
Scottish Salmon Watch, 1 July 2019 

 

'Salmonwatch' Launched in Scotland  

 

- Flotilla protest planned for 1 September  

- 21,000+ petition calls for unannounced inspections of salmon farms 

- Call for video surveillance & CCTV cameras   

- Tip-line for whistleblowers  

 
 

Salmonwatch 2019 was officially launched this week to showcase the disease-ridden Scottish 

salmon farming industry.  The Summer-long campaign aims to shine a light on the murky 

world of factory salmon farming in Scotland culminating in a flotilla protest on 1 September.   

 

A 'Citizen Science' project will collect water samples around salmon farms to test for 

infectious diseases, pathogens and viruses.  Members of the public - including kayakers, 

tourists, whale-watchers, ramblers and fishermen - are being asked to keep an eye out for any 

disease and welfare problems.  A tip-line for whistleblowers has been set up to gain further 

intelligence and scratch below the surface of the salmon farming industry.   

 

 
 

https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html


Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch, said:  

 

"Salmonwatch 2019 will help plug the Summer gap between Springwatch, Autumnwatch and 

Winterwatch. But viewers of the shocking video footage already captured - broadcast by 

BBC's Panorama, BBC's The One Show and STV News - should be prepared for a horror-

show. If Chris Packham was to bring the BBC cameras to salmon farms in Scotland it would 

make for uncomfortable viewing and certainly for broadcast after the 9pm watershed.  

Surveillance of salmon farms including live streaming CCTV, unannounced inspections and 

sampling of effluents are urgently needed to keep this industry honest.  The camera never 

lies". 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch has already filmed at several salmon farms in Scotland and is 

expecting problems to increase as a hot Winter and warming Summer temperatures 

exacerbate lice infestations, infectious diseases, mass mortalities and welfare problems.     

 

 

https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0005hc1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0005hc1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://vimeo.com/donstaniford
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/the-sorry-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html


A petition launched last week by SumOfUs calling on Marine Scotland to "conduct 

immediate, unannounced on-the-spot inspections of all Scottish salmon farms to assess fish 

welfare" has already been signed by over 21,000 supporters. 

 

 
 

Sondhya Gupta, Campaigner at SumOfUs, said: 

 

"Scotland's farmed salmon are suffering now, and conditions are only set to worsen as we 

head into the warmer summer months. Neither they, or the wider marine population, can wait 

while the authorities drag their feet. It’s time for Marine Scotland to get a grip on the terrible 

conditions in Scotland’s salmon farms and hold this multi-million pound industry to account, 

rather than relying on volunteers and concerned citizens to raise the alarm". 

 

 

https://actions.sumofus.org/pages/stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-1
https://www.sumofus.org/
https://actions.sumofus.org/pages/stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-1
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/


Media Backgrounder 

 

Shamefully, the Scottish Government has failed to exercise its legislative powers and enforce 

unannounced inspections of salmon farms.   

 

 

In October 2018, a Scottish Parliamentary Reply by Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for the 

Rural Economy) conceded that there had been only two unannounced site inspections of fish 

farms "in the last year".  

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-19233&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-19233&ResultsPerPage=10


Photographer Corin Smith (who obtained shocking video footage of welfare abuse at a 

salmon farm in Loch Roag in August 2018) posted on Facebook last month (19 June): 

 

https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://www.facebook.com/InsideScottishSalmonFeedlots/
https://www.facebook.com/InsideScottishSalmonFeedlots/
https://www.facebook.com/InsideScottishSalmonFeedlots/


 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/InsideScottishSalmonFeedlots/
https://www.facebook.com/InsideScottishSalmonFeedlots/


Here's the Scottish Government's FOI reply in May 2019: 

 

 

 

Nor is the Scottish Government the only agency turning a blind eye to the problems of 

Scottish salmon farming.  The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) testified to 

the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry in February 2018 that 15% of inspections of 

salmon farms in 2017 were unannounced but later had to correct the information reducing the 

figure to 9%. 

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00881/
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/053_Sepa_supp_2.pdf?fbclid=IwAR20vMToxj2MkYmcWIDA9CDEMwGAXxqR1hsKx2IE1rxEl4oXLy8xm4yKBQg
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/053_Sepa_supp_2.pdf?fbclid=IwAR20vMToxj2MkYmcWIDA9CDEMwGAXxqR1hsKx2IE1rxEl4oXLy8xm4yKBQg
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00881/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00881/


 

 

At least the Scottish Parliament has some champions calling for greater scrutiny of salmon 

farms.  The Guardian reported last month (5 June): 

 

 

 
 

 

Last month, Scottish Salmon Watch challenged the salmon farming industry to install video 

surveillance on salmon farms to allow the general public to see at first-hand what was going 

on inside Scotland's battery salmon cages.   

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/05/scotland-to-allow-supersized-salmon-farms-if-they-pass-pollution-tests
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/wildfishcaughtoncamera.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/wildfishcaughtoncamera.html
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General Documents/053_Sepa_supp_2.pdf?fbclid=IwAR20vMToxj2MkYmcWIDA9CDEMwGAXxqR1hsKx2IE1rxEl4oXLy8xm4yKBQg
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/05/scotland-to-allow-supersized-salmon-farms-if-they-pass-pollution-tests


 
 

Video footage shot in Loch Shieldaig (8 June) clearly showed welfare abuse at a salmon farm 

operated by The Scottish Salmon Company.   

 

 

https://vimeo.com/341856482
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/my-entry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/my-entry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-wild-fish-caught-on-camera-17-june-2019.pdf
https://vimeo.com/341856482


STV News broadcast video footage on the 6pm evening news in Scotland just as people were 

tucking into their Scottish salmon suppers: 

 

The video footage prompted the following reactions: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ugly-face-13-june-2019.pdf
https://stv.tv/news/highlands-islands/1438625-abuse-video-sparks-major-investigation-at-fish-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ugly-face-13-june-2019.pdf


 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ugly-face-13-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ugly-face-13-june-2019.pdf


Video footage shot inside a salmon farm in Lamlash Bay - a Marine Protected Area on the 

Isle of Arran - on 9 June showed wild fish (probably juvenile herring or sprats) swimming 

alongside farmed salmon raising the spectre of disease risks.   

 
 

The salmon farming industry has predicted a "painful September and October for the salmon 

industry in Scotland" with a hot Winter causing problems over the Summer for Amoebic Gill 

Disease in particular. 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/342269260
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/wildfishcaughtoncamera.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/wildfishcaughtoncamera.html
https://salmonbusiness.com/mowi-health-manager-it-can-be-a-painful-september-and-october-for-the-salmon-industry-in-scotland/
https://salmonbusiness.com/mowi-health-manager-it-can-be-a-painful-september-and-october-for-the-salmon-industry-in-scotland/
https://vimeo.com/342269260
https://salmonbusiness.com/mowi-health-manager-it-can-be-a-painful-september-and-october-for-the-salmon-industry-in-scotland/


Mortality information (published by SEPA) analysed by Scottish Salmon Watch shows that 

the latter months of the year experience the worst mortalities.   

 

 

 
 

 
 

Read more via: "Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain - Leaping to Record 

Levels in 2018?" 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf


Last month, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that over 50% of farmed salmon had tested 

positive for the contagious Piscine Reovirus (PRV) in 2018 and 2019.   

 

 
 

In April, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Scottish Ministers calling for the testing of salmon 

farms (including hatcheries and processing plants) for infectious diseases, viruses and 

pathogens. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf


In July 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch called on Scottish Ministers, Police Scotland and the 

Animal & Plant Health Agency to target salmon farms in the second year of production when 

disease and welfare problems are at their worst. 

 

 
 

 

In May 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that salmon farms were "fast-tracking" the 

harvesting of fish to avoid disease and welfare problems.   

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fast-tracked-scottish-salmon-may-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fast-tracked-scottish-salmon-may-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-act-scotland-2006-dated-13-july-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fast-tracked-scottish-salmon-may-2018.pdf


Last year, Scottish Salmon Watch published leaked photos from a whistleblower detailing a 

mass mortality at a salmon farm operated by Marine Harvest (since re-named Mowi) in the 

Kilbrannan Sound at Carradale. 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html


And leaked photos from a whistleblower of hygiene and welfare failures at The Scottish 

Salmon Company's processing plant at Toward in Argyll.   

 

 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch also received a tip-off in March this year concerning the use of the 

carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde at The Scottish Salmon Company's Kinlochmoidart 

Hatchery and pollution of the River Moidart 'Special Area of Conservation'.   

 

 
 

Read more via "EXPOSED: Scottish Salmon's Cascading Use of Cancer-Causing Chemical" 

and Sunday National: "Fears over toxic chemical approved for use in fish farms"  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-the-scottish-salmon-company.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-the-scottish-salmon-company.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-formalin-cancer-causing-chemicals-stashed-at-scottish-salmon-26-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-formalin-cancer-causing-chemicals-stashed-at-scottish-salmon-26-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-very-poor-kinlochmoidart-hatchery-16-may-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/formalinuse.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/sunday-national-fears-over-toxic-chemical-approved-for-use-in-fish-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-the-scottish-salmon-company.html
https://vimeo.com/344042944


 
 

Read more via "Polluting Lochaber salmon hatchery 'should close' after sewage leak 

endangers pearls" 

 

The BBC's Panorama show in May - 'Salmon Farming Exposed' - also received information 

from a whistleblower regarding breaches of biomass and chemical use at salmon farms. 

 

 
 

Read more via "Salmon farming giant Mowi probed over chemical use" 

 

 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17645956.call-for-polluting-lochaber-salmon-hatchery-to-close/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17645956.call-for-polluting-lochaber-salmon-hatchery-to-close/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48334029
https://vimeo.com/336309608
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed


BBC Panorama in May 2019 featured underwater video footage of dead farmed salmon 

bulging the net at the bottom of a Scottish salmon farm shot by diver David Ainsley. 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://vimeo.com/198473514
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed


The use of a Go Pro camera inside a salmon farm was pioneered in 2016 by biologist 

Alexandra Morton in British Columbia, Canada. 

 

 
 

 

Her video footage recorded the first 'hard evidence' of wild fish swimming inside salmon 

farms in addition to a raft of welfare and disease problems. 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/04/science/04prof.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/04/science/04prof.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://vimeo.com/272836375
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://vimeo.com/272836375


In 2017 and 2018 further damning video evidence was secured by the Sea Shepherd Society, 

Alexandra Morton and First Nations leaders filming inside salmon farms in British Columbia, 

Canada. 

 

 
 

Do these farmed salmon caught on camera inside salmon farms look healthy? 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://seashepherd.org/campaigns/virushunter/virushunterphotos/


 
 

 

 

 
 

https://seashepherd.org/campaigns/virushunter/virushunterphotos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/272836375
https://www.facebook.com/SeaShepherdMartinSheen/photos/a.1644356865639802/1644362685639220/?type=1&theater


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SeaShepherdMartinSheen/photos/a.1644356865639802/1644383072303848/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/SeaShepherdMartinSheen/photos/a.1644356865639802/1644383072303848/?type=1&theater


Sea Shepherd Society photographed mort bins full of dead and diseased farmed salmon. 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch captured video footage of maggot-infested morts at salmon farms 

across Scotland in 2018 and 2019: 

 

 

https://seashepherd.org/campaigns/virushunter/virushunterphotos/
https://vimeo.com/donstaniford
https://vimeo.com/288063168
https://seashepherd.org/campaigns/virushunter/virushunterphotos/#jp-carousel-785
https://vimeo.com/288063168


 
 

 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://vimeo.com/301824063


 
 

 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/336355998
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/video-reveals-maggot-infested-salmon-on-scottish-farms/


The Sunday Mail newspaper featured the video footage in November 2018 under the 

headline: 

 

 

 
 

Photographer Corin Smith took drone footage of tonnes of diseased salmon dumped in a 

burial pit in North Uist in the Outer Hebrides in August 2018:   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/sunday-mail-scottish-salmon-farms-in-disease-hell-row-after-tons-of-rotting-fish-dumped-in-skips-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/sunday-mail-scottish-salmon-farms-in-disease-hell-row-after-tons-of-rotting-fish-dumped-in-skips-.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xmWmlv4b-rHeCjptUcrJAtPlNsYb8ytV
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xmWmlv4b-rHeCjptUcrJAtPlNsYb8ytV
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/sunday-mail-scottish-salmon-farms-in-disease-hell-row-after-tons-of-rotting-fish-dumped-in-skips-.html
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xmWmlv4b-rHeCjptUcrJAtPlNsYb8ytV


This nauseating footage was broadcast by the BBC's The One Show in September 2018 along 

with video footage of lice-infested farmed salmon in The Scottish Salmon Company's site at 

Vacasay in Loch Roag.   

 

 
 

Canada's state broadcaster CBC featured video footage of "disfigured, unhealthy farmed 

salmon" captured by Alexandra Morton and the Sea Shepherd Society in 2017. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cSSh65Kjs9fBHt0O8NYfNKadFwPy_Vsx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cSSh65Kjs9fBHt0O8NYfNKadFwPy_Vsx
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/video-appears-to-show-disfigured-farmed-salmon-1.4261637
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/video-appears-to-show-disfigured-farmed-salmon-1.4261637
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/video-appears-to-show-disfigured-farmed-salmon-1.4261637


 
  

CTV featured video footage shot inside salmon farms in a show broadcast in 2017: "Farm 

Troubles: Are fish farms pushing salmon towards extinction?": 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jsr2Alfe708
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jsr2Alfe708
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/video-appears-to-show-disfigured-farmed-salmon-1.4261637
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jsr2Alfe708


CBC News reported in 2016: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/marine-harvest-canada-alexandra-morton-1.3780977
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/marine-harvest-canada-alexandra-morton-1.3780977
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/marine-harvest-canada-alexandra-morton-1.3780977


The Vancouver Star reported in August 2018: 

 

 
 

Vancouver Island Free Daily reported in June 2019: 

 

 

https://www.thestar.com/vancouver/2018/08/02/judge-bans-salmon-farm-opponents-except-independent-biologist-from-getting-too-close.html
https://www.vancouverislandfreedaily.com/news/tla-o-qui-aht-board-fish-farms-to-obtain-video-footage-of-pens/
https://www.thestar.com/vancouver/2018/08/02/judge-bans-salmon-farm-opponents-except-independent-biologist-from-getting-too-close.html
https://www.vancouverislandfreedaily.com/news/tla-o-qui-aht-board-fish-farms-to-obtain-video-footage-of-pens/


 
 

 

https://www.vancouverislandfreedaily.com/news/tla-o-qui-aht-board-fish-farms-to-obtain-video-footage-of-pens/
https://seashepherd.org/news/wild-salmon-recorded-for-first-time-inside-fish-farms/


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://seashepherd.org/news/wild-salmon-recorded-for-first-time-inside-fish-farms/
https://seashepherd.org/news/wild-salmon-recorded-for-first-time-inside-fish-farms/


In 2017, Sea Shepherd Society captured video footage of wild herring trapped inside salmon 

farms. 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Wild Fish Trapped - Incidental Catch in the Salmon Farming Industry 

Conservationists raise alarm over wild fish killed inside B.C. salmon farms 

 

In August 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch filmed wild fish (believed to be saithe, pollock or 

herring) inside a salmon farm at Scallastle Bay on the Isle of Mull. 

 

https://seashepherd.org/2017/09/19/2028/
https://www.watershed-watch.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/WWSS_Wild_Fish_Trapped_Incidental_Catch-June2019.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/conservationists-raise-alarm-over-wild-fish-killed-inside-b-c-salmon-farms-1.5172624
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://seashepherd.org/2017/09/19/2028/
https://vimeo.com/288054862


In June 2019, Sea Shepherd Society filmed wild salmon trapped inside a salmon farm for the 

first time in Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island, British Columbia. 

 

 
 

Video footage published in 2016 shows farmed salmon eating wild salmon inside the cage: 

 

 
 

https://seashepherd.org/2019/06/17/wild-salmon-recorded-for-first-time-inside-fish-farms/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URFIDkFoSPM
https://seashepherd.org/2019/06/17/wild-salmon-recorded-for-first-time-inside-fish-farms/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URFIDkFoSPM


In addition to filming inside salmon farms, biologist Alexandra Morton has been sampling 

the waste effluent from salmon farm for infectious diseases, pathogens and viruses (with 

laboratory testing in 2018 finding Piscine Orthoreovirus in 100% of samples tested). 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch has also taken samples of the waste effluent around salmon farms. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.seashepherd.global/virus-hunter/news-and-media/video.html
http://www.seashepherd.global/virus-hunter/news-and-media/video.html
https://seashepherd.org/2018/08/22/salmon-farm-research-reveals-alarming-effects-on-bcs-ecosystem/
https://vimeo.com/307456597
https://vimeo.com/307456597


In Norway, Swedish photographer Mikael Frödin took video footage inside a Grieg owned 

salmon farm in Altafjord in July 2017. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.tv2.no/nyheter/10165292/?fbclid=IwAR0-XNzAn37Dlm_DRGOVp2Vyqf2e0Q7TxzfWguRoej1oLIeOynKA9yewu8M
https://www.tv2.no/nyheter/10165292/?fbclid=IwAR0-XNzAn37Dlm_DRGOVp2Vyqf2e0Q7TxzfWguRoej1oLIeOynKA9yewu8M
https://ecohustler.com/article/norwegian-filmmaker-will-risk-prison-to-protect-wild-salmon/
https://www.tv2.no/nyheter/10165292/?fbclid=IwAR0-XNzAn37Dlm_DRGOVp2Vyqf2e0Q7TxzfWguRoej1oLIeOynKA9yewu8M


Mikael Frödin's video footage was broadcast on Swedish TV in November 2018: 

 

 
 

The Go Pro video footage was showcased by Norway's state broadcaster NRK in October 

2018: 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/306020876
https://www.tv4play.se/program/nyheterna/11841250?fbclid=IwAR0HzYFGbPe8j43XvnmOnC-SmgfC1D9ghxFd8X_G_bWAmNdEPZQoY1nNGcU
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/lakseforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-norsk-villaks-1.14259423
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/lakseforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-norsk-villaks-1.14259423
https://www.tv4play.se/program/nyheterna/11841250?fbclid=IwAR0HzYFGbPe8j43XvnmOnC-SmgfC1D9ghxFd8X_G_bWAmNdEPZQoY1nNGcU
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102


And featured in the 2019 film 'Artifishal': 

 

 
 

Norway's TV2 featured the video footage in October 2018: 

 

 

https://www.frodinflies.com/blogs/films/artifishal-trailer
https://www.tv2.no/a/10165292/
https://www.frodinflies.com/blogs/films/artifishal-trailer
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1058412802166136833


Watch the video footage broadcast by Norway's NRK in November 2018 online here 

 

 
 

Mikael Frödin swam out to the salmon farm armed with a Go Pro camera; 

 

 
 

https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102


"They're all sick, look at them," he said as he filmed inside the cage: 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

 

Independent journalist faces court for trespassing at salmon farm 

Norwegian filmmaker will risk prison to protect wild salmon 

Norway charges journalist for reporting on environmental crimes - Mikael Frödin appeals 

sentence in salmon farming court case 

Mikael sentenced for encroachment in Alta district court 

 

 
 

https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102
https://salmonbusiness.com/independent-journalist-faces-court-for-trespassing-at-salmon-farm/
https://ecohustler.com/article/norwegian-filmmaker-will-risk-prison-to-protect-wild-salmon/
https://ecohustler.com/article/norway-charges-journalist-for-reporting-on-environmental-crimes/
https://ecohustler.com/article/norway-charges-journalist-for-reporting-on-environmental-crimes/
https://www.frodinflies.com/blogs/news/mikael-frodin-domd-for-intrang-laxodlingsnaringen-stangd-for-insyn
https://www.nrk.no/finnmark/villaksforkjemper-villig-til-a-ga-i-fengsel-for-denne-videoen-1.14276102
https://ecohustler.com/article/norway-charges-journalist-for-reporting-on-environmental-crimes/


Diver Frank Melvin took video footage of the noise pollution emitted by a salmon farm in 

Scotland in 2018. 

 

 
 

Diver David Ainsley's video footage of the state of the seabed under a Scottish salmon farm 

is stomach-churning. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/Diveclyde/status/1004996556611817473
https://twitter.com/Diveclyde/status/1004996556611817473
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x307h19
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x307h19
https://twitter.com/Diveclyde/status/1004996556611817473
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x307h19


The vital importance of adhering to biosecurity precautions before, during and after filming at 

salmon farms cannot be stressed enough.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Read more via "Biosecurity Precautions for Filming Salmon Farms" 

https://vimeo.com/341960908
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/biosecurity-precautions-for-filming-salmon-farms-.html
https://vimeo.com/341960908
https://vimeo.com/294534354


Read a profile of Don Staniford published in The Shooting Times in October 2018: 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/shooting-times-standing-up-for-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/shooting-times-standing-up-for-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/shooting-times-standing-up-for-salmon.html


An interview with Don Staniford in March 2019 is available online via Fishing REAL:  

 

 
 

Here's photos of Don Staniford filming with Go Pro cameras: 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/video-interview-with-don-staniford-on-fishing-real.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/video-interview-with-don-staniford-on-fishing-real.html


 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Read more via Don Staniford's blog, Scottish Salmon Watch, Scottish Scamon, Salmon 

Pledge and Salmon Farming Kills 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://salmonpledge.org/
https://salmonpledge.org/
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/


Read more background via: 

 

18,000+ Sign Petition: "Stop salmon from suffering. Investigate Scottish fish farms right 

now!"  

EXPOSED: Scottish Salmon's Cascading Use of Cancer-Causing Chemical 

Ground-Truthing Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon  

Scottish Salmon Exposed - Photos from Secret Filming on Arran & in Shieldaig 

Gotcha: Wild Fish Caught on Camera Inside Scottish Salmon Farm  

The Ferret: "‘Sick’ salmon film prompts government probe into Scottish fish farm" 

Frankenfish Video - The Ugly Face of Lousy Scottish Salmon  

Mass deaths: nine million fish killed by diseases at Scottish salmon farms 

Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon 

Mowi's Disease-Ridden Mortalities - 1.6 million+ in 101 incidents (2017-2018) 

The Sorry State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018 

French & Latvian TV coverage of Scottish salmon 

Scottish salmon farms in disease hell row after tons of rotting fish dumped in skips 

Justice for Fish - Welfare of Scottish Salmon in Legal Spotlight 

Scottish Parliamentary Motion on the Welfare of Farmed Fish 

Parliamentary Motion on the Welfare of Farmed Fish (Mark Ruskell MSP explains) 

Dirty Rotten Scottish Salmon - Videos lift lid on can of worms, beetles & maggots! 

Photos: Dirty Rotten Scottish Salmon - Lifting the Lid! 

Video Reveals Maggot-Infested Salmon on Scottish Farms 

Underwater film reveals salmon with twisted spines as fears mount over cages 

Shocking Video Exposes Cruel Salmon Farming in Scotland 

Horrific Footage Exposes Factory Salmon Farming 

The Secrets of Scottish Salmon Farming 

BBC One Show on Lice-Infested Scottish Salmon  

SSPCA under fire over lice-infested salmon filmed at fish farm 

Dirty Secrets Lurking Under Scottish Salmon's Lice Skirt 

Suffering Salmon: Watchdog investigates farm over claims that more than 300,000 fish are 

infested with lice 

Footage shows 'lice-infected wild salmon' 

Secret Filming Reveals Shocking Images of Unhealthy Scottish Salmon 

REVEALED: Photos Shot Inside Scottish Salmon Farms  

WATCH: “Shocking” footage shows diseased and damaged fish on Scottish salmon farm 

Sick salmon at Scottish fish farm revealed on film 

Shocking images show parasite infested salmon as row over farming continues  

Salmon firms bid to block diseased fish photos  

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon (August 2018)  

New report exposes serious welfare issues on Scottish salmon farms 

Revealed: the fish farms worst on animal welfare 

Legal Complaint Vs Breaches of Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act  

New photos expose shocking welfare issues on Scottish salmon farms 

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon (June 2018)  

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat  

Exposed: Gruesome photos of diseased and deformed Scottish salmon 

Hard Evidence: Dossier of Data on Lice, Diseases & Mortalities at Scottish Salmon Farms 

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Leaps Over 10 Million - FOI reveals 2.3 million dead 

salmon at Marine Harvest farms in 2017 

Scottish Salmon Farming 101 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/petition-stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/petition-stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/formalinuse.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/ground-truthing-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/scottish-salmon-exposed-photos-from-secret-filming-on-arran-in-shieldaig-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/wildfishcaughtoncamera.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/the-ferret-sick-salmon-film-prompts-government-probe-into-scottish-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/my-entry.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-deaths-farms-nine-million/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/04/mortalities-disease-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-2017-2019.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/mowis-disease-ridden-mortalities-16-million-in-101-incidents-2017-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/press-release-the-sorry-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/french-latvian-tv-coverage-of-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/sunday-mail-scottish-salmon-farms-in-disease-hell-row-after-tons-of-rotting-fish-dumped-in-skips-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-justice-for-fish-3-october-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/scottish-parliamentary-motion-on-the-welfare-of-farmed-fish.html
https://vimeo.com/293902162
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/press-release-dirty-rotten-scottish-salmon-videos-lift-lid-on-can-of-worms-beetles-maggots.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/photos-dirty-rotten-scottish-salmon-lifting-the-lid.html
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/video-reveals-maggot-infested-salmon-on-scottish-farms/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages/
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/shocking-video-exposes-cruel-salmon-farming-in-scotland/
http://philiplymbery.com/horrific-footage-exposes-factory-salmon-farming/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2018/09/the-secrets-of-scottish-salmon-farming
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/bbc-one-show-.html
https://theferret.scot/sspca-salmon-film-fish-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/press-release-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-45414131/footage-shows-lice-infected-wild-salmon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-45414131/footage-shows-lice-infected-wild-salmon
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/press-release-secret-filming-reveals-shocking-images-of-unhealthy-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/revealed-photos-shot-inside-scottish-salmon-farms.html
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/shocking-footage-shows-diseased-and-damaged-fish-on-scottish-salmon-farm/
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16685461.shocking-images-show-parasite-infested-salmon-as-row-over-farming-continues/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-august-2018.pdf
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-worst-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-june-2018.pdf
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/hard-evidence-dossier-of-data-on-lice-diseases-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-salmon-farming-101.pdf

