Scottish Salmon Watch, 1 October 2020
Massive Attack on 'Scottish' Salmon
"Norwegian interests risk bringing the whole rotten edifice of 'Scottish Salmon'
crashing down" warns Hendrix MD in email to Scottish Ministers

- Scottish Ministers warned by Hendrix in 2019 of "an absurdly flawed bio-security self
certification policy that risks the import of further Norwegian disease, a threat capable
of destroying Scotland's entire salmon industry"
- Hendrix rails against "this Scottish Government's abject failure to defend Landcatch
from the dubious tactics of the Norwegian salmon farming industry and the blatantly
unlawful actions of their government" in email to Scottish Ministers in 2019
- AquaGen is "one of the companies who had most to gain by destroying the Scottish
competition from Landcatch, and were undoubtedly instrumental in the Norwegian ban
on Landcatch salmon ova" writes Hendrix to Scottish Ministers in 2019
"That Norwegian interests should risk bringing the whole rotten edifice of 'Scottish
Salmon' crashing down, and with it the risk of collateral damage to the integrity and
provenance of the wider Scottish Food and Drink brand, should be of an immediate
concern," warned Hendrix in an email to Scottish Ministers in 2019
- Hendrix Genetics lobbied Scottish Ministers over "massive risk" of Infectious Salmon
Anaemia in imported salmon eggs (ova) from AquaGen in Norway
- Meanwhile, Hendrix imported millions of ova from Norway, Iceland & Ireland
- FOI disclosures reveal that Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery has imported over 21
million salmon eggs from AquaGen in Norway, Stofnfiskur in Iceland & Mowi Ireland
- FOI ruling by Scottish Information Commissioner
forced disclosure of 'commercially damaging' ova import data
- Hendrix Genetics (via Landcatch) entered into a 'Confidentiality Agreement' with
AquaGen & Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms
- "The Landcatch strain originated from three Norwegian strains between 1980 and
1984," admitted Hendrix Genetics MD to Fergus Ewing in 2016
Documents disclosed by the Scottish Government cast light on the murky world of 'Scottish'
salmon farming. Freedom of Information (FOI) disclosures reveal that since 2016 Hendrix
Genetics has imported over 21 million salmon eggs (ova) from Norway, Iceland and Ireland
into their Ormsary Hatchery in Argyll to produce 'Scottish' salmon [1]. Further documents
reveal that whilst Dutch-owned Hendrix Genetics was importing millions of potentially virusladen ova into Scotland via Landcatch Natural Selection, Managing Director Neil Manchester
was lobbying Scottish Ministers to stop rival company AquaGen from importing ova from
Norway due to the "massive risk" of Infectious Salmon Anaemia [2].

"So-called 'Scottish' salmon is a sham, scam and a consumer con," said Don Staniford,
Director of Scottish Salmon Watch who was assaulted last month by the General Manager of
the Ormsary Hatchery owned by Hendrix Genetics. "The sheer hypocrisy of Hendrix
illustrates how morally repugnant and ethically bankrupt the salmon farming industry really
is. In view of mass mortalities, diseases, deformities, antibiotics and the use of the
carcinogenic chemical Formalin (Formaldehyde) at their Ormsary Hatchery it is no wonder
that Hendrix are hostile to visitors. Following the assault and harassment last month, Scottish
Salmon Watch plans to return next week (7 October) to take more samples of sewage effluent
to test for pathogens, viruses, bacteria and infectious diseases."
In December 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch published ova import data following a landmark
ruling from the Scottish Information Commissioner. The data which Scottish Ministers
argued was commercially sensitive and could cause substantial harm to commercial interests
included details of millions of ova imported by Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery (owned by
Hendrix Genetics). Further ova import data was disclosed by the Scottish Government in
February 2020 and published online via the Scottish Government earlier this month detailing over 21 million ova imported by Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery since 2016 via at
least 22 consignments from Norway, Iceland and Ireland:

AquaGen has been owned by the German company EW Group since 2013 when
Mowi/Marine Harvest and Cermaq sold their stakes. In 2011, The New York Times fingered
AquaGen in Norway as the likely source of the ISA outbreak in Chile following a scientific
paper published in the Archives of Virology [3].

Stofnfiskur is a subsidiary of Norwegian-owned Benchmark (the company seeking to use the
banned neonicotinoid Imidacloprid in Scottish salmon farming). Benchmark's largest
shareholder is Norwegian-owned Ferd Capital - controlled by Norwegian investor and
Norway's fifth richest person Johan Henrik Andresen. Benchmark's second largest
shareholder is Norwegian-owned Kverva who owns salmon farming giant SalMar (which
itself co-owns Norskott Havbruk, owner of Scotland's second largest salmon farmer Scottish
Sea Farms).
In December 2018, The Seattle Times reported that Cooke Aquaculture were forced to
destroy 800,000 juvenile Atlantic salmon after testing required by the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife determined the fish were infected with an exotic strain of
Piscine Orthoreovirus (PRV). Salmon Business reported that the Icelandic company
StofnFiskur – a subsidiary of Norwegian-controlled Benchmark Genetics – supplied the ova
to Cooke Aquaculture and admitted that there was an 'optional service of screening against
PRV'.
Dutch giant Hendrix Genetics bought Landcatch from Lithgows in 2011 [4].

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery last month we were
assaulted by the General Manager Jarl van den Berg (believed to be the son of Hendrix
Genetics CEO Antoon van den Berg) triggering a warning from Police Scotland.

And during another visit we were harassed and intimidated by Sir William Lithgow's son and
heir to the Baronet of Ormsary James Lithgow leading to a warning by Police Scotland for
the Chairman of Lithgows.

Read more via:
Lithgow Baron Warned by Police for Threatening Behaviour Over Filming at Hendrix
Hendrix Boss Plays It Heavy Like Jimmy!
Mass Mortalities, Diseases, Deformities, Antibiotics & Carcinogenic Chemicals at Landcatch
(Hendrix Genetics)

In August 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that AquaGen had resumed importing ova
from Norway following the ban in 2019 even though ISA continued to plague Norwegian
salmon farms:

Contact: Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

Further reading:
The National: "Ministers deny risk of contaminating Scots salmon with Norwegian egg
imports"
Norwegian Salmon Ova Slip Back Into Scotland (as Infectious Salmon Anaemia plagues
salmon farms in Norway)
Norway's Infectious Salmon "Horror Show" Secretly Playing Now In Scotland?
EFTA disclose documents on disease-ridden Norwegian salmon farming but refuse more
citing commercial confidentiality
'Scottish' salmon resumes imports of "ISA-free" eggs from Norway?
Salmon ova transport ban between Norway and Scotland, brought on by ISA, slowly ending
FOI letter to Norwegian Food Safety Authority re. Infectious Salmon Anaemia
Undercurrent News: "Iceland replaces Norway as main source of Scottish salmon eggs
following import ban"
Benchmark gains more than it loses from ban on Norwegian ova
Norway egg ban ‘boost for Scottish broodstock’
Scotland's ban on Norwegian farmed salmon eggs threatening growth prospects
Letter to Scottish Ministers: "Bio-security Protocols & Safety Precautions re. Ova Imports"
The Ferret: "Imports of Norwegian salmon eggs banned over deadly virus"
'Nightmare Scenario': Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks
FOI Dossier - Norwegian Ova Banned Due to ISA
'Scottish' Salmon Exposed As Made in Ireland & Iceland
FOI Victory: Scottish Ministers Forced to Come Clean on 'Scottish' Salmon
The National: "Watchdog demands release of government facts about Scottish Salmon"
Scottish Government ordered to release 'confidential' salmon farming data
Scottish government ordered to give up information about imported salmon eggs
Mail On Sunday: "90% of Scottish salmon 'ISN'T' from Scotland' - 66m eggs shipped in from
abroad"
Scottish salmon not Scottish, campaigners claim
Salmon Eggsclusive: Scotland's 'King of Fish' is Now Viking Not Scottish!
Easter Egg Ban for 'Scottish' Salmon?
Deadly virus outbreak prompted fears over import of fish farm eggs to Scotland
Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in
Norway
Concerns raised over Scottish salmon roe imports
AquaGen buys Dumfries hatchery from Scottish Sea Farms for broodstock site
'Secret' Scottish Salmon - Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refuse to disclose
information for ova imports as it would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests"
Government 'failing to protect Scottish salmon'
Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon': Norway bans import of Scottish salmon
eggs citing disease risks & genetic impacts under the Nature Diversity Act
Imported eggs ruling 'makes a mockery of Scottish salmon'
Scottish row on salmon roe
Norway decides to ban import of salmon eggs: EIR release
Norway keeps ban on import of Scottish roe
AquaGen to start egg production in Scotland
Tartan imposters’ charge as fish egg imports hit 90%
Invasion of the Viking salmon
'Norwegian' genes found in wild salmon populations in Wester Ross
Scots fish are ‘Vikings with kilts on’

A History of Hypocrisy at Hendrix Genetics - Exposed by FOI:
"The Landcatch strain originated from three Norwegian strains between 1980 and 1984,"
wrote Neil Manchester, MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture, in an email to the Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) June 2016.
Neil Manchester, MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture, wrote to the Scottish Government in
June 2016:

Neil Manchester, MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture, wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) in February 2018:

Neil Manchester, MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture, wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) in March 2018:

"If at all possible can we restrict the information you release?" asked Hendrix Genetics
(Landcatch) in June 2018 in an email to the Scottish Government. "The reason we ask for
this is we do not want to be used nor seen as the bad guys, we fully support the Scottish
industry and indeed respect the Scottish governments decision around Norway. After all we
have moved on and no longer have our own broodstock in Scotland."
Another FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in July 2019 included documents
relating to a meeting between Neil Manchester of Hendrix Genetics and the Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) in the Scottish Parliament:

In March 2019, an 'offensive' email from the MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture to
Michael Russell MSP (Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External Affairs)
and Fergus Ewing referred to "the destruction of something very valuable to Scotland, that
represented the life's work of a number of your constituents" and "Norwegian lobby efforts
and Siren promise of inward investment":

Another email in March 2019 from the MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture to Michael
Russell MSP (Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External Affairs) and
Fergus Ewing stated that "Landcatch had been a victim of the illegal acts of the Norwegian
Government":

The email continued:

Background:
In April 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed mass mortalities, deformities, infectious
diseases and the use of antibiotics and the carcinogenic chemical Formalin (Formaldehyde) at
Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery.

In April 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed an abject lack of testing for imported ova.

In February 2020, The Ferret reported:

Scottish Salmon Watch revealed in June 2019 that over half the farmed salmon from Scotland
(and other unnamed countries) tested in 2018 and 2019 by Marine Scotland Science were
positive for PRV.

A letter sent by Scottish Salmon Watch to Scottish Ministers in April 2019 called for
increased surveillance of ova, smolts and farmed salmon for infectious diseases, pathogens,
bacteria, parasites and viruses.

In a FOI reply dated 6 March 2019 (FOI/19/00420), the Scottish Government admitted that
"there is no statutory sampling conducted with respect to ova and smolts prior to their entry
into sea water, either in relation to imported or domestically produced animals".
In February 2019, The Ferret revealed that Government officials raised concerns over the
import to Scotland of salmon eggs from a AquaGen after the outbreak of Infectious Salmon
Anaemia.

An inspection of AquaGen's Holywood Salmon Farm in November 2018 (owned by Scottish
Sea Farms up until September 2018) by the Scottish Government's Fisheries Health
Inspectorate reported that: "The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and
found to be inadequately maintained".
Insider reported in March 2019 that AquaGen had bought the Holywood Salmon Farm off
Scottish Sea Farms and were planning an annual production of 50 million ova.
In May 2018, a front page exclusive by The National reported:

In February 2018, Norway's Ministry of Climate & Environment banned the import of
Scottish salmon eggs citing risks of disease and genetic impacts of escapes under the
Norwegian Nature Diversity Act.
"Farmed salmon with partial Scottish origin increases the likelihood of a negative impact on
Norwegian wild populations above negative effects with Norwegian farmed strains," stated
the 22-page letter of refusal dated 9 February 2018 from Norway's Ministry of Climate &
Environment to Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch). "There is a high probability that
genetic mixing between Norwegian wild salmon and farmed salmon of partly Scottish origin
will increase the loss of genetic diversity."
In a blistering email to Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity)
in February 2018, the head Landcatch (owned by Hendrix Genetics) accused the Scottish
Government of taking a "massive risk" by allowing salmon eggs from Norway and Iceland to
flood 'Scottish' salmon farms citing the danger of "transfer of ISA from infected countries
such as Norway".
"This means that the Scottish salmon industry is now 100% reliant on imported eggs - both a
massive risk in the event of borders closing for disease issues (and also the transfer of ISA
from infected countries such as Norway), but also making a complete mockery of the brand
'Scottish Salmon'," stated the email to Fergus Ewing dated 12 February 2018.
In an email obtained via FOI in December 2018 from the Scottish Government, the Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity (Fergus Ewing) was warned that Norway's ban
on ova imports "reeks of discriminatory trade practice".
FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch on 1
February 2019 reveal that Scottish salmon and trout farmers (including it appears Landcatch's
Ormsary Hatchery) received ova during the 2016/2017 season from broodstock held at a ISA
suspected site operated by AquaGen at Tingvoll.
In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the
ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to
export eggs into Scotland".

Notes to Editors:
[1] In September 2020, the Scottish Government finally published a Freedom of Information
reply dated 7 August 2020.

The FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government detailed 3.8 million ova imported from
Stofnfiskur in Iceland to Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery in November and December 2019
and a further 3.7 million ova imported from Stofnfiskur in Iceland to Landcatch's Ormsary
Hatchery between January and March 2020:

Information published by the Scottish Government via FOI/2020/00058422 in September
2020 included:

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI in February 2020 detailed imports of ova
to Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery including from Aquagen in Norway back in 2016:

The FOI disclosure in February 2020 also detailed 7.7 million ova imported to Landcatch's
Ormsary hatchery from Norway, Iceland and Ireland in 2018 and up to February 2019.

A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in December 2019 detailed 2.9 million ova
imported by Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery in 2017:

[2] A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in February 2020 included:
"Specifically the information categories relating to third party ‘Operator’ and ‘Site of
Destination’ (Ormsary Hatchery, Landcatch Natural selection Ltd.), ‘Source Country’ for
entries Republic of Ireland as Marine Harvest Ireland are the only supplier in that country and
all entries under category ‘Number’ and ‘Source Company’, as this information is subject to
confidentiality clauses within contractual agreements provided by law between Scottish Sea
Farms Ltd., and third party producer or egg supplier respectively and as such the disclosure
of the information would invalidate our contractual obligations," said Scottish Sea Farms in
an email to the Scottish Government dated 12 June 2018. "This confidentiality is protecting a
legitimate economic interest as disclosure this information would reveal company or
industrial commercial strategy for production of salmon in freshwater and intellectual
property knowhow on commercial strategy of genetic selection programme which is based on
an extensive research and development by Scottish Sea Farms Ltd. As such, disclosure would
adversely affect the confidentiality and therefore the public interest in disclosure is not
outweighed by the public interest in upholding the exception."
"We are unable to provide copies of the full contractual agreements based on the same
confidentiality restrictions, however extracts of the specific confidentiality clauses are
provided below as requested to help with your decision," continued Scottish Sea Farms in an
email to the Scottish Government dated 12 June 2018 (who were forced in December 2019

by a ruling from the Scottish Information Commissioner to disclose this ova import
information). "As you will read, public disclosure of the content of the supply agreement is
restricted by contract Law, i.e. ‘source company’, ‘destination site’, ‘operator’ and ‘number
of eggs’ supplied due to the economic value of this Evaluation material of business strategy
and as such we further request that this information not be released into the public domain.
Should you decide to proceed to publish the information I would gratefully ask for prior
notice so that we can honour our contractual obligation to inform our suppliers specifically
under clause 7 of the 2) mutual confidentiality agreement in order to make any legal
challenge."
"If at all possible can we restrict the information you release?" asked Hendrix Genetics
(Landcatch) in June 2018 in an email to the Scottish Government. "The reason we ask for
this is we do not want to be used nor seen as the bad guys, we fully support the Scottish
industry and indeed respect the Scottish governments decision around Norway. After all we
have moved on and no longer have our own broodstock in Scotland."

Note the following pages detailing the confidentiality agreement between AquaGen,
Landcatch and Scottish Sea Farms are presented as disclosed i.e. they are not complete:

Other documents disclosed included:

The FOI disclosure also included:

In December 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch issued a press release - 'Scottish' Salmon Exposed
As Made in Ireland & Iceland - including:
The Scottish Information Commissioner's ruling via Decision Notice (160/2019) included
reference to a "mutual confidentiality agreement" that Scottish Sea Farms had entered into
between AquaGen AS and Landcatch Natural Selection Ltd:

"So called 'Scottish' salmon is a sham, scam and consumer con," said Don Staniford, Director
of Scottish Salmon Watch. "Far from a natural wild salmon product, tens of millions of ova
are imported from Norway, Iceland and Ireland and on-grown first in hatcheries and then in
cages in the sea to be marketed as 'Scottish' salmon by foreign companies who control 99%
of production. Why Scottish Ministers were so desperate to hide where Norwegian-owned
Scottish Sea Farms sourced their ova is as murky as the untreated wastes and viruses spewing
out from a salmon farm. Scotland should follow Norway's lead and ban all ova imports."
"This case highlights how decidedly dodgy 'Scottish' salmon really is," continued Staniford,
author of 'Scottish Scamon'. "We now know thanks to the Scottish Information
Commissioner's ruling that Scottish Sea Farms imported ova from Mowi in Ireland and from
Stofnfiskur in Iceland via Landcatch. But it's still unclear why the disclosure of this
information would be so commercially damaging. Did the ova come from salmon stock
infected by diseases, pathogens and viruses? Why rivals AquaGen and Landcatch would

enter into a mutual confidentiality agreement with Scottish Sea Farms is shrouded in secrecy.
Scottish Salmon Watch has filed a further FOI to try and get to the bottom of this fishy
mystery. What is crystal clear: consumers should avoid 'Scottish' salmon like the plague!"
The FOI reply from Scottish Ministers dated 2 July 2018 (FOI-18-01553) - which prompted
Scottish Salmon Watch's appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner and victory in
November 2019 - disclosed an Excel spreadsheet which was redacted in relation to Scottish
Sea Farms only:

Information on ova imports involving all other companies including Marine Harvest (renamed Mowi on 1 January 2019) and The Scottish Salmon Company was disclosed in full:

Download the data in full online here (also includes import certificates from Marine Harvest
Ireland, AquaGen and Stofnfiskur)

Other information disclosed by Scottish Ministers via FOI-18-01553 in July 2018 relates
directly to Marine Harvest in Ireland (Marine Harvest was re-named Mowi in January due to
negative consumer perception despite vehement objections from the Mowinckel family who
gave their name to Mowi). These documents indicate that there was no physical inspection of
the consignments of ova prior to import to Scotland from Ireland although reference is made
to "disease problems" and "the risk of disease transfer" (download documents online here).

The consignment discussed above is understood to relate to the import of 2.2 million ova by
Scottish Sea Farms (via Landcatch) to the Ormsary Hatchery on 23 February 2017 (as
disclosed via FOI-18-01553 on 16 December 2019):

Scottish Salmon Watch's polite request to meet with Landcatch to discuss the disease risks of
ova imports was refused earlier this year - but we visited their Ormsary Hatchery anyway.

A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government in May 2018 included
various emails from Neil Manchester, Managing Director of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture
(owners of Landcatch):

Another email disclosed by the Scottish Government in May 2018 contained the admission
that the Landcatch strain of 'Scottish' salmon originated from Norway in 1980:

The FOI disclosure in May 2018 revealed that Neil Manchester of Hendrix Genetics wrote
directly to the Cabinet Secretary of Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) in June 2016 admitting
that "the Landcatch strain originated from three Norwegian strains between 1980 and 1984":

The FOI disclosure in May 2018 also included:

Another Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government in July 2019
included documents relating to a meeting between Neil Manchester of Hendrix Genetics and
the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) in the Scottish Parliament:

[3]

Read the Archives of Virology scientific paper published online in 2008.

Read more via "Nylund, Vike - The Famous ISA Chile Paper, Scientists Harassed in Norway,
AquaGen" and "ISA - Diary of Disease Disaster"
Read more via:

Including:

In 2017, Fish Farming Expert reported:

"We have found another solution. We lost the one export permit to Scotland and found
another solution this year with a partner that delivers to Scotland," AquaGen’s Nina Santi
told SalmonBusiness in January 2018. "We’ll be back with deliveries to Scotland in mid2018."

AquaGen chairman Odd Magne Rødseth, speaking to Fish Farming Expert in November
2017: "said the move to start egg production in Scotland would help serve the Scottish
industry better and was also a precautionary measure against any ban on the import of eggs.
“You never know whether will find some reason to close the border,” he said at the time.
In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the
ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to
export eggs into Scotland":

Read more via:
Restrictions due to ISA suspicion also attached to AquaGens’ broodfish departments at the
Vestseøra site in Hemne municipality
ISA detected at salmon broodstock sites
Aquagen ISA outbreak: cause unknown, but damage contained

[4] Hendrix Genetics reports on the 'History' of Landcatch:

Hendrix's 'history' omits to mention other highlights from Landcatch's past including the
spread of the bacterial disease Furunculosis via infected ova imported to Norway and
Canada.
Raincoast Research's web-site reports:

The Journal of Fish Biology reported in 1994:

