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9 January 2023
 
Dear Don Staniford,
 
Dear Mr Staniford on behalf of Scottish Ministers
 
Thank you for your email of 20/12/2022 to Scottish Ministers concerning the deposit of the fish farm
barge in Loch Reraig.
 
Marine Scotland Directorate, the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and NatureScot have  maintained
contact with Bakkafrost concerning this fish farm barge but would note that the deposit was made as an
act of force majeure by the Master of the crane barge “Matador 3”. The Master had concerns for the
safety of his vessel if it encountered bad weather whilst carrying the fish farm barge. Several options as
to where the fish farm barge could be deposited with least environmental risk were considered.
The site in Loch Reraig lies outside the Marine Protected Area and a ROV survey confirmed a clean
sandy bottom. The barge was deposited and a quaternary anchor system attached to ensure that it
cannot move in bad weather. A guardship is in place. Bakkafrost have confirmed that gas flushing prior
to lifting  and continued ventilation have reduced explosive risk and toxic risk to the public to zero and no
exclusion zone is therefore necessary.
Whilst two loads of food/water have been removed for safe disposal a new vacuum system is required
to remove the remaining cargo. It is expected that this removal will be completed in January when the
barge will be inspected and certified as seaworthy. It will then be removed from the site.” 

 
Yours sincerely
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot



 
 
 
 
Roger May
MPP : Licensing Operations

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot


