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RSPCA endorsement of the killing of seals by Freedom Food certified salmon farms
Could you please provide details on the number of seals killed at salmon farms certified via
the RSPCA’s Freedom Food scheme?
In view of the fact that over 300 seals have been killed by Scottish salmon farmers in the last
18 months and the fact that 60% of Scottish salmon farms are currently certified by the
RSPCA, the Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA) estimates the number
of RSPCA-sponsored seal killings at over 150 seals.
Moreover, the RSPCA-sponsored killing of seals is set to increase even further. According to
the Scottish Salmon Producers’ Organisation, “more than 90% of Scottish salmon will be
farmed to RSPCA Freedom Food welfare standards within the next two years.”
However, if you could provide accurate figures including the names of the companies and
farms killing seals under the Freedom Food scheme it would be much appreciated.
Please note that RSPCA-certified companies including Loch Duart, Scottish Salmon
Company, Hjaltland Seafarms, Marine Harvest, Meridian and Scottish Seafarms were named
recently by Marine Scotland as serial seal killers. According to information supplied via
Freedom of Information, the mass murderers of over 200 Scottish seals during 2011 were as
follows:
Hjaltland Seafarms Ltd – 50 seals killed
The Scottish Salmon Co Ltd – 45 seals killed
Scottish Seafarms Ltd – 37 seals killed
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd – 34 seals killed
Northern Isles Salmon Ltd (Meridian group) – 22 seals killed
Lakeland Marine Farm Ltd – 17 seals killed
West Minch Salmon Ltd – 9 seals killed
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd – 6 seals killed
Loch Duart Ltd – 5 seals killed
Bound Skerries Seafoods Ltd – 4 seals killed

In 2012 (up to April), another 81 seals were killed by the following Scottish salmon farming
companies (all but one if not every company is certified by the RSPCA):
The Scottish Salmon Company – 21 seals killed
Scottish Sea Farms Ltd – 17 seals killed
Hjaltland Seafarms Ltd – 15 seals killed
Meridian Salmon Group – 13 seals killed
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd – 9 seals killed
Loch Duart Ltd – 5 seals killed
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd – 1 seals killed
Read the correspondence with the Scottish Government in full online here
The RSPCA’s support for seal killing is nothing short of shameful. How can the RSPCA
certify salmon farms as welfare-friendly under the Freedom Food scheme when seals are
being shot as a first not last resort?
The ‘RSPCA Welfare Standards for Farmed Salmon’ (2010) states that repeated shooting of
seals will result in the site being suspended:

However, a Government survey found that only 20% of Scottish salmon farms even have
predator nets. “A government survey showed that 80 per cent of salmon farms in Scotland do
not have anti predator nets,” reported the Shetland News in March 2011.

How many sites has the RSPCA actually suspended from the Freedom Food scheme?
Moreover, the number of seals killed by salmon farms in Scotland (over half of which are
certified by the RSPCA) is increasing not decreasing. Seal Scotland reported last month that:
“In the first year of the government’s new seal licensing system they claim that 461 seals
have been shot. The latest annual figures which cover the period from 31 January 2011 to 31
January 2012 can be found at Licences & Returns: 2011. The government claims this is a
success story - that these figures are far lower than the 3,000 seals that environmental groups
had claimed were being killed each year. In fact a Freedom of Information request shows
that the number of seals reported to the government as being shot over the three years before
licences were introduced was 66, 34 and 10.”
Read more background via "Scotland’s Seal Killers Named & Shamed!"
How many of these seals were killed at RSPCA-certified salmon farms? Is the number of
RSPCA-sponsored seals being killed increasing year after year?
In today’s Press & Journal, the Scottish Salmon Producers’ Organisation defended the killing
of seals by saying the welfare of farmed salmon took precedence over seals:

Further press coverage on a potential ban on U.S. imports of Scottish farmed salmon due to a
breach of the Marine Mammal Protection Act appeared in yesterday’s Sunday Times and
Sunday Express:

Read correspondence with the U.S. Government calling for a ban on imports of farmed
salmon - online here

As John Robins, Secretary of Save Our Seals Fund, said (29 June): “We have asked the US
Department of Commerce to use existing US marine mammal protection laws to ban the
import of salmon from Scottish floating factory fish farms. I hope the US Government can
force Scottish salmon farmers to install seal exclusion nets, something the Scottish
Government and the RSPCA have disgracefully failed to do. When you buy Scottish farmed
salmon, even RSPCA-endorsed Scottish farmed salmon, you pay for bullets to shoot seals.”
In conclusion, if the RSPCA can divulge site specific details of the numbers of seals shot it
would be much appreciated. How much blood does the RSCPA have on their hands?

GAAIA has asked the Scottish Information Commissioner to force Marine Scotland to name
all the sites so this information will hopefully be available soon anyway (read more details
online here). Further information on the killing of seals by salmon farmers is available online
here. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,

Don Staniford
Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture
Cc: Bob Waller Bob.waller@btconnect.com
John Avizienius: javizienius@rspca.org.uk

