
New Zealand’s King-Sized Salmon Problem (30 April 2012)  
 

 
 
New Zealand is facing a growing public backlash against salmon farming in the Marlborough 
Sounds.   
 

 
 
Read more ‘New Zealand King Salmon Faces Efforts to Halt Its Expansion’ 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/09/new-zealands-king-sized-salmon-problem-.html
http://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=27&id=51763&l=e&special=&ndb=1%20target=


Guardians of the Sounds and Sustain Our Sounds are spearheading community opposition to 
expansion plans by King Salmon who is seeking eight new salmon farms (and one more farm 
converted from mussel farming).   
 

 
 
If successful, King Salmon will increase production from 7,500 tonnes of salmon a year to 
15,000 tonnes by 2015.  The deadline for public comment is Wednesday (2 May) – for more 
details visit online here.      
 

 
 

http://www.guardiansofthesounds.co.nz/
http://www.sustainoursounds.org.nz/
http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/marlborough-salmon-farming-seeks-to-expand/
http://www.sustainoursounds.org.nz/send-submission-in-opposition-to-kings-salmons-plans-in-the-marlborough-sounds/
http://www.epa.govt.nz/Resource-management/King-Salmon/Pages/Puplic-notification-and-submissions.aspx
http://www.guardiansofthesounds.co.nz/2012/aquaculture/epa-submission-form-nz-king-salmon-inquiry/


The Marlborough Express (25 April) reported that: “Sustain Our Sounds will complain to the 
Commerce Commission that New Zealand King Salmon is breaching the Fair Trading Act by 
misleading the public ahead of its application for more farming space in the Marlborough 
Sounds.  Sustain Our Sounds lawyer Sue Grey says King Salmon is in the business of 
securing more space for fish farming as well as growing and selling salmon. Making 
inaccurate statements to influence people, on issues such as jobs, was similar to false 
advertising, she said.” 
 

 
 
The Nelson Mail (27 April) reported: “Ms Grey said the company had been "spreading what 
we consider some fairly serious misinformation about what their application means for the 
environment".   She said the application, being heard as a project of national significance by a 
board of inquiry set up under the Environmental Protection Authority, was "a huge ask for 
the public".”   
 
Watch a video of Sue Grey talking about the environmental impact of salmon farming in the 
Marlborough Sounds – online here  
 

 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6805282/Sounds-group-taking-action-on-comments
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/6817241/Complaint-plan-over-fish-farms
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sustain-Our-Sounds/327124180662744?sk=wall&filter=12#!/pages/Sustain-Our-Sounds/327124180662744?sk=videos


Marlborough District Council has also lodged an objection to King Salmon’s expansion 
plans.  “If it is successful, the Sounds will face a gold rush of applications, and the nature of 
them will change forever,” said Peter Jerram, chairman of Marlborough District Council’s 
environment committee, in an interview with Fairfax NZ News (30 April).  “That is why the 
Marlborough District Concil is submitting in opposition." 
 

 
 
Read more via ‘Council Fights Fish Farming ‘Gold Rush’’ 
 
“In the "against" corner sit a series of Sounds-based conservation groups, the Green Party, 
and recreational groups like the Pelorus Boating Club, which brings more than 500 boats and 
therefore an estimated 3000 people into the fray, and Yachting New Zealand with its 30,000 
members nationwide,” wrote journalist Bill Moore in The Marlborough Express (30 April).  
“As much as NZKS and the aquaculture industry sell themselves as committed to and reliant 
on sustainability to promote, maintain and enlarge their businesses, there are top of the south 
residents who deeply distrust their motives and public utterances.”   
 
“For groups like Sustain Our Sounds this has become an "enough is enough" battle and they 
are strongly suspicious of King Salmon's motives, goals and publicity,” continues the article.  
“Hear them tell it and the Sounds could become a dead zone, bereft of fish and subject to 
deadly red tides.” 
 
“Mr Schuckard ridicules the NZKS claim it produces as much from seven hectares of water 
space as comes from 23,000ha of sheep farm.  "Where is all the feed grown? Where does the 
fish [used in feed] come from? It's like mustering all the sheep from 23,000 hectares and then 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6791027/Council-lodges-submission-on-salmon-farms
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/6826814/Council-fights-fish-farming-gold-rush
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/6826814/Council-fights-fish-farming-gold-rush
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/salmon-farms/6829937/The-price-of-fish


saying to your neighbour, `look how fertile my mustering area is'." He says the most 
compelling argument against the application is the "total, utter lack of knowledge" about the 
system functionality of the Marlborough Sounds, "end of story".  
 
Read more via ‘The Price of Fish’ 
 
Former Marlborough mayor Tom Harrison said the New Zealand King Salmon proposal was 
the most important issue the Marlborough community had faced.   "I'm so concerned about 
what is going to happen here.   This is serious," he told The Marlborough Express (9 April).  
 
The cumulative destruction of the forest and marine eco-system in the Marlborough Sounds 
has reached a tipping point, said environmental scientist Helle Janssen.   Finfish farming 
could push it over the edge, he said.  "We are killing the Sounds by a thousand cuts," Mr 
Janssen said.  "If we kick the butt of this system, it will kick back majorly and we will be the 
poorer for it."  
 
Read more via ‘SOS Over Farm Plan’ 
 
“The proposed NZ King Salmon farms fly in the face of the Rio Declaration, to which the 
council is a signatory: "Polluters must internalise and not externalise [put to sea] their 
waste",” wrote Danny Boulton, secretary of Sustain Our Sounds in The Marlborough Express 
(22 March).   

 
 
“Our government are hell-bent on a path to a $1 billion aquaculture industry when other 
countries are steering well clear because they have found finfish farms eventually kill 
communities and the ecosystems they have been supported by. They call it "Frankenfish 
farming" and marine piggeries with a free dumping licence.” 
 
Read more via ‘Something Fishy is Going On Out There’ 
 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/salmon-farms/6829937/The-price-of-fish
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6712166/SOS-over-farm-plan
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/salmon-farms/6829937/The-price-of-fish
http://www.sustainoursounds.org.nz/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6613444/Something-fishy-is-going-on-out-there
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6613444/Something-fishy-is-going-on-out-there


“Be clear this is just the first application for the private plan change,” wrote Guardians of the 
Sounds spokesman Pete Beech in The Marlborough Express (20 March).  “If this is granted, 
it will start a "gold rush".” 

 
 
Read more via ‘Action Plan to Defend Marlborough Sounds’ 
 
GAAIA is supporting Marlborough District Council, Guardians of the Sounds and Sustain 
Our Sounds in their objections and today (30 April) wrote to the New Zealand Environmental 
Protection Agency lodging a formal objection.   
 
“GAAIA believes that further expansion of salmon farming in the Marlborough Sounds will 
inevitably trigger waste pollution, benthic contamination, toxic algal blooms as well as the 
spread of infectious diseases and mass mortality events,” wrote Don Staniford.  “If the history 
of salmon farming tells us anything at all it is the fact that overproduction causes problems 
wherever salmon farms operate.”  
 
Read GAAIA’s objection in full online here  
 
King Salmon is owned by Malaysia’s Tiong family and private equity firm Direct Capital.   
 
 

 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6603071/Action-plan-to-defend-Marlborough-Sounds
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6603071/Action-plan-to-defend-Marlborough-Sounds
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/6791027/Council-lodges-submission-on-salmon-farms
http://www.guardiansofthesounds.co.nz/
http://www.sustainoursounds.org.nz/
http://www.sustainoursounds.org.nz/
http://www.epa.govt.nz/Resource-management/King-Salmon/Pages/Puplic-notification-and-submissions.aspx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/nzks-objection-letter-april-2012.pdf
http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/Company/index.html
http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/new-zealand-king-salmon-strengthens/
http://www.seafoodsource.com/newsarticledetail.aspx?id=688


According to King Salmon’s web-site, they are a company with a “strong sense of 
environmental responsibility” and are “sustainable”.   
 

 
 
King Salmon claims that: “Fish farming is a highly efficient use of marine space, taking 
pressure off wild fish, which are currently being exploited beyond sustainable limits.”   Yet it 
fails to mention the fact that the farming of salmon drains our oceans and leads to a net loss 
of marine resources (read more via ‘Raising Tigers of the Sea’).   
 

 
 
GAAIA believes that permitting salmon farming expansion is an open invitation for disaster 
and would jeopardise New Zealand’s ‘100% pure’ green and clean image abroad.   

http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/LifeInNaturalEnvironment/index.html
http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/LifeInNaturalEnvironment/
http://foodsecurity.stanford.edu/publications/aquaculture_and_ocean_resources_raising_tigers_of_the_sea


Sanctioning even one new farm (let alone nine farms) in the Marlborough Sounds would be 
100% irresponsible. 
 

 
 
King Salmon’s claims towards sustainability simply do not hold water.    
 

 

http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/LifeInNaturalEnvironment/index.html


GAAIA urges consumers around the world to boycott “exceptional” New Zealand farmed 
salmon which is now being marketed in Europe as “sustainably produced” and is even sold in 
Canada (competing wild King/Chinook salmon).   
 

 
 
King salmon in Canada have already been shown to be infected with ISA as well as another 
devastating disease, HSMI (Heart & Skeletal Muscle Inflammation).  Testimony at Canada’s 
salmon inquiry in British Columbia (BC) revealed in December 2011 that Creative Salmon’s 
King (Chinook) salmon operations in the Clayoquot Sound UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
were disease-ridden (read more via ‘Fish Flu Found in Clayoquot Salmon: Dr. Kristi Miller 
finds ISA virus in Creative Salmon farms’).    
 
“Make no mistake, this is the biggest environmental threat to the Sounds we will see in our 
life times,” wrote Pete Beach in The Marlborough Express (11 February).  “Malaysia's Tiong 
family has a majority share in King Salmon. It is a foreign-owned multinational company 
which is starting a land grab for the privatisation of Sounds water space. Water space that 
belongs to all New Zealanders will be given to them free of charge and they don't have to pay 
rates.  They told me they want to double their water space every six years. How long before 
there are 100 farms? How long before the huge Norwegian multi-national fish farmers start 
vying for farm sites and they turn our beautiful Sounds into one great big aquaculture farm 
and turn it into a cesspit with their pollution?” 
 

 
 
Read more via ‘Guardians Urge Big Picture Vision’ 
 
 
Blog online via “New Zealand’s King-Sized Salmon Problem”  

http://www.itqi.com/en/about-itqi/press-releases/nz-salmon-impresses-global-taste-awards.html
http://www.fishupdate.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/17438/New_Zealand_King_Salmon_92s_new_ra_King_targets_premium_European_foodservice_and_top-end_retail.html
http://www.nzaquaculture.co.nz/AC19.pdf
http://www.nzaquaculture.co.nz/AC19.pdf
http://thecanadian.org/k2/item/1222-kristi-miller-cohen-commission-salmon-virus
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/blog/clayoquot-under-virus-attack
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/717441/8f4c07fa18/281632219/88464f4f90/
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/717441/8f4c07fa18/281632219/88464f4f90/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/4647128/Guardians-urge-big-picture-vision
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/4647128/Guardians-urge-big-picture-vision
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/09/new-zealands-king-sized-salmon-problem-.html

