$camon $cotland, 26 September 2022
Dead in the Water – Scottish Salmon Plagued by Mass Mortality Problems!

- New report details death rates on RSPCA Assured salmon farms leaping to over 50%
- Bakkafrost Scotland hailed as the ‘King of Death’ with 80%+ mortality
- Supermarkets caught selling “responsibly sourced” Scottish salmon from deadly cages
- Scottish salmon marketed as “farmed responsibly” via the Aquaculture Stewardship
Council is sourced from sites with mass mortalities, infectious diseases & welfare abuse
A new report – ‘Year of the Dead Salmon’ – lifts the lid on the shocking death rates on
‘responsible’ salmon farms across the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. The damning dossier
– sourced from mortality data published by Salmon Scotland, the Scottish Government and the
Scottish Environment Protection Agency – details:
- Bakkafrost Scotland (formerly The Scottish Salmon Company) has an average cumulative
mortality rate of 39.8% out of 15 salmon farms harvested out over the last year
- The highest average cumulative mortality of salmon farms harvested out across Scotland is
29.5% in December 2021 closely followed by 28.9% in July 2022 and 26.3% in June 2022
- 82.1% mortality at Bakkafrost Scotland’s salmon farm in Druimyeon Bay & 80.2% mortality at
East Tarbert Bay on the Isle of Gigha were the highest reported cumulative death rates
- 59.5% mortality at RSPCA Assured Mowi in Loch Greshornish; 55.9% at Mowi’s ASCcertified salmon farm at Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) and 50% at Mowi’s ASCcertified Camas Glas salmon farm in Loch Sunart
- 50.3% mortality at RSPCA Assured Loch Duart in the Sound of Harris
- Scottish salmon’s 50%+ mortality club since 2018 also includes 78.3% at Leinish in Loch
Dunvegan (Grieg Seafood) and 65.7% at Ardessie in Little Loch Broom (Wester Ross Fisheries)
- Bakkafrost Scotland has reported 31 sites with cumulative mortality of 30%+ since 2018!
- Bakkafrost’s ‘Sustainability Report 2021’ admits only 78.29% survival at their operations in
Scotland (i.e. 21.71% mortality)
- Mowi reported 36 RSPCA Assured salmon farms with 25%+ mortality rates since 2018 (10 are
certified as “farmed responsibly” via the ASC with a further 4 undergoing an ASC audit)
- Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) reported 24 RSPCA Assured salmon farms with 20%+
mortality since 2018 headed by Kishorn at 41.3%, 41.2% at Lismore North, 41.1% at Loura Voe
& 40.9% at Nevis C (5 of the farms – including 3 in Loch Nevis – are undergoing an ASC audit)
“Disease-ridden Scottish salmon is dead in the water along with millions and millions of lousy
farmed fish,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland. “Mortality rates at salmon farms
across Scotland are leaping to Biblical plague proportions. In what world is a farming system
which kills millions of sentient animals – Atlantic salmon is known in Scotland as the ‘King of
Fish’ – a responsible, ethical or sustainable form of food production? Supermarkets and

certification bodies such as RSPCA Assured, the ASC and Soil Association should be ashamed
for marketing Scottish salmon as ‘responsibly sourced’. Greenwashed Scottish salmon belongs
in the bin not your shopping basket. Please stop unnecessary suffering and welfare abuse by
boycotting Scottish salmon even if it is advertised as ‘welfare friendly’ or ‘organic’.”

‘Year of the Dead Salmon’ also details:
- The industry average for cumulative mortality over the last twelve months (August 2021 to July
2022) is 19.9% with 22% cumulative mortality for the first six months of 2022
- After Bakkafrost Scotland (39.8%), Wester Ross Fisheries are next in line with 34.4%
cumulative mortality over the last twelve months (August 2021 to July 2022) followed by Loch
Duart (22%); Mowi (18.9%); Scottish Sea Farms (18.3%), Grieg Seafood (10.7%) and Cooke
(9.9%)
- Last year (2021) was the highest ever for mortalities with nearly 30,000 tonnes of dead farmed
fish reported across Scotland – treble the figure a decade ago
- The highest monthly mortalities were recorded at Bakkafrost Scotland’s Druimyeon Bay
salmon farm off the Isle of Gigha with a staggering 1,110 tonnes of dead fish in October 2021
(almost double the second highest which was Bakkafrost Scotland’s Sgian Dubh salmon farm in
Loch Striven in August 2020 with 683 tonnes of dead fish)
- In 2021, Bakkafrost Scotland reported by far the most mortalities in with 12,174 tonnes
followed by Mowi with 6,984 tonnes; Scottish Sea Farms with 5,058 tonnes; Cooke with 2,160
tonnes; Loch Duart with 1.380 tonnes; Grieg Seafood with 1,134 tonnes and Wester Ross
Fisheries with 252 tonnes
- Over the last decade or so (2010 to 2021), Norwegian giant Mowi reported the most mortalities
with 63,359 tonnes closely followed by Bakkafrost Scotland with 55,483 tonnes; Grieg Seafood
with 31,189 tonnes; Scottish Sea Farms with 29,089 tonnes; Cooke Aquaculture with 26,919
tonnes; Loch Duart with 10,219 tonnes and Wester Ross Fisheries with 835 tonnes
- Average survival (i.e. mortality) over the last decade on salmon farms in Scotland is 78.3% (i.e.
21.7% mortality) with 75.9% (i.e. 24.1% mortality) in 2018 (the latest data available); 73.8%
(i.e. 26.2% mortality) in 2017 and 76.6% (i.e. 23.4% mortality) in 2016
- Over 35 million mortalities have been reported via nearly 3,000 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ to
the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate since January 2017 with Mowi reporting
12.4 million morts via 666 reports; Bakkafrost Scotland reporting 11.7 million morts via 1,045
reports; Cooke Aquaculture reporting 3.4 million morts via 246 reports; Scottish Sea Farms
reporting 2.8 million morts via 479 reports (although Scottish Sea Farms failed to report numbers
of morts in 161 cases) and Grieg Seafood reporting 2.4 million morts with 206 reports
- A rough guesstimate of the number of sea cage farmed salmon mortalities in 2021 is 20 million

Media Backgrounder: Death Becomes Salmon Scotland
Back in 2013, the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation (renamed Salmon Scotland in 2021)
successfully persuaded SEPA not to publish data on the numbers of mortalities claiming that
disclosure would be ‘commercially damaging’. In 2018, lawyers representing salmon farming
companies also lobbied the Scottish Government – unsuccessfully as it turned out – to prevent
damning photos of diseased Scottish salmon being published. From the photos disclosed since –
and published via inspections conducted by the Fish Health Inspectorate – it is not difficult to see
why Scottish salmon farmers do not want the public witnessing such welfare abuse.

Despite the salmon farming industry’s best attempts to hide the scale of mortalities, the publicly
available data is damning. According to data published by SEPA via ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’,
last year (2021) was the highest ever for mortalities with nearly 30,000 tonnes of dead farmed
fish reported across Scotland – treble the figure a decade ago:

Basic mathematics and ratio equations give a rough guesstimate of the number of farmed salmon
mortalities in 2021 as ca. 20 million (i.e. we know that ca. 10,000 tonnes of morts equates to ca.
7 million dead fish so 30,000 tonnes of morts may be over 20 million dead fish).
Based on survival data presented in the ‘Scottish Fish Farming Production Survey 2020’
published by the Scottish Government in September 2021 (the 2021 survey will be published on
27 October 2022), the average mortality rate on salmon farms in Scotland over the last decade
has been as low as 14.6% in 2012 and as high as 26.7% in 2014 (the latest year available details
24.1% mortality in 2018):
2018: 75.9% (i.e. 24.1% mortality)
2017: 73.8% (i.e. 26.2% mortality)
2016: 76.6% (i.e. 23.4% mortality)
2015: 79.1% (i.e. 20.9% mortality)
2014: 73.3% (i.e. 26.7% mortality)
2013: 76.3% (i.e. 23.7% mortality)
2012: 85.4% (i.e. 14.6% mortality)
2011: 77% (i.e. 23% mortality)
2010: 82.8% (i.e. 17.2% mortality)
2009: 83.3% (i.e. 16.7% mortality)

A mass mortality clean-up operation is ongoing on the West coast of Scotland in the port of
Mallaig – here’s a Facebook post (12 September 2022) showing video footage of a Billy Bowie
tanker backing onto a Ferguson Transport mort boat destined for a salmon farm:

Such is the scale of dead Scottish salmon that ferries have refused to carry the stinky cargo for
fear of putting off tourists. The Daily Mail reported in June 2022:

The Times reported in June 2022 that “a leading haulier has claimed that their lorries carrying
fish have been ‘banned’ from a CalMac ferry because the smell upsets tourists”. Robbie
Drummond, managing director of CalMac, said: “The leakage of salmon effluent on to our car
decks is a health and safety issue for passengers and crew and we cannot allow the risk of this
effluent on footwear, clothes and cars being carried into passenger areas.”

The Herald On Sunday reported yesterday (25 September 2022):

According to mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate,
11.9 million mortalities were reported between August 2021 and August 2022 via 824 ‘Mortality
Event Reports’ submitted by salmon farming companies (note that there is only a duty to report
mass mortalities above a certain threshold – i.e. the dataset is not a comprehensive record).
Since 2017 (when the dataset was started), over 35 million mortalities have been reported to the
Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate via nearly 3,000 ‘Mortality Event Reports’.
Some of the data is missing (especially in relation to Scottish Sea Farms who may have over 2
million mortalities unreported) but it includes:
Mowi (Marine Harvest): 666 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ = 12,353,090 (19 missing #s)
The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost Scotland: 1,045 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ =
11,728,798 (8 missing #s)
Cooke Aquaculture: 246 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ = 3,426,628
Scottish Sea Farms: 479 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ = 2,779,260 (161 missing #s)
Grieg Seafood: 206 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ = 2,350,280
Loch Duart: 171 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ = 921,252 (8 missing #s)
The FHI data (which is updated by the Scottish Government on a monthly basis) shows that
reported mass mortalities are increasing with 2022 set to be the highest on record (data for 2022
is only currently available until the end of July/early August):
2022: 4,917,891 (264 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2021: 9,091,344 (728 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2020: 5,155,524 (531 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2019: 6,389,555 (573 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2018: 3,794,605 (347 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2017: 4,843,824 (386 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2016: 1,065,134 (83 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)
2015: 8,118 (7 ‘Mortality Event Reports’)

Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

Notes to Editors:
[1] Here are selected excerpts from ‘Year of the Dead Salmon’:
The Twenty Worst Salmon Farms in Scotland
(ranked by cumulative mortality over the last twelve month period*)

The Scottish Salmon Company (renamed Bakkafrost Scotland in June 2022) accounted for 9 of
the Top 20 including Druimyeon Bay and East Tarbert Bay on Gigha with 82.1% and 80.2%
cumulative mortality respectively; Mowi and Scottish Sea Farms both accounted for 4 cases with
Wester Ross Fisheries (bought by Mowi in June 2022) responsible for 2 cases and one case at
Loch Duart (50.3% mortality in the Sound of Harris).
* August 2021 to July 2022 as published by Salmon Scotland

The Worst Salmon Farms In Scotland Since 2018
(as judged by cumulative mortality rates published by Salmon Scotland)!

82.1%: Druimyeon Bay (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – December 2021
80.2%: East Tarbert Bay (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – January 2022
78.3%: Leinish (Grieg Seafood) – September 2020
66.2%: Vacasay (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – December 2021
65.7%: Ardessie A (Wester Ross Fisheries) – February 2019
59.5%: Greshornish (Mowi) – July 2022
58.2%: Inch Kenneth (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – February 2018
57.7%: Kyles Vuia (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – July 2022
56.2%: Plocrapool (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – February 2021
55.9%: Greanem (Mowi) – June 2022
52.9%: Maaey (Bakkafrost Scotland/Scottish Salmon Company) – December 2019
51.3%: Corlarach (Grieg Seafood) – September 2020
50.5%: Ardessie B (Wester Ross Fisheries) – April 2019
50.3%: Sound of Harris (Loch Duart) – December 2021
50%: Camas Glas (Mowi) - July 2022

SCOTTISH SALMON’S 50%+ MORTALITY CLUB!

Worst Mortality Rates by Company Over the Last Twelve Months*
– Bakkafrost Scotland is the King of Death!

The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost Scotland: 39.8%
Wester Ross Fisheries: 34.4%
Loch Duart: 22%
Mowi Scotland: 18.9%
Scottish Sea Farms: 18.3%
Grieg Seafood: 10.7%
Cooke Aquaculture: 9.9%
Industry Average: 19.9%
Industry Average in 2022 (January to July): 22%
Industry Average in 2021 (August to December): 17.8%
* August 2021 to July 2022 as published by Salmon Scotland
Photos of Bakkafrost’s Druimyeon Bay salmon farm taken during an inspection by the Scottish
Government in October 2021 (published online via the Fish Health Inspectorate’s ‘Case
Information – 2021-0385’):

According to SEPA’s ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’ database (sourced from monthly returns
submitted by salmon farming companies), here are the Top 50 (i.e. highest/worst) sites for
mortalities since 2010 (data up to December 2021) headed by The Scottish Salmon
Company/Bakkafrost in Druimyeon Bay on the Isle of Gigha with a staggering 1,110 tonnes of
dead fish in October 2021 (and another 536 tonnes at nearby East Tarbert Bay – also operated by
The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost):

[Note that Mowi’s Stulaigh Island and Camus Glas salmon farms are certified as “responsibly
farmed by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council and Mowi’s Portnalong salmon farm in Loch
Harport is certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil Association – most of the farms above and below are
certified as “responsibly sourced” via RSPCA Assured who refuse to provide a list but concede
that ca. 150 salmon farms – ca. 60% of the salmon farming industry in Scotland - is certified via
RSPCA Assured generating over £500,000 per year in income]

[Note that Toy Ness salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms is currently undergoing an
initial audit with a view to certification as “farmed responsibly” by the Aquaculture Stewardship
Council; Mowi’s Rum salmon farm is already certified as “farmed responsibly” by the ASC
whilst Mowi’s Muck salmon farm is undergoing an initial audit by the ASC; BBC Countryfile
featured disease-ridden salmon at the RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms site in Loch Creran in
December 2020; gruesome photos of welfare abuse at the Maaey salmon farm operated by The
Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost were published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health
Inspectorate in October 2019; France 5 broadcast video footage shot inside West Strome salmon
farm operated by The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost in September 2021 – the video
footage was obtained by Scottish Salmon Watch via secret filming; Video footage of morts piled
up at Dunvegan Pier – used by Grieg Seafood to deal with mass mortalities at Leinish Bay
salmon farm in Loch Dunvegan – was published in July and September 2020]

The data published by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency via ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’
(self-reported by salmon farming companies) reveals that The Scottish Salmon
Company/Bakkafrost suffered by far the most mortalities in 2021:

Norwegian giant Mowi reported the most mortalities over the last decade (2010 to 2021) closely
followed by The Scottish Salmon Company (renamed Bakkafrost Scotland in June 2022) with
Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk), Cooke Aquaculture and Loch Duart
racking up huge mortalities (Wester Ross Fisheries is a small company but were bought by
Mowi in June 2022):

[Note that just six companies – all foreign owned/controlled – account for over 99% of ‘Scottish’
salmon farming production. Read more via ‘$cottish $camon’]

Number-crunching the data published by SEPA via ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’ for the last decade,
it is clear that The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost have an escalating mortality problem
with mortalities doubling between 2019 and 2021 and increasing 10-fold between 2011 and 2021
(other companies such as Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Loch Duart and Wester Ross also reported
significant increases):

Video footage of mass mortalities at The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost on the Isle of
Gigha where dead fish killed at their disease-ridden Druimyeon Bay and East Tarbert Bay
salmon farms was captured by Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots and broadcast on STV News in
October 2021:

Read ‘Year of the Dead Salmon’ in full online here

[2] Mortalities reported by Mowi highlight escalating disease problems – here are the latest
reports published via https://mowi.com/uk/sustainability/lice-mortality-reporting/

