
Scottish Salmon Watch, 8 January 2020 

 

Exposed: Scottish 'Organic' Scamon  

 

 
 

- 'Organic' Sea Harvest questioned in letter to UKAS & Soil Association 

- Investigations and Enforcement Services asked to investigate "scam" 

- Highland Council meet on 21 January to decide on application for two 'organic' farms 

- Conflict of interest as two Highland Councillors are directors in 'Organic' Sea Harvest 

- 'Organic' Sea Harvest is controlled by Norwegian & Canadian interests  

- If approved 'Organic' Sea Harvest could treble Scotland's 'organic' salmon production 

- 'Organic' salmon production limited to five farms producing 4,219 tonnes in 2018 

- 'Organic' Sea Harvest want four 2,500 tonne farms (i.e. 10,000 tonnes) off Skye 

 

The expansion of so-called "organic" salmon farming in Scotland is being challenged by a 

Skye resident who has asked for an investigation by the Investigations and Enforcement 

Services branch of the Insolvency Service (who have power to investigate companies for 

fraud - including companies "running scams").  Norwegian/Canadian-owned Organic Sea 

Harvest is the subject of the complaint which has also been filed with the United Kingdom 

Accreditation Service and the Soil Association who certifies farmed salmon as 'organic'. 

 

"It is a public scam for Organic Sea Harvest to promote their agenda of obtaining planning 

for fish farms under a banner which does not currently belong to them," wrote Jonathan 

Johnson in a letter dated 5 January 2020.  "This is a highly unsatisfactory situation and we 

ask you to address this worrying illegal name which is setting a precedent for future 'scams'."   

 

"Organic Sea Harvest are extensively using the self-proclaimed 'Organic' prefix to gain 

support for their future trading operation from the public, when it is not their position to say 

they are 'Organic'," stated the letter to the Investigations and Enforcement Services branch of 

the Insolvency Service.  "At the same time this organic self-classification is deliberately 

being used to dumb down public dissent, in which the public is being lead to believe that, 

because it is an organic company already, they don't need to bother themselves with matters 

further.  This is very misleading and confusing to the public, many believe, it has been done 

deliberately so."  
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To hammer home the point, Jonathan Johnson signed his letter "Sir": 

 

 
 

 

Jonathan Johnson's letter to UKAS and the Soil Association dated 5 January 2020 included: 
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Highland Council is meeting on 21 January to discuss an application by 'Organic' Sea Harvest 

(who in a colossal conflict of interest have two Highland Councillors - Alister Mackinnon 

and Alex MacInnes - as directors) for two massive 2,500 tonne salmon farms at Flodigarry 

and Balmaqueen on the North-East coast of the Isle of Skye.    

 

 A petition has been signed by over 2,700 people objecting to 'Organic' Sea Harvest's 

expansion plans.   
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In November 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch visited Flodigarry on a family holiday to take in 

the amazing views and meet with locals opposed to 'Organic' Sea Harvest. 

 

 
 

"Organically farmed salmon is a scam, sham and a consumer con," said Don Staniford, 

Director of Scottish Salmon Watch and author of 'Organically Farmed Salmon is an 

Oxymoron'.  "Cramming a migratory species such as the Atlantic salmon - the 'King of Fish' - 

in disease-ridden cages is cruel, inhumane and the antithesis of wild and natural.  Organic 

standards are so close to conventional factory fish farming that they even permit the use of 

toxic chemicals.  Shame on 'Organic' Sea Harvest for misleading the public and shame on 

Highland Council for already granting this Norwegian/Canadian-owned company permission 

for two super-sized feedlots.  Further expansion of 'organic' salmon farming will not only 

threaten tourism but also Skye's pristine marine environment."   

 

Read more details via: 

Organic Scamon Alert on Skye: Self-Classification "Used to Dumb Down Public Dissent" 

Claims Resident 

Skye High Opposition to 'Organic' Sea Harvest 

Video Report from Skye: Please Stop 'Organic' Sea Harvest! 

  

Contact:  

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 
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