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- How foreign interests control 99% of 'Scottish' salmon farming  
 

A report by Scottish Salmon Watch (February 2019) 
 

 

https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report


Marine Harvest - Norwegian-owned (via Cyprus) with the new "pompous & foreign" 

name Mowi (renamed on 1 January 2019)  

 

 
 

- 60,200 tonnes of salmon farming production in Scotland in 2017 (38%) 

 

The largest shareholder in Mowi/Marine Harvest (the world's largest salmon farming 

company and Scotland's largest) is John Fredriksen who runs Cyprus-registered Geveran 

Trading (worth 10 billion Euros and 146th richest billionaire in the world according to 

Bloomberg).  Other shareholders include the Norwegian pension fund Folketrygdfondet, US 

investment firm BlackRock and the Canadian Pension Plan Investment Board.   

 

 

https://salmonbusiness.com/new-brand-ties-the-company-to-the-mast/
http://www.mowi.com/about/news-and-media/mowinewyears/
http://hugin.info/209/R/2223218/871197.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/shareholders-in-marine-harvest-the-list-of-shame-.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/snapshot.asp?privcapid=40991268
https://www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/snapshot.asp?privcapid=40991268
https://www.thelocal.no/20170921/norways-richest-person-has-fortune-twice-the-size-of-second-richest-report
https://www.bloomberg.com/billionaires/profiles/john-fredriksen/
https://www.bloomberg.com/billionaires/profiles/john-fredriksen/
https://www.marketscreener.com/MOWI-52035183/company/
https://salmonbusiness.com/big-shareholder-increases-stake-in-marine-harvest/
https://salmonbusiness.com/blackrock-buys-53-6mn-worth-of-marine-harvest-shares/
http://www.cppib.com/en/
http://marineharvest.com/investor/share-and-bond-info/shareholders/
https://www.marketscreener.com/MOWI-52035183/company/


Marine Harvest was renamed Mowi on 1 January 2019.  Marine Harvest was listed on the 

New York Stock Exchange in 2014 (later delisting in 2017) - clapping at the opening bell is 

largest shareholder John Fredriksen with his twin daughter Cecilie Fredriksen.   

 

John Fredriksen's biography is titled 'Storeulv' (Big Wolf) and Forbes profiled him as the 

'Viking Raider'.  In the latest Forbes billionaires list in 2018, Fredriksen is ranked #228 with a 

wealth of $10.9 billion (down from #88 in 2010): 

 

 
 

The Wall Street Journal reported in 2017: 

 

"The son of a Norwegian shipyard welder, Mr. Fredriksen dropped out of high school and 

moved to Beirut to trade oil. He later supplied fuel to the U.S. Air Force during the war in 

Vietnam. His tankers moved crude out of Iran during that nation’s war with Iraq in the 1980s.  

He gave up his Norwegian citizenship in 1996 and became citizen of Cyprus. He also has 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
http://marineharvest.com/about/news-and-media/news/marine-harvest-listed-at-new-york-stock-exchange/
http://marineharvest.com/about/news-and-media/news/marine-harvest-listed-at-new-york-stock-exchange/
http://marineharvest.com/about/news-and-media/news_new2/marine-harvest-asa-osemhg-nysemhg-delisting-from-new-york-stock-exchange-and-ticker-change-/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edtldcvaqHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edtldcvaqHw
https://www.gyldendal.no/Sakprosa/Biografier-og-memoarer/Storeulv
https://www.forbes.com/global/2001/0430/020.html
https://www.forbes.com/profile/john-fredriksen/#462508ce2d93
https://www.forbes.com/lists/2010/10/billionaires-2010_John-Fredriksen_5E12.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/this-shipping-magnate-is-calling-a-bottom-in-the-oil-rout-1498555801
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/tag/john-fredriksen/
https://www.forbes.com/profile/john-fredriksen/#12fa54962d93


offices in Singapore and Bermuda, where taxes are substantially lower than in his native 

Norway." 

 

Forbes reported in 2001: 

 

"His early dealings involved running crude to and from such hot spots as Lebanon, Iran and 

Syria, often on behalf of shadowy oil traders, such as Marc Rich. "He was the lifeline to the 

Ayatollah," claims Odd-Harald Haugue, a Norwegian writer who collaborated on a biography 

of Fredriksen.  After being jailed in Norway in 1987 on charges (dismissed) that his tankers 

burned some of their cargo of crude oil as fuel, he decamped to the tax haven of Cyprus, 

where he runs an empire of tankers, drilling rigs, natural gas ships and oilfields valued at 

more than $1 billion." 

 

The Fredriksen's own (or owned) a mansion in Chelsea, London which is 30,000 sq ft - 

equivalent to five large family houses and it boasts a spectacular indoor swimming pool and 

tennis courts: 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/global/2001/0430/020.html#17827f21f1d2
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/chelsea-chief-eyes-100m-house-7257420.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/chelsea-chief-eyes-100m-house-7257420.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/chelsea-chief-eyes-100m-house-7257420.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/this-shipping-magnate-is-calling-a-bottom-in-the-oil-rout-1498555801
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/energy-and-resources/norwegian-billionaire-invests-in-data-centre-that-will-connect-to-ireland-1.3537663


Fredriksen's twin daughters Cecilie and Kathrine will inherit his Mowi/Marine Harvest 

salmon farming fortune.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3502152/meet-the-blonde-norwegian-twins-33-who-are-set-to-inherit-8bn-from-shipping-tycoon-dad-and-theyre-both-single/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3502152/meet-the-blonde-norwegian-twins-33-who-are-set-to-inherit-8bn-from-shipping-tycoon-dad-and-theyre-both-single/


 

 
 

 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4481786/Norwegian-twins-33-bring-touch-glamour-rich-list.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4481786/Norwegian-twins-33-bring-touch-glamour-rich-list.html
https://www.nettavisen.no/na24/slik-unngar-de-arveavgift/3505818.html


Marine Harvest (renamed Mowi from 1 January 2019 - much to the chagrin of the 

Mowinckel family) has an appalling environmental track record in Scotland - including 

pollution with toxic chemicals, the slaughter of seals and mass mortalities. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/media-backgrounder-marine-harmfest-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/media-backgrounder-marine-harmfest-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/media-backgrounder-marine-harmfest-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/world-exclusive-sneak-preview-of-marine-harvests-diseased-mowi-salmon.html


View shocking videos and photos from Mowi/Marine Harvest's salmon farms online here 

 

 
 

Here's a video nasty from Loch Linnhe showing the rotting underbelly of Mowi salmon 

which Marine Harvest does not want the public to see: 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/x-ratedmowi-previewofmarineharvesthorrorshow.html
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/world-exclusive-sneak-preview-of-marine-harvests-diseased-mowi-salmon.html
https://vimeo.com/301824063


And here's skinned alive Marine Harvest salmon from their farm at Carradale in March 2018 

when 300,000 fish died a cruel death (photos leaked by a whistleblower): 

 

 
 

The documentary 'Salmonopoly' showcased Marine Harvest's environmental problems in 

Chile.   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/press-release-blowing-the-whistle-on-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/sunday-mail-gutted-300000-salmon-are-killed-as-storm-batters-fish-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ4yZioGd04
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/press-release-blowing-the-whistle-on-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ4yZioGd04


The film Salmonopoly opened with footage of Marine Harvest's largest shareholder, John 

Fredriksen who is also known 'Storeulv' (Big Wolf).   

 

 
 

Fredriksen was dubbed McFreddy following Marine Harvest's ill-fated tie in with 

McDonalds.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ4yZioGd04
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/shareholders-in-marine-harvest-the-list-of-shame-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/shareholders-in-marine-harvest-the-list-of-shame-.html
https://e24.no/jobb/jobbytte/storeulv-forfatter-det-smarteste-fredriksen-har-gjort/23263414
https://e24.no/naeringsliv/klart-for-mcfreddy-paa-mcdonalds/1833669
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/x-rated-mowi-3-dec-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/x-rated-mowi-3-dec-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b017ee473ea99970d-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/04/mmm-mega-marine-harvest-super-liced-salmon-.html
https://e24.no/naeringsliv/klart-for-mcfreddy-paa-mcdonalds/1833669


In December 2018, Marine Harvest suffered an escape of 24,500 salmon from a site off 

Barra. 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported: 

 

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2018/12/24/marine-harvest-suffers-escape-of-24500-fish-from-scottish-site/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2018/12/24/marine-harvest-suffers-escape-of-24500-fish-from-scottish-site/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/24500-fish-escape-from-marine-harvest-farm-after-storm-damage/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2018/12/24/marine-harvest-suffers-escape-of-24500-fish-from-scottish-site/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/24500-fish-escape-from-marine-harvest-farm-after-storm-damage/


In February 2019, Mowi (together with Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg 

Seafood) was raided by EU investigators in connection with an EU-wide probe into alleged 

illegal cartels.   

 

 

Read more via "Two Mowi plants are under investigation after being raided by EU 

competition authorities" 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-47300222
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-47300222
https://salmonbusiness.com/two-mowi-plants-under-investigation-after-being-raided-by-eu-competition-authorities/
https://salmonbusiness.com/two-mowi-plants-under-investigation-after-being-raided-by-eu-competition-authorities/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-47300222
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-47300222

