Scottish Salmon Watch, 25 February 2021
Caught in the Cross-Hairs:
Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms

- FOI disclosure reveals Mowi was reported to Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit over
"unnecessary" killing of a harbour seal - a protected species - at their RSPCA Assured and
Soil Association certified 'organic' salmon farm Loch Ewe in January 2020
- Scottish Government admitted in February 2020 that Mowi's killing of the juvenile male
seal was "not something that was carried out under a marine licence and should be reported to
the police wildlife crime unit" [see photos online here and online here]

- "Upon examining the animal there was no clear pathological reason for this animal to have
been euthanized," wrote the Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme in February 2020.
"Given the protected nature of this species it is concerning from both an individual and
population basis if animals are being removed unnecessarily"

- The seal was "shot apparently on welfare grounds and under instruction from the SSPCA,
due to a 'substantial wound to the rear flipper'," stated the Scottish Marine Animal Stranding
Scheme in February 2020. "If possible could you clarify why this animal was euthanized,
who made the decision and on what basis?"
- "I know an insider at Mowi who confirms the company shoots a lot more seals than what
they report," wrote a whistleblower to Scottish Salmon Watch in October 2020 (prompting a
FOI request to the Scottish Government in December 2020). "Plenty goes unreported".
- RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms (who supply M&S and have killed the most seals since
2011 of any salmon farming companies operating in Scotland - according to data reported by
Marine Scotland) were recently reminded by Scottish Government of their legal obligations
after repeated breaches of Seal Licences in Shetland, Orkney and the West coast of Scotland
- "Marine Scotland has established that your company has acted outwith the conditions of
your Seal Licence under the above Act [Marine Scotland Act 2010 Conservation of Seals],"
stated a letter from the Scottish Government to Scottish Sea Farms dated 14 January 2021

- Mowi cited for breach of Seal Licence for failing to report the killing of a seal at their
Carradale salmon farm in Kilbrannan Sound within the 48 hour period demanded by law
- Scottish Government official concedes in April 2020 that "during this time these seal
licence misdemeanours will not be actioned"
- "Failure, without reasonable cause, to send a seal licence report is an offence under section
113(4) of the Act," wrote Marine Scotland in a letter to Mowi in May 2020. "Section 128 of
the Act states that a person guilty of an offence under section 113(4) is liable, on summary
conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or to a fine not exceeding
level 5 on the standard scale, or to both"

- "The information provided does not really demonstrate the shooting of the seal was the last
resort or support why additional seal numbers should be added to the licence," wrote the
Scottish Government in an email to Mowi in February 2020 in relation to seal killing at their
salmon farms in Carradale in Kilbrannan Sound
- "In theory, there is no reason to increase their allocation for harbour seals," wrote the Sea
Mammal Research Unit in March 2020. "However, there does seem to high predation by
seals at this site and, unless the specific seal causing the damage is removed, increasing their
allocation may have no impact on the damage to caged fish whatsoever. It does seem
surprising that seals are able to enter cages. We wonder whether their existing anti-predators
systems can be functioning properly?"
- "Going around the farm you will see the seals popping up around you and yes there was one
seal in a pen," wrote Mowi in February 2020. "We are continually having seal kill"

- "We agree that there would appear to be something amiss with The Scottish Salmon
Company anti-predator strategy," wrote the Scottish Government in January 2020. "We've
had another request from The Scottish Salmon Company to vary licence W108/2019 again.
Same scenario as last time, they have a significant seal predation problem in Loch Roag and
have shot all of the allocation (including the additional we gave in August)"
"This is the second time The Scottish Salmon Company have asked for an increase in the
numbers allocated for Loch Roag under their current licence," wrote the Sea Mammal
Research Unit. "It seems highly unusual for fish farms in one area to be targeted so heavily
by seals. In fact it is unprecedented, to our knowledge, and strongly suggested that
something must be amiss"
- Documents reveal a lack of photographs of dead seals and recovered carcasses reported to
the Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme despite a "concerted effort" in 2020
"I have never heard of a recovery [of a dead seal carcass]!" admit Scottish Government
- "I always ask for a photo of the animal when we get a report, though as you can see they
aren't particularly good at providing them," said an officer with the Scottish Marine Animal
Stranding Scheme in April 2020
- "They are supposed to make every effort to recover the seal when shot but very few seem
to," concede Scottish Government
Read more on the FOI disclosure via:
Media Backgrounder: FOI Opens Sealed Documents on Killing by Salmon Farms

Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request in December 2020 (FOI-202000118346) was prompted
by the following email from a whistleblower in October 2020:
From:
Date: Thu, Oct 8, 2020 at 5:11 PM
Subject: Seal shooting
To: dstaniford@gaaia.org <dstaniford@gaaia.org>
I know an insider at Mowi who confirms the company shoots a lot more seals than what they
report. Plenty goes unreported.
[Note that Mowi changed their name in 2019 from Marine Harvest due to what their CEO
admitted as "negative consumer perception"]

"Scottish salmon - even fish certified as 'organic' by the Soil Association and welfare-friendly
via RSPCA Assured - is stained with the blood of dead seals," said Don Staniford, Director of
Scottish Salmon Watch who won a landmark FOI victory in 2015 forcing the disclosure of
seals killed by salmon farms.

"Salmon farms have killed over 1,000 seals since 2011 with trigger-happy Mowi (Marine
Harvest), Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon Company and Loch Duart leading the
killing spree," said Staniford. "Official data published by Marine Scotland reveal that in the
first nine months of 2020 (Q4 data is not published yet) 63 seals were killed led by Norway's
Scottish Sea Farms (supplier to M&S and certified via RSPCA Assured), The Scottish
Salmon Company (owned by the Norwegian Government) and RSPCA Assured Mowi.
Dozens more seals may have been killed illegally and unreported by rogue operators."

"It is shocking to read that seal licence 'misdemeanours' are ignored by the Scottish
Government and seal carcasses are not being photographed let alone recovered for analysis,"
continued Staniford. "Despite the ban on killing seals the danger is that salmon farms will
continue to break the law with yet more seals slaughter illegally. The £5,000 reward offered
by Animal Concern is welcome but the Scottish Government and Police Scotland must stop
companies breaching wildlife laws and marksmen shooting seals without a licence. The surefire way to ensure the safety of seals is to boycott Scottish salmon."

"By turning a blind eye, the Scottish Government has effectively given salmon farmers
licence to kill," added Staniford. "Unless there is proper government enforcement and
sanctions against rogue operators the slaughter of seals will continue."

John Robins of Animal Concern said: "The information Scottish Salmon Watch have
uncovered deserves a very detailed response from both the Scottish Government and Police
Scotland. It is hard not to come to the conclusion that the Government and Police Scotland
both turned a blind eye to the illegal shooting of seals by a major salmon farm company. If
that is the case the seal killers must be prosecuted and those responsible for covering this up
must also answer for their actions."

Animal Concern is extremely worried that some salmon farmers may try to get around the
ban on shooting seals: "Salmon farmers in remote areas may simply ignore the ban and
continue shooting, knowing there are no eyewitnesses to what they are doing," said Robins
(who has campaigned for five decades to protect seals). "It should also be noted that the
Scottish Government left a huge loophole and did not completely ban seal shooting. They
will continue to issue shooting licences to organisations involved in recreational wild salmon
fishing. If salmon farmers and salmon anglers make an unholy alliance to persecute seals I,
and the American Government, would like to know about it."

Read more via:
£5,000 reward offered for information on illegal shooting of seals
Victory Sealed After 50-Year Campaign - But the Battle to Save Marine Mammals from
Salmon Farms Continues!
Scottish Salmon's Slaughter of Seals Has Not Stopped!

Photos disclosed by the Scottish Government on 1 February 2021 (via FOI202000118346):
Juvenile seal killed illegally - without a marine licence - by Mowi in Loch Ewe in January
2020 (case reported in February 2020 to Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit - FOI request
filed by Scottish Salmon Watch in February 2021 for further details):

Download PDF via #46 Photo of Mowi Loch Ewe seal killed

Download PDF via #48 Photo of Mowi Loch Ewe seal killed flipper wound

Download via #41 Photo Mowi Loch Ewe dead seal flipper

Download via #42 Photo Mowi Loch Ewe dead seal flipper close up
Scottish Salmon Watch has now filed another FOI request for further photos including seals
killed by Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon Company, Loch Duart and Grieg
Seafood. This dead harbour seal was washed up on the shore of Loch Dunvegan on the Isle
of Skye in January 2021 (Grieg Seafood operate three disease-ridden salmon farms in Loch
Dunvegan).

Further Background: The Devil in the Detail
Scottish Salmon Watch have filed a FOI request with Police Scotland to identify the names of
'nominated' marksmen (redacted by the Scottish Government) listed on Seal Licences from
Mowi, The Scottish Salmon Company, Scottish Sea Farms and Loch Duart.

Campaigners fear the ban on seal killing by salmon farms may lead to increased slaughter by
fisheries acting on behalf of salmon farming interests. Following the ban which came into
effect on 1 February 2021, Animal Concern issued a £5,000 reward for information leading to
the first successful prosecution under new legal protection for seals. John Robins of Animal
Concern said: "Most salmon farms are in remote areas and the shooting of seals was never
monitored while it was legal and I am sure it will still not be policed now it is illegal."
Read more via: "£5,000 reward offered for information on illegal shooting of seals"
In June 2020, The Ferret reported that the number of seals shot by the fish farming industry
had doubled ahead of the ban. Official figures revealed that salmon farmers killed 31 seals in
the first three months of 2020, compared to 15 in the same period in 2019.
Read more via: "Seal shooting at fish farms doubles before ban" and "Seal shooting by fish
farms to be banned to save exports to US"
Data published by the Scottish Government on 63 seals killed by salmon farms during 2020
(up to Q3) has now been made available online following Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI
request in December 2020.
Scottish Sea Farms accounted for 22 seal kills; The Scottish Salmon Company 17; Mowi 15;
Loch Duart 5; Wester Ross 2; Cooke 1 and Kames 1. Here's the full list of seals killed during

2020 (Q4 data still not published) according to official statistics published by the Scottish
Government:

Data for 2011 to 2019 is online here.

Read more via: Data Analysis - Lethal Scottish Salmon: the Norwegian-owned companies
killing seals in Scotland! (1,000+ seals slaughtered since 2011)

Download an Excel spreadsheet detailing 1,010 seals killed - as officially reported to the
Scottish Government by salmon farming companies - since 2011 online here

A letter from the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch dated 1 February 2021
explained:

The Scottish Government refused Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request for information on
seals killed illegally or unreported.

Scottish Salmon Watch have filed a new FOI with the Scottish Government requesting
information on the illegal killing and reporting of seals by salmon farming companies
including any cases reported to Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit.

Last week, the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation wrote to the Scottish Government
demanding £13 million compensation for seal attacks.

Writing in The Herald (22 February 2021), John Robins said:

Read more via Greedy Salmon Farmers Demand £13 Million Compensation for Seal Attacks!

Earlier this month (3 February 2021), The Ferret reported that the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency were turning a blind eye to salmon farmers across Scotland breaching
pollution laws.
Environmental campaigner Pete Bevington of Hillswick Wildlife Sanctuary said the new law,
which came into force on 31 January 2021, was long overdue. "We are very happy that this
legislation has been passed and we hope that it proves to be a deterrent to salmon farmers, or
anyone else for that matter, to stop shooting seals," Bevington said. "Fish farms were
supposed to have effective anti-predator nets under the seal licensing legislation and it was
disappointing that it took the threat of this law coming in for many to introduce them." "The
problem with any legislation like this is the policing of it, so if the reward from Animal
Concern helps with this we can only applaud it," continued Bevington.
Read more via: Ban on shooting seals welcomed by campaigners
The Scottish Salmon Company claimed in January 2021 that 52,000 salmon were killed on
31 December 2020 by seals at their salmon farm off Portree on the Isle of Skye. The
Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation claimed that around 530,000 Scottish farmed
salmon, worth around £13m, died due to seal attacks between May 2019 and May 2020 –
either from incurring an attack or “indirectly from stress”.
Read more via: Thousands of salmon lost in 'major' seal attack and Seals launch ‘major’
attack on Scottish fish farm, killing thousands of salmon
Scottish Salmon Watch recently filed a FOI request with the Scottish Marine Animals
Strandings Scheme for information - including photos - on seals killed by salmon farms.

Read more via:
Exposed: FOI Opens Sealed Documents on Killing by Salmon Farms
Media Backgrounder: FOI Opens Sealed Documents on Killing by Salmon Farms
Data Analysis - Lethal Scottish Salmon: the Norwegian-owned companies killing seals in
Scotland! (1,000+ seals slaughtered between 2011 and 2020)
Ban on seal shooting must be watertight

Contact:
Don Staniford (Scottish Salmon Watch): 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

John Robins (Animal Concern): 07721 605521 (info@animalconcern.org)

Notes to Editors:
[1] Mowi's Loch Ewe salmon farm is certified as 'organic' by the Soil Association and
welfare-friendly via RSPCA Assured and sold via Sainsbury's.

Read more via: "Organic Salmon Belongs in the Bin Not Your Shopping Basket!" and
"RSPCA in firing line over Marine Harvest's seal-killing spree in Scotland"
[2] Photos of seals in Loch Alsh 'Special Area of Conservation' killed by Mowi (formerly
Marine Harvest - they changed their name in 2019 due to "negative consumer perception"
despite objections from the Mowinckel family) were taken by tourist operator Nigel Smith
who also found headless corpses (one thought to have been a heavily pregnant female and the
other a juvenile):

Download image online here

Download high res image online here

Download high res image online here

Download image online here
Tourist operator Nigel Smith told BBC News in 2008: "Tourists on board my boat who saw
these decapitated seals were appalled and amazed that seals can be killed in Scotland. This
killing is damaging my business and has the potential to affect many other businesses in
coastal communities."

Download image online here
BBC News reported in 2005: "Local tour boat operator Nigel Smith said he had evidence that
seals were not being shot cleanly, with animals left to die of their wounds."
Read more via:
Headless seals may have been shot
Seal killing concern at fish farm

[3] A photo of a harbour seal with a bullet wound washed up on the shore of Loch Dunvegan
- where Grieg Seafood operates three salmon farms - was posted on Twitter in January 2021.

Note that Grieg Seafood has a Seal Licence issued by Marine Scotland to kill two grey seals
and one harbour seal from 1 February 2020 to 31 January 2021 at their salmon farms on the
Isle of Skye including Corlarach, Gob Na Hoe and Leinish in Loch Dunvegan:

Read Seal Licence in full online here
[4] Photos of five dead seals killed near salmon farms in Shetland featured in a video by
Lush and Lizzie Daly in 2018:

The Guardian reported in 2010:

The Scotsman reported in 2013:

[5] In March 2019, the Scottish Government published the following information in response
to a FOI request from Scottish Salmon Watch:

Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request cited an article published in the Shetland Times in
February 2019:

The Sunday Post also reported in February 2019:

[6] Information on the number of seals killed by salmon farms compared to wild fisheries
interests is sadly not disaggregated in the data published by the Scottish Government (data for
the years 2011 to 2019 is online here and 2020 data - still missing Q4 data - is online here).

Last week (18 February 2021), the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation published data on
the number of seals killed by salmon farms since 2014 including data for the whole of 2020
(including Q4) which is still not published by the Scottish Government:

The SSPO data more or less tallies with Scottish Salmon Watch's analysis of the Scottish
Government data which details over 1,000 seals officially reported as killed since 2011:
Data Analysis - Lethal Scottish Salmon: the Norwegian-owned companies killing seals in
Scotland! (1,000+ seals slaughtered between 2011 and 2020)

Data Analysis - Lethal Scottish Salmon: the Norwegian-owned companies killing seals
in Scotland! (1,000+ seals slaughtered between 2011 and 2020)

Summary:
Over 1,000 seals have been killed by salmon farms since 2011 according to official statistics
published online by the Scottish Government. Norwegian-owned company Scottish Sea
Farms leads the slaughter with 235 seals killed followed by Norwegian giant Mowi (known
as Marine Harvest until 2019) with 185 seals killed and The Scottish Salmon Company (the
Norwegian Government is the largest shareholder) with 182 seals killed.

Download Excel spreadsheet summarizing the data online here
Norwegian-owned Grieg Seafood (Hjaltland) has not officially reported a dead seal since
2017 and only one since 2015 (up to Q3 2020) when ITV News exposed the lethal practice of
shooting seals. Mowi killed 123 seals between 2015 and 2020 with 87 killed by Scottish Sea
Farms, 61 killed by The Scottish Salmon Company and 50 by Loch Duart.

Excel spreadsheets detailing seals killed by salmon farms in Scotland during 2020 (up to Q3 data for Q4 is expected soon) was recently published by the Scottish Government online here

Here's the 63 seals killed in 2020 by Scottish Sea Farms (22), The Scottish Salmon Company
(17), Mowi (15), Loch Duart (5), Wester Ross Fisheries (2), Cooke (1) and Kames (1) during
the first nine months of 2020 (Q4 data is not yet available):

[Note that the Northern Salmon Management Group is a coalition of salmon farming and
fisheries interests - the seals killed in Loch A Chairn Bhain are by Loch Duart and Wester
Ross Fisheries operates salmon farms in Loch Broom, Little Loch Broom and Loch Kanaird]
Data for the years 2011 to 2019 is published by the Scottish Government online here

Download a summary analysis by Scottish Salmon Watch of the 1,010 seals officially
reported as killed by salmon farms from 2011 to 2020 (data up to Q3 2020) online here
65 seals were officially killed by salmon farms in 2019 (Q4 2019 "missing" was only
published by the Scottish Government on 15 February 2021) headed by Marine Harvest
(Mowi) with 25, The Scottish Salmon Company (18), Scottish Sea Farms (13), Loch Duart
(7) and Cooke (2):

[Note re. the Northern Salmon Management Group - the seal killed at Calbha is by Loch
Duart and the seal killed by NWSMG on 25 April 2019 is presumed to be killed by fisheries
interests]

Here's the 54 seals killed in 2018 headed by Marine Harvest (Mowi) with 24 followed by
Scottish Sea Farms (11) Cooke (9), The Scottish Salmon Company (6), Loch Duart (2) and
Wester Ross Fisheries (2).

[Note re. the Northern Salmon Management Group - the seals killed at Calbha and Oldany
are by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries operates salmon farms in Loch Broom, Little
Loch Broom and Loch Kanaird]
Here's the 49 seals killed in 2017 headed by Loch Duart (15) followed by Marine
Harvest/Mowi (13), Scottish Sea Farms (12), The Scottish Salmon Company (7), Cooke (1)
and Hjaltland/Grieg Seafood (1).

[Note re. the North & North West Salmon Management Group - the seals killed at Calbha,
Badcall Bay, Outer Bay and Loch A Chain Bain are by Loch Duart and the seal killed by
NWSMG in Q1 is presumed to be killed by fisheries interests]
Here's the 65 seals killed in 2016 headed by Marine Harvest (Mowi) with 26 followed by
Scottish Sea Farms (14), Loch Duart (12), Cooke (8), The Scottish Salmon Company (2),
Wester Ross (2), and Balta Island (1).

[Note re. the North & North West Salmon Management Group - the seals killed at Loch A
Chain Bain and Loch Laxford are by Loch Duart; Wester Ross Fisheries operates salmon
farms in Loch Broom, Little Loch Broom and Loch Kanaird and the seals killed by NWSMG
in Q2 and Q3 are presumed to be killed by fisheries interests]

Here's the 70 seals killed in 2015 headed by Marine Harvest (Mowi) with 20 followed by
Scottish Sea Farms (15), The Scottish Salmon Company (11), Loch Duart (9), Balta Island
(7), Cooke (3), Kames (2), Wester Ross (2) and Thompson Bros (1).

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate
to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries]
Here's the 88 seals killed in 2014 headed by Scottish Sea Farms with 33 followed by The
Scottish Salmon Company (14), Loch Duart (13), Marine Harvest/Mowi (7), Hjaltland/Grieg
(7), Balta Island (6), Wester Ross (4), Bound Skerries (3) and Meridian (1).

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate
to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries]
Here's the 115 seals killed in 2013 headed by Scottish Sea Farms with 33 followed by
Hjaltland/Grieg (32), The Scottish Salmon Company (14), Loch Duart (13), Meridian (8),
Marine Harvest/Mowi (5), Balta Island (4), Wester Ross (3), Thompson Bros (2) and Kames
(1).

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate
to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries]

Here's the 206 seals killed in 2012 headed by Hjaltland/Grieg (50) followed by Scottish Sea
Farms (45), The Scottish Salmon Company (39), Loch Duart (20), Marine Harvest/Mowi
(16) and other companies.

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate
to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries]

Here's the 235 seals killed in 2011 headed by The Scottish Salmon Company with 54
followed by Hjaltland/Grieg (50), Scottish Sea Farms (37), Marine Harvest/Mowi (34), Loch
Duart (10) and other companies.

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the code FS/0057 is a
salmon farm operated by Wester Ross Fisheries]
Download the data as an Excel spreadsheet via 2020 to 2011 data analysed Feb 2021

Read more data analysis via: Scottish Salmon's Slaughter of Seals Has Not Stopped!

Read more on the Norwegian companies who control the majority of 'Scottish' salmon via:
Norwegian Government Asked to Divest from 'Unethical' & 'Irresponsible' Scottish Salmon!

Read more on 'Scottish Scamon' online here

Commenting on the official data detailing over 1,000 seals killed since 2011, John Robins of
Animal Concern said:
"I strongly suggest these official figures be taken with a very large pinch of sea salt. Every
year salmon farmers asked to kill x number of seals, the Government issued licences to kill a
lower number of animals and the honesty box returns from the shooters usually showed an
even lower number killed. Before licences were issued in 2011 I believe several thousands of
seals were shot by salmon farmers every year. My guesstimate, based on conversations with
fish farm workers who believed I worked within the industry, was that an average of ten seals
were killed at every salmon farm site every year. For many years that figure went
unchallenged by the industry, perhaps because it was a very conservative estimate. For the
number of seals shot to be reduced to a fraction of that as soon as the unpoliced licensing
scheme was introduced is simply unbelievable."

Read more via:
£5,000 reward offered for information on illegal shooting of seals
Victory Sealed After 50-Year Campaign - But the Battle to Save Marine Mammals from
Salmon Farms Continues!
Scottish Salmon's Slaughter of Seals Has Not Stopped!

Posted online on 25 February 2021 via:
Caught in the Cross-Hairs: Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms

