Scottish Salmon Watch, 2 February 2020

Welfare Abuse on Scottish Salmon Farms
- Scottish scientist calls for a ban on the 'Thermolicer' & says Scottish salmon should
not be certified as 'welfare friendly' by RSCPA Assured
- "It's pretty gruesome stuff...this is heavy duty suffering...horrifying...totally
unacceptable" says Dr. Lynne Sneddon in video interview
- Legal action against Scottish Ministers & salmon farming companies
A leading scientific expert on fish welfare backs calls for a ban on the 'Thermolicer' and
believes that welfare abuse is so widespread it calls into question the certification of 70% of
salmon farming in Scotland as 'welfare-friendly' via RSPCA Assured. This month Scottish
Salmon Watch launched a fund-raising drive to instruct Advocates for Animals to act for
them in legal action against salmon farming companies for breaches of the Animal Health &
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 and against Scottish Ministers for failing to properly police
welfare legislation.
In an exclusive interview with Scottish Salmon Watch, Dr. Lynne Sneddon (Director of
Bioveterinary Science at the University of Liverpool) [1], said:
"These fish are obviously damaged so they will be in pain and quite frankly this would not be
acceptable in pig, sheep or cow farms. If you walked past a field and saw a sheep or a cow
with a massive patch of skin missing there would be a public uproar. So really these fish
should be removed at the first sign of illness and humanely killed to safeguard their welfare."

"Looking at the empirical evidence and these surveys which have shown mortalities are
highest after these heat treatments I do not think they should be used," continued Scottish
born Dr. Sneddon (who discovered fish feel pain during her postdoctoral research at the
Roslin Institute in 2003). I think they shouldn't be allowed because they are causing pain and
distress to these animals, mortality afterwards, they cause tissue damage. Basically this
would not be allowed if this was a cow, sheep, pig or a chicken. We not put them in scolding
hot water that causes them pain to treat them. And so I believe this is an inhumane way of
dealing with lice and should not be allowed."

In response to a 'Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon', Dr
Sneddon commented:

"The fish here have a lot of lesions, ulcers, damage due to sea lice, eye damage. Really, these
fish should never have been allowed to get to this stage. The minute they show signs of
illness they should be removed and humanely killed. It would suggest that these animals
have been allowed to persist and suffer for a long time. The skin of the fish is covered in
nociceptive nerves which detect potentially painful stimuli so the damage caused by these sea
lice will be painful. And it also leaves the fish open to secondary infections from other
pathogens so it is highly likely that the body will be invaded by other diseases."

"Because it is hidden under the water the public aren't aware of these issues," continued Dr.
Sneddon (author of a 2019 scientific paper published by the Royal Society). "They don't
know the real truth about salmon farming and the extent of the mortalities and the extent of
disease. I think if they knew there would be a massive outcry at the state of these animals
and it just wouldn't be allowed."

"It's all about money really - they want to make as much money as possible from these
salmon," said Dr. Sneddon, a graduate from the University of Glasgow. "And so in effect
they will allow them to persist in the hope that when they harvest them these lesions aren't
seen when they fillet them and prepare them. These lesions starts as very small either
bacterial infections or fungal infections or damage to the skin. The extent of these lesions
means that these fish have had this problem for a very long time."

"When we look at these photos which have been released from the Government we can see
these animals are in a terrible state and I would say this is totally unacceptable," continued
Dr. Sneddon. "These animals should have been removed and humanely killed well before
they got into this situation. We would never ever allow this in a laboratory. In a laboratory
aquarium we have very strict legislation. Any animal showing signs of ill health which
impairs their welfare are killed humanely immediately, they're euthenased. And you would
never get this in a public aquarium either - we would never have fish in this state. The fact is
that Scottish farming is allowing fish to persist in with diseases, lesions. This is just not
acceptable. So if you were to interpret the Animal Welfare Act that there is a duty of care,
that they have to have responsibility, we should have really basically got these fish out and
euthenased them at the first sign of ill health. It's pretty gruesome stuff. And again I would
say that they should have never have got to this stage. This is heavy duty suffering."

"The state of this fish is horrifying," said Dr. Sneddon commenting on shocking evidence of
suffering salmon at the Scottish Salmon Company's Vacasay farm in Loch Roag obtained by
photographer Corin Smith and broadcast on the BBC One Show. "If this was a terrestrial
animal - a farmed animal such as a cow, pig, sheep, chicken - there would be a public outcry.
This would not be allowed. But because salmon are farmed under the water then all of this is
hidden. I think really that these fish should not be allowed to live in this kind of state."

When asked whether farmed salmon in such a state should be certified via RSPCA Assured
(as is the case for ca. 70% of Scottish salmon farming production), Dr. Sneddon replied:
"Well, I've never ever been an RSPCA certifier. Personally, in my own opinion as a scientist,
'no' is the answer. I would not say this is a welfare friendly practice."

Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch, said:
"It is painfully obvious that salmon are suffering from serious and systematic abuse both on
factory farms and via mechanical treatments such as the Thermolicer. There is a huge
disconnect between the marketing of Scottish salmon as 'healthy', 'responsibly sourced' and
'welfare friendly' via RSPCA Assured and the gruesome images of welfare abuse on salmon
farms. Scientific evidence surely dictates an immediate ban on mechanical treatments such
as the Thermolicer. The damning photographic evidence graphically illustrates unnecessary
suffering, pain and widespread welfare problems on Scottish salmon farms. Scottish
Ministers are clearly failing to police the welfare nightmare that is salmon farming.
Offenders must be prosecuted as a matter of urgency to end the torture and suffering."

Watch video footage of a Thermolicer in action on a Mowi salmon farm certified by RSPCA
Assured in Loch Leven online here

Edie Bowles, a solicitor with Advocates for Animals, said:
"From the photographic evidence it appears that there is a strong legal case to answer.
Farmed salmon are afforded protection from 'Unnecessary Suffering' under the Animal
Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006. The photographs we have seen indicate systemic and
obvious pain and suffering. Welfare standards on salmon farms need to be improved in order
to comply with the law."
Read more via:
Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon (February 2020)
Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon (February 2020)

Next month (23 March) Scottish Salmon Watch will be attending a 'Focus on Fish' workshop
hosted by the RSPCA at the University of Edinburgh [2].

Read more background on the RSPCA's certification of ca. 70% of Scottish salmon farming
production as 'welfare-friendly' by RSPCA Assured (formerly Freedom Food) via: "New
report estimates that Scottish salmon farming mortalities are now running at 20 million fish a
year despite 2/3rds of the industry being certified as RSPCA Assured"
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Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)
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Read more via "The Faces of Scottish Salmon - the Ugly Truth Exposed" (February 2020)
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