Scottish Salmon Watch, 20 May 2020
Secret Trials: 'Royal' Salmon Doused with Bee-Killing Insecticide Imidacloprid?

- FOI reveals proposed 'field trial' of toxic neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid
at Mowi's Ardnish salmon farm in Loch Ailort near Fort William
- Campaigners call for immediate ban on Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08)
- Imidacloprid banned for use in terrestrial farming in 2018
- Mowi's Royal Warrant seal under fire
Documents disclosed this week by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency via Freedom
of Information (F0191802) reveal that Norwegian salmon farming giant Mowi has proposed a
field trial of Ectosan (BMK08/Imidacloprid) at Ardnish in Loch Ailort [1].

The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 - more
commonly known as the Controlled Activity Regulations (CAR) - and their further
amendments of 2013 and 2017 apply regulatory controls over activities which may affect
Scotland’s water environment (as regulated by SEPA). Last month, SEPA relaxed the rules
on the use of toxic chemicals on salmon farms in Scotland but made no specific mention of
Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan).
Read more via:
More toxic pesticides to be used by salmon farmers
Under the Cloak of Coronavirus: SEPA open the floodgates to lobster-killing chemicals!
Scottish Salmon Watch today (20 May 2020) wrote to Scottish Ministers, SEPA and the
Scottish Parliament questioning whether field trials of Imidacloprid had already taken place
in Scottish salmon farming. Norwegian-owned Benchmark first unveiled 'Ectosan' in 2017
but re-branded it as BMK08 in 2019. In March 2020, Ectosan/BMK08 was revealed as
Imidacloprid following the publication of an interpretation request filed by Mowi Norway
with the Aquaculture Stewardship Council.
Ardnish in Loch Ailort was the first salmon farm in Scotland set up by Unilever in 1965
when the company was known as Marine Harvest (the name was changed to Mowi in 2019
despite objections from the Mowinckel family). Salmon Business described Ardnish as "the
little-known cradle of the British salmon farming industry" reporting in 2017 how the Duke
of Edinburgh visited there in 1974 leading to farmed salmon being delivered to Buckingham
Palace and a Royal Warrant adorning Mowi's fish boxes:

"Mowi harnesses nature to produce nutritious, tasty and supreme quality food from the
ocean," claims the Royal Warrant Holders Association web-site (omitting to mention Mowi's
proposal to use a banned neonicotinoid insecticide in Loch Ailort). "As a result of its
ongoing innovation and sustainable development it is the world’s largest supplier of farmed
Atlantic Salmon - satisfying one fifth of global demand."

"The European Union banned the use of neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid in terrestrial
farming in 2018 after scientific evidence showing risks to bees and other insects," said Don
Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch. "Proposing to use such a toxic chemical in
salmon farming shows how morally repugnant this dirty industry is. It makes a mockery of
Mowi's Royal Warrant for Her Majesty the Queen to endorse a bee-killing insecticide when
the Prince of Wales Charitable Trust has opposed the use of Imidacloprid via Waitrose's
Duchy Originals."
"The public has a right to know if secret trials have already taken place in Scotland and have
a right to read any environmental risk assessments prior to use," continued Staniford who
today filed a FOI requesting further details about any field trials of Imidacloprid. "SEPA has
a statutory duty to the environment and are surely not duty bound to Norwegian-owned
companies such as Mowi and Benchmark who clearly intend to use Scotland as a test site to
trial a dangerous chemical."
Last year, Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi's Loch Ailort salmon farm at Ardnish
(controlled by Norway's richest man John Fredriksen - recently ranked 20th on The Sunday
Times 2020 Rich List with a wealth of £6.63 billion).

"Serious questions must be asked of the involvement of Scottish Ministers and SEPA in any
secret field trials of such a toxic neonicotinoid insecticide," concluded Staniford (author of
'Silent Spring of the Sea'). "Has Imidacloprid already been used illegally in Scottish salmon
farming without any public consultation? The use of Imidacloprid would add to Scottish
salmon's lethal plume of toxic chemicals such as Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin, Emamectin
benzoate, Formaldehyde/Formalin and Hydrogen Peroxide. Scotland must ban the use of
neonicotinoid chemicals on salmon farms immediately and publish a public register of all
toxic chemicals used in salmon farming. The Queen Bee herself - Her Majesty the Queen must surely reconsider her royal patronage of the toxic salmon farming industry via Mowi's
Royal Warrant and RSPCA certification."

Scottish Salmon Watch today (20 May 2020) wrote to the Prince of Wales in his capacity as
the Duke of Rothesay asking him to visit Mowi's Ardnish facility in Loch Ailort and take a
tour of the toxic chemicals used by the salmon farming industry.

Contact: Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

Media Backgrounder: Benchmark's BMK08/Ectosan Unmasked as Imidicloprid
Benchmark (owned by Norwegian investors including FERD and Kverva - also the largest
shareholder in SalMar which owns Scottish Sea Farms - and the Royal Bank of Scotland)
have refused to publicly name the ingredient in Ectosan (re-branded as BMK08 in 2019)
since it was first publicised in 2017.
In November 2019, SEPA refused a FOI request on CleanTreat (the system used in
conjunction with Ectosan/BMK08/Imidicloprid as well as other toxic chemicals such as
Azamethiphos and Deltamethrin) but conceded:

In February 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch filed an appeal with the Scottish Information
Commissioner following SEPA's refusal to disclose information on CleanTreat (including
BMK08/Ectosan). Scottish Salmon Watch asked for an internal review of another FOI
refusal by SEPA in a letter dated 21 February 2020. Scottish Salmon Watch also asked for an
internal review of the Scottish Government's FOI refusal to disclose information on BMK08
(Ectosan) in a letter dated 21 February 2020.
Last month SEPA refused Scottish Salmon Watch's March 2020 FOI request on Imidacloprid
claiming in April 2020 that no documents existed. However, a FOI formal review by SEPA
led to an "unreserved apology" to Scottish Salmon Watch in May 2020 for "a processing
failure by the SEPA Access to Information Team resulting in the incorrect application of
Regulation 10(4)(a)".
Read more via:
SEPA review of Imidacloprid refusal F0191802 findings in full 18 May 2020
The Scottish Government refused to provide any information on Imidacloprid use in salmon
farming claiming in a letter dated 11 May 2020 that "there has been no release of
Imidacloprid under any marine licence - as none have been issued by Marine Scotland" [2].

In March 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch called on SEPA for greater transparency with respect
to BMK08/Ectosan (Imidacloprid). "Why has SEPA met privately with Benchmark at least
five times in the last 18 months and discussed secret trials with industry yet has failed to
notify the public or issue a public consultation?" asked the letter dated 17 March 2020 [3].
In March 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Scottish Ministers, SEPA and the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate questioning the use of Imidacloprid [4].

In December 2019, the Veterinary Medicines Directorate refused a FOI request on
BMK08/Ectosan and CleanTreat citing 'commercial confidentiality'. In April 2020, the VMD
refused another Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request on Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08).
"There is a strong public interest in allowing parties the safe space to conclude their data
gathering to achieve the finalisation of the process and the establishment of a defined data
set; and that the VMD judge it is in the public interest not to hinder VMD’s ongoing
relationship with applicants in this process," wrote the VMD on 5 May 2020 following a FOI
review request by Scottish Salmon Watch [5].
Scottish Salmon Watch only stumbled on the deeply disturbing news that Ectosan (BMK08)
is Imidacloprid via a tip-off in March 2020 pointing to a post on the Aquaculture Stewardship
Council's web-site.
Read more via:
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
Exactly one year ago, BBC Panorama reported that Mowi (who changed their name from
Marine Harvest in 2019 due to negative consumer perception) was one of several salmon
farming companies "under investigation for possible misreporting of chemical use".

Benchmark's Toxic Insecticide (via Bayer/Monsanto)
Imidacloprid is a controversial neonicotinoid insecticide launched by Bayer in 1991 as
'Gaucho' (other trade names include Kohinor, Admire, Advantage, Merit, Confidor,
Hachikusan, Premise, Prothor, and Winner) and is still the world’s No. 1 seed-applied
insecticide despite peer-reviewed scientific evidence showing lethal impacts on bee
populations. Bayer bought Monsanto in 2018 and manufacture the carcinogenic weedkiller
glysophate (Roundup) which is the subject of billion dollar lawsuits.
Norwegian Fish Farmer magazine reported back in 2016 that an international patent had been
obtained in 2015 for the use of Imidacloprid in salmon farming citing an investors
presentation in 2014 calling the chemical D10 Aquatic Blast. The Inverness-based Fish Vet
Group (owned by Benchmark) appear to have registered Ectosan as a patent in Norway back
in 2013 (via intellectual property company Zacco Norway) under "Veterinary preparations;
disinfectants; preparations for destroying vermin; pesticides".
Imidacloprid is classified as an 'Environmental Hazard' with the warning that it is "very toxic
to aquatic life with long lasting effects" and "hazardous to the aquatic environment, long-term
hazard". Imidacloprid has also been linked to human health impacts with a scientific paper
published in 2017 reporting that it "can lead to potentially life-threatening complications and
acute poisoning".
The Scottish Wildlife Trusts called for a ban on pesticides containing Imidacloprid back in
2012. In December 2017, the Rivers Trust reported that "Aquatic insects are just as
vulnerable to neonicotinoid insecticides as bees and flying insects..... 88% of sites in Britain
were contaminated with neonicotinoids, eight rivers in England exceeded recommended
chronic pollution limits, and two were acutely polluted."
In April 2018, the European Commission (following an assessment by the European Food
Safety Authority) banned Imidacloprid for use on outdoor crops due to risks to bees. "Unless
the scientific evidence changes, the government will maintain these increased restrictions
post-Brexit," stated DEFRA in a press release in April 2018.
The Soil Association (which certify salmon farms in Scotland as 'organic') are vehemently
opposed to the use of Imidacloprid and other neonicotinoids.
The weight of scientific evidence on the toxicity of Imidacloprid especially in the aquatic
environment is increasingly clear and alarming [6].
Secret trials of Imidacloprid in Norwegian salmon farming
Earlier this month, the Norwegian Medicines Agency (NoMA) refused to disclose
information on any trials of Imidacloprid by salmon farms in Norway. "Information about
clinical trials with veterinary medicinal products, performed by pharmaceutical industry, is
considered to be confidential information," wrote NoMA on 29 April 2020. "According to
the Norwegian act on medicinal products §30 the NoMA is not allowed to disclose
information that is considered commercially sensitive. We can therefore not disclose whether
permission to perform clinical trials with Imidacloprid has been granted" [7].

A FOI request by Scottish Salmon Watch in March 2020 to the Norwegian Government and
Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet) has thus far yielded no information.
Norwegian Fish Farmer magazine reported in April 2017 (translated as "The Authorities Are
the Bottleneck for New Drugs"):

The article cites Imidacloprid:

Translated as:

Secret Trials of Imidacloprid in Scotland?
When asked by Scottish Salmon Watch for a site visit to the CleanTreat operation and
specific information on BMK08 (Imidacloprid), Benchmark (who also sell the toxic chemical
Azamethiphos) replied in January 2020 that it is "commercially sensitive" and that "the
CleanTreat system is demobilised until further trials are planned".

SEPA has been lobbied extensively to conduct field trials of CleanTreat (developed in
Scotland at Benchmark's Ardtoe Marine Laboratory) in Scotland after being trialled
successfully in Norway.

Documents disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI in December 2019 suggest secret
trials of BMK08/Ectosan/Imidacloprid may have already taken place in Scotland without
public consultation and raise red flags over the discharge and disposal of chemical wastes via
'CleanTreat'.
"You undertook to look again at the potential for trials of novel lice treatment methods and
the barriers in the way of Scottish trials for the CleanTreat innovation which the developers
believe has no environmental impact at sea," wrote the Chief Executive of the Scottish
Salmon Producers Organisation to Terry A'Hearn, Chief Executive of SEPA in May 2019.
"The novel approach has been trialled in Norway successfully and now requires field trials in
Scotland....We understand that there have been discussions with the company involved
though no progress has been made to take forward trials in Scotland."
A redacted email from SEPA's office in Lochgilphead in April 2019 asked for "a visit to the
existing vessel whilst operational" which would allow SEPA "to highlight any areas of
concern early so that they could potentially be addressed/mitigated as part of the design
process". Benchmark replied in April 2019 that "we are re-starting trials next week" with a
visit suggested in May 2019:

A redacted email in February 2019 from Marine Scotland 'Re: Benchmark - CleanTreat'
discussed the need for further information on "the permits required in Norway for your trial
there"; "more detail on the proposed activity in the marine area (i.e. - what is proposed to be
deposited in the sea") and "sensitivity of the testing to LOD etc. to understand what the
output might contain".
A redacted email marked 'Sensitive' dated December 2018 referred to a meeting between
Benchmark and Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy) and "a discussion with

Benchmark on the acceptability of their CleanTreat proposal where it might involve transport
from site for remote discharge of effluent water" and "the work plan element where we're
tasked at looking at 'discharge zones'".
A Cabinet Briefing in September 2019 for a meeting in the Scottish Parliament between
Fergus Ewing (as Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy) and Benchmark stressed that
Benchmark was invited "to ensure that such sustainable technologies, like CleanTreat, are not
only developed in Scotland, but that Scotland is also an attractive place to trial such
technologies".
In terms of 'next steps' the Cabinet Briefing in September 2019 stated that: "Marine Scotland
is facilitating a number of meetings with BAHL [Benchmark], regulators and advisers to
ensure BAHL is clear on the next steps and regulators and advisers will continue to work
with BAHL, to enable them to submit the required evidence and provide the required
assurances to determine an application for a trial".
In late September 2019, Benchmark invited the Scottish Government, SEPA and the
Veterinary Medicines Directorate to an 'urgent' visit of the CleanTreat wellboat (understood
to be docked in Leith). "This is the last opportunity ahead of any trials in the UK, as we have
now completed our planned trials in Norway," wrote Benchmark in an email dated 24
September 2019.
FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government in December 2019 via FOI-19-01398
reveal that in April 2019, the Cabinet Secretary of Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) met with
"four key Scottish salmon producers" (six companies - all foreign controlled - comprise 99%
of Scottish salmon farming production: Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon
Company, Grieg Seafood, Cooke Aquaculture and Loch Duart) interested in the potential of
'CleanTreat'. "[Redacted] were concerned at an over-reliance on SLICE, which would
inevitably lead to greater resistance to the chemical over time - there needed to be a basket of
around 3 licensed anti-lice medicines in play."
The FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government detail heavily redacted minutes of
a meeting with Benchmark in October 2018 with a document citing "field trials in Scotland".

An email dated November 2018 referred to a request from Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary
for the Rural Economy) for information on CleanTreat stating that "the company wish to
push forward with trials in Scotland (trials already happening in Norway) - and that Marine

Harvest [redacted] as partner wants to get this off the ground as soon as possible.....progress
with regulators was slow and that they wished to speed things up":

A redacted email dated June 2019 to Marine Scotland attached a 'Confidential' document
titled 'CleanTreat [redacted] Trials, Scotland 2019 Overview' (authored it appears by
Benchmark's Animal Health Division in Edinburgh on 14 March 2019).

Benchmark Refuses to Name BMK08 (Ectosan) as Imidacloprid
In March 2020 (a few days after The Ferret broke the news that BMK08/Ectosan was actually
Imidacloprid), Benchmark issued a media statement on BMK08 (known as Ectosan until
2019) refusing to even name Imidacloprid. "As BMK08 is in the regulatory process we are
restricted in what we can say about the medicine and cannot promote the product before a
Marketing Authorisation is granted," stated Benchmark on 20 March 2020. "Field trials have
been successfully carried out exclusively in Norway proving BMK08 is an effective and safe
medicine for the treatment of sea lice on salmon" [8].
Fish Farmer reported in February 2020:

The article concluded:

Fish Farming Expert reported in March 2020:

Read more via:
Follow the Salmoney - the Norwegian tobacco billionaire behind the Neonicotinoid
Imidacloprid
ENDS Report: "Calls for greater transparency over ‘toxic’ new fish farm product"
Letter to SEPA: Please Come Clean on Imidacloprid!
Letter to Scottish Ministers, SEPA & the VMD re. Imidacloprid
FOI requests on Imidacloprid to SEPA, VMD & the Scottish Government
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
Media coverage of Benchmark's 'CleanTreat', Ectosan and BMK08
Please Come Clean on BMK08!
Media Backgrounder: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Salmon
Sunday Times: "Official fears revealed over toxic threat of salmon trade"
Cleaning Tox-Sick Scottish Salmon
CleanTreat: FOI Disclosures by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch
All is Not Well With Sick Scottish Salmon

Notes to Editors:
[1]

From: Access to Information Enquiries <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Date: Mon, May 18, 2020 at 4:25 PM
Subject: SEPA Response - [F:0191802]
To: Access to Information Enquiries <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>,
Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Dear Mr Don Staniford
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
Please refer to the enclosed response in relation to your request for Formal Review.
Regards
Fiona Laird
SEPA Access to Information team
Email: foi@sepa.org.uk
Tel: 01786 457700

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2020 at 8:42 PM
Subject: Review re. F0191735
To: FOI Helpdesk <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Please consider this a formal request for a review of F0191735.
Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request dated 17 March 2020 is available online via
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-on-imidacloprid-to-sepa-sg-vmd-17-march2020.pdf
SEPA's FOI refusal dated 15 April 2020 is online via:
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog_admin/uploads/
f0191735_docf2e2d8be74_f0191735_response_r.pdf
Scottish Salmon Watch asks SEPA to revisit the blanket refusal to disclose information on
Imidacloprid; namely:

It is simply unbelievable that "SEPA does not hold information relating to Imidacloprid".

Is SEPA seriously suggesting that the first time it knew about Imidacloprid was when
contacted by Rob Edwards for The Ferret's article on 17 March 2020?
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-companies-bee-harming-pesticide/
And when Scottish Salmon Watch issued a press release naming BMK08/Ectosan as
Imidacloprid on 17 March 2020?
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
It beggars belief SEPA were not briefed by Benchmark on Imidacloprid and not told several
years ago that Ectosan (re-named BMK08 in 2019) was Imidacloprid?
SEPA's FOI refusal dated 15 April 2020 indicates, wrongly as far as Scottish Salmon Watch
believes, that SEPA did not know that BMK08/Ectosan was Imidacloprid.
Surely SEPA were in possession of documents, data, emails and other information in relation
to Imidacloprid use by Benchmark and salmon farming companies in Scotland and Norway?
Surely SEPA has information on file in relation to Imidacloprid?
Surely SEPA were told verbally and discussed the matter internally either using the name
Imidacloprid or the code name BMK08 or Ectosan?
To deny the existence of any information at all on Imidacloprid appears unreasonable. Hence
this formal review request.
Finally, SEPA's FOI refusal dated 15 April 2020 claimed that "all SEPA information in
relation to BMK08, Ectosan or CleanTreat has been considered, and where appropriate,
released" via various FOI requests or review requests including these in 2020.

However, is SEPA suggesting that zero information has become available since the FOI
request on 7 January 2020?
i.e. is SEPA seriously suggesting that Benchmark has not in contact recently in relation to
BMK08/Ectosan/Imidacloprid?
If so, then SEPA is incorrect in claiming that "SEPA does not hold any further information
relating to BMK08, Ectosan or discharges and disposals via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' since
2014".
Please therefore review the FOI request and provide the information requested.

Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch
From: FOI Helpdesk <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2020 at 4:22 PM
Subject: SEPA Response - [F:0191735]
To: <Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Cc: <foi@sepa.org.uk>
Dear Mr Don Staniford
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
Please refer to the enclosed response in relation to your request for information.
Regards
Fiona Laird
SEPA Access to Information team
Email: foi@sepa.org.uk
Tel: 01786 457700

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 12:44 PM
Subject: FOI re. Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) since 2014
To: AccesstoInformation <foi@sepa.org.uk>
Cc: Mackinnon, Alison <Alison.Mackinnon@sepa.org.uk>
Please provide information on Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) including
discharges and disposals via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' since 2014.
Background details on this FOI request are available online here - and attached as a PDF.
Please therefore provide the information requested which may involved re-visiting previous
FOI requests.
Please consider this a formal request for information via the relevant FOI and Environmental
Information regulations.
Please provide the information electronically and/or online.
Please provide a receipt of this FOI request.
Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch

[2]

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 12:45 PM
Subject: FOI re. Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) since 2014
To: <ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk>
Please provide information on Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) including
discharges and disposals via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' since 2014.
Background details on this FOI request are available online here - and attached as a PDF.
Please therefore provide the information requested which may involved re-visiting previous
FOI requests.
Please consider this a formal request for information via the relevant FOI and Environmental
Information regulations.
Please provide the information electronically and/or online.
Please provide a receipt of this FOI request.
Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch

[3]
From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 11:59 AM
Subject: SEPA's refusal to provide information on Imidacloprid use in salmon farming

To: Ahearn, Terry <terry.ahearn@sepa.org.uk>
Cc: Mackinnon, Alison <Alison.Mackinnon@sepa.org.uk>, Sinclair, Douglas
<douglas.sinclair@sepa.org.uk>, Media <publicrelations@sepa.org.uk>, Pollard, Peter
<peter.pollard@sepa.org.uk>, AccesstoInformation <foi@sepa.org.uk>, Access to
Information Enquiries <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Terry,

Letter in full online here
Including:

Online via Letter on Imidacloprid to Terry A'Hearn, Chief Executive of SEPA (17 March
2020)
Read more via:
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"
Best fishes,
Don Staniford
Director of Scottish Salmon Watch
[4]
From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 10:01 AM
Subject: Letter re. Concerns & Questions Over Imidacloprid Use in Scottish Salmon Farming
To: <scottish.ministers@gov.scot>, Ahearn, Terry <terry.ahearn@sepa.org.uk>,
<postmaster@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk>
Cc: Russell, Sandra <s.russell@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk>, <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot>,
<Helen.McGregor@gov.scot>, Sinclair, Douglas <douglas.sinclair@sepa.org.uk>, Pollard,

Peter <peter.pollard@sepa.org.uk>, Media <publicrelations@sepa.org.uk>,
<directormarinescotland@gov.scot>, Ruskell M (Mark), MSP
<Mark.Ruskell.msp@parliament.scot>, Beamish C (Claudia), MSP
<Claudia.Beamish.msp@parliament.scot>, Finnie J (John), MSP
<John.Finnie.msp@parliament.scot>
Concerns & Questions Over Imidacloprid Use in Scottish Salmon Farming
Scottish Salmon Watch is shocked to discover that the use of the toxic neonicotinoid
insecticide Imidacloprid (banned for outdoor use in terrestrial farming by the European Union
in 2018 due to a growing weight of scientific evidence that it is harmful to bees and other
pollinators) may have already been used in Scotland via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' system via
secret trials.
Read letter in full online here

Read more via :
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon (17 March
2020)
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’" (17 March 2020)
Best fishes,
Don
[5]
From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, May 5, 2020 at 5:33 PM
Subject: Re: Official Sensitive – Result of ATI0645 Internal Review
To: Mike Griffiths <m.griffiths@vmd.gov.uk>
Mike,
Thanks - that's disappointing but not surprising.
Could you not disclose redacted documents detailing the date when Imidacloprid become first
known in the context of salmon farming to the VMD?
Don
From: Mike Griffiths <m.griffiths@vmd.gov.uk>
Date: Tue, May 5, 2020 at 1:44 PM
Subject: Official Sensitive – Result of ATI0645 Internal Review
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Dear Mr Staniford,
Your request
Thank you for your email dated 9th April 2020. You asked the Veterinary Medicines
Directorate (VMD) to carry out an internal review under the Freedom of Information Act
2000 (FOIA) of its reply dated 9th April 2020 - VMD ref: ATI0645 - in the terms set out
below:
You asked for “information on Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) including
discharges and disposals via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' since 2014.
Our reply

After careful consideration of your case, I am satisfied that the VMD acted properly in
dealing with your request in accordance with the FOIA.
First, it set out clearly that the VMD considered the information relating to any new sea lice
chemicals/treatments/medicines for use on salmon farms in Scotland is material that is still in
the course of completion and data that are incomplete.
It then gave you a legally valid reason for not providing the information, citing the exception
in regulation 12(4)(d) of the EIRs. It went on to explain that Reg 12(4)(d) relates to
unfinished documents or incomplete data: and that any application to the VMD or assessment
by the VMD would at this stage be unfinished.
It concluded that after careful consideration the public interest in withholding the information
you requested strongly outweighed that for disclosure in this case. It explained that the VMD
judged that there is a strong public interest in allowing parties the safe space to conclude their
data gathering to achieve the finalisation of the process and the establishment of a defined
data set; and that the VMD judge it is in the public interest not to hinder VMD’s ongoing
relationship with applicants in this process.
I am satisfied that this is a legally valid reason for withholding the information, that the VMD
set out it’s position clearly; and that the VMD met its obligation to be open and transparent
by setting out its case in this way.
Our Service
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. You can contact the Information
Commissioner at:
Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Yours sincerely
Mike Griffiths
Head of Business Support Division
From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2020 at 10:25 AM
Subject: Review request re. ATI0645
To: <ati@vmd.gov.uk>
Cc: <a.saunders@vmd.gov.uk>
Please consider this a formal request for a review of the VMD's FOI refusal via ATI0645.
Surely there are some documents which are available?
Surely you can redact names and make some information publicly available?

A blanket refusal is unreasonable especially in view of the public interest in this issue:
ENDS Report: "Calls for greater transparency over ‘toxic’ new fish farm product"
Letter to SEPA: Please Come Clean on Imidacloprid!
Follow the Salmoney - the Norwegian tobacco billionaire behind the Neonicotinoid
Imidacloprid
The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
Please Come Clean on BMK08!
Please therefore review your refusal and provide some documents.
At the very least please itemise the documents which have been refused.
Please provide a receipt for this review request.
Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch
From: Andrew Saunders <a.saunders@vmd.gov.uk>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2020 at 9:49 AM
Subject: Official Sensitive: Response to Freedom of Information request ATI0645
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Dear Don,
Thank you for your email below, dated 17th March 2020.
We are dealing with it under the Environmental Information Regulations (EIRs) 2004.
Your Request:
You asked for “information on Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) including
discharges and disposals via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' since 2014. Background details on
this FOI request are available online here - and attached as a PDF.’
Our Reply:
We acknowledge the background details that you attached to your request, and thank you for
them. As with similar recent requests from yourself, we consider that information relating to
any new sea lice chemicals/treatments/medicines for use on salmon farms in Scotland is
material that is still in the course of completion and data that are incomplete; and that the
exception in regulation 12(4)(d) of the EIRs applies. Reg 12(4)(d) relates to unfinished
documents or incomplete data: any application to the VMD or assessment by the VMD would
at this stage be unfinished.

We judge that there is a strong public interest in allowing parties the safe space to conclude
their data gathering to achieve the finalisation of the process and the establishment of a
defined data set. We also judge it is in the public interest not to hinder VMD’s ongoing
relationship with applicants in this process.
Information releasable to the public:
In keeping with the spirit and effect of the FOIA and the government’s Transparency
Agenda, we may place this request on GOV.UK, in due course. We will not place
information identifying you on the GOV.UK website.
Copyright:
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are free to use it
for your own purposes, including for private study and non-commercial research, and for any
other purpose authorised by an exception in current copyright law. Documents (except
photographs) can be also used in the UK without requiring permission for the purposes of
news reporting. Any other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the
permission of the copyright holder.
Most documents produced by Defra will be protected by Crown Copyright. Most Crown
copyright information can be re-used under the Open Government Licence. For information
about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright information please see The National
Archives website.
Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party. For information about obtaining
permission from a third party see the Intellectual Property Office’s website.
Our Service:
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to
make a complaint, you may request an internal review within two calendar months of the date
of this e-mail. If you would like to request an internal review please write to the VMD via
ati@vmd.gov.uk.
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can
be contacted at:
Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Many thanks
Andrew Saunders
Freedom of Information Officer

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 12:42 PM
Subject: FOI re. Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) since 2014
To: <postmaster@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk>
Cc: Sandra Russell <s.russell@vmd.gov.uk>
Please provide information on Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan/D10 Aquatic Blast) including
discharges and disposals via Benchmark's 'CleanTreat' since 2014.
Background details on this FOI request are available online here - and attached as a PDF.
Please therefore provide the information requested which may involved re-visiting previous
FOI requests.
Please consider this a formal request for information via the relevant FOI and Environmental
Information regulations.
Please provide the information electronically and/or online.
Please provide a receipt of this FOI request.
Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch

[6] Imidacloprid, according to the Material Safety Data Sheet of one of the insecticide
formulations on the market, is "highly toxic to aquatic invertebrates" and the chemical
company warns users "do not apply directly to water" and "do not contaminate water when
disposing of equipment washwaters".

Another Imidacloprid formulation warns:

A scientific paper - "Acute Toxicity of Imidacloprid on the Developmental Stages of Common
Carp Cyprinus carpio" - published in October 2019 concluded: "The results suggest that the
minimum concentration of 10 µg/L imidacloprid in the aquatic environment may have
adverse effects on the embryonic and larval stages of common carp".
A scientific paper - "Effects of insecticides, fipronil and imidacloprid, on the growth,
survival, and behavior of brown shrimp Farfantepenaeus aztecus" - published in PLOS One
in October 2019 reported: "Under imidacloprid, survivorship decreased from 100% in the
control to 33.33% in the 320.0 μg/L treatment..... We conclude that, at the corresponding g/L treatment..... We conclude that, at the corresponding
EPA benchmark concentrations, fipronil had more lethal effects than imidacloprid, and
imidacloprid had more sub-lethal effects than fipronil. Both effects are of serious concern,
and we suggest monitoring is necessary in estuaries."
Marine Environment Research reported in October 2019:

The use of Imidacloprid in aquatic environments and in aquaculture is environmentally
hazardous. North America Aquaculture reported in April 2018:

The Associated Press reported in December 2019:

Read more on the toxicity of Imidacloprid via:
"Contamination of the Aquatic Environment with Neonicotinoids and its Implication for
Ecosystems" (Frontiers in Environmental Science, November 2016)
"Effects of neonicotinoids and fipronil on non-target invertebrates" (Environ. Sci. Pollu. Res.
Int., September 2015)
[7]
From: Tonje Høy <tonje.hoy@legemiddelverket.no>
Date: Wed, Apr 29, 2020 at 3:58 PM
Subject: SV: Imidacloprid clinical trials approved by Norwegian Medicines Agency?
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Dear Mr. Staniford,
Information about clinical trials with veterinary medicinal products, performed by
pharmaceutical industry, is considered to be confidential information. According to the
Norwegian act on medicinal products §30 the NoMA is not allowed to disclose information
that is considered commercially sensitive. We can therefore not disclose whether permission
to perform clinical trials with imidacloprid has been granted.
Right of appeal
You can appeal against this decision within 3 weeks after you have received this e-mail. The
right to appeal is founded on the Public Administration Act, chapter 6 (VI).
An appeal should be sent to The Norwegian Medicines Authority. If we do not take the
appeal into account, the appeal is forwarded to the Ministry of Health and Care Services.
Your appeal can be put forward as an e-mail/letter or using the form found on
www.legemiddelverket.no. Choose the English version, and then the link “Appeal against an
Administrative decision”.
Kind regards
Tonje Høy, DVM, PhD
Scientific Director, Veterinary Medicine
Telephone: (+47) 922 80 497
www.noma.no

Fra: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Sendt: tirsdag 21. april 2020 11:00
Til: Post <post@legemiddelverket.no>
Emne: Imidacloprid clinical trials approved by Norwegian Medicines Agency?

Has the Norwegian Medicines Agency approved clinical trials of Imidacloprid for use in
salmon farming?
If so, please provide details.
More background is online via:
Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon
Takk,
Don
[8]

