
Scottish Salmon Watch, 26 April 2021  

 

£10,000 Reward - Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms in the Cross Hairs! 

 

 
 

- FOI disclosure by Scottish Government claims Police Scotland & National Wildlife Crime 

Unit were passed six ‘intelligence reports’ on illegal killing of seals by salmon farms  

- Mowi, Cooke Aquaculture, Grieg Seafood & Loch Duart believed to be involved 

- Marine Scotland’s ‘Intelligence Reports’ marked “Official – Sensitive” include 15-20 seals 

killed in a salmon farm net on Orkney in October 2019 

- Police Scotland & National Wildlife Crime Unit passed intelligence on Mowi’s killing of a 

juvenile male harbor seal in Loch Ewe in January 2020 

- “Badly mutilated” seals (a mother & pup) allegedly shot near Mowi’s Carradale salmon 

farm in Kilbrannan Sound in January 2018 reveals FOI disclosure 

- Four seals shot on the coast of Basta Voe in Shetland “found by visitors” in August 2018 

and “no attempt was made to recover the carcasses” reported Marine Scotland’s 

‘Surveillance & Enforcement Branch in a case passed to Police Scotland 

- Cooke Aquaculture fined £2,000 in 2019 for illegal killing of seals in Shetland following 

exposure by BBC wildlife presenter Lizzie Daly 

 

 
 

- “A seal carcass with bullet holes has been found at the Wick of Belmont” (where Cooke 

operate a salmon farm in Shetland) reported Marine Scotland in April 2019 in a case which 

was passed to the National Wildlife Crime Unit 

- Police Scotland passed intelligence on a seal killed at Kylesku Bridge near a Loch Duart 

salmon farm in September 2018 

- Police Scotland passed intelligence on a seal killed in Uig Bay near Grieg Seafood in 

September 2019 

- FOI reveals 52 marksmen issued with licences by Police Scotland to shoot seals at salmon 

farms but Police Scotland refuse to name the marksmen citing privacy laws  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/police-scotland-national-wildlife-crime-unit-investigated-scottish-salmon-over-illegal-killing-of-se.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/foi-disclosure-seal-licence-breaches-by-salmon-farms-reply-by-scottish-government-on-1-april-2021.html
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Campaigners are calling on Police Scotland and the National Wildlife Crime Unit to crack down 

on the illegal killing of seals on salmon farms across Scotland following a damning Freedom of 

Information (FOI) disclosure by the Scottish Government.  Scottish Salmon Watch has now 

matched the £5,000 reward offered by Animal Concern in February 2021 for information leading 

to a successful prosecution of a salmon farmer for the illegal killing of seals.   

 

The Scottish Government’s FOI response letter dated 1 April 2021 included 64 licence breaches 

for late reporting by salmon farms (1 January 2018 to 11 February 2021): 

 

 
 

And the Scottish Government explained in their letter to Scottish Salmon Watch dated 1 April 

2021: 

 

 
 

MSIR 3004110 relates to four seals killed in Basta Voe in August 2018 believed to involve 

Cooke Aquaculture who were fined £2,000 in 2019.    

 

MSIR 3004123 relates to a seal found killed under Kylesku Bridge case in September 2018 

believed to involve Loch Duart who operate salmon farms in the vicinity. 

 

MSIR 3004491 relates to a “seal carcass with bullet holes” found at the Wick of Belmont case in 

April 2019 believed to involve Cooke Aquaculture who operate a salmon farm at Wick of 

Belmont in Shetland.  Cooke’s web-site cites RSPCA Assured but does not specific how many 

farms are accredited (Cooke recently clarified their web-page stating that they operated seven 

‘organic’ salmon farms, all in Orkney). 

 

MSIR 3004783 relates to a seal killed in Uig Bay case in September 2019 believed to involve 

Grieg Seafood who operate a salmon farm in Uig Bay (Loch Snizort) and another salmon farm in 

Loch Snizort.   

 

MSIR 3005055 relates to a seal killed by Mowi in Loch Ewe in January 2020. 
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“The slaughter of seals by salmon farms across Scotland is stomach-churning and should put 

people off buying Scottish salmon forever,” said Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon 

Watch.   

 
 

“Even with a new law making the killing of seals illegal from 1 February this year it is clear that 

seals will continue to die cruel deaths on salmon farms, whether trapped inside nets or shot 

without a licence.  Sea cage salmon farms are a welfare nightmare and need to get out of the way 

of marine mammals as well as migrating wild fish.  Hopefully, a £10,000 reward will act as a 

deterrent to Scottish salmon’s lethal nature.  Police Scotland and the National Wildlife Crime 

Unit need to police salmon farms around the Highlands and Islands to catch the criminals killing 

Scotland’s iconic seals.  Seal-friendly Scottish salmon simply does not exist.”  

 

Last month (8 March 2021), Scottish Salmon Watch published shocking photos (obtained from 

via FOI from the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme):   
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A FOI reply by Police Scotland on 2 March 2021 refused to name the marksmen licensed to kill 

seals but disclosed that “since 1 January 2020 there have been 112 firearms certificates 

conditioned to allow for the culling of seals”.   

 

 
 

 

A FOI reply by the Scottish Government in February 2021 (FOI-202000118346) redacted the 

names of marksmen employed by Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon Company, 

Cooke Aquaculture, Grieg Seafood and Loch Duart to kill seals. 
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Following a review request by Scottish Salmon Watch, the Scottish Government disclosed 

further information on 23 March 2021. 

 

 
 

 

Document #5 (undated and not attributed to any salmon farm) appears to show a dead seal 

caught in a salmon farm net with a dead farmed salmon in its mouth or alongside in the cage: 
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The Scottish Government still refused Scottish Salmon Watch’s FOI request to name the 

marksmen but disclosed that “the total number of marksmen in the redacted licences provided as 

part of the response is 52”:  

 

 
  

The Scottish Government’s FOI review reply dated 23 March 2021 (via FOI-202000118346 – 

the review does not appear to be posted publicly yet) also released further documents relating to 

the killing of a seal by Mowi in Loch Ewe in January 2020 “as this was not the subject of an 

ongoing criminal investigation” at the time of Scottish Salmon Watch’s FOI request. 

 

 
  

 

One of the documents disclosed is another ‘Intelligence Report’ marked “Official-Sensitive” by 

Marine Scotland detailing a male harbour seal killed illegally by Mowi in Loch Ewe – this is 

MSIR 3005055 which the Scottish Government’s FOI disclosure dated 1 April 2021 cited as 

being investigated by Police Scotland and the National Wildlife Crime Unit: 
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Here’s Marine Scotland’s ‘Intelligence Report’ (MSIR 3005050) dated 3 February 2020 which 

questioned the legality of Mowi shooting a juvenile male harbor seal (on advice by the SSPCA) 

in January 2020: 
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The Scottish Government also disclosed this email on 23 March 2021 (initially withheld via via 

FOI-202000118346 on 1 February 2021):  

 

 
 

Another email from the Scottish Government’s Marine Planning & Policy in February 2020 - 

disclosed by the Scottish Government on 23 March 2021 - stated that “MSLOT have advised that 

this was not carried out under the seal licence and should be reported to the Police Wildlife 

Crime Unit”. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000118346/
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Photos of the juvenile male harbor seal illegally killed by Mowi (after advice from the SSPCA) 

in Loch Ewe in January 2020 were disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI in February 

2021: 
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In February 2021, The Daily Mirror published a photo of the dead seal killed by Mowi in Loch 

Ewe (at a salmon farm certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil Association and accredited as welfare-

friendly by RSPCA Assured).   
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The Ferret reported in February 2021: 

 

 
 

Sarah Dolman of Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society Tweeted: 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/salmon-companies-rapped-shooting-seals/
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In March 2021, Police Scotland refused to provide information on the illegal use of firearms by 

salmon farmers claiming that “the public interest lies in protecting the integrity of investigative 

and criminal procedures”. 

 
 

 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch filed a review appealing Police Scotland’s FOI refusal on 5 April 2021. 
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Further documents disclosed by the Scottish Government’s review of FOI-202000118346 dated 

23 March 2021 include an email from the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in April 

2020 stating that the lack of data or samples means they “cannot assess species, confirm the 

‘identity’ of cases shot and reported vs those shot illegally”.  

 

 
 

 

Whilst this email was originally withheld by the Scottish Government in their reply via FOI-

202000118346 dated 1 February 2021, the same email was disclosed by the Scottish Marine 

Animal Strandings Scheme in a FOI reply dated 3 March 2021. 

 

Read more via: 

Sunday Times: "Sharp rise in seal shootings blew hole in permit scheme - Officials were warned 

that salmon farmers ‘had no willingness or intention’ to collect detailed data" 
FOI disclosure from Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme  
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Other documents initially withheld by the Scottish Government on 1 February 2021 were 

subsequently disclosed on 23 March 2021 after FOI review.  The Scottish Government explained 

in a letter dated 23 March 2021: 

 

 
 

Emails disclosed by the Scottish Government on 23 March 2021 included one in April 2020 

from the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme bemoaning the lack of photos: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch find it difficult to escape the conclusion that salmon farming companies 

– especially Scottish Sea Farms – have systematically buried evidence of illegal killing of seals 

(often at salmon farms certified as ‘welfare friendly’ by “the worst of all” RSPCA) in order to 

avoid prosecution by Police Scotland and the National Wildlife Crime Unit.   
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Another email disclosed by the Scottish Government on 23 March 2021 stated that salmon 

farmers “have no willingness, intention or to be fair in some cases, capacity, to collect more 

detailed information”.  “In some cases we get photos of damaged stock or, as you say, seals in 

the water, but nothing at a resolution which can assess if these culls are being undertaken in 

adherence with regulations” said the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in May 2020.   

 

 
 

An email in May 2020 from Scottish Sea Farms – disclosed by the Scottish Government on 23 

March 2021 – described a seal cull at an RSPCA Assured salmon farm as an “execution”. 
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In another email in May 2020, Scottish Sea Farms officially reported a grey seal “culled using a 

single shot to the head by a licenced marksman” at an RSPCA Assured salmon farm at Swarta 

Skerry on Orkney.  “Unfortunately there are no photos available”. 

 

 
 

 

Photos of seals trapped inside salmon farms were disclosed by the Scottish Marine Animal 

Strandings Scheme in March 2021: 
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The Sunday Times reported in March 2021: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch believes that salmon farmers will continue killing seals illegally – with 

seals either shot or killed whilst trapped inside salmon cages.   

 

An email from the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in March 2020 - obtained via FOI 

in March 2021 – reported that salmon farmers “get divers in when possible to recover the 

animals shot in pens” and that seals “are just sunk”.   
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2021: 

 

 
 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html


Last month (1 March 2021), Scottish Salmon Watch issued a public call for further information – 

including a call out to whistleblowers for information on the illegal killing of seals on salmon 

farms.   

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch’s recent FOI requests were prompted by a whistleblower who contacted 

us in late 2020 suggesting that seals were being killed by RSPCA Assured Mowi over and above 

the official figures reported to the Scottish Government: 
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In February 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch published data sourced from the Scottish Government 

on over 1,000 seals officially killed by salmon farms since 2011 – with Norwegian-owned 

Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) named as Scottish salmon’s #1 seal killer. 

 

 
 

Read more via:  

By George, Monbiot Smokes Scottish Salmon & the RSPCA as "the worst of all"! 

Photo Exclusive: Seals 'Executed' by Scottish Salmon 

FOI disclosure from Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme  

Police Scotland refuse to name 112 marksmen licenced to kill seals! 

Sunday Times: "Sharp rise in seal shootings blew hole in permit scheme - Officials were warned 

that salmon farmers ‘had no willingness or intention’ to collect detailed data" 

Calling All Whistleblowers - Please pass on photos of dead seals killed at salmon farms! 

Daily Mirror: "'Nearly 80 seals were legally shot in Scotland in 2020 – highest number in seven 

years'"  

Scottish Salmon's #1 Seal Killer - Norway's 'Scottish' Sea Farms Named & Shamed!  

Official Data: 1,000+ seals killed by salmon farms since 2011!  

The Ferret: "Salmon companies rapped for breaking rules on shooting seals"  

Caught in the Cross-Hairs: Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms!  

FOI opens sealed documents on killing by salmon farms  

Greedy Salmon Farmers Demand £13 Million Compensation for Seal Attacks!  

£5,000 reward offered for information on illegal shooting of seals 
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Watch video footage of a seal leaping onto a salmon farm posted by Salmon Scotland (5 April 

2021): 
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