Scottish Salmon Watch, 25 August 2020

Norwegian Salmon Eggs Slip Back Into Scotland
(as Infectious Salmon Anaemia plagues salmon farms in Norway)
- Close the Borders to Deadly Diseases & Viruses Demand Campaigners!

- FOI reveals egg imports from Norway restarted in April 2020 after May 2019 ban
- Scottish Government official describes the lifting of Norway's ova import ban as "a
good news story in light of all the COVID issues" in memo to Fergus Ewing
- Veterinarian warned last week that ISA "horror show" ravages Norway during 2020
- Import data reveals ISA-plagued AquaGen imported 'elite' ova from Norway to
Scottish Sea Farms & Cooke Aquaculture to use as broodstock for 'Scottish' salmon
- Internal memo reveals that the Scottish Government agreed to "head off accusations
of disease in Icelandic eggs" following a media inquiry by The Ferret in February 2020
- Landcatch warned Scottish Ministers (Fergus Ewing & Michael Russell)
of the "massive risk" of ISA in imported salmon ova back in 2018
- Campaigners call for immediate testing of imports & quarantine of hatcheries
Shipments of salmon eggs (ova) imported from Norway have quietly resumed despite
repeated warnings over the spread of deadly disease Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) and a
"horror show" ravaging Norwegian salmon farms. A Freedom of Information (FOI) reply
from the Scottish Government reveals that in April 2020 two shipments of salmon ova were
imported from AquaGen in Norway to hatcheries operated by Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle
of Mull and Cooke Aquaculture on Orkney. The FOI disclosure on 7 August 2020 reveals
that Scottish Government officials agreed to downplay disease risks in imported ova from
Iceland and described the resumption of ova imports from Norway as "a good news story in
light of all the COVID 19 issues" in a memo to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy [1].

AquaGen (owned by EW Group - a German-based company with interests in international
poultry genetics) has been plagued by virus problems and was fingered by a scientific paper
as introducing ISA into Chile via infected eggs from Norway. Faced with a ban on imported
ova from ISA-infected Norway, AquaGen bought a hatchery near Dumfries from Norwegianowned Scottish Sea Farms in 2018 "to offer Scotland’s salmon farmers a reliable supply of
eggs from locally farmed AquaGen broodstock".
Last week, a leading veterinarian warned that salmon farms in Norway were being ravaged
by an ISA "horror show" with cases of ISA rising alarmingly during 2020 [2].

Scottish Salmon Watch today (25 August 2020) wrote to the Scottish and UK Government
calling for an immediate ban on ova imports and the introduction of strict biosecurity
measures including testing of hatcheries and farms for ISA and Piscine Reovirus (PRV).

"Whilst Norway continues to ban imports of Scottish salmon eggs due to disease and genetic
risks, the Scottish Government is recklessly resuming imports from Norway where salmon
farms are being plagued by Infectious Salmon Anaemia," said Don Staniford, Director of
Scottish Salmon Watch. "Importing salmon eggs from countries such as Norway and Iceland
ravaged by diseases, viruses and pathogens is a recipe for ecological ruin. Scottish Ministers
are presiding over the extinction of the King of Fish - a true Scottish icon - which is already
genetically polluted by Norwegian salmon. Using foreign salmon eggs to spawn Scottish
salmon is devious, deceptive and a deadly menace to wild salmon. So-called 'Scottish'
salmon is a sham, scam and a consumer con."

"The import of salmon eggs from Norway, Iceland and Ireland - which come into Scotland
without any disease and virus testing - is bad news for wild salmon and bad news for the
Scottish environment," continued Staniford, author of 'Scottish Scamon'. "It beggars belief
that the Scottish Government is willing to sacrifice Scotland's iconic Atlantic salmon at the
altar of the Norwegian-owned salmon farming industry. Scotland should immediately ban
the import of all salmon eggs and test hatcheries and farms for Infectious Salmon Anaemia
and Piscine Reovirus. If the COVID crisis has taught us anything it is that closing borders is
vital in stemming the spread of infectious diseases, viruses and pathogens. Hatcheries using
imported eggs should be quarantined until they can prove they're free of deadly viruses."

FOI Disclosure by the Scottish Government:
The FOI data disclosed by the Scottish Government on 7 August 2020 reveals that since the
ban on imports of salmon ova from Norway in late May 2019, Iceland's StofnFiskur (a
subsidiary of Norwegian-owned Benchmark - the company behind the controversial use of
the neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid) has become the main supplier of so-called
'Scottish' salmon (99% of which is controlled/owned by foreign companies and ca. 90% of
which is sourced from imported ova from Norway, Iceland and Ireland).

The FOI data disclosed by the Scottish Government on 7 August 2020 reveals that
Norwegian-owned Mowi Ireland stepped up ova imports during 2020 with 17.8 million
compared to compared to StofnFiskur's 28.5 million (including to Norwegian/Canadianowned Organic Sea Harvest via Dutch-owned Landcatch).

The FOI data disclosed by the Scottish Government on 7 August 2020 reveals that during
2020 (up to 2 July), a staggering 46.5 million salmon ova were imported into Scotland
including 18.9 million to Mowi; 9.3 million to Scottish Sea Farms; 5.7 million to The
Scottish Salmon Company; 3.6 million to Grieg Seafood; 3.1 million to Cooke Aquaculture
and 1.3 to Organic Sea Harvest. This compares with 58.5 million salmon ova imported
during the whole of 2019. Since 2003, 'Scottish' salmon farmers have imported around 700
million ova mostly from Norway but also from Iceland and Ireland [3].
StofnFiskur was named as the company supplying virus-laden ova to Cooke Aquaculture in
the United States leading to the culling of infected fish in 2018. In June 2019, Scottish
Salmon Watch revealed that over 50% of farmed salmon tested by Marine Scotland Science
were infected with PRV but refused to name the companies affected.
The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (7 August 2020) reveals that Scottish
Government officials agreed to "head off accusations of disease in Icelandic eggs" and
described the resumption of ova imports from Norway as "a good news story" in a memo to
the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing).
"I agree we need to head off accusations of disease in Icelandic eggs though suggest we don't
address the accusation directly but respond re rigorous trade process, disease-free status etc.,"
wrote an anonymous Scottish Government official in an internal email in February 2020 to
colleagues following a media enquiry by The Ferret.

"I think it would be helpful to provide a good news story in light of all the COVID 19 issues
that are dominating our work," wrote an anonymous Scottish Government official in an
internal email dated 2 April 2020 (the week before AquaGen imported ova from Norway to
Scottish Sea Farms and Cooke Aquaculture on 8 April 2020).

The Scottish Government refused to disclose other emails arguing in a letter to Scottish
Salmon Watch dated 7 August 2020 that internal communications were classified as
confidential and "private space" to give "frank advice" to Ministers was needed.

On 18 August 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a request for a review of the Scottish
Government's FOI refusal (a FOI request was also filed with DEFRA on 20 August 2020).
The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (7 August 2020) includes internal
discussions between Marine Scotland officials who "welcomed" the lifting of the ova ban by
Norway but warned that: "Depending upon how quickly other compartments are declared
disease free, Scotland may still have to rely upon domestic production and supply from other
international sources for the next ova season or two".

The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (7 August 2020) also includes an email
from an anonymous Scottish Government official saying the 'good news' can be passed onto
Ministers but that "there wasn't an immediate demand from the industry to buy ova from
Aquagen as we are at the end of the main ova season". "Aquagen were taking the
opportunity to import ova to maintain their UK based broodstock population which will be
beneficial in the future," continued the redacted email dated 2 April 2020.

"I have received notification from Aquagen that a consignment of 100,000 salmon ova from
their Rimstad site in Norway are due to arrive on 8th April following approval of the site as
ISA free by Mattilysnet [Norwegian Food Safety Authority], wrote an anonymous official
from Marine Scotland Science in an email to Marine Scotland colleagues on 2 April 2020.
"These are elite ova that will be used for broodstock in the UK in 3-4 years. The ova are
going to be delivered to Rysa Incubation Unit in Orkney and ongrown with Cooke
Aquaculture."

Cooke Aquaculture was embroiled in controversy in the United States in 2018 when the
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife ordered the destruction of 800,000 PRV-infected
salmon from Iceland. "Cooke hatched the fish from eggs the company imported from its
supplier in Iceland," reported The Seattle Times in May 2018. "The Icelandic company
StofnFiskur – a subsidiary of Benchmark Genetics – supplied the eggs to Cooke," reported
Salmon Business in December 2018. "The PRV at Cooke may have originated from the ova
delivered from Iceland," explained Benchmark. "We have, however, an optional service of
screening against PRV that our customers may choose as an extra risk measure to avoid
vertical transmission."
In April 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that Marine Scotland does not test imported
salmon ova for ISA, PRV or other diseases, pathogens and viruses (although Marine Scotland
Science conducts private testing of farmed salmon for companies which the Scottish
Government deemed commercially confidential).
The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (7 August 2020) included an email marked
'Official Sensitive' detailing a second shipment of "elite ova" from AquaGen in Norway to
the Knock hatchery operated by Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull "for use as future
broodstock by Aquagen Scotland".

In November 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch won a landmark ruling from the Scottish
Information Commissioner forcing the disclosure of data on ova imports by Scottish Sea
Farms who argued along with Scottish Ministers that publication of where they source ova
"would cause substantial harm to commercial interests".

The ruling by the Scottish Information Commissioner included reference to a confidentiality
agreement between Scottish Sea Farms, AquaGen and Landcatch.

An inspection of AquaGen's Holywood Salmon Farm in November 2018 (owned by Scottish
Sea Farms up until September 2018) by the Scottish Government's Fisheries Health
Inspectorate reported that: "The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and
found to be inadequately maintained" [4].
In February 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch and The Ferret revealed that imports of salmon ova
from AquaGen in Norway to a hatchery operated by Scottish Sea Farms had been halted due
to fears over the spread of ISA with a ban on Norwegian ova in May 2019 due to ISA risks.

The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (7 August 2020) includes correspondence
from an anonymous official at AquaGen in Norway which was "initiated by SSPO [Scottish
Salmon Producers Organisation] and following which with 2 of our customers here in
Scotland" who "were looking for clarification on the background to 2 small shipments
imported from Norway in early April".

AquaGen's statement dated 8 May 2020 is detailed in full below:

Background:
Scottish Salmon Watch revealed in May 2019 that over 90% of 'Scottish' salmon was sourced
from foreign ova with the vast majority imported from Norway. According to the latest
Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey (published in September 2019), 87% of the ova laid
down to hatch in 2018 (61.5 million out of 70.5 million) were foreign ova but even 'domestic'
ova may have been imported originally from Norway. 'Scottish' salmon is a misnomer.

In April 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch called for a ban on imported ova due to fears over the
spread of ISA which plagued Scottish salmon farming in the 1990s and in 2008/2009 (with a
suspected outbreak in 2004).
In May 2019, a damning inspection by the European Free Trade Association's Surveillance
Authority resulted in a ban on exports of Norwegian salmon ova. In February 2020, Scottish
Salmon Watch and The Ferret revealed that imports of ova from Norway had been banned
due to fears over the spread of ISA leading to an influx of ova from Iceland (which has a
history of Piscine Reovirus problems) and Ireland.
Landcatch (another egg breeding company owned by the Dutch company Hendrix Genetics)
raised serious concerns about the spread of deadly ISA via imported ova from AquaGen in
correspondence with the Scottish Government's Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy &
Connectivity (Fergus Ewing) in 2018 and with the Scottish Government in 2017 [5].

In May 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that the Norwegian Government had banned
imports of salmon ova from Scotland citing unacceptable disease and genetic risks. A front
page article in The National newspaper reported:

In February 2018, Norway's Ministry of Climate & Environment banned the import of
Scottish salmon eggs citing risks of disease and genetic impacts of escapes under the
Norwegian Nature Diversity Act.
"Farmed salmon with partial Scottish origin increases the likelihood of a negative impact on
Norwegian wild populations above negative effects with Norwegian farmed strains," stated
the 22-page letter of refusal dated 9 February 2018 from Norway's Ministry of Climate &
Environment to Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch). "There is a high probability that
genetic mixing between Norwegian wild salmon and farmed salmon of partly Scottish origin
will increase the loss of genetic diversity."
In a blistering email to Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity)
in February 2018, the head Landcatch (owned by Hendrix Genetics) accused the Scottish
Government of taking a "massive risk" by allowing salmon eggs from Norway and Iceland to
flood 'Scottish' salmon farms citing the danger of "transfer of ISA from infected countries
such as Norway".
"This means that the Scottish salmon industry is now 100% reliant on imported eggs - both a
massive risk in the event of borders closing for disease issues (and also the transfer of ISA
from infected countries such as Norway), but also making a complete mockery of the brand
'Scottish Salmon'," stated the email to Fergus Ewing dated 12 February 2018.
In an email obtained via FOI in December 2018 from the Scottish Government, the Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity (Fergus Ewing) was warned that Norway's ban
on ova imports "reeks of discriminatory trade practice".

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch on 1
February 2019 reveal that Scottish salmon and trout farmers received ova during the
2016/2017 season from broodstock held at a ISA suspected site operated by AquaGen at
Tingvoll:

In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the
ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to
export eggs into Scotland" [5].
In July 2020, the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) disclosed some documents via
Freedom of Information but refused many more citing commercial confidentiality.

Read more via:
Norway's Infectious Salmon "Horror Show" Secretly Playing Now In Scotland?
EFTA disclose documents on disease-ridden Norwegian salmon farming but refuse more
citing commercial confidentiality
'Scottish' salmon resumes imports of "ISA-free" eggs from Norway?
Irony of Virus-Laden Scottish Salmon Exploiting Coronavirus Crisis
FOI letter to Norwegian Food Safety Authority re. Infectious Salmon Anaemia
Undercurrent News: "Iceland replaces Norway as main source of Scottish salmon eggs
following import ban"
Letter to Scottish Ministers: "Bio-security Protocols & Safety Precautions re. Ova Imports"
The Ferret: "Imports of Norwegian salmon eggs banned over deadly virus"
Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks
'Scottish' Salmon Exposed As Made in Ireland & Iceland
FOI Victory: Scottish Ministers Forced to Come Clean on 'Scottish' Salmon
The National: "Watchdog demands release of government facts about Scottish Salmon"
Scottish Government ordered to release 'confidential' salmon farming data
Scottish government ordered to give up information about imported salmon eggs
Mail On Sunday: "90% of Scottish salmon 'ISN'T' from Scotland' - 66m eggs shipped in from
abroad"
Scottish salmon not Scottish, campaigners claim
Virus-Laden Farmed Salmon - FOI reveals over half of samples test positive for Piscine
Reovirus
Salmon Eggsclusive: Scotland's 'King of Fish' is Now Viking Not Scottish!
Easter Egg Ban for 'Scottish' Salmon?
Deadly virus outbreak prompted fears over import of fish farm eggs to Scotland
Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in
Norway
Concerns raised over Scottish salmon roe imports
'Secret' Scottish Salmon - Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refuse to disclose
information for ova imports as it would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests"
Government 'failing to protect Scottish salmon'
Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon': Norway bans import of Scottish salmon
eggs citing disease risks & genetic impacts under the Nature Diversity Act
Imported eggs ruling 'makes a mockery of Scottish salmon'
Norway keeps ban on import of Scottish roe
Tartan imposters’ charge as fish egg imports hit 90%
Invasion of the Viking salmon
Fish farms are ‘wiping out Scotland’s wild salmon’
Escaped farmed salmon impacts
'Norwegian' genes found in wild salmon populations in Wester Ross

Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

Notes to Editors:
[1] FOI 202000058422 disclosed by the Scottish Government on 7 August 2020 (but as of 24
August 2020 still not posted online) included:

FOI reply SG 7 August 2020 letter 202000058422-1
FOI reply SG 7 August 2020 - Import data - information to release-1
FOI reply SG 7 Aug 2020 Word disclosure 26 pages
[2] During 2020, ISA has ravaged salmon farms across Norway with a veterinarian
describing it as a "horror show".

Intrafish reported (27 July 2020) via "ISA cases surge past 2019 levels in Norway's salmon
farms" that "Seven months in, cases have already almost doubled numbers for the whole of
last year".

The bad news on ISA just keeps on coming:

Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) is a deadly notifiable disease which must be reported to the
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). ISA is currently ravaging salmon farms in
Norway and plagued Scottish salmon farms in 1998-9 costing £100 million and again costing
Shetland dearly in 2009.
Read more via: FOI Dossier: Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks
(February 2020) - including:
A Primer: The Spread of Infectious Salmon Anaemia Via Infected Eggs
Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) is a notifiable disease which must be reported to the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and infection with genotype HPR-deleted of the genus
Isa virus (ISAV) is listed as a non-exotic disease under Annex IV, Part II of Council
Directive 2006/88/EC (as amended in 2014/22/EU).
In Norway, ISA was reported at a Mowi salmon farm in Nordland in July 2019 and at another
Mowi salmon farm in Aukrasanden in April 2019 and at another Mowi salmon farm in
Kjeahola in November 2019 and at Mowi's salmon farm at Finnoy in Rogaland also in
November 2019.
A suspected case of ISA at Laholmen in Finnmark was reported by Grieg to the Norwegian
Food Safety Authority in January 2020. Intrafish reported in January 2020:

Intrafish reported in November 2019 that SalMar (owner of Scottish Sea Farms) notified the
Norwegian Food Safety Authority of a positive test for ISA.

Intrafish reported in April 2019:

In May 2019, Intrafish reported: "Mowi begins slaughter of 1.3 million fish in ISA outbreak".
Intrafish reported in February 2019:

Read more via the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE):
"INFECTION WITH HPR-DELETED OR HPR0INFECTIOUS SALMON ANAEMIA
VIRUS"
A scientific paper published in 2017 reported that "ISAV-HPR0 represents a reservoir and
risk factor for the emergence of ISA disease":

Read more via:

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details
9.9 million ova imported by Mowi Norway between 4 April and 22 May 2019 (just before the
Norwegian ban was imposed in June 2019):

And another 7 million ova imported by Mowi Norway from January to 2 April 2019.

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details
34.9 million ova imported by Marine Harvest Norway in 2018:

In 2017, Fish Farming Expert reported:

"We have found another solution. We lost the one export permit to Scotland and found
another solution this year with a partner that delivers to Scotland," AquaGen’s Nina Santi
told SalmonBusiness in January 2018. "We’ll be back with deliveries to Scotland in mid2018."

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 3
million ova imported by AquaGen from Norway to Scotland in 2018 and 2019 - including to
the Scottish Sea Farms Barcaldine Hatchery officially 'opened' by Scotland's Minister for
Public Finance and Digital Economy (Kate Forbes) and AquaGen's own Hollywood Salmon
Farm (bought off Scottish Sea Farms and promoted by Scotland's Rural Economy Secretary,
Fergus Ewing).

AquaGen chairman Odd Magne Rødseth, speaking to Fish Farming Expert in November
2017: "said the move to start egg production in Scotland would help serve the Scottish
industry better and was also a precautionary measure against any ban on the import of eggs.
“You never know whether will find some reason to close the border,” he said at the time.

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 30
shipments of ova totalling 24.6 million from AquaGen in Norway to Scotland in 2016.

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government in December 2019 via FOI-18-01553 details 5.5
million ova imported from Norway by AquaGen in 2017 including to The Scottish Salmon
Company's Kinlochmoidart Hatchery, Loch Duart's Duartmore Hatchery, Kames Fish
Farming's Allt Mor (via JS Salmon) and Cooke Aquaculture's Ardtaraig Hatchery.

In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the
ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to
export eggs into Scotland":

Read more via:
Restrictions due to ISA suspicion also attached to AquaGens’ broodfish departments at the
Vestseøra site in Hemne municipality
ISA detected at salmon broodstock sites
Aquagen ISA outbreak: cause unknown, but damage contained

Information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government in February 2019 included:

Read more via: Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from
AquaGen in Norway
In 2013, Marine Harvest sold their 31% stake in AquaGen with Cermaq selling their shares in
AquaGen on the same day. In 2008, AquaGen was bought by the German-owned EW Group.
In 2011, The New York Times fingered AquaGen as the likely source of the ISA outbreak in
Chile following a scientific paper published in the Archives of Virology.

Read the Archives of Virology scientific paper published online in 2008.

Read more via "Nylund, Vike - The Famous ISA Chile Paper, Scientists Harassed in Norway,
AquaGen" and "ISA - Diary of Disease Disaster"
More via:

Including:

A Scottish Executive report - "Final Report of the Joint Government/Industry Working Group
on Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) in Scotland" - published in 2000 included:

In 2010, a scientific paper authored by Marine Scotland Science included:

In 2009, ISA hit Norwegian-owned Grieg Seafood in Shetland and Scottish Sea Farms.
"Local evolution from an avirulent strain of ISAV; importation of ova; or association with
movement of equipment could have caused the outbreak," concluded Marine Scotland
Science.

In 2004, a suspected case of ISA was reported at Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019)
Loch Sheilavaig salmon farm in South Uist.

In 1998-9 an ISA outbreak traced to Norwegian-owned Hydro Seafoods (re-named Scottish
Sea Farms - a subsidiary of Norskott Havbruk AS owned jointly by the Norwegian
companies Leroy and SalMar) cost the industry £100 million and led to the loss of 200 jobs.

Read more via:
Infectious Salmon Anaemia - Diary of Disease Disaster
Scottish Sea Farms confirms it owns ISA-infected site
Minister criticises industry over ISA
Shetland Islands to cut salmon farms as ISA spreads
ISA will put 27 Scottish fish farms out of action
Shetlanders get £3m ISA loan
New ISA Case Found in Shetland Control Zone
Fish virus detected at third farm
Second ISA case confirmed in Scotland
ISA back to haunt fish farmers
Deadly salmon infection detected
ISA disease suspected at Marine Harvest farm
The scientific issues surrounding the control of Infectious Salmon Anaemia in Scotland
ISA cost Scottish industry £100 million
ISA report published by Scottish Executive
Lethal fish infection spreads
£25.68 million loss in Scotland
ISA can wipe out farms
More ISA found
Fish Farmageddon - The Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse
[3] Data on ova imports was summarized by Scottish Salmon Watch in February 2020 including:

[4] AquaGen (owned by EW Group - a German-based company with interests in
international poultry genetics) has been plagued by disease problems and was fingered by a
scientific paper as introducing ISA into Chile via infected eggs from Norway. Faced with a
ban on imported ova from ISA-infected Norway, AquaGen bought a hatchery near Dumfries
from Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms in 2018 "to offer Scotland’s salmon farmers a
reliable supply of eggs from locally farmed AquaGen broodstock".
Insider reported in March 2019 that AquaGen had bought the Holywood Salmon Farm off
Scottish Sea Farms and were planning an annual production of 50 million ova:

In November 2018, The Oban Times reported that 2.5 million ova will be imported from
AquaGen in Norway to the Barcaldine Hatchery operated by Scottish Sea Farms:

In February 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch and The Ferret revealed that imports of salmon ova
from AquaGen in Norway to a hatchery operated by Scottish Sea Farms had been halted due
to fears over the spread of ISA with a ban on Norwegian ova in May 2019 due to ISA risks.
[5] In February 2019, a FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government revealed concerns about
the spread of Infectious Salmon Anaemia via ova imported from AquaGen in Norway (in
chronological order):

Read more via:
Deadly virus outbreak prompted fears over import of fish farm eggs to Scotland
Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in
Norway

In May 2018, a FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government revealed that Scottish Ministers
(Fergus Ewing and Michael Russell) were briefed by Landcatch (Hendrix Genetics) in
February 2018 on the "massive risk" of ISA via imported eggs from Norway:

Read more via:
The National: "Government 'failing to protect Scottish salmon'"
Imported eggs ruling 'makes a mockery of Scottish salmon'
Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon' - Scotland ignores 'massive risk' of disease

