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Summary: 

 

Key Points/Quotes: 

 

In August 2021, Whiteshore Cockles offered to fly politicians out to the Uists in a private jet 

owned by steel magnate John Roe:  

 

“I will arrange for a jet to collect the party from Edinburgh Airport private facility - fly to Uist in 

30 minutes - have a couple of hours here and return you all to Edinburgh in the afternoon,” wrote 

Whiteshore Cockles on 16 August 2021.  “We haven’t won the lottery! I have a friend with a 

private jet who is coming out to Uist during this period (he has a house here) and he is delighted 

to help us as he knows the importance of our project to the Uist community.”  

 

Following legal advice, in October 2021 the Scottish Government closed the net with a new 

derogation on burial of morts at Whiteshore Cockles with tougher conditions including: No 

burial above ground (no bunded pits); Weekly list of morts detailing daily tonnage and origin 

sites to be emailed to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council); No pits left uncovered 

overnight – records and daily time stamped photographic evidence to be kept; Fish morts to be 

buried within 4 hours of arriving on site; Skips to be cleaned immediately on emptying; Only 

routine morts from Uist & Barra; Any disposal of event morts have to be pre-notified to 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and the Scottish Government with quantities, origin location and 

disposal plan; and Whiteshores will pay £200+vat for CNES monitoring: 

 

“Burial derogation: We are wanting to move away from an open ended derogation,” wrote the 

Scottish Government [name redacted] in an email dated 28 October 2021.  “The new derogation 

is likely to remain in place until 31 March (at which point it would come to an end), although 

subject to cancelation by the Scottish Ministers if Whiteshore Cockles fails to adhere to the 

conditions.  On top of the conditions, an additional event that might lead to the cancellation of 

the derogation could be the refusal of the PPC Permit.  Burial is not a long term solution, so 

failure to get a PPC Permit would mean the aquaculture industry seek alternative disposal routes.  

Can SEPA advise on appealing a refusal of a the PPC Permit?  Could a revised application be 

made after the initial refusal?  In any case, the new derogation will not make a categorical 

statement that a new derogation will not be granted if the existing one comes to an end.  That 

will enable us to have a full range of options available to it.” 

 

“We have concerns about the current burial procedures and site capacity to bury fish morts at 

Whiteshore Cockles,” wrote the Scottish Government [name redacted] in an email dated 2 

November 2021.  “This is the reason we are reviewing the burial derogation to make it easier for 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to official supervise the site. The geographical condition should 

reduce the current volume of morts going to the site.  However, we should also be aware of 

mortality levels above background levels to ensure disposal is managed properly…. In theory, 

we would not reject any request from fish farms local to Whiteshore Cockles. We are trying to 

prevent large quantities of/any fish morts from out with Barra and Uist being disposed of at 

Whiteshore Cockles.”  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf


“Whiteshore Cockles (WCL) should be keeping commercial documents of all consignments 

going to the site under ABP Regulations,” wrote the Scottish Government [name redacted] in an 

email dated 2 November 2021.  “I am sure a system can be adapted to relay this information to 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for official supervision purposes. I will let Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

comment on frequency of providing this data……A disposal plan is needed because burial of 

fish morts is not be allowed. We have temporarily allowed burial for WCL and these conditions 

apply to WCL only. We want to ensure that fish morts that are not included under the derogation 

are not getting buried at WCL. We want to maintain strict conditions for any fish farms that plan 

to use WCL as their method as disposal.  So if a fish farm needs to use WCL for above 

background (event mortality) disposal then we need to have a process of recording that use.” 

 

“The challenge for the Uists/Barra is the current lack of disposal options and the difficulty of 

transporting the mortality off-island,” wrote the Scottish Government [name redacted] in an 

email dated 2 November 2021.  “From the perspective of disease control, the challenge is to offer 

a biosecure disposal option at a reasonable distance from the source of the mortalities, whilst 

minimising nuisance. With regard to what defines the farms in the Uists/Barra, I think of them as 

being the farms with their operating shore base in the Uists/Barra, regardless of where they are 

spatially in the sea.” 

 

“Just to update you on the Whiteshore Cockles PPC permit timeline,” wrote SEPA in an email to 

the Scottish Government,  Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and the Animal and Plant Health Agency 

on 9 November 2021.  “We have had discussions with the operator and they have advised they 

expect to be able to submit a permit application in early 2022 with the timing dependent on some 

further work they need to undertake to design the emissions control infrastructure.” 

 

“I want to get the views of others within the Task and Finish Group and then run this past 

Scottish Government solicitors, with a view to putting a new burial derogation in place using 

these conditions,” wrote the Scottish Government [name redacted] in an email dated 17 

September 2021.  “One thing we want to be clear is that if no PPC Permit is granted from SEPA, 

burial is no longer permissible. We are working towards an alternative solution and if that route 

fails, fish waste should be going to alternative legal disposal routes.” 

 

“As you pointed out the Times has now printed an article claiming that seepage has been 

reported by officers which we all know is incorrect,” wrote an email [the name is redacted] on 15 

November 2021.  “They also claim that our derogation is to be withdrawn due to this report. Is 

there any chance that the CNES/Scottish Government can speak to the author of the article 

pointing out the errors? We have tried to provide information to the newspaper to enable them to 

give a “balanced” report but to no avail…..Everything is progressing well now and we could do 

without newspaper articles printing false information that has been supplied by the Scottish 

Government…..Our small company has invested a huge amount of money into building a plant 

etc that will ensure the long term viability of the fish farming industry in the Western Isles and it 

is very worrying for the owners and staff when they read misleading articles in the newspapers.”   

 

“After your visit last week you will be aware of the huge amount of work that has been done on 

the site to get the plant to the completion stage,” wrote an email [the name is redacted] on 15 

November 2021.  “We are in constant dialogue with SEPA concerning preparing our PPC 
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application and although we are working on gathering the information for the Animal Rendering 

By Products licence we have been told that we cannot move this forward until SEPA approve the 

PPC…..I am presuming that we will be getting a letter outlining the conditions that are required 

to continue with the derogation (I am also presuming that these are as our Method Statement) 

and that it will continue until the Part A PPC/Animal Health approvals have been given.” 

 

“Failure for WCL adhere to burial conditions will result in any burial derogation being revoked,” 

reported the 1st meeting of the ‘Task and Finish Group’ on 22 July 2021.  “Other disposal options 

are available so it should not come as a shock to the aquaculture industry if WCL is no longer a 

disposal option.” 

 

“Discussion on Official Supervision: [Redacted] expressed concerns regarding site capacity and 

the actual numbers of fish being buried,” reported the 1st meeting of the ‘Task and Finish Group’ 

on 22 July 2021.  “AP [Redacted] to engage with WCL to request quantities of fish waste buried 

at site in past year on a monthly basis.  [Redacted] raised concerns that no actual burying is 

taking place and instead fish are being stored in open pits and containers.  New conditions should 

be set to address this. Council visits would need to be monthly to check records and visit the 

site.” 

 

“Engagement with Whiteshore Cockles Ltd and aquaculture industry: The Group agreed wider 

aquaculture industry needs to be involved in any future meetings,” reported the 1st meeting of the 

‘Task and Finish Group’ on 22 July 2021.  “AP [Redacted] to engage with Marine Scotland to let 

them know about meeting with the aquaculture industry that operate in the Western Isles and ask 

for contact details.  Looking to meet with WCL and aquaculture industry in September.” 

 

“Deadline for new derogation: PPC permit application process is likely to take 6 months to a 

year,” reported the 1st meeting of the ‘Task and Finish Group’ on 22 July 2021.  “Need APHA 

input about timings for ABP approval, including new method for validating rendering plants. No 

deadline set but discussion on possible rolling monthly derogation be put in place, subject to 

satisfactory inspection from CnES.  AP [Redacted] – to engage with solicitors on legality of 

rolling derogation.” 

 

“On-going burial of fish waste for contingency planning for event mortalities: Fish waste burial 

at WCL must stop when the fish waste dryer is operational,” reported the 1st meeting of the ‘Task 

and Finish Group’ on 22 July 2021.  “Burial may be granted for event mortalities but only under 

approval from Scottish Government. AP [Redacted] – to consider how/if this would work in 

practice.”  

 

“Now that the Covid 19 restrictions have eased considerably it has allowed the designer of the 

equipment and the engineers to return to Uist to complete the final connections and electrical 

switchgear,” wrote Whiteshore Cockles in a letter to the Scottish Government dated 24 

September 2021. “We expect the plant and machinery to all be in place by early November.  We 

are in constant dialogue with SEPA regarding our Part A PPC application and our consultants 

should have the necessary data to submit the application within the next few weeks. We are also 

working on our licence application with the Animal Health Dept to allow us to render and 

produce animal by products.” 
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“In respect of your continued interest and following the visit to our site by yourself and Kate 

Forbes MSP in the latter part of 2019 we would like to formally invite you and Kate back to Uist 

to see the completed project,” wrote Whiteshore Cockles in a letter to the Scottish Government 

dated 24 September 2021. “We would respectfully also extend the invitation to the Cabinet 

Secretary, Mairi Gougeon and Deputy First Minister, John Swinney, who we believe would both 

have an interest in seeing first hand our innovative plant, which will help to ensure the long term 

viability of fish farming in the Western Isles, as well as visiting a unique part of Scotland which I 

believe they both have an interest in.” 

 

“My suggested itinerary would be,” wrote Whiteshore Cockles in a letter to the Scottish 

Government dated 24 September 2021.  “A date in late autumn to fit in with everyone’s diaries - 

I appreciate the difficulty this may cause.  Collected by private jet from Edinburgh airport mid 

morning and a flight to Benbecula airport which would take approximately half an hour in a 

Citation CJ4.  Collected from Benbecula by Whiteshore staff and driven to North Uist for a three 

hour visit.  A ‘Uist” lunch at a facility we have overlooking Vallay Island to which a visit can be 

arranged if requested.A return flight to Edinburgh which would leave late afternoon.  If the party 

wish to visit any other facility in the Uist during their trip I can easily organise this.  The jet is 

operated by one of my friends, Mr [Redacted] of the Roe Group (They have a depot in 

Edinburgh) who has a house in Uist and he will coincide the trip with a visit for a few days.  

[Redacted] is very keen to promote or assist any island person / business and has made his plane 

available to me before for charity auctions.” 

 

Read more about the Roe Group via: http://www.theroegroup.com/ and 

http://www.theroegroup.com/about-group-2  

 

Note that a John Roe – a director of the Roe Group – applied in 2012 to build a house in 

Askernish in South Uist: https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/3373/copy-of-

copy_of_foi_tcp2008.xlsx 
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Companies House report for Roe Bros & Co. Ltd:  

 

 
More on John Roe via https://find-and-update.company-

information.service.gov.uk/officers/PwwjDTm4vkkxkveMlLYBanmkxxc/appointments  

 

Mr John Roe of Brancaster came 2nd in a golf competition at Askernish in 2017: 

https://www.facebook.com/AskernishGC/posts/at-the-weekend-we-welcomed-visitors-from-

around-the-globe-as-we-hosted-our-life-/1562617213780007/  

 

The engagement of John Roe’s daughter was announced in Peerage News and the Daily 

Telegraph in October 2021: https://peeragenews.blogspot.com/2021/10/oliverroe-

engagement.html 

 

“I was down in Uist next week and had a look at the site,” wrote Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

[name redacted] in an email dated 3 September 2021.  “Getting on well with installing the 

equipment and anticipate it being in place for October. The application to SEPA has still not 

been submitted because of a query regarding waste water disposal. They are also under financial 

pressure to have it in operation by March 2022. This seems quite optimistic though if the PPC 

application is still in limbo.” 

 

“I've also attached a video of the large pit that was taken last week,” wrote Comhairle nan Eilean 

Siar [name redacted] in an email dated 3 September 2021. “[Redacted] is forwarding you copy of 

the latest complaint we received from one of the local residents.” 

 

“The team I work with have been briefing Ministers, dealing with correspondence from 

Whiteshore WCL and handling FOI’s about the business for several years now and we recently 

established a task and finish group with wide representation to push the long running WCL ‘fish 
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dryer’ project to completion,” wrote the Scottish Government to Highlands & Islands Enterprise 

on 30 September 2021.  “In recent correspondence from the Managing Director of WCL to 

Murdoch McLeod, Deputy Director Financial Services and Location Director for the Outer 

Hebrides in the Scottish Government, it is stated WCL received support from Highlands and 

Islands Enterprise (HIE). In the letter, WCL state they received grant funding to assist with the 

purchase of equipment. We have asked WCL about funding for their project and been informed 

it is private funding, perhaps this is a new development? I would be very grateful if someone 

could provide me with further information about the grant funding that WCL are referring to.” 

 

“For background information,” wrote the Scottish Government to Highlands & Islands 

Enterprise on 1 October 2021.  “The Scottish Government banned the burial of fish waste in 

2016.  However, Whiteshore Cockles Ltd (WCL), in North Uist were granted a temporary 

derogation by SG to bury fish waste at their site until the fish dryer was operational. The 

derogation also allowed the company to begin construction on a permanent solution for fish 

mortalities in the Western Isles; Whiteshores claimed continued burial of fish waste at their site 

was necessary to fund the fish dryer; On engaging with Whiteshores, they said the fish waste 

dryer project is self funded; Securing this funding was one of the reasons for the delay in 

building the fish waste dryer; Burial of fish waste cannot go on indefinitely; Scottish Ministers 

need to have a clear picture of what is happening with the fish waste dryer project.”  

 

“We have provided two grants to Whiteshore Cockles Ltd as detailed below,” replied Highlands 

& Islands Enterprise to the Scottish Government on 1 October 2021.  “Fish waste drying project 

– for the establishment of a facility to process salmon morts November 2016 £404k Eligible 

costs – plant & equipment, construction of yard and building to house the machinery Fish waste 

processing expansion – expansion of site to include ensiling facilities holding morts under 

controlled temperature and pressure Feb 2021 £200k Eligible costs – construction, steel 

fabrication and installation.”  

 

Emails Disclosed (72 pages): Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Emails 

 

Here’s some emails (in chronological order – most recent first): 
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Annex 3: Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Annex 3 letter from Whiteshore 

to SG 24 September 2021 
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Annex 2: Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Annex 2 Fish Waste Working 

Group meeting 22 July 2021 
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Annex 1: Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Annex 1 letter from Whiteshore 

to SG in July 2021
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Appendix 1: FOI Correspondence with the Scottish Government 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 2:37 AM 

Subject: Re: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202100254831 

To: sheila.voas@gov.scot 

 

Please consider this a formal request for a review of 202100254831.   

 

mailto:sheila.voas@gov.scot


The FOI reply dated 8 December 2021 refused to provide "a submission, a document which has 

been circulated internally" and provided reasons for withholding the document; namely: 

 

 
 

In your review please provide further information on the type of document withheld including 

who wrote it and a summary of the subject matter. 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch objects to the "private space within which officials can provide free and 

frank advice and views to Ministers in submissions".  Indeed, the whole raison d'être behind 

Freedom of Information is the requirement for public accountability.    

 

No mention is made of any legal submission so there appears to be no legal barrier to disclosure. 

 

Granting privacy to submissions by civil servants - and other parties - to Ministers is a dangerous 

precedent which must be resisted.  Hence this request for a review. 

 

Please therefore reconsider the refusal of this document.  At the very least, in your review 

Scottish Salmon Watch asks you to provide more context and details of the submission.   

 

Indeed, any future appeal to the Scottish Information Commission would require further 

information on the submission.  

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI review request. 



 

Thanks. 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Date: Wed, Dec 8, 2021 at 3:41 PM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202100254831 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.  

 

 
 

Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 SG Letter Response-202100254831 

Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 SG Letter Response-202100254831 

Annex 

Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Annex 1 letter from Whiteshore to SG in 

July 2021 

Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Annex 2 Fish Waste Working Group 

meeting 22 July 2021 

Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Annex 3 letter from Whiteshore to SG 24 

September 2021 

Download Whiteshore FOI disclosure December 2021 Emails 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/whiteshore-foi-disclosure-december-2021-emails.pdf


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Nov 12, 2021 at 12:45 PM 

Subject: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles 

To: CEU@gov.scot 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:CEU@gov.scot


Further to FOI/202100225785 which was filed on 26 July 2021 and replied to by the Scottish 

Government on 13 August 2021, could you please provide any information on Whiteshore 

Cockles and the dumping of diseased farmed salmon since 26 July 2021. 

 

Please provide any briefings to the Cabinet Secretary, internal correspondence, complaints, 

photos, videos, emails, letters and any other information.   

 

As context, Scottish Salmon Watch received this message via Facebook on 29 October 2021 (we 

have the person's identity but have withheld it as they asked to remain anonymous): 

 

 
 

This information has been corroborated by other witnesses who phoned Scottish Salmon Watch 

to claim that diseased salmon outwith the Outer Hebrides (i.e. from the Mainland) was still being 

dumped illegally at Whiteshore Cockles.  Another whistleblower claimed that lorry drivers were 

engaged in a cash-for-dead salmon scam which earned significant money on the black market 

and oiled the wheels of the illegal trade in diseased salmon dumped at Whiteshore Cockles - the 

witness claimed that bins full of diseased salmon were being dumped illegally for £50 each (with 

the cash going to lorry drivers).   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch received an email (again from a trusted local source which wishes to 

remain anonymous) on 29 October 2021: 

 

From:  

Date: Fri, 29 Oct 2021, 23:08 

Subject: Re: No complaints since Oct 2020 claim Whiteshore in letter to Scottish Government 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

The stench here is the absolute utter worst it’s ever been. It’s going way over to Sollas with 

many folk complaining (quietly to each other). Countless tubs being seen daily by many. Heard 

from a fish farm worker that 100 tubs came from the Mainland ? The derogation was only ever 

for western isles, I think that’s what I read in the foi you shared? I can’t imagine what the pits 

look like over there but I do know what they smell like nearly 5 miles away…. :(  we thought of 

writing to msp but we know it won’t result in any action….  

 

 

Another email dated 20 September 2021 reported: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100225785/
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


 

From: 

Date: Mon, Sep 20, 2021 at 12:48 PM 

Subject: Re: No complaints since Oct 2020 claim Whiteshore in letter to Scottish Government 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

This morning we have already seen around 60 tonnes on 3 different lorries ran by three different 

hauliers heading for the pits (the smell was horrific and we were in passing vehicle). . It looks 

like they are getting every lorry they can to help transport the morts. Apparently according to 

someone we know in fish farm there is a race on to harvest on farms everywhere as too much 

dead / dying. 

 

Oh my goodness I’m just stopped at petrol station near the pits and another lorry with 40 tubs has 

just gone past….! 

 

Yesterday I was only out on the road briefly and saw 30T go by. They are coming from north 

and south heading to the pits, not sure which farms are harvesting. 

 

Another story we have heard but no evidence for this is that fish from skye will be coming here 

too. If I remember rightly from your foi on the derogation the permission was only granted for 

fish from the western isles.  

 

Again, please don’t use my name - thank you 

 

 

 

Another email dated 8 September 2021 reported: 

 

From:  

Date: Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 10:28 AM 

Subject: Re: No complaints since Oct 2020 claim Whiteshore in letter to Scottish Government 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

I heard last weekend (second hand via ff worker) that WSL are planning on taking morts from 

the Isle of Skye. Apparently there is a rush to harvest everywhere due to high levels of lice etc. 

The conditions in the attached state that any disposed at the site should be from western isles. I 

hope it is coming from an end, the stench is definitely back on the island and we are seeing tubs 

going by regularly   

 

 

Please consider this a formal request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information regulations. 

 

Please provide a receipt of this FOI request. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

 

 

 

Appendix 2: FOI request to Highlands & Islands Enterprise 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 3:35 AM 

Subject: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2017 

To: Team - Customer Service customer.service@hient.co.uk 

 

Please provide information on Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2017. 

 

Please include letters, emails, photos, complaints, details of grants and financial payments and 

other information on Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2017.   

 

As context, an HIE report published in January 2021 included: 

https://www.hie.co.uk/media/10581/hie-account-management-list-january-2021.pdf  

 

 
 

Please consider this a FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

mailto:customer.service@hient.co.uk
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Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

From: Team - Customer Service <customer.service@hient.co.uk> 

Date: Wed, Dec 15, 2021 at 10:20 AM 

Subject: 041 2022 FOI to HIE - Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2017 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Mr Staniford, 

  

Thank you for your e-mail dated  14 December 2021, received by Highlands and Islands 

Enterprise (HIE). 

  

Your email has been treated as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002. We will respond as soon as possible and in any event within 20 working 

days from the date the enquiry was received. 

  

Your request is also subject to any clarification which may be requested by HIE. 

  

Should you have any queries in the meantime, please do not hesitate to get in touch at; 

  

customer.service@hient.co.uk 

  

Kind regards, 

  

HIE Customer Service Team 

  

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Wed, Dec 15, 2021 at 10:28 AM 

Subject: Re: 041 2022 FOI to HIE - Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2017 

To: Team - Customer Service customer.service@hient.co.uk 

 

Thanks - your FOI reply should include any correspondence on Whiteshore Cockles including 

these emails obtained from the Scottish Government via FOI on 8 December 2021: 

 

mailto:customer.service@hient.co.uk
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Thanks, 

 

Don 

 

 

Appendix 3: FOI request to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

 



From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 11:16 AM 

Subject: FOI request re. Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2021 

To: CNES FOI Team foi@cne-siar.gov.uk 

 

Please provide information - including emails, letters, complaints, videos, photos and other 

specific details - on Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2021. 

 

This would include the video and complaint cited in this email in September 2021 (obtained 

from the Scottish Government via FOI):  

 

 

 
 

Please consider this a formal FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

 

mailto:foi@cne-siar.gov.uk


Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

 

 

Appendix 4: FOI requests to APHA 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 11:53 AM 

Subject: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles and farmed salmon wastes (including ensiling) since 2 July 

2021 

To: SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA enquiries@apha.gov.uk 

 

Please provide information on the waste disposal of farmed salmon mortalities since 2 July 

2021.     

  
Please include any reference to landfill disposal of diseased salmon mortalities at Whiteshore 

Cockles in North Uist. 

 

This is an update of a FOI request filed on 2 July 2021 which is still to be replied to.  

 

Note that the following emails were disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI earlier this 

month (8 December 2021):  

 

mailto:enquiries@apha.gov.uk


 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Please consider this a formal FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 
  

Please provide this information electronically. 
  
Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

  
Thanks, 

  
Don Staniford 
  
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 11:44 AM 

Subject: Re: FOI re. waste disposal of farmed salmon mortalities since 1 January 2015 

To: SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA enquiries@apha.gov.uk 

 

Could APHA please provide a reply to this FOI request filed on 2 July 2021? 

 

Thanks, 

mailto:enquiries@apha.gov.uk


 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Jul 2, 2021 at 2:37 PM 

Subject: FOI re. waste disposal of farmed salmon mortalities since 1 January 2015 

To: SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA <enquiries@apha.gov.uk> 

Cc: APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Please provide information on the waste disposal of farmed salmon mortalities since 1 January 

2015. 

 

Please include any reference to landfill disposal of diseased salmon mortalities at Whiteshore 

Cockles in North Uist and at landfill in Shetland.   

 

As context, please note a FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in June 2021: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100207142/ 

 

This included correspondence featuring APHA: 

 

mailto:APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk
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And another FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in September 2018 detailed more 

information: https://www.gov.scot/publications/disposal-of-mortalities-at-whiteshore-cockles-

foi-release/  

 

A FOI disclosure by SEPA in June 2017 (F0187308) cites APHA as being involved in 

discussions over waste disposal of diseased salmon mortalities (APHA even visited Norway).  

For example: 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/disposal-of-mortalities-at-whiteshore-cockles-foi-release/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/disposal-of-mortalities-at-whiteshore-cockles-foi-release/


 



 
 

 

APHA is also cited via: 

FOI Lifts Lid on the Stench of Scottish Salmon: Government Legal Department Target Illegal 

Dumping of Diseased Salmon  

 

Letter to Scottish Ministers on Illegal Dumping of Diseased Scottish Salmon in North Uist  

 

 

You may have read The Times yesterday via: The Times: "Fish graveyard ‘severely hampers’ 

life for islanders, officials claim"  

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/letter-to-scottish-ministers-on-illegal-dumping-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-in-north-uist-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/the-times-fish-graveyard-severely-hampers-life-for-islanders-officials-claim-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/the-times-fish-graveyard-severely-hampers-life-for-islanders-officials-claim-.html


Please consider this a formal FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

 

Please provide this information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 

Appendix 5 – FOI to SEPA: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 12:14 PM 

Subject: FOI re. ensiling farmed salmon wastes/morts & incinerators 

To: AccesstoInformation <foi@sepa.org.uk> 

 

Please provide information on the ensiling and incineration of farmed salmon wastes/morts - 

including a list of salmon farms with ensiling units and processing plants with PPC licenses for 

ensiling and a list of incinerators. 

 

This email disclosed by the Scottish Government on 8 December 2021 provides some context to 

this FOI request: 

 



 
 

Please include information relating to any complaints re. offensive odours in relation to the 

ensiling and incineration of farmed salmon wastes/morts.   

 

Please consider this a formal FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

  

Please provide this information electronically. 

  

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Don Staniford 

  

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 


