
FishyLeaks, 3 February 2023 

 

Leaked Videos Expose Welfare Nightmare of RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon  

- Mowi, Bakkafrost (The Scottish Salmon Company), Scottish Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood & 

Cooke Aquaculture (all certified via RSPCA Assured) are named & shamed  

- Legal threats by $almafia ‘killed’ media coverage in March 2021 

- CIWF lambasted for close relationship to salmon farming companies & the RSPCA 

 

A public library of X-rated videos exposing welfare abuse inside RSPCA Assured salmon farms 

and disease-ridden morts dumped across Scotland is now online via FishyLeaks after a two-year 

embargo blocking publication expired [1].  Sites operated by Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms 

(Norskott Havbruk), Bakkafrost (The Scottish Salmon Company), Grieg Seafood and Cooke 

Aquaculture – companies certified as ‘welfare friendly’ via RSPCA Assured - are outed publicly 

for the first time (when Compassion in World Farming published a summary of video footage in 

March 2021 they failed to name and shame the RSPCA or identify specific salmon farms).   
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The leaked CIWF videos feature footage shot secretly inside Scallastle Bay salmon farm 

operated by RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms (exclusive supplier to M&S) in October 2020: 

 

 

 
 

RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost (then known as The Scottish Salmon Company – they changed their 

name in June 2022) features in CIWF’s video footage shot secretly inside Quarry Point salmon 

farm in Loch Fyne, Argyll, in September 2020: 
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RSPCA Assured Grieg Seafood (bought out by Scottish Sea Farms in December 2021 and then 

partially sold to Loch Duart in December 2022) features in CIWF’s video footage shot secretly 

inside Gob na Hoe salmon farm in Loch Dunvegan on the Isle of Skye in October 2020 (Grieg 

Seafood shut down their Skye salmon farms in late 2020 due to mass mortalities): 
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Norwegian giant Mowi (owned by ‘Viking Raider’ John Fredriksen – ranked 158th on the Forbes 

Billionaires List with a fortune of $11.5 billion and ranked 18th on The Sunday Times Rich List 

2022 with a fortune of £8.3 billion) features in CIWF’s video footage shot secretly inside their 

RSPCA Assured salmon farm at Port na Cro in Shuna Sound near Oban in October 2020 (the 

Aquaculture Stewardship Council audited Port na Cro salmon farm last month): 

 

 
 

And dead farmed salmon floating on the surface of Mowi’s RSPCA Assured Loch Hourn salmon 

farm were captured via drone video footage shot by CIWF investigators in October 2020: 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/forbes/2001/0430/076.html
https://www.forbes.com/profile/john-fredriksen/?sh=6c89844e2d93
https://www.forbes.com/profile/john-fredriksen/?sh=6c89844e2d93
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/john-fredriksen-family-net-worth-sunday-times-rich-list-k8gq6r3xg
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/john-fredriksen-family-net-worth-sunday-times-rich-list-k8gq6r3xg
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC02117/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC02117/
https://vimeo.com/788004008/55f1cfe84a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XapAFJTiDQ0


RSPCA Assured Cooke Aquaculture (a company with salmon farms certified as ‘organic’ by the 

Soil Association) features in CIWF’s video footage shot secretly inside Ness of Copister salmon 

farm in Shetland in November 2020:     

 

 
 

 

The leaked CIWF video footage includes gruesome images of dead farmed salmon – certified as 

‘responsibly sourced’ via RSPCA Assured – dumped at Whiteshore Cockles in North Uist in 

October 2020 and at TWMA in Shetland in November 2020: 
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A leaked CIWF Google Drive [1] includes video footage and a photo of a diver filming at 

Mowi’s Cairidh salmon farm in Loch Ainort on the Isle of Skye in October 2020 (a site exposed 

earlier in 2020 as the source of disease-ridden and RSPCA Assured salmon spilled onto the A86 

in September 2019).   
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The leak comes in the wake of shocking video footage released before Xmas from Dale Vince at 

Ecotricity via The Daily Express (undercover investigators filmed at RSPCA Assured salmon 

farms across Scotland during 2022 with supermarkets such as Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Asda, 

Waitrose, Lidl, Aldi, Iceland, Morrisons and M&S named and shamed):  

 

 
 

Last month (16 January 2022), Animal Equality published video footage of dead farmed salmon 

– understood to be farmed by RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost at disease-ridden Meall Mhor salmon 

farm in Loch Fyne – being lifted up via a ‘mort sock’ and crane in October 2022: 

 

 
 

A damning report – “Scottish salmon farms facing boycott call as fish deaths double” – 

published in The Observer (15 January 2023) detailing 15 million dead salmon on fish farms in 

2022 was followed up by The Scotsman, The Times and Daily Record (although the real figure 

is much higher since the $almafia has refused to disclose mortality numbers since 2012 – arguing 

that disclosure would be commercially damaging). 
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In 2020, Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) hired investigators to co-ordinate filming inside 

salmon farms operated by Mowi, The Scottish Salmon Company (Bakkafrost Scotland), Scottish 

Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood and Cooke Aquaculture (companies all certified via RSPCA Assured) 

and published a short 3-minute summary of the video footage in March 2021 [2].  The CIWF 

video footage was featured in the UK media by The Ferret and The Scotsman and with press 

coverage in Italy, France, Poland and other countries such as New Zealand and Australia.   

 

 
 

Despite repeated requests CIWF has refused to publish further video footage from their extensive 

three-month long investigation with hours of unpublished filming and dozens of photos left to 

rot.  “We made some strategic decisions regarding the way we publish and talk about our 

investigation footage and therefore don’t plan to release the footage in relation to this article at 

this moment,” explained Dr Krzysztof Wojtas, CIWF’s Head of Fish Policy in May 2021.  “It’s a 

matter of a wider approach and strategy (taking to account both public-facing as well as lobbying 

and policy work) that we are taking with our final objective in mind” [3].   

 

 
 

When CIWF talked publicly in April 2021 about their undercover investigation they did so 

generically (failing to identify particular sites or publicly shame RSPCA Assured) and 

campaigned for a moratorium on salmon farming with the Scottish Government rather than 
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targeting companies or the RSPCA (CIWF only published one summary video not videos as 

suggested): 
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In July 2021, CIWF demanded Scottish Salmon Watch sign a ‘licensing agreement’ before they 

released video footage of RSPCA Assured mass mortalities dumped illegally at Whiteshore 

Cockles.  CIWF’s gagging order (which Scottish Salmon Watch refused to sign) included: 

“Agree to not use the footage to target retailers, food businesses, salmon producers, farmers or 

the RSPCA” [3].  

 

All the photos in this press release are sourced from the CIWF investigation in 2020 – high res 

images are available upon request via Don Staniford on salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com and a 

photo gallery showcasing RSPCA Assured Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Bakkafrost (The Scottish 

Salmon Company), Cooke Aquaculture and Grieg Seafood as well as the mort disposal sites 

operated by Whiteshore Cockles and TWMA has been uploaded via ‘$camon $cotland’).  
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Industry intimidation - such as a legal complaint made to The Times newspaper in May 2021 

following publication of an article showcasing video footage shot by Scottish Salmon Watch at 

Whiteshore Cockles salmon dump in North Uist [4] and a legal threat made to a ‘Scottish non-

broadcast media outlet’ which ‘killed’ an exclusive in March 2021 [5] - as well as an institutional 

drive to appease the funder of CIWF’s ‘Rethink Fish’ campaign (Open Philanthropy) via a policy 

of industry ‘engagement’ and ‘cooperation’ are believed to be behind CIWF’s reluctance to 

publish video footage and photos identifying specific RSPCA Assured salmon farms [6].    

 

“Shame on CIWF for cravenly kowtowing to the $almafia’s lawyers and burying damning video 

evidence which exposes the welfare nightmare of RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon,” said Don 

Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch).   “Instead of 

presenting Scotland’s biggest salmon farming company (Mowi) with a welfare award and 

focusing on the humane slaughter of farmed salmon, CIWF should be shining a light on lice 

infestation and unnecessary suffering inside sea cage salmon farms and freshwater hatcheries 

across Scotland.  Millions of Atlantic salmon are killed inside sea cages – 2.8 million deaths 

were reported by Salmon Scotland in September 2022 alone with 15 million reported officially 

by the Scottish Government during 2022 – with one in four sea cage farmed salmon not even 

making it to slaughter.  CIWF is turning a blind eye to endemic welfare abuse on RSPCA 

Assured salmon farms across Scotland.”   

 

 
 

“The public should know that BINGOs (Big Industrial NGOs) like CIWF are more interested in 

building close business relationships with salmon farming multinationals – and leaping into bed 

with the enemy - rather than removing this ethically bankrupt industry cage by cage,” continued 

Staniford who has covertly filmed inside salmon farms since 2018 and is currently being sued by 

Norwegian giant Mowi for secret filming.  “When CIWF campaigns for an ‘End to the Cage 

Age’ it specifically includes pigs, hens, rabbits, ducks and quail yet fails to even mention 

salmon.  Calling only for a moratorium on Scottish salmon farming – which legitimises over 

200,000 tonnes of farmed salmon production via over 200 marine salmon farms and 74 
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freshwater sites - is the kiss of death for tens of millions of RSPCA Assured salmon dying inside 

freshwater hatcheries and feedlots.  The only way to end cruelty and torture inside salmon farms 

is to close down every cage in Scotland – including ‘responsibly sourced’ Scottish salmon green-

washed by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council, Soil Association and RSPCA.  Salmon cages 

have spread around the Highlands and Islands of Scotland like a malignant cancer and must all 

be ripped out now to safeguard the health of both wild and RSPCA Assured farmed fish as well 

as a healthy tourist economy.  CIWF and RSPCA Assured should know full well that there is no 

right way to do the wrong thing.”  
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In March 2021, CIWF’s Global Director of Campaigns refused to comment on the suggestion 

that legal threats from the salmon farming industry were behind their decision not to publish 

further video footage. “Any conversations that Compassion has had with the industry remain 

confidential, and I’m sure you appreciate why,” wrote Sean Gifford (now Managing Director of 

the Humane League) in an email to Scottish Salmon Watch.  “I’d rather not talk about the 

specifics on our team’s efforts to secure a media story in the UK and push back from industry, as 

the situation is still unfolding and we don’t want the details in the public realm because doing so 

could undermine our work,” wrote CIWF’s Global Director of Campaigns (Sean Gifford) in 

another email.  “I’m simply not giving you any comment to these specific questions, so please 

instead say that Compassion had ‘no comment’.” [7] 

 

 
 

In June 2022, Norwegian salmon farming giant Mowi (the largest salmon farming company in 

Scotland and the largest in the world by far) was presented with a welfare award by CIWF [8] 

prompting criticism from campaigners.  “CIWF have now been completely cornered into doing a 

job for MOWI comms teams while at the same time providing a veneer of ostensible 

independent credibility,” wrote Corin Smith of Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots in an email to 

CIWF in August 2022.  “CWIF have been outthought, outmanoeuvred and are now out of 

credibility on salmon farming, certainly in Scotland and it would appear internationally too.  Just 

another captured greenwashing NGO à la RSPCA Assured.  I hope the cash was worth it.” [9]   
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CIWF has refused to provide an answer to the question of funding by Mowi [10]. 

 

CIWF’s Global Campaigns Manager on Fish Welfare (Sophie Peutrill, who left CIWF in late 

March 2021) explained to Scottish Salmon Watch in early March 2021 (a few weeks prior to the 

launch of the video footage summary): “We are requesting the completion of an MOU – this is 

as we are naming the producers, so to try to protect ourselves from legal challenges have needed 

to be particularly careful for the wording of the investigation and corresponding materials.  So, 

the MOU mostly refers to the use of the materials and the core messaging for the investigation – 

aiming all ‘attacks’ at the Scottish government (rather than the named producers) and demanding 

a moratorium for the growth of the industry.” [11]  

 

 
 

“It was a difficult but necessary decision to focus the pressure from this investigation around the 

government rather than producers for this launch,” explained CIWF’s Global Campaigns 

Manager on Fish Welfare (Sophie Peutrill) in an email dated 8 March 2021.  “At Compassion, 

we often don’t mention the names of farms/producers in our investigation, and are only doing so 

to make it clear that this investigation covers +96% of the industry (and it is not a few ‘bad 

eggs’).  Also, we build relationships with retailers and producers through our food business work 

to improve the lives of many animals, and so directly targeting these groups can impact our other 

strands of work.  Although we do not purposefully mention the RSPCA, they certify farms 

covered by these producers, and as a result it’ll indirectly put pressure on them to improve/better 

enforce their standards for fish.” [11] 

 

CIWF’s ‘Rethink Fish MOU for Groups’ (which Scottish Salmon Watch refused to sign) 

included: 

 

“Agree to keep the focus, target and messaging on the Scottish government, not on the salmon 

producers, farmers or the RSPCA.  For example, please only tag the Scottish government in 

social media posts and target the Scottish government in any email action when calling for them 

to halt the expansion of the industry.  Please do not attack/criticise retailers in your country, or 

campaign against the producers where footage was gathered in the investigation (Mowi, etc) by 

targeting them on social/supporter emails/etc.  This is to ensure that Compassion can build on the 
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impact of our global campaign by establishing relationships with these producers and working 

with them to improve welfare standards.” [11] 

 

“We are not making the individual farm details public because our role is to change the inherent, 

endemic, cruelty in salmon factory farming, not target individual farmers,” explained another 

CIWF document – ‘Scottish Salmon Investigation FAQ’ - marked ‘strictly confidential’ [11].  

 

Scottish Salmon Watch openly criticised CIWF’s tactics – including CIWF’s lily-livered 

moratorium message - via a blog published in March 2021: “CIWF's watered down 'moratorium' 

message lets diseased & abused Scottish salmon slip off the hook - please Rethink!” 

 

 
 

$camon $cotland has good reason to believe that legal threats by the $almafia – the European 

Commission is still investigating Norwegian-owned Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg for 

price-fixing as part of an ongoing cartel enquiry launched in 2019 – are the modus operandi of 

an industry lobby intent on silencing criticism via an menacing policy of omertà.   

 

“Everyone in the west coast is terrified to say anything about the salmon farming companies,” 

said Corin Smith in an interview with the West Highland Free Press in December 2021 (after 

The Ferret & Herald exposed how The Scottish Salmon Company had hired a private 

investigator to spy illegally on Corin Smith and a second, unnamed activist - believed to be Don 

Staniford).   
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In May 2021, the BBC caved in to a threat by the $almafia over an ‘illegal’ photo taken by 

photographer Colin McPherson for Getty Images at a RSPCA Assured salmon farm operated by 

Norwegian giant Mowi (Getty stood firm and the offending photo is still online along with other 

photos shot during secret filming at Mowi).   

 

In July 2022, a Scottish broadcaster was poised to report on welfare abuse inside RSPCA 

Assured Scottish Sea Farms (using video evidence filmed by $camon $cotland) but a threat of 

legal action is understood to have stymied the broadcast [12].   The offending video footage was 

subsequently reported by The Times in July 2022 who published a photo sourced from the secret 

filming. 

 

 
 

In September 2021, Mowi launched a legal action against Don Staniford for secret filming inside 

RSPCA Assured salmon farms.  Secret filming by Scottish Salmon Watch in July 2021 – as 

featured via The Mail on Sunday, The Times, The Ferret, Seaspiracy and France 5 – exposed 

welfare abuse and lice infestation inside Mowi’s RSPCA Assured salmon farms around the Isle 

of Shuna in Argyll.  Secret filming at Mowi’s ‘Bay of the Dead Heads’ salmon farm in July 2019 

exposed welfare abuse of ‘cleaner fish’ – with the Animal & Plant Health Agency criticising 

Mowi for breaches of the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006.  Mowi’s salmon 

farms around the Isle of Shuna near Craobh Haven – including RSPCA Assured Poll na Gille 
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which was assessed by OneKind in 2018 as the worst salmon farm in Scotland and ‘Bay of the 

Dead Heads’ - were audited on 16-20 January 2023 by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council.   

 

Every salmon farming company in Scotland – including all five companies named in CIWF’s 

investigation (Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood, Cooke Aquaculture and The Scottish 

Salmon Company/Bakkafrost) – are certified as ‘welfare friendly’ via RSPCA Assured.  “All of 

Scotland’s salmon farmers are allied to RSPCA Assured and are included in the directory apart 

from Skye farmer Organic Sea Harvest, which is certified by the Soil Association and covered by 

the Association’s own welfare standards,” reported Fish Farming Expert in October 2021 

(Organic Sea Harvest’s website now displays the RSPCA Assured logo).  100% of Scottish 

salmon farming production could therefore be certified via RSPCA Assured (who refuse to 

publish a list) although Salmon Scotland claims “around 70%” [13].   

 

 

 
 

In February 2020, The Sunday Times reported that the RSPCA raked in £513,000 from RSPCA 

Assured salmon farms in Scotland in 2019 (up from £446,481 in 2018 and £468,808 in 2017) 
[14].  CIWF’s 2020/2021 Annual Report (p68) reveals how CIWF paid £20,562 to the RSPCA in 

2020 with £40,000 paid to the RSPCA in 2019 and £20,000 to the RSPCA in 2018.   
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In October 2022, $camon $cotland wrote to the RSPCA demanding an end to the certification of 

Scottish salmon as ‘welfare friendly’ via RSPCA Assured and the ASC [15].   
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Leaked Videos Expose Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost in Loch Fyne - soon to be 

ASC-certified as 'responsible'?! 

FishyLeaks: Videos Expose Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon (as certified by RSPCA Assured)! 

Media Backgrounder: Leaked Video & Photos from Whiteshore Cockles CIWF Investigation 

‘Illegal’ dumping of dead fish in Outer Hebrides continues despite ban vow 

Tens of Millions of Scottish Farmed Fish Dying Before Slaughter Each Year: Footage released 

by Animal Equality shows buckets full of dead salmon being collected from Meall Mhor Loch 

Fyne in Scotland, in a process known as ‘lift up’ 

The Times: Number of dead salmon at Scottish fish farms rises to 15 million 

Observer: "Scottish salmon farms facing boycott call as fish deaths double" 

64% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Nevis - as sold by M&S as 

"responsibly sourced"?!! 

Uncovering Welfare Abuse on Salmon Farms - undercover filming since 2016 has lifted the lid 
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undercover footage exposing alleged 'cruelty and disease' at salmon farms across Scotland" 
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'Salmon Shame': An eye-opening video that exposes the horrors of open-net salmon farming in 

Scotland! 

Go Pro Filming Inside Salmon Farms - the Inside Story! 

Video Exclusive: Secret Filming Exposes Horrific Welfare Abuse Inside RSPCA Assured 

Scottish Salmon Farms  

Video of France 5s 'The Truth About Salmon' featuring Mowi & The Scottish Salmon Company 
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Caught on Camera - How the Go Pro Dealt the Death Blow to Salmon Farming 

Backgrounder: Secret Filming Exposes the Welfare Nightmare of Factory Fish Farming 

Video Nasties of Dead Farmed Salmon Pile Up All Over the World!  

Video Compilation of Welfare Abuse Inside Salmon & Steelhead Trout Farms in Scotland! 
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Video/Photo Exclusive: Mowi's RSPCA Assured Welfare Nightmare - complaints filed for 
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Mowi's 'Healthy' RSPCA Assured & ASC-Certified Salmon Farm at Gorsten (as featured in 
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The Go Pro Camera Never Lies (Unlike Salmon Farmers) 
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Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  
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Videos not posted online via FishyLeaks are available from Don Staniford via 

salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com  
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[2]  CIWF reported on 23 March 2021: 

 

 
 

 

CIWF reported on 23 March 2021: 
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CIWF published photos online here 
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https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/assetbox.html?_gl=1*1ttnnxl*_ga*MTA4MjAxNTExOS4xNjczMjQ2Nzk0*_ga_RMC05PGGT7*MTY3MzI0Njc5NC4xLjAuMTY3MzI0NjgwMS4wLjAuMA..


 
 

 

The Ferret reported (23 March 2021): 

 

 
 

 

A report - ‘Underwater Cages, Parasites & Dead Fish: Why a Moratorium on Scottish Salmon 

Farming Expansion is Imperative’ - published by CIWF and OneKind in March 2021 included: 

 

https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf
https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/assetbox.html?_gl=1*1ttnnxl*_ga*MTA4MjAxNTExOS4xNjczMjQ2Nzk0*_ga_RMC05PGGT7*MTY3MzI0Njc5NC4xLjAuMTY3MzI0NjgwMS4wLjAuMA..
https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/


 
 

 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf


 
 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf


 
 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf


 
 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf


 
 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7444572/ciwf_rethink-salmon_21_lr_singles_web.pdf


Fish Farming Expert reported in March 2021: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-onekind-scottish-salmon-producers-organisation/attack-on-fish-farming-wrong-and-misleading/1160272
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-onekind-scottish-salmon-producers-organisation/attack-on-fish-farming-wrong-and-misleading/1160272
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-onekind-scottish-salmon-producers-organisation/attack-on-fish-farming-wrong-and-misleading/1160272


Fish Farming Expert reported in April 2021: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-producers-organisation/salmon-sites-cleared-of-alleged-welfare-breaches/1340878
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-producers-organisation/salmon-sites-cleared-of-alleged-welfare-breaches/1340878
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-producers-organisation/salmon-sites-cleared-of-alleged-welfare-breaches/1340878


[3]  From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, May 27, 2021 at 9:48 AM 

Subject: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org>, Phil Brooke 

<phil@ciwf.org>, Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org>, Eve Massie 

<eve.massie@onekind.org>, <bob.elliot@onekind.org>, Lex Rigby <lex@viva.org.uk>, Abigail 

Penny <abigailp@animalequality.org>, Edie Bowles <edie.bowles@advocates-for-

animals.com> 

 

It seems that CIWF has gruesome video footage from Whiteshore Cockles shot in October 2020 

(way worse I think than the footage which prompted today's Times article): 

 

The Times: "Islanders raise a stink over vast salmon graveyard"  

 

Video Exposes Mass Graves of Millions of Diseased Scottish Salmon  

 

Our press release today cites the CIWF video footage online here  

 

Instead of sitting on it and allowing it to be buried, maybe it should be published?   

 

Just a thought. You might actually get some decent media coverage. 

 

The video footage CIWF and One Kind released in March 2021 is awesome but it stinks that it's 

not all being released. 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch would be only too happy to release it if you've been stymied by an 

injunction or legal threats. 

 

And Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots has some amazing video footage posted on their You Tube 

page: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWJwjW2Nf3wUXvyFZ9lPTrQ 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

 

From: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

Date: Thu, May 27, 2021 at 12:40 PM 

Subject: ODP: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, 

Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org>, Phil Brooke <phil@ciwf.org>, Eve Massie 

<eve.massie@onekind.org>, bob.elliot@onekind.org <bob.elliot@onekind.org>, Lex Rigby 

<lex@viva.org.uk>, Abigail Penny <abigailp@animalequality.org>, Edie Bowles 

<edie.bowles@advocates-for-animals.com> 

 

Hi Don, 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/the-times-islanders-raise-a-stink-over-vast-salmon-graveyard-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/video-exposes-mass-graves-of-millions-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dump-scottish-salmon-whiteshore-cockles-27-may-2021-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWJwjW2Nf3wUXvyFZ9lPTrQ


 

Thanks for your email. 

 

We made some strategic decisions regarding the way we publish and talk about our investigation 

footage and therefore don’t plan to release the footage in relation to this article at this moment. 

It’s a matter of a wider approach and strategy (taking to account both public-facing as well as 

lobbying and policy work) that we are taking with our final objective in mind. I think you had a 

conversation with Sean about it so hopefully you understand the detailed reasoning behind the 

decision. 

 

Thank you for including our video footage in your press release.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Krzysztof 

 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, May 27, 2021 at 1:05 PM 

Subject: Re: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org>, Phil Brooke 

<phil@ciwf.org>, Eve Massie <eve.massie@onekind.org>, bob.elliot@onekind.org 

<bob.elliot@onekind.org>, Lex Rigby <lex@viva.org.uk>, Abigail Penny 

<abigailp@animalequality.org>, Edie Bowles <edie.bowles@advocates-for-animals.com> 

 

Sounds like a whitewash to me. 

 

Sean didn't want to speak as he objected to going on the record. That says it all. 

 

CIWF has completely f****d up on this one. 

 

By the time you release what footage you have it will be too late to make a difference. 

 

Is your final objective to let the disease-ridden salmon farming industry slip off the hook? 

 

If so, you're doing an amazing job. 



 

It strikes me that legal action - bolstered by video evidence via undercover filming - can blow the 

welfare nightmare of salmon farming out of the water. 

 

CIWF's continued silence serves only to protect the sector from public scrutiny.  Publish or 

perish! 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

 

From: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

Date: Thu, May 27, 2021 at 3:57 PM 

Subject: ODP: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Hi Don, 

  

For clarity, Compassion did release the investigation footage from key sites that were visited--

our campaign videos and media reel footage used a selection of the strongest footage and most 

relevant parts, including the site that you speak of in your email. If you, or any other NGOs, want 

to use investigation footage from Compassion’s archive for campaigning purposes, all they need 

to do is ask and we can see what we can make happen.  

 

I appreciate that Compassion and Scottish Salmon Watch have different strategies for 

challenging the industry and that you don’t necessarily like our approach.  I do hope we can 

remain respectful allies in this field as we are all working toward the same end goal. 

  

Best wishes, 

 

Krzysztof 

 

 
  

 



From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, May 27, 2021 at 4:07 PM 

Subject: Re: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org 

 

Can you please release footage from Whiteshore Cockles? 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 

 

 

From: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

Date: Mon, May 31, 2021 at 9:22 AM 

Subject: ODP: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Hi Don, 

  

We have released the footage in our campaigns video. We have selected the most hard-hitting 

parts and used it in this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tuj3HcYEGAg. There is 

nothing more to the footage really in my opinion. 

 

If you would want to see the whole raw footage however I could try to arrange it. 

How would you intend to use it (we always sign an MOU with groups that we agree with on the 

use of footage so we would have to do that). 

  

Best wishes, 

 

Krzysztof 

 

 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, May 31, 2021 at 9:38 PM 

Subject: Re: CIWF video footage from Whiteshore Cockles 

To: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

mailto:Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tuj3HcYEGAg


 

You should get all the Whiteshore footage out publicly - it would help 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sat, Jul 3, 2021 at 6:59 PM 

Subject: Video footage from Whiteshore Cockles? 

To: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org>, Sean Gifford 

<Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org> 

 

Now would be a great time to release your video footage from Whiteshore Cockles in full! 

 

Taking the Fish - Illegal Salmon Dump Caught Taking Diseased Fish from the Mainland Despite 

'Derogation'! 

 

P&J: "Lives of Western Isles residents ‘severely hampered by rotting fish dump’"  

 

The Times: "Fish graveyard ‘severely hampers’ life for islanders, officials claim"  

 

FOI Lifts Lid on the Stench of Scottish Salmon: Government Legal Department Target Illegal 

Dumping of Diseased Salmon  

 

Tweet: 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1411278883144491018 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

From: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

Date: Mon, Jul 5, 2021 at 9:53 AM 

Subject: ODP: Video footage from Whiteshore Cockles? 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Hi Don, 

  

Thanks for the email. 

As stated before, CIWF would very happily share our raw undercover footage with campaigners 

that hope to use it to draw attention to the cause. 

  

Best wishes, 

 

Krzysztof  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/struggling-scottish-salmon-farmers-still-caught-up-in-scandal-of-illegally-dumping-diseased-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/struggling-scottish-salmon-farmers-still-caught-up-in-scandal-of-illegally-dumping-diseased-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/pj-lives-of-western-isles-residents-severely-hampered-by-rotting-fish-dump.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/the-times-fish-graveyard-severely-hampers-life-for-islanders-officials-claim-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/the-times-fish-graveyard-severely-hampers-life-for-islanders-officials-claim-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1411278883144491018


 
 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Jul 5, 2021 at 10:07 AM 

Subject: Re: Video footage from Whiteshore Cockles? 

To: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

 

Please share via We Transfer then - thanks! 

 

 

From: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

Date: Thu, Jul 8, 2021 at 8:06 AM 

Subject: ODP: Video footage from Whiteshore Cockles? 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Hi Don, 

  

Thanks for your interest in using the footage. 

Attached is Compassion’s standard licensing agreement. Please read, sign and send it back to me 

and then we’ll send you the footage links.  

  

Please can you also confirm how and when you will be using this footage. 

  

Best wishes, 

 

Krzysztof 

 



 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-mou---salmon-footage-whiteshore-july-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-mou---salmon-footage-whiteshore-july-2021.pdf


 

 
 

 

[Download proposed MOU as a PDF online here] 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Jul 8, 2021 at 8:12 AM 

Subject: Re: Video footage from Whiteshore Cockles? 

To: Dr Krzysztof Wojtas <Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org> 

 

Please publish the video footage yourselves - it would be great to see it out there publicly! 

 

 

[4]  Scottish Salmon Watch published video footage shot at Whiteshore Cockles in May 2021 – 

with a photo sourced from the video footage published  by The Times leading to a legal 

complaint by Angus MacDonald of Whiteshore Cockles: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-mou---salmon-footage-whiteshore-july-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/video-exposes-mass-graves-of-millions-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/islanders-raise-a-stink-over-vast-salmon-graveyard-v6kbxj5hz
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-mou---salmon-footage-whiteshore-july-2021.pdf


 
 

[5]  Information sourced from a journalist in March 2021. 

 

$camon $cotland gave Scottish non-broadcast media outlets (The Scotsman, The Herald, The 

National and The Daily Record) an opportunity for comment:  

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sun, Jan 29, 2023 at 7:56 PM 

Subject: Legal threats by salmon farming industry re. CIWF video footage? 

To: <scotsman.editor@scotsman.com> 

 

Neil, 

 

$camon $cotland is running a story next week on how lawyers acting for the salmon farming 

industry 'killed' an exclusive with a "Scottish non-broadcast media outlet". 

 

The exclusive was scheduled to run on 22/23 March 2021 with Compassion in World Farming - 

featuring secret video footage shot inside salmon farms in Scotland.  CIWF's press release was 

issued generally on 23 March 2021 via https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-

the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation 

 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/islanders-raise-a-stink-over-vast-salmon-graveyard-v6kbxj5hz


CIWF's video footage was featured by The Ferret on 23 March 2021: 

https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/  

 

However, the exclusive with a "Scottish non-broadcast media outlet" was apparently spiked by 

legal threats from the salmon farming industry.   

 

On 26 March 2021, The Scotsman published an Op-Ed by Philip Lymbery of CIWF which 

linked to a You Tube clip of CIWF's video footage: 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/animal-welfare-fish-are-complex-

emotional-and-intelligent-beings-and-yet-we-treat-them-so-cruelly-if-only-they-had-fur-philip-j-

lymbery-3178405 

 

Was The Scotsman the "Scottish non-broadcast media outlet" which pulled an exclusive with 

CIWF in March 2021 following legal threats by the salmon farming industry? 

 

A comment would be much appreciated by the end of tomorrow (30 January). 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford  

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

 

[6]  Open Philanthropy reported in September 2019:   

 

 

https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/animal-welfare-fish-are-complex-emotional-and-intelligent-beings-and-yet-we-treat-them-so-cruelly-if-only-they-had-fur-philip-j-lymbery-3178405
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/animal-welfare-fish-are-complex-emotional-and-intelligent-beings-and-yet-we-treat-them-so-cruelly-if-only-they-had-fur-philip-j-lymbery-3178405
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/animal-welfare-fish-are-complex-emotional-and-intelligent-beings-and-yet-we-treat-them-so-cruelly-if-only-they-had-fur-philip-j-lymbery-3178405
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages/


Open Philanthropy reported in January 2017: 

 

 

 
 

The ‘Compassion, Farmed Fish Budget, 2017’ specified ‘business engagement’,‘industry 

engagement’ and a ‘corporate engagement programme’.   

 

Open Philanthropy’s ‘Farm Animal Welfare’ program believes in “phasing out the worst factory 

farm practices”: 

 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/wp-content/uploads/Compassion-in-World-farming_Fish-Welfare_Budget_December-2017.pdf
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/focus/farm-animal-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/wp-content/uploads/Compassion-in-World-farming_Fish-Welfare_Budget_December-2017.pdf


 
 

In November 2017, Open Philanthropy gave a grant of €459,000 ($533,036) to the Aquaculture 

Stewardship Council to develop a fish welfare standard:  

 

 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/aquaculture-stewardship-council-fish-welfare-standard-development/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/aquaculture-stewardship-council-fish-welfare-standard-development/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/focus/farm-animal-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/aquaculture-stewardship-council-fish-welfare-standard-development/


In June 2021, Open Philanthropy donated $300,000 to the Norwegian Animal Protection 

Alliance “to secure corporate commitments to fish welfare improvements”: 

 

 
 

In March 2017, Open Philanthropy donated $378,000 to the Norwegian Animal Protection 

Alliance to expand its animal welfare engagement with the Norwegian fish farming industry 

including “to work cooperatively with producers and retailers”: 

 

 

 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/


In July 2021, Open Philanthropy “recommended four grants totaling £3,648,000 over three years 

($5,055,105 at the time of conversion) to Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) to support 

work on fish welfare and efforts to end the use of cages and crates for all farmed animal species 

in Europe”.   
 

 
 

 

$camon $cotland wrote to Lewis Bollard at Open Philanthropy on 22 January 2023:  

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sun, Jan 22, 2023 at 6:39 PM 

Subject: Scottish Salmon - please stop the greenwashing of welfare abuse via RSPCA Assured & 

the ASC! 

To: <info@openphilanthropy.org> 

 

FAO Lewis Bollard: 

 

$camon $cotland is interested in Open Philanthropy's 'Farm Animal Welfare' program which 

advocates "phasing out the worst factory farm practices": 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/focus/farm-animal-welfare/  

 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/focus/farm-animal-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/


In particular, $camon $cotland has been tracking Open Philanthropy's funding in September 

2019 of "grants totaling £1,759,701 over two years ($2,169,429 at the time of conversion) to 

Compassion in World Farming to support work on fish welfare and efforts to end the use of 

cages and crates for all farmed animal species in the UK and Europe": 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-

efforts-to-end-cages/ 

 

Open Philanthropy's funding in 2019 followed funding in January 2017 of "two grants totaling 

£805,000 ($1,026,253 at the time of conversion) to Compassion in World Farming (Compassion) 

to advance fish welfare in Europe..... to significantly expand its existing corporate engagement, 

research, campaigning and legislative advocacy on fish welfare in the United Kingdom and EU": 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare/ 

 

The ‘Compassion, Farmed Fish Budget, 2017’ specified ‘business engagement’,‘industry 

engagement’ and a ‘corporate engagement programme’.   

 

In July 2021, Open Philanthropy “recommended four grants totaling £3,648,000 over three years 

($5,055,105 at the time of conversion) to Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) to support 

work on fish welfare and efforts to end the use of cages and crates for all farmed animal species 

in Europe”.   

 

Does Open Philanthropy's stated aim of 'corporate engagement' explain why CIWF's undercover 

investigation inside RSPCA Assured salmon farms in Scotland in 2020 was not publicised more 

in terms of video footage? 

 

Whilst CIWF published summary video footage in March 2021 - and a photobank - it did not 

name particular sites or criticise the RSPCA (who certify all salmon farming companies in 

Scotland) and only made publicly available less than 3 minutes of video footage.   

 

CIWF’s ‘Rethink Fish MOU for Groups’ (March 2021) included: 

  

“Agree to keep the focus, target and messaging on the Scottish government, not on the salmon 

producers, farmers or the RSPCA.  For example, please only tag the Scottish government in 

social media posts and target the Scottish government in any email action when calling for them 

to halt the expansion of the industry.  Please do not attack/criticise retailers in your country, or 

campaign against the producers where footage was gathered in the investigation (Mowi, etc) by 

targeting them on social/supporter emails/etc.  This is to ensure that Compassion can build on the 

impact of our global campaign by establishing relationships with these producers and working 

with them to improve welfare standards.”  

 

“We are not making the individual farm details public because our role is to change the inherent, 

endemic, cruelty in salmon factory farming, not target individual farmers,” explained another 

CIWF document – ‘Scottish Salmon Investigation FAQ’ - marked ‘strictly confidential’.  

  

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/wp-content/uploads/Compassion-in-World-farming_Fish-Welfare_Budget_December-2017.pdf
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/compassion-in-world-farming-fish-welfare-and-efforts-to-end-cages-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkIPhDMLSKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkIPhDMLSKI
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/assetbox.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tuj3HcYEGAg
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf


Scottish Salmon Watch openly criticised CIWF’s tactics – including CIWF’s lily-livered 

moratorium message - via a blog published in March 2021: “CIWF's watered down 'moratorium' 

message lets diseased & abused Scottish salmon slip off the hook - please Rethink!” 

 

In June 2022, Compassion in World Farming's corporate engagement with Norwegian salmon 

farming giant Mowi (the largest salmon farming company in the world) resulted in the awarding 

of a fish welfare award: https://mowi.com/blog/mowi-wins-prestigious-fish-welfare-award/ and 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-impact/food-business-programme/good-farm-animal-welfare-

awards/recognition-awards/  

 

$camon Scotland also note that in November 2017 Open Philanthropy "recommended a grant of 

€459,000 ($533,036 at the time of conversion) over two years to the Aquaculture Stewardship 

Council (ASC) to develop a fish welfare standard": 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/aquaculture-stewardship-council-fish-welfare-

standard-development/ 

 

At the time of writing, there are 32 salmon farms (mostly Mowi sites) certified in Scotland as 

'responsible' via the ASC with a further 17 currently being audited - in addition to 304 salmon 

farms certified by the ASC in Norway; 126 in Chile; 21 in Canada; 17 in the Faroe Islands; 8 in 

Australia and 3 in Ireland: https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/  

 

Read more via: Greenwashing by the Deadly ASC (Abominable Salmon Council) Leaps to Over 

30 Fish Farms - with another 17 waiting to be rubber-stamped!  

 

Yet mass mortalities and welfare abuse inside salmon farms - certified via RSPCA Assured and 

the ASC - are escalating: 

Death Stalks Scottish Salmon - Rising Mortalities Plague RSPCA Assured & ASC-Certified 

Sites!  

Abominable Salmon Certification - the Aquaculture Stewardship Council is Sponsoring Serial 

Killing in Scotland! 

ASC-Certified/Audited Mass Mortalities Pile Up at Lousy Mowi & Scottish Sea Farms!  

 

Open Philanthropy has also granted money to the RSPCA (who now certify all salmon farming 

companies in Scotland via RSPCA Assured): 

https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/royal-society-for-the-prevention-of-cruelty-to-animals-

organizational-development/ 

 

In February 2020, The Sunday Times reported that the RSPCA raked in £513,000 from RSPCA 

Assured salmon farms in Scotland in 2019 (up from £446,481 in 2018 and £468,808 in 2017).  

The $almafia has well and truly captured, co-opted and corrupted the RSPCA and RSPCA 

Assured.  

 

CIWF’s 2020/2021 Annual Report (p68) reveals how CIWF paid £20,562 to the RSPCA in 2020 

with £40,000 paid to the RSPCA in 2019 and £20,000 to the RSPCA in 2018. 

 

https://theferret.scot/hidden-cost-salmon-farming-scotland/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/ciwfs-watered-down-moratorium-message-lets-diseased-abused-scottish-salmon-slip-off-the-hook-please-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/ciwfs-watered-down-moratorium-message-lets-diseased-abused-scottish-salmon-slip-off-the-hook-please-.html
https://mowi.com/blog/mowi-wins-prestigious-fish-welfare-award/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-impact/food-business-programme/good-farm-animal-welfare-awards/recognition-awards/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-impact/food-business-programme/good-farm-animal-welfare-awards/recognition-awards/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/aquaculture-stewardship-council-fish-welfare-standard-development/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/aquaculture-stewardship-council-fish-welfare-standard-development/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/greenwashing-by-the-deadly-asc-abominable-salmon-council-leaps-to-over-30-fish-farms-with-another-17.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/greenwashing-by-the-deadly-asc-abominable-salmon-council-leaps-to-over-30-fish-farms-with-another-17.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/death-stalks-scottish-salmon-rising-mortalities-plague-rspca-assured-asc-certified-sites.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/death-stalks-scottish-salmon-rising-mortalities-plague-rspca-assured-asc-certified-sites.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/abominable-salmon-certification-the-aquaculture-stewardship-council-is-sponsoring-death-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/abominable-salmon-certification-the-aquaculture-stewardship-council-is-sponsoring-death-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/asc-certified-mass-mortalities-pile-up-at-mowi-scottish-sea-farms-.html
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/royal-society-for-the-prevention-of-cruelty-to-animals-organizational-development/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/royal-society-for-the-prevention-of-cruelty-to-animals-organizational-development/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/rspca-compromised-by-cash-industry-bias.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/rspca-compromised-by-cash-industry-bias.html
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7451660/ciwf_2020-2021_annual-report-and-accounts.pdf
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/media/7442890/ciwf_annual-report-and-accounts-2020.pdf
https://assets.ciwf.org/media/7448719/ciwf-2018-19-consolidated-signed-accounts.pdf


However, far from raising welfare standards on salmon farms in Scotland the RSPCA Assured 

scheme is sponsoring welfare abuse and mass mortalities.  In October 2022, $camon $cotland 

wrote to the RSPCA demanding an end to the certification of Scottish salmon as ‘welfare 

friendly’ via RSPCA Assured and the ASC.    

 

Open Philanthropy has also funded welfare work in Norway (Norwegian-owned/controlled 

companies account for ca. 80% of salmon farming production in Scotland).  In March 2017, 

Open Philanthropy donated $378,000 to the Norwegian Animal Protection Alliance to expand its 

animal welfare engagement with the Norwegian fish farming industry including “to work 

cooperatively with producers and retailers”.  In June 2021, Open Philanthropy donated $300,000 

to the Norwegian Animal Protection Alliance “to secure corporate commitments to fish welfare 

improvements”.   

 

Yet mass mortalities, welfare abuse and infectious diseases are widespread in the salmon farming 

industry in Norway as in Scotland. Suffice to say that $camon Scotland is seriously concerned 

that Open Philanthropy is actively green-washing - or welfare-washing to be more precise - 

endemic welfare abuse inside salmon farms in Scotland (and globally).   

 

Recent video footage shot inside salmon farms across Scotland in 2022 - published by Dale 

Vince of Ecotricity in December 2022 - lifts the lid on ongoing welfare abuse: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s027Lo3hfcQ   

 

Just this week, Animal Equality published gruesome video footage of mass mortalities at a 

salmon farm in Scotland (at a company certified as 'welfare-friendly' by RSPCA Assured):  

https://animalequality.org.uk/news/millions-of-farmed-fish-die-before-slaughter-each-year/ 

 

This follows Animal Equality's shocking video footage showing welfare abuse inside a 

slaughterhouse operated by The Scottish Salmon Company (Bakkafrost): 

https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon   

 

Video footage published by Compassion in World Farming in March 2021 - sourced from 

undercover investigations in Scotland between September and November 2020 - also exposes 

welfare abuse inside salmon farms: https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-

farms-video/ 

 

FishyLeaks recently (20 January 2023) published further leaked video footage shot by CIWF 

investigators in 2020:  

FishyLeaks: Videos Expose Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon (as certified by RSPCA Assured)! 

Media Backgrounder: Leaked Video & Photos from Whiteshore Cockles CIWF Investigation 

 

The Ferret also published (16 January 2023) leaked video footage shot by CIWF investigators at 

Whiteshore Cockles (an illegal dump disposing of RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified Scottish 

salmon from Mowi, Bakkafrost and Loch Duart): The Ferret: "‘Illegal’ dumping of dead fish in 

Outer Hebrides continues despite ban vow"  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare-2021/
https://www.openphilanthropy.org/grants/dyrevernalliansen-fish-welfare-2021/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/ecotricity-dont-buy-salmon-this-christmas.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/ecotricity-dont-buy-salmon-this-christmas.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s027Lo3hfcQ
https://animalequality.org.uk/news/millions-of-farmed-fish-die-before-slaughter-each-year/
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/fishyleaks-video-footage-exposes-welfare-nightmare-of-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/leaked-video-photos-from-whiteshore-cockles-ciwf-investigation-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/the-ferret-illegal-dumping-of-dead-fish-in-outer-hebrides-continues-despite-ban-vow-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/the-ferret-illegal-dumping-of-dead-fish-in-outer-hebrides-continues-despite-ban-vow-.html


The widespread nature of welfare abuse on salmon farms has been exposed more recently in the 

latest mortality data published by the Scottish Government and salmon farming industry via 

Salmon Scotland (including 64% mortality at ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea 

Farms in Loch Nevis): 

Named & Shamed: Scotland's Most Deadly Salmon Farms in 2022 (as sponsored by RSPCA 

Assured & the ASC)!  

The Observer: "Scottish salmon farms facing boycott call as fish deaths double" 

64% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Nevis - as sold by M&S as 

"responsibly sourced"?!!   

 

The situation inside RSPCA Assured salmon farms in Scotland is clearly getting worse not 

better.  “All of Scotland’s salmon farmers are allied to RSPCA Assured and are included in the 

directory apart from Skye farmer Organic Sea Harvest, which is certified by the Soil Association 

and covered by the Association’s own welfare standards,” reported Fish Farming Expert in 

October 2021 (Organic Sea Harvest’s website now displays the RSPCA Assured logo).  

 

In view of rising mortalities and rampant welfare problems inside salmon farms across Scotland 

(and globally), why is Open Philanthropy funding the green-washing of factory farmed salmon? 

 

If Open Philanthropy was seriously interested in "phasing out the worst factory farm practices" 

then surely it should be funding video surveillance of salmon farms, direct action and legal 

remedies to close down every single salmon farm in Scotland?   

 

Even 'the best' salmon farms in Scotland (as green-washed by RSPCA Assured, the Soil 

Association and the ASC) have welfare standards so low that they are ethically and morally 

bankrupt.  Put simply, there is no right way to do the wrong thing when it comes to farming 

Atlantic salmon.     

 

Please 'end the sea cage age' by funding investigative work designed to close down salmon farms 

rather than shameless green-washing and 'corporate engagement' which rewards multinationals 

like Mowi - the Monsanto/McDonald's of the oceans - for endemic welfare abuse, unnecessary 

suffering and failure to ensure the welfare of fish.   

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

[7]   

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 29 March 2021 12:15 

To: Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Emma Rush <Emma.Rush@ciwf.org> 

Subject: Re: Meeting to discuss salmon 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/named-shamed-scotlands-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-2022-as-sponsored-by-rspca-assured-the-asc-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/named-shamed-scotlands-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-2022-as-sponsored-by-rspca-assured-the-asc-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/observer-scottish-salmon-farms-facing-boycott-call-as-fish-deaths-double.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/64-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-nevis-as-sold-by-ms-as-responsibly-sourced.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/64-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-nevis-as-sold-by-ms-as-responsibly-sourced.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/footprint-high-welfare-food-rspca-assured/scottish-salmon-included-in-rspca-push-for-caterers-to-use-high-welfare-food/1360983
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/footprint-high-welfare-food-rspca-assured/scottish-salmon-included-in-rspca-push-for-caterers-to-use-high-welfare-food/1360983
https://organicseaharvest.co.uk/about-us/organic-status.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org
mailto:Emma.Rush@ciwf.org


  

In terms of unanswered questions: 

  

Was there threatened legal action by the salmon farming lobby?  

  

Why was there zero UK media coverage? 

  

Is CIWF funded by retailers, the RSPCA Assured and salmon farming industry? 

  

2pm Thursday is good to video call. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Don 

 

 

On Monday, March 29, 2021, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> wrote: 

 

Hello Don,   

 

I’d rather not talk about the specifics on our team’s efforts to secure a media story in the UK and 

push back from industry, as the situation is still unfolding and we don’t want the details in the 

public realm because doing so could undermine our work.   

 

Many thanks,   

 

Sean

 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 29 March 2021 13:30 

To: Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Emma Rush <Emma.Rush@ciwf.org> 

Subject: Re: Meeting to discuss salmon 

  

Fair enough - but if I write a blog it's correct to say: 

  

Legal threats from Scotland's salmon lobby blocked publication of media stories featuring 

shocking video footage gathered by CIWF. 

mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org
mailto:Emma.Rush@ciwf.org


  

Lawyers representing Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon Company, Cooke and 

Grieg (the five foreign owned companies named and shamed in the video footage) took legal 

action against CIWF and OneKind. 

  

The Ferret stood alone in the UK in publishing the video footage. 

 

On Monday, March 29, 2021, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> wrote: 

Hello Don,   

The statement that you wrote there isn’t accurate and didn’t come from us, so please don’t 

publish it.  The Ferret has published the video footage in the UK, which is great, so feel free to 

write about that.   

Many thanks,  

 

Sean

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 29 March 2021 14:07 

To: Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Emma Rush <Emma.Rush@ciwf.org> 

Subject: Re: Meeting to discuss salmon  

What's inaccurate about the statement?  

Isn't it true that lawyers representing the salmon farming lobby threatened legal action? 

 

On Monday, March 29, 2021, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> wrote: 

 

Hello Don,   

 

Any conversations that Compassion has had with the industry remain confidential, and I’m sure 

you appreciate why.  

mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org
mailto:Emma.Rush@ciwf.org
mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org


 

Many thanks,  

 

Sean

 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 29 March 2021 14:23 

To: Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Emma Rush <Emma.Rush@ciwf.org> 

Subject: Re: Meeting to discuss salmon 

  

I understand but it's a legitimate subject. 

  

For the record then, is this correct? 

  

CIWF denied that legal threats had been made by lawyers representing salmon farming 

lobbyists.  

  

CIWF told Scottish Salmon Watch that discussions had taken place with the salmon farming 

industry but that they remained "confidential". 

  

Media coverage in the UK was non-existent but CIWF denied that "push back from industry" 

was behind the press blackout. 

 

 

On Monday, March 29, 2021, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org> wrote: 

Hello Don.  

That new copy that you wrote below also not correct—I’m simply not giving you any comment 

to these specific questions, so please instead say that Compassion had ‘no comment’.    

Many thanks,  

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org
mailto:Emma.Rush@ciwf.org
mailto:Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org


Sean

 

 

 

[8]  Mowi reported in June 2022: 

 
 

 

 

https://mowi.com/blog/mowi-wins-prestigious-fish-welfare-award/
https://mowi.com/blog/mowi-wins-prestigious-fish-welfare-award/


Compassion in World Farming reported in June 2022: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-impact/food-business-programme/good-farm-animal-welfare-awards/recognition-awards/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-impact/food-business-programme/good-farm-animal-welfare-awards/recognition-awards/
https://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/awards/special-recognition-awards/?_gl=1*1tux6a3*_ga*NDAzMzAyMzYyLjE2NzI5OTY1MjY.*_ga_RMC05PGGT7*MTY3MzI1Njk0My4zLjAuMTY3MzI1Njk0My4wLjAuMA..


Fish Farmer reported in June 2022: 

 

 
 

 

[9]  From: corin@wildrisecompany.com <corin@wildrisecompany.com> 

Date: Wed, Aug 24, 2022 at 9:33 AM 

Subject: Re: Awesome job CIWF! 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Phil Brooke <phil@ciwf.org>, Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org>, Dr Krzysztof Wojtas 

<Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org>, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, Dr Natasha Boyland 

<Natasha.Boyland@ciwf.org>, Eve Massie <eve.massie@onekind.org>, Bob Elliot 

<bob.elliot@onekind.org>, Edie Bowles <edie.bowles@advocates-for-animals.com>, Lex Rigby 

<lex@viva.org.uk>, Abigail Penny <abigailp@animalequality.org.uk>, Jennifer White 

<JenniferW@peta.org.uk>, Mimi Bekhechi <MimiB@peta.org.uk>, JFRobins 

<john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk>, Claire Bass cbass@hsi.org 

 

Entirely predictable.  Another NGO completely outmaneuvered by MOWI's Comms strategists.  

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/mowi-applauded-for-global-commitment-at-compassions-good-farm-animal-welfare-awards/
mailto:cbass@hsi.org
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/mowi-applauded-for-global-commitment-at-compassions-good-farm-animal-welfare-awards/


 

Firstly although the CIWF award relates to only a tiny element of a salmon's life on a salmon 

feedlot, it is presented by the MOWI Comms teams as being an award related to the entire life.  

 

Secondly, now CIWF can be used by MOWI as a shield to defend themselves 

against accusations of low welfare given that when I produce images from MOWI farms as 

shown below (which I could do any day of the year) CIWF will have to admit that either 1. They 

made an error giving MOWI an award in the first place (which they won't) or 2. That the CIWF 

policies on aquaculture practices make no difference, in fact, to the lives of farmed salmon.  

Both require the NGO to admit they either failed and lacked judgment when deciding to partner 

with MOWI or (as RSPCA Assured are also forced to do in order to protect their own reputation) 

defend the producer. Of course the third option will be to discredit investigators like myself, 

without which CIWF would have no awareness of the issue in the first place and who are closer 

to the realities of salmon feedlots than any member of CIWF.  And so CIWF have now been 

completely cornered into doing a job for MOWI comms teams while at the same time providing 

a veneer of ostensible independent credibility.  

 

CWIF have been outthought, outmanoeuvred and are now out of credibility on salmon farming, 

certainly in Scotland and it would appear internationally too. Just another captured greenwashing 

NGO a la RSPCA Assured. I hope the cash was worth it.  

 

 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Wed, Aug 24, 2022 at 7:12 AM 

Subject: Awesome job CIWF! 

To: Phil Brooke <phil@ciwf.org>, Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org>, Dr Krzysztof Wojtas 

<Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org>, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, Dr Natasha Boyland 



<Natasha.Boyland@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Corin Smith <corin@wildrisecompany.com>, Eve Massie <eve.massie@onekind.org>, Bob 

Elliot <bob.elliot@onekind.org>, Edie Bowles <edie.bowles@advocates-for-animals.com>, Lex 

Rigby <lex@viva.org.uk>, Abigail Penny <abigailp@animalequality.org.uk>, Jennifer White 

<JenniferW@peta.org.uk>, Mimi Bekhechi <MimiB@peta.org.uk>, JFRobins 

<john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk>, Claire Bass cbass@hsi.org 

 

p16 of Mowi's Q2 2022 report out today: https://ml-

eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/14559692-7415-4f20-bba8-94c30125ab8f 

 

 

See below for Mowi's Q2 2022 disaster. 

 

And read yesterday's blog detailing 56% mortality at RSPCA Assured and ASC certified Mowi 

at Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) in the Sound of Harris: 

 

56% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Mowi (but don't worry, it's certified as "farmed responsibly" 

by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council)!  

 

Watch later today for a new blog detailing more welfare problems for CIWF-approved Mowi - 

here's a photo sourced from a Scottish Government inspection report in May 2022 (taken by FHI 

inspectors at a RSPCA Assured & ASC certified Mowi salmon farm): 

 

 
 

mailto:cbass@hsi.org
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/14559692-7415-4f20-bba8-94c30125ab8f
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/14559692-7415-4f20-bba8-94c30125ab8f
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/mowis-disease-welfare-nightmare-in-loch-linnhe-again-.html


Posted later today via: https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/mowis-disease-

welfare-nightmare-in-loch-linnhe-again-.html  

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Wed, Aug 24, 2022 at 7:01 AM 

Subject: Mowi's Q2 2022 report - 32% fall in Scottish production due to disease etc 

To:  

 

See links below for Mowi's Q2 2022 presentation and report. 

 

Harvest volumes were down over 6,000 tonnes on Q1 2021 - falling from 19,162 tonnes to 

12,954 tonnes (that's a 32% fall!) 

 

 

Tweets picking out various Scottish problems via: 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562317557385797632  

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562312407422304256 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562313318332776448 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562314957240295424  

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

[10] 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Wed, Aug 24, 2022 at 10:46 AM 

Subject: Re: Awesome job CIWF! 

To: corin@wildrisecompany.com <corin@wildrisecompany.com> 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/mowis-disease-welfare-nightmare-in-loch-linnhe-again-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/mowis-disease-welfare-nightmare-in-loch-linnhe-again-.html
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562317557385797632
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562312407422304256
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562313318332776448
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1562314957240295424


Cc: Phil Brooke <phil@ciwf.org>, Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org>, Dr Krzysztof Wojtas 

<Krzysztof.Wojtas@ciwf.org>, Sean Gifford <Sean.Gifford@ciwf.org>, Dr Natasha Boyland 

<Natasha.Boyland@ciwf.org>, Eve Massie <eve.massie@onekind.org>, Bob Elliot 

<bob.elliot@onekind.org>, Edie Bowles <edie.bowles@advocates-for-animals.com>, Lex Rigby 

<lex@viva.org.uk>, Abigail Penny <abigailp@animalequality.org.uk>, Jennifer White 

<JenniferW@peta.org.uk>, Mimi Bekhechi <MimiB@peta.org.uk>, JFRobins 

<john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk>, Claire Bass <cbass@hsi.org> 

 

How much $almoney did Mowi pay to CIWF? 

 

 

 
 

 

[11]  From: Sophie Peutrill <Sophie.Peutrill@ciwf.org> 

Date: Mon, Mar 8, 2021 at 9:36 AM 

Subject: RE: Salmon campaign this month? 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Natasha Smith <Natasha.Smith@ciwf.org> 

 

Good morning Don, 

  

For the salmon investigation launch, we will be launching the footage internationally (in 

countries that import salmon), to place international pressure on the Scottish government for a 

moratorium of the growth of the industry, and to do so are partnering up with international 

NGOs to support the work in their country. We are also partnering with a few key NGOs in the 

UK for the launch, so although CIWF will be leading with the media release, selected UK 

organisations (of which I’d like to invite Scottish Salmon Watch) have the option to either co-

launch the investigation on their social media channels and emailing supporters, or spread the 

word by sharing the investigation on social channels. For either option, there’ll be a Twitterstorm 

on 24 March to participate in. 

  

If choosing the former, we are requesting the completion of an MOU – this is as we are naming 

the producers, so to try to protect ourselves from legal challenges have needed to be particularly 

careful for the wording of the investigation and corresponding materials. So, the MOU mostly 

refers to the use of the materials and the core messaging for the investigation – aiming all 

‘attacks’ at the Scottish government (rather than the named producers) and demanding a 

mailto:Sophie.Peutrill@ciwf.org
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Natasha.Smith@ciwf.org


moratorium for the growth of the industry. Of course, if you’d prefer to use different messaging, 

you can instead share the investigation on the launch day.  

  

The comms/campaigns pack for the investigation can be found below (and is password 

protected). As you are aware, please keep this pack confidential and do not share widely.  

  

Dropbox link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pqqk1ifx5hq4x8a/AAC12eiydoZnZexm1OFXSZ3pa?dl=0 

Password: ScottishSalmon2021 

  

Let me know if you’d like to jump on a call with Tash and myself to discuss any of this, as there 

is a fair amount to navigate. I’ll add the report to the pack once final designs are ready.  

  

Best, 

 

Sophie 

 
 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pqqk1ifx5hq4x8a/AAC12eiydoZnZexm1OFXSZ3pa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pqqk1ifx5hq4x8a/AAC12eiydoZnZexm1OFXSZ3pa?dl=0


CIWF’s Dropbox package included: 

 

  

CIWF’s ‘Rethink Fish MOU for Groups’ detailed: 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pqqk1ifx5hq4x8a/AAC12eiydoZnZexm1OFXSZ3pa?dl=0
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pqqk1ifx5hq4x8a/AAC12eiydoZnZexm1OFXSZ3pa?dl=0
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-fish-mou-for-groups-march-2021.pdf


Another CIWF document – ‘Salmon Investigation Briefing’ – marked “strictly confidential” 

included: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Another document – ‘Scottish Salmon Investigation’ – shared by CIWF (again marked “strictly 

confidential”) included: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-salmon-investigation-briefing.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-scottish-salmon-investigation.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-salmon-investigation-briefing.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-salmon-investigation-briefing.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-salmon-investigation-briefing.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-salmon-investigation-briefing.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-scottish-salmon-investigation.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-scottish-salmon-investigation.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-scottish-salmon-investigation.pdf


Another document – ‘Scottish Salmon Investigation FAQ’ – also marked “strictly confidential” 

included: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf


 
 

[Note that at the time of CIWF’s undercover investigation of salmon farms, Emma Slawinski 

was ‘Director of Campaigns and Communications’ at CIWF and since May 2021 has been 

‘Director of Policy, Prevention and Campaigns’ at the RSPCA] 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 08 March 2021 12:48 

To: Sophie Peutrill <Sophie.Peutrill@ciwf.org> 

Cc: Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org> 

Subject: Re: Salmon campaign this month? 

  

Firstly, the video footage is f***ing awesome and horrendous.  Bloody brilliant work and I take 

my hat off to your investigation team.  Wow.   

  

For two reasons, I cannot be publicly associated directly with your amazing work (via Scottish 

Salmon Watch and GAAIA).   

  

And we don't need to fall out about it - I am sure we can agree to disagree on them and I will 

certainly be supporting the amazing video footage via social media and generally.   

  

1) Calling for a moratorium on expansion is so weak it is embarrassing.  In my book it's like 

saying fois gras farming should not be expanded.  i.e. I will continue to call for an end of salmon 

farming as it is ethically and environmentally bankrupt.  By calling for a moratorium on 

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/emmaslawinski
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/emmaslawinski
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/emmaslawinski
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Sophie.Peutrill@ciwf.org
mailto:philip@ciwf.org
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ciwf-rethink-scottish-salmon-investigation-documents-march-2021-faq-strictly-confidential.pdf


expansion you're basically saying 200,000 tonnes per year of salmon farming production at ca. 

200 salmon farms in the sea is OK.   

  

2) Not calling out companies including supermarkets, shareholders and the RSPCA and SSPCA 

is misguided and misses the real target.  I will continue to name and shame particular 

companies.  The RSPCA endorse ca. 60-70% of salmon farming production and the SSPCA 

(chaired by the head vet at Scottish Sea Farms) condone current practices - hence they warrant 

fierce criticism.   

  

Anyway, that said the work here is superb and opens the way to secure even more video footage 

this Summer.  Congratulations to CIWF and the investigation team - 10/10.  It's just a real shame 

about the messaging associated with it!   

  

Best fishes, 

  

Don   

 

 

From: Sophie Peutrill <Sophie.Peutrill@ciwf.org> 

Date: Mon, Mar 8, 2021 at 2:48 PM 

Subject: RE: Salmon campaign this month? 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Philip Lymbery <philip@ciwf.org> 

 

Hi Don, 

  

Thanks for your kind comments, and for the feedback around messaging. I do agree that it is a 

weaker overall message, and it was a difficult but necessary decision to focus the pressure from 

this investigation around the government rather than producers for this launch.  

  

At Compassion, we often don’t mention the names of farms/producers in our investigation, and 

are only doing so to make it clear that this investigation covers +96% of the industry (and it is 

not a few ‘bad eggs’). Also, we build relationships with retailers and producers through our food 

business work to improve the lives of many animals, and so directly targeting these groups can 

impact our other strands of work. Although we do not purposefully mention the RSPCA, they 

certify farms covered by these producers, and as a result it’ll indirectly put pressure on them to 

improve/better enforce their standards for fish.  

  

Again, I do appreciate your feedback and it’s something worth continued consideration. And, of 

course, I am grateful for your insight and support to get us to this point with a powerful 

investigation that’ll raise international awareness on the horrors of salmon farming in Scotland. 

  

Best, 

 

Sophie 

mailto:Sophie.Peutrill@ciwf.org
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:philip@ciwf.org


 

 

[12]  Sourced from a broadcast journalist who stated on 10 July 2022 that “Salmon Scotland 

sounded very litigious”.   

 

[13]  RSPCA Assured refuse to publish a list of salmon farms in Scotland accredited via RSPCA 

Assured but it seems clear that all salmon farming companies – and perhaps all salmon farms in 

Scotland – are certified via RSPCA Assured: 

 

From: Hello <hello@rspcaassured.org.uk> 

Date: Fri, Oct 14, 2022 at 2:02 PM 

Subject: Re: Open Letter to the RSPCA & ASC - please stop certifying Scottish salmon as 

"responsibly farmed"! 

To: Don Staniford salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 

 

Hi Don, 

 

Thanks for getting in touch, we will take a look at your letter. 

 

As explained previously, we are unable to publish a list of all of our members but most salmon 

companies state which assurance schemes they are part of on their websites. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Emily 

 

RSPCA Assured 

 

 

 

In December 2022, Fish Farming Expert reported: “all of Scotland’s salmon farmers are now 

members of the RSPCA Assured scheme”. 

 

In April 2021, RSPCA Assured reinstated certification for Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The 

Scottish Salmon Company (since renamed Bakkafrost Scotland), Cooke Aquaculture and Grieg 

Seafood after suspending the five companies shamed in the CIWF video footage published in 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/malcolm-johnstone-rspca-assured-salmon-welfare/scottish-salmon-farming-welfare-leader-stepping-down-after-16-years/1464014
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/


March 2021.  In a statement, RSPCA Assured told Fish Farmer: “We were really shocked and 

upset by some of this footage taken last year, especially as some of the farms were reported to be 

RSPCA Assured certified. We immediately launched an investigation, as soon as we received 

details of the farms on 23 March 2021, and suspended those sites in the video that were members 

of RSPCA Assured, pending investigation. 

 

Mowi is 100% RSPCA Assured (including four Mowi salmon farms around the Isle of Shuna 

exposed as suffering from welfare abuse in July 2021).   

 

“Our Scottish operations are 100% certified against the RSPCA (Royal Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) standard,” states Mowi’s 2021 Annual Report (p55). 

 

“We are proud that all of our farms in Scotland are RSPCA Assured and are farmed responsibly 

in the pristine, strong tidal waters of the west coast of Scotland,” states Mowi via Seafood 

Scotland. 

 

“We’re regularly checked by RSPCA’s independently certified farm assurance scheme and are 

proud to meet their standards,” states Mowi. 

 

“We’re proud to farm to RSPCA welfare standards for farmed Atlantic salmon,” states Scottish 

Sea Farms (including Loch Spelve salmon farm which was suspended temporarily in May 2021 

following secret filming by Scottish Salmon Watch). 

 

“All our superior salmon are accredited by RSPCA Assured,” states Cooke Aquaculture.  

 

“Grieg Seafood Shetland is assured according to the animal welfare charity, RSPCA,” reported 

Grieg Seafood’s Annual Report 2019 (p59). 

 

“We are RSPCA certified” states Wester Ross Salmon (owned by Mowi since June 2022) 

 

“All stages & aspects of our production are covered by the RSPCA welfare standards,” states 

Kames. 

 

Loch Duart’s website displays the RSPCA Assured logo and lists RSPCA Assured as one of its 

accreditations.  Note that one of RSPCA Assured’s Field Assessors (Giada Desperati) used to 

work for Loch Duart.  Loch Duart was the first salmon farming company – in 2002 – to be 

accredited via RSPCA Assured (formerly Freedom Food). 

 

“To ensure our salmon are raised to the highest welfare standards, we also adhere to independent 

third-party accreditations, including RSPCA Assured,” stated Bakkafrost’s 2021 Sustainability 

Report published in March 2022. 
 

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-clears-mowi-of-welfare-allegations/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-clears-mowi-of-welfare-allegations/
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Mowi_Annual_Report_2021.pdf
https://www.seafoodscotland.org/at_biz_dir/marine-harvest-scotland-ltd/
https://www.seafoodscotland.org/at_biz_dir/marine-harvest-scotland-ltd/
https://mowisalmon.co.uk/about-us/
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/farmanimals/standards/salmon
https://scottishseafarms.com/our-salmon/fish-welfare/
https://scottishseafarms.com/our-salmon/fish-welfare/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/don-staniford-loch-spelve-rspca-assured/rspca-clears-mull-salmon-farm-of-welfare-breach/1316437
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/don-staniford-loch-spelve-rspca-assured/rspca-clears-mull-salmon-farm-of-welfare-breach/1316437
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/our-salmon/
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/8392ce5a-c709-4c27-9bfd-4b7530e408cd
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/8392ce5a-c709-4c27-9bfd-4b7530e408cd
https://www.wrs.co.uk/salmon
https://kames.co.uk/our-sustainability/
https://kames.co.uk/our-sustainability/
https://lochduart.com/
https://lochduart.com/accreditations/
https://lochduart.com/accreditations/
https://business.rspcaassured.org.uk/media/yyljwei3/summer-newsletter-aquaculture-members-august-2022.pdf
https://business.rspcaassured.org.uk/media/yyljwei3/summer-newsletter-aquaculture-members-august-2022.pdf
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/loch-duart-celebrate-20-years-187189/
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/loch-duart-celebrate-20-years-187189/
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3563/bf_sustainability_2021_web_220331.pdf?s=Co_S6ziIlr8GuTC8IvdiXUcV8B8
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3563/bf_sustainability_2021_web_220331.pdf?s=Co_S6ziIlr8GuTC8IvdiXUcV8B8


 
 

“Around 70 per cent of Scottish salmon are certified to the RSPCA Farm Assured scheme,” 

claims Salmon Scotland.   
 

 

RSPCA Assured’s Annual Review 2020 sees salmon ranked third after pigs and laying hens in 

the licence fee revenue: 

 

] 

 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Oct 14, 2022 at 2:39 PM 

Subject: Re: Open Letter to the RSPCA & ASC - please stop certifying Scottish salmon as 

"responsibly farmed"! 

To: Hello <hello@rspcaassured.org.uk> 

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/facts/fish-health-welfare/what-is-rspca-assured
https://business.rspcaassured.org.uk/media/ql0jxvg0/final_annualreview2020.pdf
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3563/bf_sustainability_2021_web_220331.pdf?s=Co_S6ziIlr8GuTC8IvdiXUcV8B8
https://business.rspcaassured.org.uk/media/ql0jxvg0/final_annualreview2020.pdf


 

Emily, 

 

Thanks - so if Mowi, for example, states that they as a company are RSPCA Assured does this 

mean that ALL their salmon farms are RSPCA Assured? 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported in March 2021 via: 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-

salmon/scottish-salmon-farmers-urge-auditors-to-make-surprise-site-inspections/1360930 

 

"All Scottish salmon farmers are now signed up to the RSPCA Assured accreditation scheme 

apart from Organic Sea Harvest, which adheres to organic standards through the Soil 

Association" 

 

So does that mean that all Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Cooke, The Scottish Salmon 

Company/Bakkafrost, Loch Duart, Wester Ross and Kames have all their salmon farms certified 

via RSPCA Assured? 

 

Cooke, for example, is certified via the Soil Association but not all of their salmon farms are 

certified as organic.   

 

And Mowi and Scottish Sea Farms are certified via the ASC but not all of their farms.   

 

What you seem to be suggesting is that RSPCA Assured certifies a company and by extension 

therefore certifies all of their salmon farms.  Is that correct? 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 

 

 

[RSPCA Assured did not reply to the email above] 

 

Note that Fish Farming Expert reported in October 2021: “All of Scotland’s salmon farmers are 

allied to RSPCA Assured and are included in the directory apart from Skye farmer Organic Sea 

Harvest, which is certified by the Soil Association and covered by the Association’s own welfare 

standards”] 

 

The ‘Business to Business Supplier Guide & Directory for RSPCA Assured Products’ (October 

2021’ includes: 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-salmon/scottish-salmon-farmers-urge-auditors-to-make-surprise-site-inspections/1360930
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-salmon/scottish-salmon-farmers-urge-auditors-to-make-surprise-site-inspections/1360930
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/footprint-high-welfare-food-rspca-assured/scottish-salmon-included-in-rspca-push-for-caterers-to-use-high-welfare-food/1360983
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.aquascot.com/Business-to-Business-Supplier-Guide-Directory.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.aquascot.com/Business-to-Business-Supplier-Guide-Directory.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.aquascot.com/Business-to-Business-Supplier-Guide-Directory.pdf


 
 

 

https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.aquascot.com/Business-to-Business-Supplier-Guide-Directory.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.aquascot.com/Business-to-Business-Supplier-Guide-Directory.pdf


 

As of 14 January 2023, Organic Sea Harvest displays the RSPCA Assured logo on their website: 

https://organicseaharvest.co.uk/about-us/organic-status.html  

 

 
 

 

RSPCA Assured claim not to profit from salmon farming: 

 

From: Hello <hello@rspcaassured.org.uk> 

Date: Tue, Oct 25, 2022 at 2:50 PM 

Subject: Re: Open Letter to the RSPCA & ASC - please stop certifying Scottish salmon as 

"responsibly farmed"! 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 
Dear Don,  
 
Thank you for your recent letter. 
 
We agree that there are many challenges facing salmon farming - as there are with terrestrial 
farming. Therefore we are working hard with RSPCA Assured members, the wider salmon 
industry and academics to find ways to tackle these issues, for example the challenge of 
disease and sea lice outbreaks.  
  
Some of them aren't easy to resolve but animal welfare is our absolute priority and, as an 
animal welfare charity, we are duty-bound to keep doing all we can to help improve the welfare 
of all animals, including salmon.   
  
That's why the RSPCA chose to develop around 500 standards aimed solely at improving the 
welfare of farmed salmon at every stage of their life. These standards have been a catalyst for 
change throughout the entire salmon industry, not just on RSPCA Assured certified farms. 
  
But there is still much work to be done. Whilst we don’t have answers to all of the challenges at 
present, we are continually working with the salmon industry, retailers and experts to look at 
further ways to enhance the welfare of fish and reduce the risk of sea lice infestations and 
disease. We won’t give up trying to bring about further welfare improvements. 
  
RSPCA Assured is a charity and, as explained to you previously, we do not profit from salmon 
farming. Our sole mission is to help improve farm animal welfare.  

https://organicseaharvest.co.uk/about-us/organic-status.html
https://organicseaharvest.co.uk/about-us/organic-status.html


  
You may not agree with us but we hope this helps explain why we are involved in salmon 
farming. We firmly stand by the approach we have taken, as it has helped bring about many 
significant improvements to the welfare of many millions of farmed salmon and will continue to 
do so.  
 
If we walked away from the salmon industry because of challenges like sea lice and disease, it 
could result in many millions of fish being reared to lower standards and an increase in health 
and disease problems. And, as an animal welfare charity, we will not turn our back on helping 
improve the lives of all farm animals. 
 
Kind regards 
 
RSPCA Assured 
 

 

Read more on the scam which is RSPCA Assured via: 

 

74% Mortality Reported by RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms (Supplier to M&S) in Loch 

Nevis!  

3 million Scottish Salmon Die Inside RSPCA Assured Feedlots in September?!  

Death Stalks Scottish Salmon - Rising Mortalities Plague RSPCA Assured & ASC-Certified 

Sites! 

Scottish Scamon: Piscine Reovirus, skin lesions/boils & "hanging" salmon in Loch Creran (sold 

by M&S as "responsibly sourced" & certified via RSPCA Assured)!  

RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon Infested with 50 Lice, Poxvirus, Necrosis, Lesions & 

Myocarditis!  

Salmon Hell on 'God's Island' - Mass Mortalities Pile Up (Again) at RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost 

off Isle of Gigha! 

Open Letter to the RSPCA & ASC - please stop certifying Scottish salmon as "responsibly 

farmed"! 

Named & Shamed: The Most Deadly Salmon Farms in Scotland (as greenwashed as 

"responsible" via RSPCA Assured & the ASC)! 

56% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Mowi (but don't worry, it's certified as "farmed responsibly" 

by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council)!  

Exposed: 10 Million Morts at RSPCA Assured Mowi Since 2019!  

Video Exclusive: Secret Filming Exposes Horrific Welfare Abuse Inside RSPCA Assured 

Scottish Salmon Farms 

Rest Assured - the RSPCA has been captured, co-opted & corrupted by the Salmafia 

Press Release: "Secret Filming Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured Mowi - Campaigners 

call for Mowi to be fined & RSPCA certification rescinded" 

Mowi’s RSPCA Assured Salmon - fresh from the West coast of Scotland! 

RSPCA Sponsored Welfare Abuse of Salmon Farms - A Guide to Getting Away with Mass 

Murder (Theriocide)! 

Secret Filming Exposes RSPCA ‘Abused’ Scottish Salmon - Welfare Complaint Filed Against 

M&S Supplier Scottish Sea Farms 

Letter to Secretary of State re. Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/74-mortality-reported-by-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-supplier-to-ms-in-loch-nevis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/74-mortality-reported-by-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-supplier-to-ms-in-loch-nevis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/3-million-scottish-salmon-die-inside-feedlots-in-september-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/death-stalks-scottish-salmon-rising-mortalities-plague-rspca-assured-asc-certified-sites.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/death-stalks-scottish-salmon-rising-mortalities-plague-rspca-assured-asc-certified-sites.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/piscine-reovirus-skin-lesionsboils-hanging-salmon-in-loch-creran-as-sold-by-ms-and-certified-via-rsp.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/piscine-reovirus-skin-lesionsboils-hanging-salmon-in-loch-creran-as-sold-by-ms-and-certified-via-rsp.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/loaded-scottish-salmon-infested-with-50-lice-poxvirus-necrosis-lesions-myocarditis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/loaded-scottish-salmon-infested-with-50-lice-poxvirus-necrosis-lesions-myocarditis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/gods-island-descends-into-hell-mass-mortalities-pile-up-again-at-bakkafrost-scotland-on-isle-of-gigh.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/gods-island-descends-into-hell-mass-mortalities-pile-up-again-at-bakkafrost-scotland-on-isle-of-gigh.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/05/10-million-morts-at-rspca-assured-mowi-since-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/07/video-exclusive-secret-filming-exposes-horrific-welfare-abuse-inside-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-f.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/07/video-exclusive-secret-filming-exposes-horrific-welfare-abuse-inside-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-f.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/rspca-compromised-by-cash-industry-bias.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/press-release-secret-filming-exposes-welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-mowi-campaigners-call-for-mowi-t.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/press-release-secret-filming-exposes-welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-mowi-campaigners-call-for-mowi-t.html
https://vimeo.com/576141404
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/secret-filming-exposes-rspca-abused-scottish-salmontry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/secret-filming-exposes-rspca-abused-scottish-salmontry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/letter-to-defra-re-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html


Whitewashing Welfare Abuse of Scottish Salmon (as sponsored via RSPCA, SSPCA & APHA) 

Update: Mortality Rate Over 36% At RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon! 

Mowi's 'Healthy' RSPCA Assured & ASC-Certified Salmon Farm at Gorsten (as featured in 

Seaspiracy) 

Netflix's 'Seaspiracy' Exposes Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon – As Sponsored by the RSPCA 

& Aquaculture Stewardship Council! 

Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon (Updated) 

RSPCA Suspend Salmon Farm Inspections 

Mmmm Mowi’s RSPCA Assured Salmon at Greshornish on the Isle of Skye 

RSPCA Assured Mowi Plagued by Mass Mortalities & Infectious Diseases on Skye 

Be Sure to Boycott RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon - Shocking New Photos Published of 

Mowi's North Shore Feedlot in Loch Erisort! 

Sunday Times: "RSPCA paid over £500,000 to back Scottish salmon industry"  

Sunday Times: "Scientist hits out at RSPCA for backing Scottish salmon farms"  

Press Release: "Dear RSPCA - Please Stop Certifying Scottish Salmon!"  

Letter to the RSPCA - Please Stop Certifying Scottish Salmon!  

Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon 

Private Eye: "RSPCA: Synchronised Swimming" 

Press Release: "Carry on Killing Says RSPCA" 

Infested fish farm gets RSPCA award 
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The Ferret reported in August 2018: 

 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/whitewashing-welfare-abuse-of-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-via-rspca-sspca-apha.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/update-mortality-rate-over-36-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/mowis-healthy-rspca-assured-asc-certified-salmon-farm-at-gorsten-as-featured-in-seaspiracy-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/mowis-healthy-rspca-assured-asc-certified-salmon-farm-at-gorsten-as-featured-in-seaspiracy-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/netflix-exposes-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-by-the-rspca-asc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/netflix-exposes-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-by-the-rspca-asc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-updated.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/rspca-suspend-salmon-farm-inspections.html
https://vimeo.com/441103390
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-scientist-hits-out-at-rspca-for-backing-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/press-release-dear-rspca-please-stop-certifying-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-the-rspca-please-stop-certifying-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/private-eye-rspca-syncronised-swimming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/press-release-carry-on-killing-says-rspca-.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/infested-fish-farm-gets-rspca-award-frvndpzr533
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/


The Sunday Times reported in February 2020: 

 

 
 

Read more on the RSPCA and RSPCA Assured via a ‘Subject Access Request’ from Don 

Staniford – information disclosed by RSPCA Assured in January 2023.   

 

[15]  100% of Scottish salmon farming – ca. 80% of which is controlled by Norwegian-owned 

companies and ca. 99.5% of which is controlled by foreign-owned companies – is now 

greenwashed and welfare-washed via RSPCA Assured (which certifies every salmon farming 

company in Scotland as ‘welfare friendly’), the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (which 

certifies ca. 20% of Scottish salmon farming as ‘responsible’) and the Soil Association (which 

certifies ca. 9% of Scottish salmon farming as ‘organic’).   

 

As of 22 January 2023, the ASC certifies 32 salmon farms – both freshwater and marine - in 

Scotland as ‘responsible’ (out of a total of 140 active marine salmon farms and 39 active 

freshwater farms in 2021): 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/rspca-assured-sar-reply-16-jan-2023-internal-communications.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-2.pdf
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/organic-salmon-farming-quadruples-in-a-decade-9-of-salmon-farming-now-certified-by-soil-association-.html
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2022/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2021/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2021/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2021/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2022/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2021/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2021/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2021/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rspca-paid-over-500-000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry-bqcn7gs22
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rspca-paid-over-500-000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry-bqcn7gs22
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rspca-paid-over-500-000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry-bqcn7gs22


 

https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/


 

 

 
 

Read more on ASC greenwashing via: 

Open letter to the ASC: Please cancel all certification of Mowi's toxic Scottish salmon!  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/open-letter-to-the-asc-please-cancel-all-certification-of-toxic-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01990/


Another 17 salmon farms – including 4 Mowi salmon farms (Poll na Gille, Port na Cro, Bagh 

Dail Nan Ceann and SW Shuna) near Craobh Haven – are currently undergoing an initial ASC 

audit:  

 

 

https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC02117/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC02117/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/


The Soil Association’s ‘Certificate Checker’ provides a search facility but the Soil Association 

refuse to provide a list of ‘organic’ salmon farms.  According to the Scottish Government’s ‘Fish 

Farm Production Survey 2021’ (published in October 2022) there were 12 ‘organic’ salmon 

farms in 2021 including Cooke Aquaculture’s disease-ridden Ouseness salmon farm:   

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/organic-scamon-the-soil-associations-list-of-shame-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/organic-scamon-the-soil-associations-list-of-shame-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/organic-salmon-farming-quadruples-in-a-decade-9-of-salmon-farming-now-certified-by-soil-association-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/organic-salmon-farming-quadruples-in-a-decade-9-of-salmon-farming-now-certified-by-soil-association-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/cookes-organic-scamon-exposed-by-gruesome-photos-from-orkney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/organic-salmon-farming-quadruples-in-a-decade-9-of-salmon-farming-now-certified-by-soil-association-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/cookes-organic-scamon-exposed-by-gruesome-photos-from-orkney-.html

