
Scottish Salmon Watch, 24 September 2020  

 

Secret Filming Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured Kames 
 

 

- Campaigners call for Kames to close freshwater salmon farm in Argyll  

- Video footage reveals mass mortalities & dying salmon floating on surface  

- "Unnecessary suffering" of farmed salmon in Loch Tralaig 

- Welfare complaint filed for breach of Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 

- RSPCA asked to withdraw welfare certification via RSPCA Assured 

- Carcinogenic Formaldehyde (Formalin) used in vast quantities to treat disease  

 

Secret filming by Scottish Salmon Watch at Kames Fish Farming - certified as welfare 

friendly via RSPCA Assured - has revealed shocking mass mortalities and diseased salmon 

dying in Loch Tralaig.  A complaint filed with the Animal & Plant Health Agency, the Fish 

Health Inspectorate and Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit has prompted an investigation 

into welfare abuse at the freshwater salmon farm near Oban [1].   

 

 
 

Video evidence submitted by Scottish Salmon Watch points to breaches of the Animal Health 

& Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 - specifically 'Unnecessary Suffering' (Section 19) and 

'Ensuring the Welfare of Animals' (Section 24) - by Kames Fish Farming [2].    

 

Read more via The Ferret: "Salmon dying in cages prompt fish farm investigation" 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html
https://kames.co.uk/our-husbandry/
https://kames.co.uk/our-husbandry/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://www.facebook.com/kamesfishfarm/
https://theferret.scot/investigation-launched-into-video-of-dying-salmon/
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL


Watch video footage of mass mortalities at Kames Fish Farming online here  

 

 
 

Watch video footage of dead and dying farmed salmon at Kames Fish Farm online here 

 

 
 

 

"Shame on the RSPCA for certifying Kames Fish Farm as welfare friendly," said Don 

Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch.  "The video footage from Loch Tralaig clearly 

shows ongoing welfare abuse and breach of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 

2006.  Kames is guilty of allowing 'unnecessary suffering' in farmed salmon and must be 

prosecuted with the full force of the law.  Grieg Seafood in Shetland (who are understood to 

be buying the smolts for on-growing) cannot in all conscience condone such cruelty at 

Kames.  Consumers should boycott all Scottish salmon even fish stamped with the RSPCA 

Assured logo." 

https://vimeo.com/457215999/c9b1f7d4c1
https://vimeo.com/457223750/1fd51cac54
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://vimeo.com/457215999/c9b1f7d4c1
https://vimeo.com/457223750/1fd51cac54


"This disproves the idea that farmers care for their stock," said Andrew Holder of Dip In The 

Blue.  "Fish are dying in torment whilst they pour more corrosive chemicals into the open 

cages.  Kames should be shut down forthwith, for animal welfare offences." 

 

"The desperate practice of pouring drums of Formalin daily into this freshwater loch simply 

cannot continue," said Maggie Brotherston of Dip In The Blue.  "Why are the regulators 

turning a blind eye to the dreadful suffering of these sick fish and the volume of toxic 

chemicals being used by Kames in Tralaig?  RSPCA Assured is clearly a misnomer.  This is 

Ecocide." 

 

Watch 'The Poisoned Loch' - a film by Andrew Holder and Maggie Brotherston of Dip in the 

Blue: 

 

 
 

B-roll video footage is available online here 

 

 

https://www.lochcreran.org.uk/another-licer-in-loch-creran
http://www.dipintheblue.org/
http://www.dipintheblue.org/
http://www.dipintheblue.org/
https://vimeo.com/457480484/9af11ec367
http://www.dipintheblue.org/
http://www.dipintheblue.org/
https://vimeo.com/457486504/78d965bdb0
https://vimeo.com/457486504/78d965bdb0


High res photos are available to download online via Google Drive: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL


 
 

 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL


 
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL


 
 

 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL


 
 

 

Video footage shot by Scottish Salmon Watch in September 2020 is available via: 

 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17fVpiNkCba4-zCkusnCYhTSnPOJGLQvL
https://vimeo.com/459078445/705632078f


 
 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

 

Salmon Farmer Charged by Police Scotland for Assault Over Filming of Carcinogenic 

Chemicals! 
Oban Times: "Call to ban fish farm use of formaldehyde" 

REVEALED: Carcinogenic Chemical Formaldehyde Flooding Scottish Lochs 

Video Nasty: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Salmon at Kames in Loch Tralaig  

EXPOSED: Scottish Salmon's Cascading Use of Cancer-Causing Chemical 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/salmon-farmer-charged-by-police-scotland-for-assault-over-filming-of-carcinogenic-chemicals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/salmon-farmer-charged-by-police-scotland-for-assault-over-filming-of-carcinogenic-chemicals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/oban-times-call-to-ban-fish-farm-use-of-formaldehyde.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/revealed-carcinogenic-chemical-flooding-scottish-lochs-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/video-nasty-chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-at-kames-in-loch-tralaig-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/formalinuse.html
https://vimeo.com/459937370
https://vimeo.com/459944790


Kames claims on their web-site: 

 
 

 

https://kames.co.uk/accreditations/
https://kames.co.uk/accreditations/
https://kames.co.uk/accreditations/


In May 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch reported that the RSPCA had suspended physical 

inspections of salmon farms due to Coronavirus restrictions. 

 

In April 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch reported that welfare abuse on salmon farms is being 

systematically covered up by the Animal & Plant Health Agency. 
 

 
 

In November 2019, The Ferret reported that Mowi was officially reprimanded for animal 

welfare failures at 'Bay of the Dead Heads' following secret filming by Scottish Salmon 

Watch. 

 

Read more via:  

The Ferret: "Threat of legal action over farmed salmon ‘torture chamber’"  

REVEALED: Over Half a Million Salmon Tortured to Death by De-Licers! 

Censored: Welfare Abuse on Salmon Farms 

Open letter to the RSPCA calls for an end to the certification of Scottish salmon 

Sunday Times: "RSPCA paid over £500,000 to back Scottish salmon industry" 

Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon  

Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon 

Salmon farming firm under fire over fish welfare after 700,000 deaths 

Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms - Why No Legal Enforcement Or Prosecutions? 

The Go Pro Camera Never Lies (Unlike Salmon Farmers) 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/rspca-suspend-salmon-farm-inspections.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/rspca-suspend-salmon-farm-inspections.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/the-ferret-threat-of-legal-action-over-farmed-salmon-torture-chamber-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/pull-the-plug-on-the-thermolicer-end-the-torture-now-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://ecohustler.com/technology/open-letter-to-the-rspca-calls-for-an-end-to-the-certification-of-scottish-salmon/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://theferret.scot/mowi-fish-farming-deaths/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://tinyurl.com/y3duj7bz


In June 2019, secret filming by Scottish Salmon Watch in Loch Shieldaig exposed welfare 

abuse at The Scottish Salmon Company (as reported by The Ferret and STV News). 

 

 
 

In August 2018, secret filming by Corin Smith exposed welfare abuse at The Scottish Salmon 

Company in Loch Roag (as reported by The Ferret, BBC One Show, BBC Panorama, The 

Daily Mail and Salmon Business). 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Official inspections of lice-ridden salmon farm slammed as ‘whitewash’ 

Named: supermarkets selling salmon from ‘poor’ welfare firms 

Suffering Salmon: Watchdog investigates farm over claims that more than 300,000 fish are 

infested with lice 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/my-entry.html
https://theferret.scot/shieldaig-salmon-farm-probe/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UoflkTvCCnExvZFdMo9s0-41yroVQBYo
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=278759929402409
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://salmonbusiness.com/animal-tragedy-in-scotland-in-no-way-shape-or-form-is-this-acceptable/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-vacasay-farm-whitewash/
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/the-ferret-sick-salmon-film-prompts-government-probe-into-scottish-fish-farm.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=278759929402409


Keep updated about Kames in Loch Tralaig via Save Our Lochs on Twitter: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://twitter.com/SaveOurLochs
https://twitter.com/SaveOurLochs/status/1296864803877720071
https://twitter.com/SaveOurLochs/status/1297555257078226944
https://twitter.com/SaveOurLochs/status/1297149704879439874


More video footage of Kames Fish Farming via: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ob2VuorUOZE&feature=emb_title
https://vimeo.com/441926490


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/444444666
https://vimeo.com/291579067


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/460887930
https://vimeo.com/444356761


 
 

 

 
 

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/461308504
https://vimeo.com/444450517


Notes to Editors: 

 

[1] 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sat, Sep 12, 2020 at 7:58 AM 

Subject: Official Complaint: Welfare abuse at Kames in Loch Tralaig 

To: <MS.fishhealth@gov.scot>, SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA <enquiries@apha.gov.uk>, 

<APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk>, SCD Wildlife Crime 

<SCDWildlifeCrime@scotland.pnn.police.uk> 

 

 

Please consider this an official complaint against Kames Fish Farm for unnecessary suffering 

and failure to ensure the welfare of animals under their care in Loch Tralaig in Argyll (just 

South of Oban off the A816). 

 

I visited Kames Fish Farm in Loch Tralaig - a freshwater loch with a dam operated by 

Scottish Power (the cages are located just by the dam with easy access out from a beach 

where a car can be parked close by). 

 

At 8am on Thursday (10 September 2020) I witnessed horrific welfare abuse - with farmed 

salmon floating dead and dying on the surface of all four cages.  When the Kames Fish Farm 

workers arrived at 9.30am they spent their time filling feeding containers and lifting one of 

the nets to apply carcinogenic Formaldehyde instead of dealing with the fish welfare 

problem. I watched and was shocked at their complete disregard for dying fish belly up on 

the surface of their farm. 

 

Kames Fish Farm workers failed to safeguard animal welfare and promoted unnecessary 

suffering of the fish. Scottish Salmon Watch believes the actions - or the lack of them - by 

Kames Fish Farm represents a breach of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006.  

Section 19 is "Unnecessary Suffering" and Section 24 is "Ensuring Welfare of Animals" - 

Kames Fish Farm are breaching both and must be prosecuted.   

 

The welfare abuse by Kames Fish Farm occurs on a daily basis - and has done so since they 

stocked the farm in early July.  Scottish Salmon Watch understands that the reason Kames 

Fish Farm does not euthanize dying fish in clear pain immediately is because after the 

treatment with Formaldehyde many more mortalities occur.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch has video footage of the welfare abuse highlighted above and video 

footage of bins full of morts at Kames Fish Farm land base near Kilmelford. 

 

Video footage and photographic evidence has been recorded on an almost daily basis by a 

local resident in Loch Tralaig (Save Our Lochs has posted regularly on Twitter). I understand 

the farmed salmon are suffering from Sapronelgia but may have other disease and pathogen 

problems. 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch urges APHA, the Police Scotland Wildlife Crime Unit and the Fish 

Health Inspectorate to intervene immediately to end ongoing welfare abuse and unnecessary 

suffering at Kames Fish Farm in Loch Tralaig. 

 



I am currently in the field but am on 07771 541826 if you require any other details.  I can 

share video footage hopefully later today. 

 

Please help stop further welfare abuse by Kames Fish Farm.  The Loch Tralaig salmon farm 

is a crime against nature and one of the worst examples of welfare abuse Scottish Salmon 

Watch has ever encountered.  If the fish - which have been shown to be sentient beings 

capable of experiencing pain and suffering - could speak then they would be screaming: 

"Kames Fish Farm is criminal". 

 

Thanks, 

 

 

 

Don Staniford  

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Saturday, September 12, 2020 

Subject: Video evidence of welfare abuse at Kames 

To: "MS.fishhealth@gov.scot" <MS.fishhealth@gov.scot>, SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA 

<enquiries@apha.gov.uk>, "APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk" 

<APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk>, SCD Wildlife Crime 

<SCDWildlifeCrime@scotland.pnn.police.uk> 

 

 

Here's the video evidence as promised in my formal complaint filed earlier this morning - 

please watch the video footage in conjunction with the complaint. 

 

https://vimeo.com/457215999/c9b1f7d4c1 

 

https://vimeo.com/457223750/1fd51cac54 

 

 

Thanks, 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:enquiries@apha.gov.uk
mailto:APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:SCDWildlifeCrime@scotland.pnn.police.uk
https://vimeo.com/457215999/c9b1f7d4c1
https://vimeo.com/457223750/1fd51cac54


[2]  Kames Fish Farming is owned by Stuart Cannon and members of the Lord Selby (Gully) 

family. 

 

 
 

 

https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/SC051158/filing-history
https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/SC051158/filing-history
https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/SC051158/persons-with-significant-control
https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/SC051158/filing-history


According to Cracrofts Peerage: "The heir presumptive to the Viscountcy of Selby is Hon 

James Edward Hugh Grey Gully, 2nd son of the 3rd Viscount Selby and great-uncle of the 

present Viscount".  

 

 

http://cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/selby1905.htm
http://cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/selby1905.htm
http://cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/selby1905.htm


 

 

  

  

What does the Gully/Selby family think about Kames dragging their name down into the 

gutter? 

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viscount_Selby
http://cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/selby1905.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viscount_Selby


Follow Kames Fish Farming on Facebook and their new web-site. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Read more via: Salmon Farmer Charged by Police Scotland for Assault Over Filming of 

Carcinogenic Chemicals! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/kamesfishfarm/
https://kames.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/salmon-farmer-charged-by-police-scotland-for-assault-over-filming-of-carcinogenic-chemicals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/salmon-farmer-charged-by-police-scotland-for-assault-over-filming-of-carcinogenic-chemicals.html
https://kames.co.uk/careers/
https://www.creativeboom.com/inspiration/kames-steelhead-trout/

