Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmor{fMarch 2021)

SCOTTISH
SALMON WATCH

Scottish Salmon WatctsEW) believes that factorgalmon farming is avelfare nightmare
riddled withinfectious diseasephysical abusandmass mortalities

SSW iscalling for a baron the use of"hermolicers(torture chambers for farmed salmon
and legal actiomgainst the Scottish Government and salmon farming companies

SSW believes Scottish Ministers and salmon farmers are breachifigithal Health &
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006ection 19: "Unnecessary Sufferin&ection 21: "Cruel
Operations'andSection 24: "Ensuring Welfare of Anima)s"

Salmon Farming is Smoked Salmon is Sk'"'ﬁzsp,sai,‘;‘;'j'}ifea'm°“
a Welfare Nightmare Farmed & Deformed

WARNING

Skinless Scottish Salmon Salmon Farming Salmon Fafming
Has Health Problems Kills With Cruelty Causes Harm
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https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
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https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17966373.scottish-government-urged-ban-painful-salmon-delicing-tech/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/new-science-paper-turns-up-heat-on-the-thermolicer-.html
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html

Timeline

July 2017- A damningreport- "RSPCA Assured certification of Scottish farmed salinon
published by Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotlardosed the problems at 'welfare
friendly' salmon farms

March 2018- SSN's submission to the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming indetailed
'Hard Evidence' on lice, diseases and mortalities.

May 2018- SSWwrote to theScottish Parliament's Cre&artyGroup on Animal Welfare
raising the question whethsalmon farms were breaching animalfaee law.

June 2018 SSWobtained gruesome photos of diseased and deformed salmon graphically
illustrating welfare abuse
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July 2018- SSWfiled a legal complaint with Police Scotland and the Animal & Plant Health
Agency(copied to Scottish Ministers}atingthat "there is a strong argument for a case to be
filed via the Procurator Fiscal".

August 2018- OneKind published a report' Fish Welfare on Scotland's Salmon Fatms
exposing & nunber of welfare breaches including mass mortality, sea lice infestations,
disease and escapes



https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Scottish_Salmon_Watch.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/letter-to-the-cross-party-group-on-animal-welfare-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-act-scotland-2006-dated-13-july-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-act-scotland-2006-dated-13-july-2018.pdf
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/

August 2018- The Ferrehamed and shamed supermarlseiting farmed salmofrom
companies accused of poor animal welfare.

September 2018 Shockingvideo footageof welfare abuse by The Scottish Salmon
Company in Loch Roag wasptured by photographer Corin Smitiniggering coverage by
theBBC 'One ShowBBC Panoramarhe FerrendThe Daily Mail

September 2018 A Motion on the Welfare of Farmed Salmwas lodged with the Scottish

Parliament by Mark Ruskell MSP (supported by other MSPs) citing the Animal Health and
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006.

October 2018- SSWlaunched a 'Crowd Justice' fundraising campaign to fund legal action

November 2018 SSW published photos from whistleblowers working at Marine Harvest
(Mowi) and The Scottish Salmon Company illustrating welfare abuse.



https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18w0IDPZezAe3gVfFwrAqWe2ThWVVvouM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-13963&ResultsPerPage=10
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-justice-for-fish-3-october-2018.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg

November 2018 The Sunday Maipublished video footage obtained by S8¥the
"disease hell" at Scottish salmon farms

.\

L R N S s el S S e,

> W 0%

TONS OF DEAD, ROTTING SALMON IN SKIPS AT SCOTTISH FISH FARMS
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https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/video-reveals-maggot-infested-salmon-on-scottish-farms/

November 2018 OneKind published a report'Cleaner Fish Welfare on Scotland's Salmon
Farms$ - on animal welfare concerns associated with the use of cleaner fish on Scottish
salmonfarms and recommendations to better protect their welfare.

March 2019- SSW published a report' The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 20418
detailingwelfare and diseaggoblems plaguing salmon farms.

Salmon
Watch

The State of Scottish Salmon
Farmingin 2018 |

June 2019 Secret filming by SSWincovered evidence of welfare abuse at The Scottish
Salmon Company's salmon farm in Loch Shieldégt(red by STV Newand The Ferrel
prompting acomplaint to the Animal & Plant Health Agency re. "unnecessary sufferiag"”
inspection by the Scottish Governméniggered byaformal complaint filed by SS\W

detailed "blind, rubbed and moribund" farmed salmon infested with lice, damaged eyes, boils
and flank abrasions.
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https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ugly-face-13-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/the-ferret-sick-salmon-film-prompts-government-probe-into-scottish-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-shieldaig-11-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mmmm-blind-scottish-salmon-with-boil-lesions-anyone-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-shieldaig-11-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sorry-state-of-salmon-farming-in-2018-25-march-2019.pdf

July 2019- Over 44,000 peoplgigned a petition cordinated by SumOfUealling for
immediate unannounced inspections of salmon farms to assess fish welfare.

August 2019- Scottish Ministerglaimed in a letter to SS\that:

There is no evidence to support your assertions that there is widespread welfare abuse at
Scottish salmon farms. It is misleading and irresponsible to make such a claim, which
ignores the fact all farms operate within the regulatory framework and the vast majority
comply. We do not agree that all fish farms must be subject to immediate unannounced
inspections.

September 2019 The Ferreteportecthat”Government investigations into alleged animal

cruelty after scarred, frayed and licdested salmon were filmed at a fish farm on the island

of Lewis were a Awhi t e w@AAuwopsy af ancAiGlediibp g t o a
Corin Smith).

September 2019 SSWcompiled newcaseinformatior (including photospublished by the
Scottish Government and suggesteat "the weight of evidexe recording widespread

welfare abuse on Scottish salmon farms is surely now so overwhelming to bring legal action
for systematic breaches of tAeimal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006

"Scottish Salmon Watch believes that Scottish Ministéogether with the SSPCAvho is
chaired by a salmon farmeworking for Scottish Sea Farms who in 2018 threatened legal
action against the disclosure of photos of welfare abuse of farmed $a@ntheRSPCA

who earn close to £1 million from certifying 70% of Scottish salmon farming production as
welfarefriendly - are irresponsible in not policing tAeimal Health & Welfare (Scotland)

Act 2006" wrote SSW in a blog:Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Famvghy No Legal
Enforcement Or Prosecutioris?

"How many more dead and diseased farmed salmon will it take before Scottish Ministers take
action against salmon farms for welfare abubksv high doesScottish salmon's mort
mountainneed to rise to before it triggers a prosecution for breach of Section 19
("Unnecessary Sufferifiy Section 21 (Cruel Operatior§ and Section 24 Ensuring

Welfare of Animal¥) of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006

October 2019- SSWwrote to Scottish Ministeneiterating their call to ban the Thermolicer
for breach of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2@@@publishing new video

footage



https://actions.sumofus.org/pages/stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-1
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-from-scottish-ministers-claiming-no-widespread-welfare-abuse-20-august-2019.pdf
https://theferret.scot/salmon-vacasay-farm-whitewash/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ObzgSTtTfnxEnn92XXFeO6lOfP8g4w1X
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mortality-information-published-this-month-by-the-scottish-governments-fish-health-inspectorate-makes-for-grim-reading-for-sc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mortality-information-published-this-month-by-the-scottish-governments-fish-health-inspectorate-makes-for-grim-reading-for-sc.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-thermolicer-ban-9-october-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://vimeo.com/365112258

Thelettersuggested that tHecottish Government's Animal Welfare Commissamial the
Scottish Parliament's Cre&arty Group on Animal Welfaravestigate the issue.
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' | Scottish Government is Urgec = 4
ban ‘painful’ salmon delicing t€¢
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October 2019- SSWrevealed from a Freedom of Information reply by the Scottish
Governmenthat photos of diseased salmon would caurgito be published on a monthly
basis despite objectiofi®m salmon farming companiéscludinglegalthreats from
lawyers acting for Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Corapdalgjections

from Mowi).

Photos: Scottish salmon from Mowi's Stulaigh Island farm in Loch Eynort


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-thermolicer-ban-9-october-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/animal-welfare-commission/
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf
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https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1183833944296509440
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf

November 2019 The Ferret revealethat salmon giant Mowi (the largest salmon farming
company in Scotland) was "under fire over fish welfare after 700,000 deaths" (Mowi
admittedin a press releage welfare problem®f ‘cleaner fish' and an inspection by the
Animal & Plant Health Agencywhich wastriggered by secret filmingy SSWin July 2019
and acomplaint filed by SSW

Salmon

company
rapped over
fish welfare
after 700,000
deaths

November 2019 SSWwrote to Scottish Ministersiting new scientific researathetailing
welfare abuse due to the Thermolicer.
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Sudden exposure to warm water causes instant

behavioural responses indicative of nociception or
pain in Atlantic salmon

Jonatan Nilsson *2 &, Lana Mokumyr *, Angelico Madaro *, Tore Sigmund Kristiansen *, Siri Kristine Gdsnes *,
Cecilia Maric Majdell ¥, Kristina Gismervik ¥, Lars Helge Stien *
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Abstract

Thermal treatment has become the most used delousing method in salmonid
aquaculture. However, concerns have been raised about it being painful for the fish.
We studied the behavioural response of Atlantic salmon acclimated to 8°C when
transferred to temperatures in the range 0—38°C. Exposure time was 5 min or until
they reached the endpoint of losing equilibrium and laying on their side, a sign of
imminent death. At temperatures below 28°C, none of the fish reached endpoint
within the 5-min maximum. At 28°C four of five fish reached endpoint, and fish
reached endpoint more rapidly as temperature increased further. Fish transferred to
temperatures above 28°C had higher swimming speed immediately after transfer
and maintained a high swimming speed until just before loss of equilibrium. Their
behaviour was from the start characterised by collisions into tank walls and head
shaking. Just before loss of equilibrium they started breaking the surface of the
water, swimming in a circle pattern and in some instances displayed a side-wise
bending of their body. In other words, salmon transferred to temperatures above
28°C showed instant behavioural responses indicative of nociception or pain.


https://theferret.scot/mowi-fish-farming-deaths/
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/new-science-paper-turns-up-heat-on-the-thermolicer-.html

December 2019 Photospublished by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate
showed head damage due to high lice loads, bleeding gills, haemorrhaging, lesiohgand ot
welfare problems.

Summary: 'Case Information' published online on 19 December 2019

Mowi - Port na Cro: Pasteurella skyensis, Anaemia & lice loads of 20 causing head damage



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/leave-our-farms-alone-demands-mowi-what-are-they-hiding.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf

January 2020- Photospublished by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate
(who in January 202€evised how they published 'Case Informajishow welfare abuse at

Mowi's salmon farm at Tabhaigh in Loch Erisort.

February 2020- SSWpublished a dossier of photos of diseased, deformed and abused
Scottish salmowbtainedvia 'Case Information Freedom of Informatiorsourced from
secret filmingandleaked by whistleblowers
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