
The Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture, 26 February 2017 

Failing Fish Farms
- 18% rated "poor" by SEPA in 2015

 
Exclusive information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) lifts the lid on the "poor" performance of Scotland's marine salmon farms - with 
almost a fifth (18%) classified by SEPA as failing and responsible for "at least one significant
breach".  Norwegian-owned Marine Harvest, Scotland's largest salmon farming company, is 
the worst operator with 13 "failing" salmon farms in 2015 (that's 27% of the 49 marine 
salmon farms operated by Marine Harvest Scotland).  

The number of marine salmon farms assessed by SEPA as "poor" rose from 37 in 2014 to 51 
in 2015 (the worst year on record).  Failures reported in 2015 included "biomass 
exceedance", "chemical residue exceedance", "insufficient monitoring", "chemical use 
exceedance" and "unsatisfactory seabed surveys".  

In November 2016 SEPA published their  'Compliance Assessment' scheme which rated 58 
fish farms as "poor" in 2015 (an increase from 2014 when there were 42 fish farms assessed 
as "poor").  Importantly, the data did not name the operators prompting a FOI request from 
GAAIA.  

SEPA stated in a press release (10 November 2016): "Scotland’s fish-farming sector has seen 
a drop from 86% to 82% compliance over the past year, and SEPA is presently engaging with 
industry representatives to improve this."  

However, compliance for freshwater cage fish farms, tanks and hatcheries was much higher 
with 98% of freshwater cage fish farms classified as being 'Excellent' or 'Good' in 2011 and 
99% of tank farms and hatcheries classified as 'Excellent' or 'Good' in 2011 [1].

Based upon documents disclosed by SEPA in February 2017 (via F0187239 and F0187139), 
GAAIA can now reveal:

- 18% of marine cage fish farms were rated "poor" in 2015 

- 2015 is the worst year with 51 rated as "poor" (up from 37 in 2014)

http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/about/
http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/about/
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/
http://www.sepaview.com/2016/11/progress-towards-one-planet-prosperity/
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


- Marine Harvest is the worst operator followed by the Scottish Salmon Company, Scottish 
Seafarms, Cooke Aquaculture, Hjaltland Seafarms (Grieg Seafood) and Loch Duart

- The 16 worst salmon farms (who all "failed" for three years out of the five years of SEPA's 
compliance assessment) included four sites operated by Cooke Aquaculture, four by the 
Scottish Salmon Company, three by Grieg Seafood, three by Marine Harvest, one by Scottish 
Seafarms and one by Wester Ross Fisheries.  

Download the non-compliance data for 2011-2015 as an Excel spreadsheet online here  

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fish-farm-compliance-2011-2015.xlsx


The Sunday Herald reported in November 2016: 

The Ferret published the following table of "Scotland's polluting industries" with fish farms 
ranked 2nd worst:

Read more via "Exposed: the 383 plants that pollute Scotland" and "Mapped: the hundreds of
firms condemned for ‘poor’ pollution performance"

https://theferret.scot/hundreds-firms-condemned-poor-pollution/
https://theferret.scot/hundreds-firms-condemned-poor-pollution/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14884352.Exposed__the_383_plants_that_pollute_Scotland/
https://theferret.scot/hundreds-firms-condemned-poor-pollution/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14884352.Exposed__the_383_plants_that_pollute_Scotland/


According to SEPA, the number of marine cage fish farms "failing" (2011-2015) were:

2015 - 51 (51 assessed as "poor")
2014 - 37  (35 assessed as "poor"; one as "very poor" and one as "at risk")
2013 - 41 (38 assessed as "poor"; two as "very poor" and one as "at risk")
2012 - 48 (43 assessed as "poor"; three as "very poor" and one as "at risk")
2011 - 49 (49 assessed as "poor")
2010 - 42 (41 assessed as "poor"; one as "very poor")

SEPA considers a "failing" classification to be assessed as 'at risk', 'poor' or 'very poor':  

Here's an analysis by SEPA of the 37 "failing" marine fish farms in 2014: 



Here's the company distribution of the marine fish farms reported by SEPA as "failing" in 
2015:

Marine Harvest - 13
Grieg Seafood - 10 
Cooke Aquaculture - 9 
Scottish Seafarms - 9 
Scottish Salmon Company - 6 
Dawnfresh - 3 
 
The list includes:

Download the list in full as an Excel spreadsheet online here 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fish-farm-compliance-2011-2015.xlsx


Marine cage fish farms reported as "failing" by SEPA in 2015 included:

Marine Harvest - Soay Sound, West Loch Tarbert (CAR/L/1004053)

Soay Sound marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to an Unsatisfactory seabed survey. 
This resulted in SEPA imposing a 25% reduction in the site's maximum biomass. It is hoped 
that this will sufficiently reduce the impact the farm is having on the environment.

[Note a news report in The Herald: "Alert over salmon deaths crisis on Scots fish farms 
caused by infectious disease" (29 October 2016)]  

Marine Harvest - Loch Seaforth, Isle of Harris (CAR/L/1009963)

Seaforth marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to the seabed survey conducted 11/11/14 
and submitted to SEPA on 03/03/15 being classified as Unsatisfactory. SEPA is working with 
the operator to reduce the impact the farm is having on the environment.

Marine Harvest - Scotasay, East Loch Tarbert (CAR/L/1004080)

Scotasay marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to repeated exceedence of the licensed 
Azamethiphos discharge limit.  The situation arose from an administrative error which has 
now been resolved.

Marine Harvest - Grey Horse Channel (CAR/L/1025571)

Grey Horse Channel marine cage fish farm is a failing site for 2015 as a result of the seabed 
survey conducted on 04.02.15 and submitted to SEPA on 28.05.15 being classified as 
Unsatisfactory. SEPA is working with the operator to reduce the environmental impact from 
the farm.

[Read more about mortalities at Grey Horse Channel via "'Thermolicer' Back-Fires Killing 
95,400 Farmed Salmon"]

Marine Harvest - Hellisay, Sound of Hellisay, Isle of Barra (CAR/L/1095612)

Hellisay marine cage fish farm is Poor classification for 2015 as it is outwith the modelled 
location which meant the seabed survey was not accepted. Biomass and stocking density 
licence conditions were also breached. SEPA is working with the operator to improve licence 
compliance and reduce the environmental impact from the farm.

Marine Harvest - Isle of Ewe, Loch Ewe (CAR/L/1002963)

The results of the self monitoring sea bed survey submitted to SEPA in August 2015 was 
assessed by SEPA as having an unsatisfactory impact on the sea bed in the vicinity of the site.
SEPA initiated variation reduced licensed biomass by 25%.

[Read more about disease problems in Loch Ewe via "Virulent disease at Marine Harvest 
salmon farms raises concerns over potential impacts on wild fish"]

http://www.salmon-trout.org/virulent-disease-at-marine-harvest-salmon-farms-raises-concerns-over-potential-impacts-on-wild-fish/news/409
http://www.salmon-trout.org/virulent-disease-at-marine-harvest-salmon-farms-raises-concerns-over-potential-impacts-on-wild-fish/news/409
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-thermolicer-nov-2016.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-thermolicer-nov-2016.pdf
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14830799.Alert_over_salmon_deaths_crisis_on_Scots_fish_farms_caused_by_infectious_disease/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14830799.Alert_over_salmon_deaths_crisis_on_Scots_fish_farms_caused_by_infectious_disease/


Marine Harvest - Marulaig Bay, Loch Boisdale, South Uist (CAR/L/1028518)

Marulaig Bay marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to a cage edge Emamectin 
Benzoate residue failure and a breach in the stocking density licence condition. SEPA is 
working with the operator to improve licence compliance and reduce the environmental 
impact from the farm.

The Scottish Salmon Company - Kileravagh, Loch Kileravagh (CAR/L/1003068)

Kileravagh marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to an Unsatisfactory seabed survey, 
breaches of biomass and stocking density. SEPA is working with the operator to improve 
licence compliance and reduce the environmental impact from the farm.

Marine Harvest - Kingairloch, Loch A Choire (CAR/L/1003887)

Monitoring survey of insufficient quality, biomass/stocking density and slice residue 
exceedances.

The Scottish Salmon Company - Mid Strome, Loch Carron (CAR/L/1004069)

The results of the self monitoring sea bed survey submitted to SEPA in January 2016 were 
assessed by SEPA as having an unsatisfactory impact on the sea bed in the vicinity of the site.
SEPA are working with the operator to improve compliance at this site.

Marine Harvest - Outer Loch Skipport, Loch Skipport (CAR/L/1001968)

Outer Loch Skipport marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to an Unsatisfactory seabed 
survey. SEPA is working with the operator to reduce the environmental impact from the farm.

The Scottish Salmon Company - Stockinish, Loch Stockinish (CAR/L/1001853)

Stockinish marine cage fish farm is Poor for 2015 due to an Unsatisfactory seabed survey. 
SEPA is working with the operator to reduce the impact the farm is having on the 
environment.

The following salmon farms failed due to an "Unsatisfactory Benthic Survey" [2]: 



Download the Excel spreadsheet - "Fish Farm Compliance 2011-2015" - online here

Read more background on benthic pollution via:

"Fish company investigated after salmon farm pollutes Scottish loch"
"Revealed: the dirty dozen salmon farms that contaminate lochs with pesticides"
"Seabed pollution at almost two thirds of Scottish salmon farms is either ‘unsatisfactory’ or 
‘borderline’, analysis of FOI information reveals" 
"Salmon farms turn sea bed into graveyard"

Other documents obtained from SEPA included (MCFF = Marine Cage Fish Farms):

http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/public/searescue/article1121750.ece
http://www.salmon-trout.org/seabed-pollution-at-almost-two-thirds-of-scottish-salmon-farms-is-either-unsatisfactory-or-borderline-analysis-of-foi-information-reveals/news/227
http://www.salmon-trout.org/seabed-pollution-at-almost-two-thirds-of-scottish-salmon-farms-is-either-unsatisfactory-or-borderline-analysis-of-foi-information-reveals/news/227
http://www.robedwards.com/2013/05/revealed-the-dirty-dozen-salmon-farms-that-contaminate-lochs-with-pesticides.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/may/10/marine-harvest-salmon-farm-scottish-loch
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fish-farm-compliance-2011-2015.xlsx




Contact:

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (dstaniford@gaaia.org)

Notes to Editors:

[1]  Here's information obtained via F0187139 detailing Minutes of meetings with the 
Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation: 

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/
mailto:dstaniford@gaaia.org


[2]  Here's copies of various 'Unsatisfactory' monitoring reports: 



[3] Documents released by SEPA detailed significant breaches of Environmental Quality 
Standards (EQS) for residues of Emamectin benzoate in sediments.

Here's a report from Marine Harvest detailing "very high residues...causing a breach against 
the SEPA EQS":



Note that the EQS for Emamectin in sediments directly under the cage is 7.63 ug/g - in other 
words Marine Harvest breached the EQS by over three times the limit.

Here's the relevant data entry for the above via the Scotland's Aquaculture web-site:

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues_record.aspx?residues_id=47205


[4] Other documents disclosed by SEPA via F0187139 included information relating to five 
sites operated by five different companies in five areas of Scotland:

1) Grieg Seafood's salmon farm at Corlarach in Loch Dunvegan, Skye (Highland)

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/










2) Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Furnace, Loch Fyne (Argyll & Bute)







3) Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Soay Sound, Harris (Outer Hebrides)



























4)  Scottish Seafarms' salmon farm at Vidlin North (Shetland):





















5)  Cooke Aquaculture's (formerly Meridian Salmon's) salmon farm at West Fara 
(Orkney):



 











Appendix 1: FOI correspondence (documents disclosed by SEPA in February 
2017 via F0187239 and F0187139)

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/




From: Access to Information Enquiries [mailto:FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk] 
Sent: 03 February 2017 13:37
To: 'Don Staniford'
Subject: RE: Access to Information SEPA Response - [F:0187239]

Hi Don



I included a note on our previous email to advise:

We advise the information released with this response was too large to attached 
to this email. The information released has been placed on our disclosure log 
and can be found by searching for the reference number F0187239 in the link 
below

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/# 

Let me know if you have any issues accessing the information. We can look at 
issuing the response on CD.

Regards

Michael

Michael Hampton

Access to Information

From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com] 
Sent: 03 February 2017 12:54
To: Access to Information Enquiries
Subject: RE: Access to Information SEPA Response - [F:0187239]

Michael,

The letter refers to enclosed documents but there is nothing enclosed!

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/


From: FOI Helpdesk [mailto:FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk] 
Sent: 03 February 2017 12:07
To: Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
Subject: Access to Information SEPA Response - [F:0187239]

Dear Mr Staniford

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Please refer to the enclosed document in relation to your request for information.

We advise the information released with this response was too large to attached 
to this email. The information released has been placed on our disclosure log and
can be found by searching for the reference number F0187239 in the link below

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/# 

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/
mailto:Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk


Regards

Michael Hampton

SEPA Access to Information team

Email: foi@sepa.org.uk

Tel: 01786 457700

mailto:foi@sepa.org.uk


From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com] 
Sent: 07 January 2017 13:32
To: 'FOI Helpdesk'
Subject: RE: Access to Information SEPA Response - [F:0187140]

Michael,

Thanks - you ask for clarification:



In terms of "number-crunching exercises" I am asking if any collation (e.g. time-
trend analysis and company/industry ranking) has been carried out - and 
therefore be made available.   If it does not exist then it does not exist.

Re. internal memos what other documents are held by SEPA?

Please just focus on the sites ranked as "Poor" or "Very Poor".

Re. SEPA Monitoring Reports, if the request needs to be narrowed, just focus on 
Marine Harvest sites ranked as "Poor" in 2016.

I hope this helps.

Don

From: FOI Helpdesk [mailto:FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk] 
Sent: 06 January 2017 14:57
To: Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
Subject: Access to Information SEPA Response - [F:0187140]

Dear Mr Staniford

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Please refer to the enclosed documents in relation to your request for 
information.

Regards

Michael Hampton

mailto:Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk


SEPA Access to Information team

Email: foi@sepa.org.uk

Tel: 01786 457700

mailto:foi@sepa.org.uk


From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com] 
Sent: 30 November 2016 21:58
To: 'AccesstoInformation'
Subject: FOI re. fish farm compliance since 2010

Please provide information and data on fish farm compliance since 2011.

For example, a total of 58 fish farms were assessed by SEPA as "Poor" in 2015.  

These are listed via SEPA's web-site - http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/ - but 
not identified by company name and not searchable by company:

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/






Please therefore provide any Excel spreadsheets, assessments of the data, number-crunching 
exercises on fish farms, tables showing compliance, internal memos relating to the data and 
specific identification of companies relating to compliance since 2010.  

Please consider this a request for information under the relevant Freedom of 
Information and Environmental Information Regulations including both the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information 
(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (as well as any other new or other regulations which
may be appropriate).  

Please provide this information electronically.

Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.  

Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly.

Don

Don Staniford

Director, Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA): 
http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com

<((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º>¸. 
·´¯`·.¸. , . .·´¯`·.. ><((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º>

From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com] 
Sent: 30 November 2016 21:50
To: 'AccesstoInformation'
Subject: FOI re. engagement with salmon farming industry representatives to 
improve compliance

Please provide information on engagement with salmon farming industry 
representatives to improve compliance.  

http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com/


Please note that SEPA stated in a press release (10 November 2016):

"Scotland’s fish-farming sector has seen a drop from 86% to 82% compliance over the past 
year, and SEPA is presently engaging with industry representatives to improve this."

Please therefore include any correspondence, emails, letters, minutes of meetings and phone 
calls and any other information relating to "engaging with industry representatives" to 
improve compliance.  

Please note that Fish Update reported in August 2011 that SEPA would "not shy away from 
taking appropriate enforcement action" :

http://www.fishupdate.com/disappointment-at-some-fish-farms-poor-compliance-performance-in-scotland-fishupdate-com/
http://www.sepaview.com/2016/11/progress-towards-one-planet-prosperity/


Please therefore include any information relating to enforcement action and 
threatened enforcement action (e.g. warning letters) in relation to compliance.  

Please consider this a request for information under the relevant Freedom of 
Information and Environmental Information Regulations including both the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information 
(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (as well as any other new or other regulations which
may be appropriate).  

Please provide this information electronically.

Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.  

Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly.

Don

Don Staniford

Director, Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA): 



http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com

<((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º>¸. 
·´¯`·.¸. , . .·´¯`·.. ><((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º>

http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com/
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