Scottish Salmon Watch, 6 September 2020
Closing the Net on Salmon Farming's Use of Toxic Chemicals
- All is not well with sick Scottish salmon

- Authorities hide use of toxic chemicals via well boats (data for 2019 still not published)
- SEPA take over regulation from Marine Scotland on 9 November 2020
- Floodgates opened to well boat licences prior to SEPA transfer?
- 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' for 2019 to be published on 29 September 2020
- Internal email in December 2018 "downplayed" transfer of powers to SEPA in
discussion of 'CleanTreat' system (used for the neonicotinoid Imidacloprid)
Regulatory powers for well boats - used by salmon farms to treat sick fish with toxic
chemicals such as Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin and Hydrogen Peroxide - will finally be
transferred from Marine Scotland to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) in
November. Campaigners are cautiously supportive but called on SEPA and the Scottish
Government to come clean on ALL toxic chemicals used by salmon farms in Scotland.
A Freedom of Information (FOI) disclosure by the Scottish Government earlier this week [1]
refused to provide details of toxic chemical use via well boats. A letter from Marine
Scotland dated 31 August 2020 (FOI-2020-00058631) stated that data for 2019 should be
completed by the end of September and data for 2020 "within the first half of 2021":

However, neither the 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' nor 'Scotland's Aquaculture'
database includes data on the use of the carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde (subject of a
10,000 person petition to the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment); antibiotics such as
Oxytetracycline, Florfenicol, Amoxycillin and Fenbendazole (only accessible via FOI
requests); or Hydrogen peroxide (again only accessed via FOI requests - a chemical which
has been shown by recent scientific research to be lethal to seaweed and shellfish such as
shrimp).
Last week (28 August 2020), the Marine Licensing (Exempted Activities) (Scottish Inshore
Region) Amendment Order 2020 (SSI 2020/draft) was laid before the Scottish Parliament and
posted online this week.

A 'Policy Note' from Marine Scotland dated August 2020 explains:

And:

The 'Policy Note' details consultation with Scottish Ministers, the salmon farming industry
and SEPA but there was no public consultation.

According to the 'Scottish Statutory Instrument Tracker Report' (31 August 2020), the order
has been allocated to the Environment, Climate Change & Land Reform Committee with a
report due on 6 October 2020 and the legislation expected to be enacted on 9 November
2020.

The Scottish Government's FOI reply (31 August 2020) on the use of toxic chemicals via
wellboats denied Scottish Salmon Watch's request for internal documents arguing that
disclosure would "give a misleading impression" and that "candour" was required otherwise
"it may undermine or constrain the Government's view on that policy while it was still under
discussion and development" [2].

And:

Documents that were disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-2020-00058631 on 31
August 2020 detailed an update in June 2020 to the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment,
Climate Change and Land Reform (Roseanna Cunningham).

The update included:

And:

It seems that the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation - the lobby group promoting toxic
salmon farming - was briefed even before the Cabinet Secretary:

A letter dated 22 June 2020 to the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change
and Land Reform recommend against public consultation:

Read a summary via FOI reply from the Scottish Government on toxic chemical discharges
via wellboats 31 Aug 2020

A quick look at Marine Scotland's web-site in relation to wellboat discharges suggests that
applications for licences have flooded in from salmon farmers since November 2019 before
licensing powers are transferred to SEPA in November 2020:

Here's a recent example:

"The use of a lethal cocktail of toxic chemicals by salmon farms continues to slip through the
net," said Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch. "It seems that the floodgates
have been opened to wellboat licences before the transfer of regulatory powers to SEPA. It is
a scandal that the vast quantities of the carcinogen Formaldehyde and tanks full of toxic
Hydrogen Peroxide used on salmon farms across Scotland are not published via a public
register or online via 'Scotland's Aquaculture'. The use of Azamethiphos and Deltamethrin
via well boats in 2019 and 2020 is not yet publicly available although data for 2019 will
finally be published by SEPA at the end of September. And the jury is still out on whether
the neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid has already been used in salmon farming. The
salmon farming industry must come clean on their shocking use of toxic chemicals. All is
not well with chemically embalmed Scottish salmon."

Last week (25 August 2020), Scottish Salmon Watch provided the Scottish Information
Commissioner will further reasoning why SEPA must disclose documents on Benchmark's
'CleanTreat' system (the vehicle used for Imidacloprid/BMK08/Ectosan) [3].

Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

Background:
In July 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch questioned why data on the use of Azamethiphos and
Deltamethrin via well boats was still not published for 2019 when data on the use of toxic
chemicals via salmon farms was available up to March 2020 via 'Scotland's Aquaculture'.

Read more via: Public Register of Toxic Chemicals Used in Scottish Salmon Farming?
In December 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed following a FOI disclosure by the
Scottish Government that Marine Scotland was keen to "downplay" any reference to wellboat
discharge licensing moving to SEPA as it "may well be seized upon" (in relation to
Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' system which was subsequently revealed in March 2020 to be the
toxic neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid).

Read more via "Cleaning Tox-Sick Scottish Salmon"

In October 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch reported:

In June 2018, Marine Scotland's Daniel Pendrey wrongly told Scottish Salmon Watch that
wellboat usage of toxic chemicals had been included in the Scotland's Aquaculture database
since 2014 (SEPA told Scottish Salmon Watch in May 2018 that wellboat usage of toxic
chemicals was NOT included).
Read more via "All is Not Well With Sick Scottish Salmon - unreported use of toxic
chemicals via wellboats slips net" and "FOI re. Well Boats & Salmon Farms Since 1 October
2018 - July 2020".

In May 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI request with the VMD, the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and the Scottish Government - including:

On 1 September 2020, the Scottish Government finally published a FOI reply on field trials
of Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08) [4] - including:

Read more via Secret Salmon - On the Trail of Imidacloprid Use in Scotland!
Scottish Salmon Watch this week (2 September 2020) filed a formal review request with the
Director of Marine Scotland with regards to the Scottish Government's refusal to provide
information (including data) on the use of toxic chemicals via wellboats [5].

More background on toxic chemicals used in Scottish salmon farming via:
British Wildlife: "Neonics in Salmon Farming - Alarm Bells Are Ringing"
Oban Times: "Call to ban fish farm use of formaldehyde"
Salmon farm rapped for toxic pesticide breaches
Petition: "Stop Toxic Salmon Farm Chemicals Polluting Scottish Lochs"
Toxic Scottish salmon
Sunday Times: "Outlawed insecticide may be used on Scottish salmon"
Anyone for ASC-Certified Scottish Salmon Doused in Carcinogenic Formaldehyde?
Secret Trials: 'Royal' Salmon Doused with Bee-Killing Insecticide Imidacloprid?
FOI letter to Scottish Ministers re. Formaldehyde/Formalin use on salmon farms since 2013
The Ferret: "Toxic fish farm pesticide polluted ten lochs across Scotland"
REVEALED: Carcinogenic Chemical Formaldehyde Flooding Scottish Lochs
More toxic pesticides to be used by salmon farmers
Under the Cloak of Coronavirus: SEPA open the floodgates to lobster-killing chemicals!
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
Media Backgrounder: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Farmed Salmon
Video Nasty: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Salmon at Kames in Loch Tralaig
Sunday Times: "Chemical fears at Scots fish farms"
Scottish fish farms using cancer-linked embalming fluid as disinfectant
EXPOSED: Mowi's Cache of Carcinogenic Chemicals On Conservative MSPs Estate
EXPOSED: Scottish Salmon's Cascading Use of Cancer-Causing Chemical
Salmon farming giant Mowi probed over chemical use
Fish farming industry bids to relax limits on toxic pesticide
Effects of pharmaceuticals used to treat salmon lice on non-target species: Evidence from a
systematic review
All is Not Well With Sick Scottish Salmon - unreported use of toxic chemicals via wellboats
slips net
Slicegate: Anatomy & Chronology of an Environmental Lobotomy - How the Scottish
Environmental Protection Agency was Sliced to death by the Scottish Government and
salmon farming lobby
How the Scottish Government ‘nuanced’ away fish farm pesticide ban
Pesticide report suppressed after freedom of information warning
Scottish Government under fire for helping block pesticide ban
Revealed: secret role of US drug company in fish farm pesticide row
Ban on polluting pesticide dropped after complaint from fish farmers
Mapped: the 45 lochs polluted by fish farm pesticides
Salmon farming in crisis: 'We are seeing a chemical arms race in the seas'
The Sunday Times: "Salmon industry toxins soar by 1000 per cent"
Scottish Salmon's Lethal Legacy - Ten-fold Increase in Toxic Chemical Use in Ten Years
Scientific Backgrounder: Ecotoxicity & Chemical Resistance
Media Backgrounder: Scotland's 'Silent Spring' of the Sea
Daily Mail: "The toxic chemicals in farmed salmon straight from the loch"
Scottish Salmon Overdoses on Toxic Chemical
Scottish fish farmers use record amounts of parasite pesticides
Chemicals to control salmon parasites
Silent Spring of the Sea

Notes to Editors:
[1] On 31 August 2020, the Scottish Government replied to Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI
request dated 8 July 2020.
From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot>
Date: Mon, Aug 31, 2020 at 5:06 PM
Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies 202000058631
To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Please find attached a response to your correspondence.
Attachments:

Read a summary via FOI reply from the Scottish Government on toxic chemical discharges
via wellboats 31 Aug 2020

[2] A FOI refusal letter from the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch dated 31
August 2020 included:

Read in full via FOI reply from the Scottish Government on toxic chemical discharges via
wellboats 31 Aug 2020 Letter
[3]
From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Aug 25, 2020 at 3:07 PM
Subject: Additional Information re. SEPA 202000275
To: Karin Killington <kkillington@itspublicknowledge.info>,
<wsneddon@itspublicknowledge.info>
Further to Scottish Salmon Watch's appeal filed on 21 February 2020 (posted online via
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html):
Scottish Salmon Watch strongly believes that there is a public interest in the disclosure of
information on 'CleanTreat' including BMK08 (Ectosan).
In fact, it was only in March 2020 that Scottish Salmon Watch discovered that
BMK08/Ectosan was the toxic neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid (banned by the EU in
2018 for use in terrestrial agriculture).
This was reported via The Ferret, ENDS and other publications in March 2020:
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"
ENDS Report: "Calls for greater transparency over ‘toxic’ new fish farm product"
Benchmark sea lice treatment identity revealed
And it forced out a public statement by Benchmark (architects of the CleanTreat system
which uses Imidacloprid/BMK08/Ectosan):
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/bmk08/

Suffice to say that this controversial disclosure adds considerable weight to Scottish Salmon
Watch's appeal.
Moreover, Scottish Salmon Watch further revealed in May 2020 (via a FOI disclosure by
SEPA) that salmon farming giant Mowi in March 2020 had asked SEPA to support a field
trial of Ectosan (re-named BMK08 in November 2019) in Loch Ailort:
Secret Trials: 'Royal' Salmon Doused with Bee-Killing Insecticide Imidacloprid?
"Mowi asks to trial new lice drug in Scotland"
The use of Imidacloprid warranted a letter to the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment from
the Scottish Greens in May 2020:
Scottish Greens "Deeply Concerned" at Mowi's Field Trial of Neonicotinoid Imidacloprid in
Loch Ailort
In June 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch published scientific opposition to the use of
Imidacloprid (which Benchmark proposes to use via the CleanTreat system):
Further Scientific Opposition to Imidacloprid Use in Salmon Farming
Scientific Opposition to Neonicotinoid Use in Salmon Farming
Backgrounder: "Imidacloprid - A Neonicotinoid Insecticide Toxic to Aquatic Life"
Scottish Salmon Watch also published further details on the patents secured by Benchmark
(information which we are not even sure that SEPA was in possession of):
Patent lifts lid on neonicotinoid use in salmon farming
The Sunday Times and BBC Radio featured the controversial issue in June 2020 and British
Wildlife viewed the issue as such a public concern that they featured it in their Editorial in
August 2020:
Sunday Times: "Outlawed insecticide may be used on Scottish salmon"
BBC Farming Today on "Neonicotinoids in Salmon Farming"
British Wildlife: "Neonics in Salmon Farming - Alarm Bells Are Ringing"

SEPA's refusal to disclose information on CleanTreat, BMK08, Ectosan and Imidacloprid is
an affront to transparency and runs counter to their role as a publicly-funded watchdog for the
environment. Scottish Salmon Watch believes that protecting the commercial interests of a
Norwegian-funded industry at the expense of the Scottish environment is unacceptable and
unreasonable.

It beggars belief that SEPA are placing the profits of Norway's 5th richest man (Johan
Andresen - owner of Ferd Capital which controls Benchmark) before the Scottish
environment and public accountability.
Read more via: Follow the Salmoney - the Norwegian tobacco billionaire behind the
Neonicotinoid Imidacloprid
Scottish Salmon Watch asks the Scottish Information Commissioner to force the disclosure of
information in the public interest. The considerable media coverage of the issue since March
2020 when it was publicly revealed that CleanTreat was a Trojan Horse designed to use a
banned neonicotinoid insecticide is evidence enough.
Media coverage before Benchmark was forced to publicly admit that BMK08/Ectosan was
Imidacloprid is available as reference via Media coverage of Benchmark's 'CleanTreat',
Ectosan and BMK08
A time-line detailing how the use of Imidacloprid was secured via a patent in Norway back in
2011 is online via Horrible History: Imidacloprid Use in Salmon Farming
Please force SEPA to protect the Scottish environment rather than protect the commercial
interests of a Norwegian company wanting to keep secret documents detailing the use of a
toxic neonicotinoid insecticide.
If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me on 07771 541826.
Please provide a receipt for this email.
Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch

From: Wendy Snedden <wsnedden@itspublicknowledge.info>
Date: Mon, Aug 17, 2020 at 4:24 PM
Subject: Application for Decision by the Scottish Information Commissioner - Scottish
Salmon Watch and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency - 202000275
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>

Our Ref:

202000275

Date:

17 August 2020

Dear Mr Staniford
Application for Decision by the Scottish Information Commissioner

Applicant: Scottish Salmon Watch (SSW)
Public Authority: Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)

I refer to previous correspondence regarding SSW’s application to the Commissioner. This
relates to its information requests of 23 October 2019 to SEPA, seeking information
concerning the treatment of wellboat discharges.
I will investigate SSW’s application and will be your point of contact with this office. If you
have any queries, or would like a progress report at any time, please contact me by email at
wsnedden@itspublicknowledge.info.
Scope of investigation
My investigation will be limited to the matter raised in SSW’s application to the
Commissioner. This is to ascertain whether SEPA was entitled to withhold some of the
information SSW requested (in part 6 of its request) under the exception in
regulation 10(5)(e) (Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information) of the
Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs).
Public Interest Test
SEPA is withholding some of the information SSW asked for under an exception which is
subject to the public interest test, i.e. regulation 10(5)(e) (Confidentiality of commercial or
industrial information). More information about the public interest test can be found here:
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/Law/FOISAEIRsGuidance/ThePublicInterestTest/ThePublicInterestTestEIRs.aspx
This means that the Commissioner must balance the public interest in favour of disclosing the
information against any public interest there may be in not disclosing it. I have already noted
the public interest arguments set out in SSW’s application to the Commissioner, and note
your subsequent emails of 5 and 17 March 2020. Please let me have any additional
comments SSW wishes to submit on why it believes disclosing the information would be in
the public interest.
Please provide any further comments by close of business on Tuesday, 1 September 2020.
I will now contact SPEA and give it an opportunity to comment on SSW’s application. The
Commissioner is required, by law, to give authorities an opportunity to comment.
Once I have considered the submissions from both SSW and SEPA, I may contact you again
to explore whether it is possible to resolve SSW’s application without the need for a formal
Decision Notice.
It is important that you let me know about anything which may be relevant to the
investigation. If SEPA contacts you in relation to SSW’s application, or if SSW finds it no

longer needs a decision from the Commissioner, please let me know as soon as possible.
Please also let me know if your contact details change.
Over the last few months, we have received many more applications than usual and our office
premises remain closed due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, although staff are
working remotely. This means there might be a slight delay in progressing SSW’s
application, however please be assured we will do so as quickly as possible.
I am now on leave until 31 August 2020, however my emails are being monitored in my
absence. On my return, I will be working remotely, normally Mondays to Thursdays.
Information about what we do with the personal information you give us can be found in our
Privacy Notice: http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/home/privacy.aspx. If you would like
me to send you a hard copy of the notice, let me know.
It would be helpful if you could acknowledge receipt of this email.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Yours sincerely
Wendy Snedden
Freedom of Information Officer
________________________________________
Scottish Information Commissioner
Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road
St Andrews, KY16 9DS
Email: wsnedden@itspublicknowledge.info
Web:

www.itspublicknowledge.info

Twitter: @FOIScotland

Read more via "Please Come Clean on BMK08!"

[4] On 1 September 2020, the Scottish Government published a FOI reply on field trials of
Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08):

[5] On 2 September 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a formal request for a review of FOI2020-00058631 with the Director of Marine Scotland:

Download in full online here

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in December 2019:

Read more via:
Press Release: Cleaning Tox-Sick Scottish Salmon
CleanTreat FOI Disclosures by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch
Media Backgrounder: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Salmon
Discharge of salmon farming well boats: EIR release

