
The Real Salmon Farming Resistance, 17 March 2023 

 

Global Resistance to All Salmon Farms – on land, in the sea & in freshwater! 

- Campaigners urge no compromise in the defense of wild and farmed salmon 

- “Boycott all farmed salmon” urge resistors  

 

 
 

Campaigners are calling for a global boycott of all farmed salmon – grown on land, in the sea 

and in freshwater.  A new group – the Real Salmon Farming Resistance – has spawned out of the 

Global Salmon Farming Resistance which is meeting today at a ‘Salmon Summit’ in Iceland 

where “alternatives to open net cage salmon farming” are being discussed [1]. 

 

Yvon Choinard, founder of Patagonia and funder of the Global Salmon Farming Resistance, said 

at the Seafood Summit [2]: 

 

“I’ve personally witnessed the damage to our oceans that open net salmon farms have caused in 

the U.S., Canada, Chile and Norway.  They are also producing a toxic product that should never 

be eaten by humans or even our pets.  We already know that there are better ways to farm, but 

will we have the imagination and courage to do the right thing for our home planet?” 

 

Don Staniford, founder of the Real Salmon Farming Resistance, said: 

 

“There are no better ways to farm salmon – some salmon farms are worse than others but every 

single one is an affront to Mother Nature.  All methods of salmon farming are ethically and 

environmentally bankrupt.  Land-based salmon farming may be even more of a welfare 

nightmare with an extensive ecological footprint, effluent pollution and mass mortalities.  There 

are no sustainable or acceptable alternatives to the farming of the ‘King of Fish’.  Put simply, 

there is no right way to the do the wrong thing.  Cramming a migratory species such as Atlantic 

salmon in cages is inherently unsustainable and akin to farming sea eagles or albatrosses.   For 

the sake of our planet and fish welfare we need to stop farming salmon in the sea, freshwater and 

on land.  Closed containment systems – whether on land, in the water or inside floating fish farm 

ships – are concentration camps and lethal torture chambers for millions of farmed fish.” 

https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR/photos/pcb.161414663438433/161414563438443
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR/photos/pcb.161414663438433/161414563438443


The Real Salmon Farming Resistance was created yesterday (16 March 2023):  

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Mar 16, 2023 at 2:12 PM 

Subject: The Real Salmon Farming Resistance - new group fighting ALL salmon farms 

To: @thegsfr.com 

 

Suffice to say that $camon $cotland is inviting people to join the Real Salmon Farming 

Resistance. 

 

This new group - spawned from frustration with NGOs giving implicit or explicit support for 

closed containment or semi-enclosed salmon farming - will campaign against all salmon farms.   

 

Put simply, salmon farming is an ethically and environmentally bankrupt industry whether it is in 

the sea or on land.  Cramming a migratory species such as salmon in cages - whether in the 

marine environment or freshwater - is an ecological and welfare nightmare.   

 

I understand that different groups take varying positions on closed containment and land-based 

salmon farming within the broad coalition of the Global Salmon Farming Resistance.  However, 

the Real Salmon Farming Resistance will advocate for the end of ALL salmon farming globally - 

not just open net cages in the sea.  

 

Speaking personally, I've campaigned long enough on the salmon farming issue (and adopted 

various shades of green at various times) to come to the conclusion that a zero tolerance 

approach is the only way forward for me.  There is no 'pure' salmon in my view other than wild 

salmon (certainly not lab grown salmon; not GE salmon; and not salmon grown in cages, tanks 

or closed containers).   

 

I respect the fact that others do not share this view and people are obviously free to collaborate, 

compromise and coordinate with pro-salmon farming interests.  I will not be party to such 

discussions but am always available to provide input to any discussions aimed solely at stopping 

salmon farms in the sea or on land.   

 

The ongoing shift from open net cages towards semi-enclosed and land-based systems is 

attracting growing criticism: 

 

'Flawed' & 'Failed' Semi-Closed Containment Salmon Farming is a "Viral Super-Spreader"!   

 

"Fish farm protest staged at Grimsby football match" (Fish Farmer)  

 

 

The Ferret reported (10 March 2023): 

"Dr Nick Palmer, head of Compassion in World Farming UK, told The Ferret that RAS systems 

“typically use very high stocking densities and confine fish to barren tanks devoid of 

environmental enrichment” meaning their behavioural needs are not met.  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/02/flawed-failed-semi-closed-containment-is-a-viral-super-spreader-like-open-net-caged-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/03/fish-farm-protest-staged-at-grimsby-football-match-fish-farmer.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-boss-spying-plan-largest-fish-farm/


Palmer also pointed out that the salmon reared at in Grimsby will be given feed containing wild-

caught fish. “This practice puts additional pressure on our already overfished wild populations 

and impacts other wild animals that rely on those fish to survive,” said Palmer, who urged North 

East Lincolnshire Council to reject the project.  

“There are other environmental concerns too – RAS are energy intensive, and many systems also 

rely heavily on precious resources like freshwater. It is estimated that to produce one salmon 

fillet in a RAS system, it takes as much freshwater as one person would drink in a whole year.” 

 

Please message me if you're interested in supporting this new initiative - there will be a Zoom 

call next month as the group gets off the ground.   

 

 

 
Last month (16 February 2023), Living Oceans Society championed land-based salmon farming 

in a post on Facebook: 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/livingoceans
https://www.facebook.com/livingoceans


 

 
 
 
The Global Salmon Farming Resistance posted on Facebook yesterday (16 March 2023): 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR
https://www.facebook.com/livingoceans
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR


 
 

 
The North Atlantic Salmon Fund (NASF) admit on their website that they “promote cleaner, 

more sustainable alternatives” to open net cage salmon farming. 

 

NASF’s ‘Seafood Summit’ took place this week (16/17 March 2023) in Iceland - including 

presentations by pro-salmon farming businesses and advocates: 

 

 

http://northatlanticsalmonfund.org/salmon-aquaculture/
https://nasf.is/salmonsummit2023/
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR
https://nasf.is/panelists-salmon-summit-2023/


 
 

 

The ‘Seafood Summit’ – opened yesterday by the President of Iceland (Gudni Th. Johannesson) 

– included a discussion on “alternatives to open net pen salmon farming”: 
 

 

https://nasf.is/agenda-2023-salmon-summit/
https://nasf.is/panelists-salmon-summit-2023/
https://nasf.is/agenda-2023-salmon-summit/


Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: +44 7771 541826 and salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com  

 
Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  

 
 

 

Find out more on the Global Salmon Farming Resistance via Instagram and Facebook. 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/the_gsfr/
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR/photos/pcb.161414663438433/161414566771776


 
 

[2]  

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CplII6HJrTt/
https://www.facebook.com/theGSFR/photos/pcb.161414663438433/161414563438443

