
$camon $cotland, 9 December 2022 

 

Mowi’s “Totally Appalling Levels of Safety”  

 

 
 

- The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (Scotland's public prosecution service & 

death investigation authority) “are going to prosecute” Mowi for a fatality 

says the Maritime & Coastguard Agency in an ‘awful’ FOI disclosure  

 

Following a spate of sinkings and a fatality at salmon farms off the coast of Scotland, the UK 

Government’s Maritime & Coastguard Agency convened a meeting earlier this year to discuss 

the safety of feed barges.    

 

“Sounds a plan, we are dealing with a fatality on our MOWI farm, totally appalling levels of 

safety, COPFS are going to prosecute for us” said the MCA’s ‘Head of The Regulatory 

Compliance Investigations Team’ at the ‘Office of the Chairman & Chief Executive’ in an email 

dated 7 December 2021 (following the sinking of a feed barge off Portree on the Isle of Skye on 

26 November 2021 during Storm Arwen).   

 

[The Mowi fatality is understood to refer to Clive Hendry who was crushed to death between a 

feed barge and a workboat at Mowi’s Ardintoul salmon farm in February 2020 with a damning 

Marine Accident Investigation Branch report published in May 2021.  The Times reported in 

November 2021 how Clive Hendry’s widow Catriona Lockhart is suing Mowi over Clive’s 

death.  On ‘International Workers’ Memorial Day’ in April 2022, The Press & Journal reported 

on Catriona’s ongoing fight for justice for Clive]   

 

 
 

“We appear to have had four of these sink off Scotland in the last couple of years, with not only 

complexities surrounding the recovery of the barge itself (does/should it fall under the Wreck 
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Removal Convention?), but the recovery of pollutants, oil, debris and feed,” said the MCA’s 

Deputy to the SOSREP (Secretary of State’s Representative for Maritime Salvage & 

Intervention) in an email dated 7 December 2021.   

   

“I agree it would be useful to meet and discuss this issue a bit further,” said an unnamed MCA 

official [name & position redacted] in an email dated 7 December 2021.  “The industry has now 

really expanded the use of these barges.  As they get older combined with the sites now being 

located in more exposed locations, I suspect the problem will only get worse.”  

 

“I wasn’t aware of your case – sounds awful,” replied an unnamed MCA official [name & 

position redacted] in an email dated 7 December 2021.  “I’ll put a meeting in the diary for 

January”.   

 

$camon $cotland filed a FOI request with the MCA (8 December 2022) asking for more details 

of the January 2022 meeting.   

 

Here’s the email exchange – as disclosed via FOI yesterday (8 December 2022) by the Maritime 

& Coastguard Agency (download as a PDF online here and as as a Text file online here): 

 

From: ██████████████ 

Sent: 07 December 2021 14:26 

To: ████████████████; ██████████████ 

Cc: ████████████; ██████████████ 

Subject: RE: Fish Farm Barges 

 

Appreciate the quick responses.   

 

I wasn’t aware of your case – sounds awful. 

 

I’ll put a meeting in the diary for January. 

 

██ 

 

From: ████████████████ <████████████████@mcga.gov.uk>   

Sent: 07 December 2021 14:16  

To: ██████████████ <██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>; 

██████████████ <██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>  

Cc: ████████████ <████████████@mcga.gov.uk>; ██████████████ 

<██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>  

Subject: RE: Fish Farm Barges 

 

Sounds a plan, we are dealing with a fatality on our MOWI farm, totally appalling levels  

of safety, COPFS are going to prosecute for us. 

 

████████████████ 

██████████████████████ 
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Head of The Regulatory Compliance Investigations Team 

██████████████████ 

Office of the Chairman & Chief Executive 

████████████████@mcga.gov.uk  

  

Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

Bay 3/12 

105 Commercial Road 

Southampton 

SO15 1EG 

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas  

www.gov.uk/mca 

               

From: ██████████████ <██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>   

Sent: 07 December 2021 13:58  

To: ██████████████ <██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>; 

████████████████ <████████████████@mcga.gov.uk>  

Cc: ████████████ <████████████@mcga.gov.uk>; ██████████████ 

<██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>  

Subject: RE: Fish Farm Barges 

 

Hi ████ 

 

I agree it would be useful to meet and discuss this issue a bit further.  The industry has  

now really expanded the use of these barges.  As they get older combined with the sites  

now being located in more exposed locations, I suspect the problem will only get worse. 

 

Happy to join. 

 

Kind regards 

██████ 

 

From: ██████████████ <██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>   

Sent: 07 December 2021 13:23  

To: ██████████████ <██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>; 

████████████████ <████████████████@mcga.gov.uk>  

Cc: ████████████ <████████████@mcga.gov.uk>; ██████████████ 

<██████████████@mcga.gov.uk>  

Subject: Fish Farm Barges 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

Hope you are both well. 

 

I wondered if either / both of you would be free in the new year for a chat to discuss fish  

farm barges.   



 

We appear to have had four of these sink off Scotland in the last couple of years, with  

not only complexities surrounding the recovery of the barge itself (does / should it fall  

under the Wreck Removal Convention?), but the recovery of pollutants, oil, debris and  

feed.   

 

Fraser you may recall we exchanged some emails on this during the first incident  

involving these barges and I think (if memory serves me correctly), once the barge has  

been ‘installed’ in its place, then it doesn’t fall under the definition of a vessel? However,  

I believe they do fall under MARPOL?  

 

As we have had four of these now, I would just like to check with yourselves if this is  

something we should look into further, or not as the case may be. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

████ 

  

 ██████████████, Deputy to the SOSREP  

 Direct: ████████████ 

 Mobile: ████████████ 

 Email: ██████████████@mcga.gov.uk 

 

 

Last month (18 November 2022), $camon $cotland wrote to Scottish Ministers raising the issue 

of feed barge safety – including flagging up the death of Clive Hendry at the hands of Mowi.   
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The Marine Accident Investigation Branch’s damning report on Mowi published in May 2021 is 

available to read in full online here 

 

 
 

 
 

Read more via: 

Death of Mowi Worker Clive Hendry Makes International Waves on Memorial Day 

The Times: "Woman suing fish farm after partner was crushed" 

Mowi Legal Battle Vs Widow of Dead Worker Clive Hendry Looms in Scotttish Court of 

Session!  

Video Shows Mowi Acting Recklessly & Dangerously - a licence to kill? 

Mowi has blood on its hands over horrific death of Clive Hendry - how much will Mowi be fined 

for negligence? 

Complaint re. MOWI's reckless behaviour & subsequent fatality in Loch Alsh 

Deadly Mowi - the Horror Story Continues! 

Probe launched following death of Highland fish farm worker 

"Leave Our Farms Alone" Demand Mowi. Here's What They're Hiding & Why Mowi Want the 

Public to Keep Away! 
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In August 2022, $camon $cotland first broke the news of the ‘toxic’ and ‘explosive’ feed barge 

sunk off Portree following a tip-off from a whistleblower leading to coverage in BBC News, The 

Times, The National, STV News, Press & Journal and West Highland Free Press.  Subsequent 

FOI disclosures from the Northern Lighthouse Board, the Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency and the Scottish Government have lifted the lid on a series of cock ups and cover ups 

dubbed a ‘clusterfuck’ in $camon $cotland’s letter to Scottish Ministers in November 2022.   

 

Yesterday (8 December 2022), the Maritime & Coastguard Agency revealed via a FOI disclosure 

that “feed and contaminated water is being unloaded” at Portree salmon farm “before transit to 

Strome for additional remediation work” and then to Ardyne: 

 

 
 

As of 8am this morning (9 December 2022), the Matador 3 was sitting just off the Portree 

salmon farm with a destination of Kishorn (according to Marine Traffic): 
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Of the four feed barge sinkings referred to by the Maritime & Coastguard Agency in December 

2021, two others are known: a Mowi feed barge sunk off Lochboisdale in January 2019 and a 

Grieg Seafood feed barge sunk off Uig in Loch Snizort on the Isle of Skye in 2017 (but not 

salvaged until late 2021).    

 

Mowi has also been involved in other health and safety incidents.  Fish Farmer reported earlier 

this week (5 December 2022): 
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On 2 December 2022, the Marine Accident Investigation Branch published their ‘Annie E’ 

report: 
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The MAIB report (2 December 2022) includes: 

 

 
 

 

In September 2021, Mowi launched a lawsuit against Don Staniford (Director of $camon 

$cotland – formerly Scottish Salmon Watch) for filming inside their salmon farms including 

Ardintoul salmon farm in Loch Alsh.  STV News reported in October 2021: 
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Mowi claimed in a press release issued on 7 October 2021: 
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Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  
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