Scottish Salmon Watch, 13 February 2019
Game Ova for Scottish Salmon
- Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in Norway
- Minister left with 'egg on her face' during opening of Scottish Sea Farms hatchery
Documents obtained via Freedom of Information reveal that risks over the spread of deadly
Infectious Salmon Anaemia delayed (or cancelled altogether) a shipment of 2.5 million
salmon ova (eggs) from AquaGen in Norway to Scottish Sea Farms in November 2018 [1].

The ova were destined for a £48 million new hatchery in Oban operated by Scottish Sea
Farms (owned by the Norwegian companies SalMar and Leroy) which was officially opened
by Scotland's Minister for Public Finance and Digital Economy in November 2018.

The 51 pages of documents disclosed by the Scottish Government reveal disease fears raised
by the European Commission's Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety (DG
SANTE), UK Government, Scottish Government and Germany.

In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the
ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to
export eggs into Scotland".
Read FOI documents in full via Disease risk information related to importing salmon and
lumpsucker ova: EIR release (Scottish Government, 4 February 2019)
The sorry salmon saga is acutely embarrassing for the Scottish Government who have
allowed hundreds of millions of potentially infected ova to be imported from Norway since
the 1990s despite Norway's ban on the import of ova from Scotland due to disease risks. The
latest Scottish Government data published in October 2018 reveals that 90% of the ova laid
down to hatch on 'Scottish' salmon farms in 2017 were actually foreign (mostly from
Norway) with over 500 million ova imported since 2003 [2].
Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) is a notifiable disease which must be reported to the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and infection with genotype HPR-deleted of the genus
Isavirus (ISAV) is listed as a non-exotic disease under Annex IV, Part II of Council Directive
2006/88/EC (as amended in 2014/22/EU).
In 2009, ISA hit Norwegian-owned Grieg Seafood in Shetland and Scottish Sea Farms and in
1998-9 an ISA outbreak traced to Norwegian-owned Hydro Seafoods (re-named Scottish Sea
Farms - a subsidiary of Norskott Havbruk AS owned jointly by the Norwegian companies
Leroy and SalMar) cost the industry £100 million and led to the loss of 200 jobs [3].
Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via Freedom of Information in September 2018
revealed that 58 million ova were imported during 2017 (with at least another 38 million ova
imported in the first six months of 2018). 64 million ova were imported from Norway during
2017 and the first six months of 2018 (another 7 million ova imported for use by Scottish Sea
Farms were of unknown origin since the data was redacted) [4].
Information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government in November 2018 reveals that
AquaGen imported over 22.6 million ova in 2016 into Scottish salmon farms and hatcheries
(another 5.5 million ova could have been sourced from AquaGen but the data for Scottish Sea
Farms was redacted) [5].
In a blistering email to Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity)
in February 2018, the head of the only independent Scottish salmon egg producer (Landcatch
- owned by Hendrix Genetics) accused the Scottish Government of taking a "massive risk" by
allowing salmon eggs from Norway and Iceland to flood 'Scottish' salmon farms citing the
danger of "transfer of ISA from infected countries such as Norway". In another email in
February 2018 the Cabinet Secretary was warned that Norway's ban on ova imports from
Scotland "reeks of discriminatory trade practice".
On 6 February 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI request: "It would be particularly
embarrassing for the Scottish Government, Scottish Enterprise, Scottish Sea Farms and
AquaGen if the integrity of their "state of the art new £48m freshwater salmon hatchery" had
been compromised by the import of ISA-infected ova," stated the FOI [6].

On 7 February 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI request with the Norwegian Food
Safety Authority (Mattilsynet) [7].
"Scottish salmon is playing a deadly game of Norwegian roulette," said Don Staniford,
Director of Scottish Salmon Watch. "As a matter of precaution there should be a complete
ban on ova imports, especially from companies like AquaGen with a dubious history of
Infectious Salmon Anaemia. If the Scottish Government is so proud of 'Scottish' salmon then
why not source ova from Scotland?"

"Scottish salmon is a sham, scam and a consumer con which should be avoided like the
plague," continued Staniford. "Look under 'Scottish' salmon's kilt and a Viking helmet is
lurking underneath. Scottish salmon should be sold with a 'Made in Norway' warning label."
Video reports from Don Staniford available online here - including:

Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

FOI Disclosure - Key Documents:
The FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch on 1
February 2019 reveal:
On 7 November 2018, a Senior Fish Health Inspector in the Scottish Government told
colleagues that they were "very wary of an export happening":

On 8 November 2018, a Senior Fish Health Inspector at CEFAS referred to concerns raised
by an anonymous party (name redacted) regarding the intended export of ova from
AquaGen's Rimstad facility to a Scottish fish farm:

On 13 November 2018, a press release issued by Scottish Enterprise flagged up the Minister's
visit with Scottish Sea Farms referring to "the healthiest fish":

The Oban Times reported on 13 November 2018:

On 14 November 2018, a blog by the Scottish Government referred to the Minister's visit to
Barcaldine to "officially open Scottish Sea Farms’ new £48 million freshwater hatchery":

On 14 November 2018, the UK Government raised objections to the import of ova to a
Scottish fish farm from Norway scheduled for 21 November 2018:

On 14 November 2018, the Scottish Government stated that the shipment of imported ova
would be inspected and may be destroyed or returned to source:

On 19 November 2018, the UK Government stated that "these eggs are destined for a brand
new recirculation facility which was opened by Ministers two weeks ago":

On 19 November 2018, the Scottish Government and the Norwegian Government exchanged
emails:

Background:
In October 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that the Scottish Government had refused
to name the country and company from which Scottish Sea Farms sourced ova. Disclosure
would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests" and would "give competitors an
advantage by revealing company or industrial commercial strategy" claimed the Scottish
Government in a FOI refusal letter dated 19 September 2018.
In an email disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI in November 2018, Scottish Sea
Farms (a subsidiary of the Norwegian company Norskott Havbruk AS - owned jointly by the
Norwegian companies Leroy and SalMar) raised an objection to disclosure due "to the
confidentiality of commercial or industrial information where such confidentiality is provided
by law to protect a legitimate economic interest":

Hence information relating to the 12.5 million ova imported by Scottish Sea Farms between
January 2017 and March 2018 has been redacted:

"We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open and
transparent government," concluded the Scottish Government in their letter dated 19
September 2018. "However, there is a greater public interest in protecting the commercial
interests of companies that provide employment and contribute economically to Scotland."
Between January 2017 and March 2018, The Scottish Salmon Company imported 10.3
million ova from Iceland and Norway (including ISA-infected AquaGen):

Between January 2017 and February 2018, Cooke Aquaculture imported 7.6 million ova from
Iceland, Ireland and Norway (including ISA-infected AquaGen):

In August 2018, it was revealed that lawyers acting for Scottish Sea Farms (and The Scottish
Salmon Company) had threatened legal action to prevent the disclosure of damning photos of
disease-ridden Scottish salmon.
In September 2018, video footage of lice-infested salmon and cleaner fish at Scottish Sea
Farms' salmon farm in Loch Spelve was published by Scottish Salmon Watch.

In May 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that the Norwegian Government had banned
imports of salmon ova from Scotland citing unacceptable disease risks. In February 2018,
Norway's Ministry of Climate & Environment banned the import of Scottish salmon eggs
citing risks of disease and genetic impacts of escapes under the Norwegian Nature Diversity
Act.
In a stinging attack the head of the only independent Scottish salmon egg producer
(Landcatch - owned by Hendrix Genetics) accused the Scottish Government of taking a
"massive risk" by allowing salmon eggs from Norway and Iceland to flood 'Scottish' salmon
farms citing the danger of "transfer of ISA from infected countries such as Norway".
"This means that the Scottish salmon industry is now 100% reliant on imported eggs - both a
massive risk in the event of borders closing for disease issues (and also the transfer of ISA
from infected countries such as Norway), but also making a complete mockery of the brand
'Scottish Salmon'," stated the email to Fergus Ewing dated 12 February 2018.

"Phrases other than smart and successful come to mind" wrote Neil Manchester, Managing
Director of Hendrix Genetics (owner of Landcatch), in an email to the Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Economy & Connectivity pointing out that "the extensive R&D projects conducted
between Landcatch and the Universities of Glasgow, Stirling and Edinburgh, once lauded as
great examples of Smart Successful Scotland, will now require the involvement of
Norwegian breeding companies operating in Norway."
"Farmed salmon with partial Scottish origin increases the likelihood of a negative impact on
Norwegian wild populations above negative effects with Norwegian farmed strains," stated
the 22-page letter of refusal dated 9 February 2018 from Norway's Ministry of Climate &
Environment to Hendrix Genetics. "There is a high probability that genetic mixing between
Norwegian wild salmon and farmed salmon of partly Scottish origin will increase the loss of
genetic diversity."
In an email obtained via FOI in December 2018 from the Scottish Government, the Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity (Fergus Ewing) was warned that Norway's ban
on ova imports "reeks of discriminatory trade practice":

Information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government in November 2018 reveals that
AquaGen imported over 22.6 million ova in 2016 [3].

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch on 1
February 2019 reveal that Scottish salmon and trout farmers received ova during the
2016/2017 season from broodstock held at a ISA suspected site operated by AquaGen at
Tingvoll:

In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the
ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular Aquagen, would have any effect on their ability to
export eggs into Scotland":

Read more via:
Restrictions due to ISA suspicion also attached to AquaGens’ broodfish departments at the
Vestseøra site in Hemne municipality
ISA detected at salmon broodstock sites
Aquagen ISA outbreak: cause unknown, but damage contained
Salmon Business reported in January 2018:

Read more via:
ISA in roe could create supply bottleneck

Scottish Sea Farms is the exclusive supplier for fake brand 'Lochmuir' sold by Marks &
Spencer and certified as 'welfare friendly' by RSPCA Assured.

In 2013, The Sunday Times reported that one in four wild Atlantic salmon from Scotland was
genetically "tainted" by Norwegian fish following scientific research by Rivers & Fisheries
Trusts Scotland.

In 2013, The Sunday Times reported that "Scots fish are ‘Vikings with kilts on’".
In 2013, Marine Harvest sold their 31% stake in AquaGen with Cermaq selling their shares in
AquaGen on the same day.
In 2011, The New York Times fingered AquaGen as the likely source of the ISA outbreak in
Chile following a scientific paper published in the Archives of Virology.
Read more via:
Concerns raised over Scottish salmon roe imports
'Secret' Scottish Salmon - Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refuse to disclose
information for ova imports as it would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests"
Government 'failing to protect Scottish salmon'
Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon': Norway bans import of Scottish salmon
eggs citing disease risks & genetic impacts under the Nature Diversity Act
Imported eggs ruling 'makes a mockery of Scottish salmon'
Norway keeps ban on import of Scottish roe
Tartan imposters’ charge as fish egg imports hit 90%
Invasion of the Viking salmon
Fish farms are ‘wiping out Scotland’s wild salmon’
Escaped farmed salmon impacts
'Norwegian' genes found in wild salmon populations in Wester Ross

Notes to Editors:
[1]

Online in full via Disease risk information related to importing salmon and lumpsucker ova:
EIR release (Scottish Government, 4 February 2019)

[2] 59.2 million out of 65.7 million (90%) of the ova laid down to hatch in 2017 were foreign
ova.

p16 of the Scottish Government's 2017 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey (October 2018)
Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI in November 2018 detailed a staggering
342 million ova imported from Norway between 2003 and 2015 (out of 462 million ova
imported - i.e. Norway represented 74% of ova imports):

A paper published in the journal Aquaculture in 2016 revealed how Scottish salmon farming
has been flooded by imports of foreign ova since the early 2000s:

[3] Read more via:
Scottish Sea Farms confirms it owns ISA-infected site
Minister criticises industry over ISA
Shetland Islands to cut salmon farms as ISA spreads
ISA will put 27 Scottish fish farms out of action
Shetlanders get £3m ISA loan
New ISA Case Found in Shetland Control Zone
Fish virus detected at third farm
Second ISA case confirmed in Scotland
ISA back to haunt fish farmers
Deadly salmon infection detected
ISA disease suspected at Marine Harvest farm
The scientific issues surrounding the control of Infectious Salmon Anaemia in Scotland
ISA cost Scottish industry £100 million
ISA report published by Scottish Executive
Lethal fish infection spreads
£25.68 million loss in Scotland
ISA can wipe out farms
More ISA found
Infectious Salmon Anaemia - Diary of Disease Disaster

[4] Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via Freedom of Information in September
2018 revealed that 58 million ova were imported during 2017 (with at least another 38
million ova imported in the first six months of 2018). At least 37 million of the ova imported
during 2017 were from Norway (with 7 million ova imported for use by Scottish Sea Farms
of unknown origin since the data was redacted).
According to the FOI disclosure, at least 64 million ova were imported from Norway during
2017 and the first six months of 2018 - with the ten biggest ova imports involving Marine
Harvest:

5.5 million ova in 2017 were imported from AquaGen in Norway:

Data for a further 12.5 million ova imports destined for Scottish Sea Farms during 2017 and
the first six months of 2018 were redacted:

Download the Excel spreadsheet in full online via FOI Salmon ova imports 2017 2018 data
for release 19 Sep 2018

FOI Salmon ova
imports 2017 2018 data for release 19 Sep 2018.xlsx

[5] Information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government in November 2018 reveals
that AquaGen imported over 22.6 million ova in 2016 into Scottish salmon farms and
hatcheries:

In addition, another 5.5 million ova could have been sourced from AquaGen but this
information has been redacted:

Information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government in February 2019 included:

[6]
From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]
Sent: 06 February 2019 10:08
To: 'ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk'
Cc: 'MSP'; 'Neil.Purvis@gov.scot'; 'Helen.McGregor@gov.scot'
Subject: FOI re. Scottish Sea Farms, import of ova from Norway & disease concerns since 1
January 2016
Please provide information on Scottish Sea Farms in relation to the import of ova from
Norway and disease concerns since 1 January 2016.
Please include any emails, letters, complaints and any other correspondence and
documentation pertaining to Scottish Sea Farms in relation to the import of ova from Norway
and disease concerns since 1 January 2016.
In particular, please provide documentation pertaining to the level of knowledge the Minister
for Public Finance and Digital Economy (Kate Forbes MSP is copied in here) when officially
opening the Scottish Sea Farms hatchery at Barcaldine in November 2018.
The Oban Times reported on 13 November 2018 that the hatchery was taking delivery "next
week" of 2.5 million eggs from Norway:

How much did the Minister and the Scottish Government know about import of eggs from
Norway and the disease risks?
Have the salmon eggs now been imported, and if so, when were they imported?
Please provide documentation in relation to their import (or non-import) from Norway and/or
other source.

Information disclosed on 1 February 2019 by the Scottish Government via FOI/18/03773
suggests that the Scottish and UK authorities were well aware of the disease risks of
importing ova (eggs) from Norway and in particular the risk of Infectious Salmon Anaemia
(ISA) from AquaGen (a company identified by The New York Times as the potential source
of ISA imported from Norway to Chile - and a company formerly owned by Marine Harvest)
as early as 2017 and that Scottish salmon farmers had received ova from an ISA-infected site
during 2016/2017:

It is also clear from the information disclosed on 1 February 2019 by the Scottish
Government via FOI/18/03773 that there was a flurry of discussions in November 2018
relating to the import (or not as the case may be) of ova sourced from AquaGen in Norway:

It would be particularly embarrassing for the Scottish Government, Scottish Enterprise,
Scottish Sea Farms and AquaGen if the integrity of their "state of the art new £48m
freshwater salmon hatchery" had been compromised by the import of ISA-infected ova.

The "sustainable growth journey" touted by the Minister for Public Finance and Digital
Economy and "national success story" hailed by Kirsteen Binnie of Scottish Enterprise may
turn out to be false.
It does not augur well that Scottish Sea Farms and the Scottish Government have refused to
disclose where Scottish Sea Farms import ova. As Scottish Salmon Watch reported in
October 2018:

Including:

Based on the new information disclosed on 1 February 2019 by the Scottish Government via
FOI/18/03773, it seems that Scottish Sea Farms and the Scottish Government have a great
deal to hide. Surely the Scottish Government should be protecting wild fish from imported
infectious diseases rather than protecting the commercial interests of companies?
Lest you forget that the introduction of ISA (a notifiable disease reportable to the EU and
OIE) into Scotland in 1998-9 "cost the industry £100m and led to the loss of 200 jobs".

In summary:
Please provide information on Scottish Sea Farms in relation to the import of ova from
Norway and disease concerns since 1 January 2016.
Please include any emails, letters, complaints and any other correspondence and
documentation pertaining to Scottish Sea Farms in relation to the import of ova from Norway
and disease concerns since 1 January 2016.
In particular, please provide documentation pertaining to the level of knowledge the Minister
for Public Finance and Digital Economy (Kate Forbes MSP is copied in here) when officially
opening the Scottish Sea Farms hatchery at Barcaldine in November 2018.
How much did the Minister and the Scottish Government know about import of eggs from
Norway and the disease risks?

Have the salmon eggs now been imported, and if so, when were they imported?
Please provide documentation in relation to their import (or non-import) from Norway and/or
other source.

Please consider this a request for information under the relevant Freedom of Information and
Environmental Information Regulations including both the Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (as well
as any other new or other regulations which may be appropriate).
Please provide this information electronically via email.
Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.
Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly.

Best fishes,
Don
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch: https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
Read my blog via http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog
Please donate via https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/donate
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[7]
From: Martine Male Kolberg [mailto:Martine.Male.Kolberg@mattilsynet.no]
Sent: 12 February 2019 14:37
To: 'Don Staniford'
Subject: Preliminary response -request on information regarding imports of salmon eggs to
Scotland of February 8th 2019
Preliminary response -request for information regarding imports of salmon eggs to
Scotland of February 8th 2019

In regards to your request of February 8th 2019, we will review your request in accordance
with the rules layed down in the Freedom of Information Act (offentleglova:
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NL/lov/2006-05-19-16)
You have requested information related to an extensive number of documents.
We will need some time to evaluate your request, but will process your request as soon as
possible.
We will attend to your request as soon as possible, and preferably within the month of
February.

Best regards,
Martine Male Kolberg
Adviser
Mattilsynet / Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Head Office, Section fish health and welfare
+ 47 22 77 91 48
Postal address: Mattilsynet, Head Office, Felles postmottak, Postboks 383, 2381 Brumunddal
E mail: postmottak@mattilsynet.no
www.mattilsynet.no www.matportalen.no

Martine Male Kolberg
Mattilsynet / Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Head Office, Section fish health and welfare
+47 22 40 00 00
Postal adress: Mattilsynet, felles postmottak, postboks 383, 2381 Brumunddal
postmottak@mattilsynet.no
www.mattilsynet.no www.matportalen.no

From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]
Sent: 07 February 2019 14:36
To: 'innsynshenvendelser@mattilsynet.no'
Subject: Innsynshenvendelser re. imports of salmon eggs to Scotland (including the Rimstad
case & AquaGen)
Please consider this an official Freedom of Information request under the appropriate
regulations.
Please provide information since 1 January 2017 on the import of salmon eggs (ova) to
Scotland.
Please include any assessments of disease risks, health certificates and disease risk analysis.

Please include correspondence with the European Commission, Scottish Government, UK
Government, AquaGen, Scottish Sea Farms, Leroy, SalMar and any other parties.
As context, a FOI reply received on 1 February 2019 from the Scottish Government included:

The full FOI reply is enclosed in the next email.
Please provide this information electronically via email.
Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.
Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly.
Best fishes,
Don
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch: https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
Read my blog via http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog
Please donate via https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/donate
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