Scottish Salmon Watch, 12 October 2018
Secret 'Scottish' Salmon
- Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refuse to disclose information for ova imports as
it would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests"
- 58 million ova used for 'Scottish' salmon imported from Norway, Iceland & Ireland
(including 7 million of unknown origin) in 2017
Campaigners are calling for transparency and full disclosure of the origin of ova (eggs)
imported for use in 'Scottish' salmon farming. In September, the Scottish Government
refused to disclose import information for Scottish Sea Farms (owned by the Norwegian
companies Leroy & Salmar) citing "the confidentiality of commercial information".
Import information on the origin of ova imports involving other 'Scottish' salmon farming
companies was disclosed including Norwegian-owned Marine Harvest, Norwegian-owned
Grieg Seafood, Canadian-owned Cooke Aquaculture and Swiss-controlled The Scottish
Salmon Company. Scottish Salmon Watch is now considering an appeal to the Scottish
Information Commissioner.
Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via Freedom of Information revealed that 58
million ova were imported during 2017 (with at least another 38 million ova imported in the
first six months of 2018). At least 37 million of the ova imported during 2017 were from
Norway (with 7 million ova imported for use by Scottish Sea Farms of unknown origin since
the data was redacted) [1].
Between January 2017 and May 2018, Marine Harvest imported 32.6 million ova from
Norway (all sourced from Marine Harvest Norway).

Between January 2017 and March 2018, The Scottish Salmon Company imported 10.3
million ova from Iceland and Norway (including ISA-infected AquaGen):

Between January 2017 and June 2018, Grieg Seafood imported 9.6 million ova from Norway
and Iceland:

Between January 2017 and February 2018, Cooke Aquaculture imported 7.6 million ova from
Iceland, Ireland and Norway (including ISA-infected AquaGen):

Disclosure of information relating to where Scottish Sea Farms import ova would "cause
substantial harm to their commercial interests" and would "give competitors an advantage by
revealing company or industrial commercial strategy" claimed the Scottish Government in a
FOI refusal letter dated 19 September 2018 [2].
Hence information relating to the 12.5 million ova imported by Scottish Sea Farms between
January 2017 and March 2018 has been redacted:

"We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open and
transparent government," concluded the Scottish Government in their letter dated 19
September 2018. "However, there is a greater public interest in protecting the commercial
interests of companies that provide employment and contribute economically to Scotland."
In May 2017, Scottish Sea Farms was given the go-ahead for the development of a £35
million hatchery near Oban. Watch video report online here

"So-called 'Scottish Salmon' is a scam, sham and a consumer con," said Don Staniford,
Director of Scottish Salmon Watch. "Scottish Sea Farms is Norwegian-owned and imported
over 12.5 million eggs since January 2017 yet refuses to reveal where they came from. What
is the secret so significant that disclosure would cause 'serious harm'? Is Scottish Sea Farms
importing ova from virus-ridden stock in Chile or at an ISA-infected facility in Norway?"

In August 2018, it was revealed that lawyers acting for Scottish Sea Farms (and The Scottish
Salmon Company) had threatened legal action to prevent the disclosure of damning photos of
disease-ridden Scottish salmon.
In September 2018, video footage of lice-infested salmon and cleaner fish at Scottish Sea
Farms' salmon farm in Loch Spelve was published by Scottish Salmon Watch.

Scottish Sea Farms is the exclusive supplier for fake brand 'Lochmuir' sold by Marks &
Spencer and certified as 'welfare friendly' by RSPCA Assured.

Watch video reports online here - and online here

"The Scottish Salmon Company markets itself as 'Shaped in Scotland' yet has imported over
10 million eggs from Norway and Iceland since January 2017," continued Staniford. "This
is a 'Scottish' salmon company registered in Jersey, floated on the Norwegian stock exchange
and their largest shareholder is a Swiss financial institution believed to be controlled by a
Ukrainian businessman. Lift up Scottish salmon's kilt and you will find a Viking helmet
lurking underneath."

Watch more online here

The Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey 2016 (published by the Scottish Government in
September 2017) revealed that imports of foreign ova had increased from less than 10 million
in 2005 to over 60 million in 2015 with the % of foreign ova increasing from 13% in 2005 to
91% in 2016:

The 2017 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey is scheduled to be published on Monday (15
October).

In May 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that the Norwegian Government had banned
imports of salmon ova from Scotland citing unacceptable disease risks. A press release Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon' - issued by Scottish Salmon Watch (31
May 2018) included:
Take the Scottish Salmon Company's 'Tartan Salmon' which claims "Scottish provenance"
but in 2016 imported 12.4 million salmon eggs - all from Norway - accounting for 30% of
eggs imports. The Scottish Salmon Company is registered in Jersey, listed on the Oslo Stock
Exchange and the citizenship of the largest shareholders is listed as from Switzerland,
Norway, Monaco, Luxembourg, Belgium, Finland, Sweden, Ireland and Denmark. The
Scottish Salmon Company has Board of Directors from Norway, Latvia and Russia and was
spawned following a £30 million investment from Ukrainian banker Yuri Lopatinsky
(described by The Scotsman newspaper as "a leading figure in Moscow's financial scene"
whose investment firm is "based in Bermuda" and who has a property portfolio in Charlotte
Square in Edinburgh, home of Scotland's First Minister).

In 2013, The Sunday Times reported that one in four wild Atlantic salmon from Scotland was
genetically "tainted" by Norwegian fish following scientific research by Rivers & Fisheries
Trusts Scotland. In 2013, The Sunday Times reported that "Scots fish are ‘Vikings with kilts
on’".
Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (dstaniford@gaaia.org)
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