
Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon’s Recurring ISA Nightmare (August 2021) 

 

In 1998-9 an ISA outbreak traced to Norwegian-owned Scottish Seafarms (then owned by Hydro 

Seafoods GSP) cost the industry £100 million and led to the loss of 200 jobs.   

 

 
 

In 2004, a suspected case of ISA was reported at Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019) Loch 

Sheilavaig salmon farm in South Uist.   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmons-recurring-isa-nightmare-.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267839632_Epizootiological_investigations_into_an_outbreak_of_infectious_salmon_anaemia_ISA_in_Scotland/link/54abeee00cf25c4c472fc3fe/download
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/7810616.stm
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/archive-2/suspected-isa-outbreak-in-scotland-fishupdate-com/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-1-mowi.pdf
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/1383987.stm
https://www.intrafish.com/news/isa-disease-suspected-at-marine-harvest-farm/1-1-495779


In 2009, ISA hit Norwegian-owned Grieg Seafood in Shetland and Scottish Sea Farms.  "Local 

evolution from an avirulent strain of ISAV; importation of ova; or association with movement of 

equipment could have caused the outbreak," concluded Marine Scotland Science. 

 

 
 
 

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch on 1 February 

2019 reveal that Scottish salmon and trout farmers received ova during the 2016/2017 season 

from broodstock held at an ISA suspected site operated by AquaGen at Tingvoll in Norway.  

In March 2017, Fish Farming Expert reported that salmon farmers in Scotland had everything 

under control following an ISA outbreak at Bakkafrost in the Faroes (Bakkafrost bought The 

Scottish Salmon Company in 2019).  “In the unlikely event that infectious salmon anaemia is 

found, Scottish salmon farmers work closely with the regulatory authorities with the aim of 

minimising any immediate impacts, and ensuring that it is eliminated as rapidly as possible,” said 

the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation.  “All of the measures already in place in Scotland 

meet the requirements of EU fish health legislation, having been reviewed and strengthened 

following two previous occurrences of ISA a number of years ago, and we are confident that, 

should ISA be detected in the future, we are well placed to deal with it quickly and effectively.” 

https://data.marine.gov.scot/dataset/report-epidemiology-and-control-outbreak-infectious-salmon-anaemia-shetland-islands-scotland
https://www.intrafish.com/news/619394/update-scottish-sea-farms-confirms-it-owns-isa-infected-site
https://data.marine.gov.scot/dataset/report-epidemiology-and-control-outbreak-infectious-salmon-anaemia-shetland-islands-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/02/foi-18-03773/documents/foi-18-03773-information-requested/foi-18-03773-information-requested/govscot%3Adocument
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/02/foi-18-03773/documents/foi-18-03773-information-requested/foi-18-03773-information-requested/govscot%3Adocument
https://aquagen.no/en/2017/07/10/ila-mistanke-hos-aquagen-tingvoll/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/scottish-salmon-chief-confident-over-isa-virus-threat/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-49833904
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-49833904
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/7810616.stm


 

 
 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/scottish-salmon-chief-confident-over-isa-virus-threat/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/scottish-salmon-chief-confident-over-isa-virus-threat/


In July 2017, Fish Farming Expert reported: 

 

 
 

In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the 

ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to 

export eggs into Scotland".   

 

AquaGen chairman Odd Magne Rødseth, speaking to Fish Farming Expert in November 2017 

said the move to start egg production in Scotland would help serve the Scottish industry better 

and was also a precautionary measure against any ban on the import of eggs. “You never know 

whether will find some reason to close the border,” he said at the time. 

 

"We lost the one export permit to Scotland and found another solution this year with a partner 

that delivers to Scotland," AquaGen’s Nina Santi told SalmonBusiness in January 2018.  "We’ll 

be back with deliveries to Scotland in mid-2018." 

 

In February 2018, Norway's Ministry of Climate & Environment banned the import of Scottish 

salmon eggs citing risks of disease and genetic impacts of escapes under the Norwegian Nature 

Diversity Act.  

   

In February 2018, a blistering email to Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy & 

Connectivity), the head Landcatch (owned by Hendrix Genetics) accused the Scottish 

Government of taking a "massive risk" by allowing salmon eggs from Norway and Iceland to 

flood 'Scottish' salmon farms citing the danger of "transfer of ISA from infected countries such 

as Norway".   

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/isa-detected-at-aquagen-brood-site/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/02/foi-18-03773/documents/foi-18-03773-information-requested/foi-18-03773-information-requested/govscot%3Adocument
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/aquagen-buys-dumfries-hatchery-from-scottish-sea-farms-for-broodstock-site/
https://salmonbusiness.com/isa-in-roe-could-create-supply-bottleneck/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kld/id668/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/nature-diversity-act/id570549/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/nature-diversity-act/id570549/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ova-31-may-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ova-31-may-2018.pdf
https://www.landcatch.co.uk/landcatch---salmon-breeding/contact/
https://www.landcatch.co.uk/landcatch---salmon-breeding/about-landcatch/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/isa-detected-at-aquagen-brood-site/


In November 2018, an inspection of AquaGen's Holywood Salmon Farm (owned by Scottish Sea 

Farms up until September 2018) by the Scottish Government's Fisheries Health Inspectorate 

reported that: "The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be 

inadequately maintained".     

 

In February 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch and The Ferret reported that fears over the import of 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) to Scotland via infected eggs (ova) had delayed a shipment to 

a hatchery operated by Scottish Sea Farms at Barcaldine near Oban.   

 

Intrafish reported in February 2019: 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/328354264
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/operator_transfers_record.aspx?change_line_no=5592
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/operator_transfers_record.aspx?change_line_no=5592
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00546465.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/02/game-ova-for-scottish-salmon-deadly-disease-delays-egg-imports-from-aquagen-in-norway.html
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-salmon-eggs-aquagen-virus/
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-the-biggest-threat-to-salmon-farming/2-1-546572
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-the-biggest-threat-to-salmon-farming/2-1-546572


 
 

In March 2019, Insider reported that AquaGen had bought the Holywood Salmon Farm off 

Scottish Sea Farms and were planning an annual production of 50 million ova. 

In April 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Scottish Ministers calling for increased testing of 

farmed salmon for diseases and viruses (including Infectious Salmon Anaemia).   

In April 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch called for a ban on imported ova due to fears over the 

spread of ISA which plagued Scottish salmon farming in the 1990s and in 2008/2009 (with a 

suspected outbreak in 2004).   

In May 2019, a damning inspection by the European Free Trade Association's Surveillance 

Authority resulted in a ban on exports of Norwegian salmon ova. 

In June 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch reported that over 50% of salmon farms in Scotland had 

tested positive for Piscine Reovirus.   

 

Intrafish reported in November 2019 that SalMar (co-wner of Scottish Sea Farms along with 

Leroy) notified the Norwegian Food Safety Authority of a positive test for ISA.    

 

 

https://www.insider.co.uk/news/norwegian-firm-buys-dumfries-shire-14070141
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/04/easter-egg-ban-for-scottish-salmon.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/1383987.stm
https://www.shetlandtimes.co.uk/2009/01/09/isa-back-to-haunt-fish-farmers
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/archive-2/suspected-isa-outbreak-in-scotland-fishupdate-com/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/archive-2/suspected-isa-outbreak-in-scotland-fishupdate-com/
http://www.eftasurv.int/da/DocumentDirectAction/outputDocument?docId=5035
http://www.eftasurv.int/da/DocumentDirectAction/outputDocument?docId=5035
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/norwegian-salmon-egg-exports-banned-due-to-disease-risks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-detected-at-salmar-run-salmon-farm/2-1-711208
https://www.salmar.no/en/about-salmar/
https://www.salmar.no/en/about-salmar/
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-the-biggest-threat-to-salmon-farming/2-1-546572
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-detected-at-salmar-run-salmon-farm/2-1-711208


In February 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch and The Ferret revealed that imports of salmon eggs 

(ova) from Norway were banned in May 2019 following fears of the spread of Infectious Salmon 

Anaemia.  
 

“It beggars belief that Norway bans imports of Scottish ova yet the Scottish Government 

recklessly allows imports of ova from countries with a history of disease problems,” stated Don 

Staniford in a press release (24 February 2020).  “Scottish Ministers should stop playing their 

high risk game of Norwegian, Icelandic and Irish roulette.  Is deadly ISA already lurking on 

Scottish salmon farms?" 
 

 
 

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 3 

million ova imported by AquaGen from Norway to Scotland in 2018 and 2019 - including to the 

Scottish Sea Farms Barcaldine Hatchery  officially 'opened' by Scotland's Minister for Public 

Finance and Digital Economy (Kate Forbes) and AquaGen's own Hollywood Salmon Farm 

(bought off Scottish Sea Farms and promoted by Scotland's Rural Economy Secretary, Fergus 

Ewing).      

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/norwegian-salmon-egg-exports-banned-due-to-disease-risks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-ferret-imports-of-norwegian-salmon-eggs-banned-over-deadly-virus-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/norwegian-salmon-egg-exports-banned-due-to-disease-risks.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-game-ova-for-scottish-salmon-13-feb-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-game-ova-for-scottish-salmon-13-feb-2019.pdf
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/aquagen-buys-dumfries-hatchery-from-scottish-sea-farms-for-broodstock-site/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/aquagen-buys-dumfries-hatchery-from-scottish-sea-farms-for-broodstock-site/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1232575960421224448


 

In April 2020, the Scottish Government admitted that imported eggs (ova) were not tested for 

ISA or PRV.   

 

 
 

In July 2020, the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) disclosed damning documents via 

Freedom of Information but refused many more citing commercial confidentiality. 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/foi-revels-virus-laden-salmon-slip-net-into-scottish-waters-.html
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https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1279686540499865600


In August 2020, a leading veterinarian warned that salmon farms in Norway were being ravaged 

by an ISA "horror show" with cases of ISA rising alarmingly during 2020.   

 

 
 

 

In August 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch asked the Scottish Government if ISA was back in 

Scotland.   

 

 
 

In October 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that Scottish Ministers were warned by 

Hendrix Genetics (Landcatch) about "an absurdly flawed bio-security self certification policy 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/norways-infectious-salmon-horror-show-secretly-playing-now-in-scotland.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/norways-infectious-salmon-horror-show-secretly-playing-now-in-scotland.html


that risks the import of further Norwegian disease, a threat capable of destroying Scotland's 

entire salmon industry" back in 2019. 

 

 
 

In November 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch asked if ISA had moved from Norway to mainland 

Scotland.   

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1333382002570129409
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/exposed-hypocrisy-at-hendrix-genetics-over-scottish-salmon.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1333382002570129409


In April 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch asked Scottish Ministers if ISA was back in Scotland.  

 

 
 

In July 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that imports of ova from Norway had been almost 

completely shut out of Scotland in favour of imports from Iceland and Ireland. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1384123806826958853
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/ova-imports-disease-risks.html
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In July 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch asked if ISA was back again in the wake of news of ISA 

outbreaks in Norway (including at Leroy – the co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms). 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Scottish Salmon’s ‘Ticking Time-Bomb’: ISA reported at Scottish Sea Farms on Mull 
Media Backgrounder: Norway’s Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse – Going Global Since 1984! 

Eggsclusive: FOI Reveals 'Scottish' Salmon Imported As Ova from Iceland & Ireland - Norway 

eggs-pelled due to disease risks! 

Massive Attack on "Rotten Edifice" of 'Scottish' Salmon 

Norwegian Salmon Ova Slip Back Into Scotland (as Infectious Salmon Anaemia plagues salmon 

farms in Norway) 

Norway's Infectious Salmon "Horror Show" Secretly Playing Now In Scotland? 

EFTA disclose documents on disease-ridden Norwegian salmon farming but refuse more citing 

commercial confidentiality 

'Scottish' salmon resumes imports of "ISA-free" eggs from Norway? 

Undercurrent News: "Iceland replaces Norway as main source of Scottish salmon eggs following 

import ban" 

Letter to Scottish Ministers: "Bio-security Protocols & Safety Precautions re. Ova Imports" 

The Ferret: "Imports of Norwegian salmon eggs banned over deadly virus"  

Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks 

Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in Norway 

Deadly virus outbreak prompted fears over import of fish farm eggs to Scotland 
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Mail On Sunday: "90% of Scottish salmon 'ISN'T' from Scotland' - 66m eggs shipped in from 

abroad" 

Salmon Eggsclusive: Scotland's 'King of Fish' is Now Viking Not Scottish! 

Easter Egg Ban for 'Scottish' Salmon? 

The Ferret: "Deadly virus outbreak prompted fears over import of fish farm eggs to Scotland" 

Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in Norway 

Virus-Laden Farmed Salmon 

Concerns raised over Scottish salmon roe imports 

'Secret' Scottish Salmon - Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refuse to disclose information 

for ova imports as it would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests" 

Government 'failing to protect Scottish salmon' 

Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon': Norway bans import of Scottish salmon eggs 

citing disease risks & genetic impacts under the Nature Diversity Act 

Imported eggs ruling 'makes a mockery of Scottish salmon' 

Norway keeps ban on import of Scottish roe 

Tartan imposters’ charge as fish egg imports hit 90% 

Invasion of the Viking salmon 

Fish farms are ‘wiping out Scotland’s wild salmon’ 

Escaped farmed salmon impacts 

'Norwegian' genes found in wild salmon populations in Wester Ross 
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