
Media Backgrounder (26 September 2019) 

 

 Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon is Dead in the Water  

 

In view of growing problems with infectious diseases and mass mortalities it is not surprising 

that Scottish salmon farming production is predicted to fall by 21% when the new figures for 

2018 are published on Monday (30 September).    

 

A report - "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" - sourced from the Scottish 

Government's Fish Health Inspectorate 'Case Information' revealed a host of disease 

problems on Scottish salmon farms.   

 
 

 
 

Read more via: 

Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon 

Mowi's Disease-Ridden Mortalities - 1.6 million+ in 101 incidents (2017-2018) 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/yet-more-mass-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/press-release-new-report-set-to-reveal-drastic-fall-in-salmon-farming-production-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/press-release-new-report-set-to-reveal-drastic-fall-in-salmon-farming-production-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Caseinfo/-2019/jul/20190319-20190359
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/04/mortalities-disease-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-2017-2019.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/mowis-disease-ridden-mortalities-16-million-in-101-incidents-2017-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sorry-state-of-salmon-farming-in-2018-25-march-2019.pdf


Disease and mortality problems have continued during 2019 with mass mortalities reported at 

salmon farms across Scotland - with mortality data published as recently as 20 September 

2019 by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate.   

 

 
 

 

Here's the largest mass mortalities officially reported for June and July 2019 (dominated by 

The Scottish Salmon Company which was sold to Bakkafrost yesterday): 

 

 
 

 

Gruesome photos published online via the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate's 

'Case Information' paint a horrific picture of welfare abuse.   

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/yet-more-mass-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation/Mortalityinformation
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/bakkafrost-buys-scottish-salmon-company-report/
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Caseinfo/-2019/jul/20190319-20190359
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation/Mortalityinformation


 

 
 

Read more via: 

Press Release: "New report set to reveal drastic fall in salmon farming production in 

Scotland" 

Video Nasty: Mowi's Dead Salmon at 'Bay of the Dead Heads' 

Mass Mortalities & Disease Ravage Scottish Salmon Farms (& It's Going to Get Worse!) 

Official inspections of lice-ridden salmon farm slammed as ‘whitewash’ 

Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms - Why No Legal Enforcement Or Prosecutions? 

The Severely Damaged Scottish Salmon Company - For Sale Now!  

Meet Pop-Eye the Scottish Salmon - Tortured by an Optilicer!  

Cardiac Disease Arrests Mowi in Kingairloch  

Mowi's Welfare Nightmare on Rum - "blind", "physical damage", "anorexic" & over 40,000 

dead fish! 

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Piles Ever Higher in 2019  

Mmmm Blind Scottish Salmon with Boils, Anyone? 

Unnecessary Suffering & Cruel Operations at Mowi's at Bagh Dail nan Ceann salmon farm 

(Sound of Jura) 

Shocking Video Footage from Mowi's 'Bay of the Dead Heads' (Bagh Dail nan Ceann) 

'Abuse' video sparks major investigation at fish farm 

STV News on Scottish Salmon's Welfare Nightmare - watch online now! 

‘Sick’ salmon film prompts government probe into Scottish fish farm 

Frankenfish Video - The Ugly Face of Lousy Scottish Salmon 

Mass deaths: nine million fish killed by diseases at Scottish salmon farms 

New Report - "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" 

Sunday Mail: "Scottish salmon farms in disease hell row after tons of rotting fish dumped in 

skips" 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/press-release-new-report-set-to-reveal-drastic-fall-in-salmon-farming-production-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/press-release-new-report-set-to-reveal-drastic-fall-in-salmon-farming-production-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/video-nasty-mowis-dead-dying-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/yet-more-mass-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-vacasay-farm-whitewash/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/meet-pop-eye-the-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/heart-disease-at-mowis-kingairloch-salmon-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mortality-information-published-this-month-by-the-scottish-governments-fish-health-inspectorate-makes-for-grim-reading-for-sc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mmmm-blind-scottish-salmon-with-boil-lesions-anyone-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-re.-bdnc-breach-of-animal-health-welfare-act-2006-20-july-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-re.-bdnc-breach-of-animal-health-welfare-act-2006-20-july-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-abuse-video-sparks-major-investigation-at-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://theferret.scot/shieldaig-salmon-farm-probe/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/my-entry.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-deaths-farms-nine-million/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/the-sorry-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/sunday-mail-scottish-salmon-farms-in-disease-hell-row-after-tons-of-rotting-fish-dumped-in-skips-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/sunday-mail-scottish-salmon-farms-in-disease-hell-row-after-tons-of-rotting-fish-dumped-in-skips-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/meet-pop-eye-the-scottish-salmon.html


The Skinny on Scottish Salmon 

Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain - Leaping to Record Levels in 2018? 

Sick salmon at Scottish fish farm revealed on film 

Salmon firms bid to block diseased photos 

Named: supermarkets selling salmon from ‘poor’ welfare firms 

Revealed: the fish farms worst on animal welfare 

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

Legal Complaint Vs Breaches of Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat 

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon 

 

In view of such horrific disease problems it's not surprising that Mowi's salmon farming 

production fell 36% in 2018 (from 60,186 tonnes in 2017 to 38,444 tonnes in 2018).   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-skinny-on-scottish-salmon-15-oct-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-worst-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-august-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/bbc-news-sea-lice-blamed-for-major-fall-in-salmon-tonnage.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/bbc-news-sea-lice-blamed-for-major-fall-in-salmon-tonnage.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/bbc-news-sea-lice-blamed-for-major-fall-in-salmon-tonnage.html


Mowi's mortality and disease problems account in large part for the dramatic 21% fall in 

Scottish salmon farming production - with 2018 data forecast to be 39,000 tonnes lower than 

that reported in 2017.  

 

Data junkies should keep an eye out for the Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey 2018 

(scheduled for publication at 9.30am on Monday 30 September - read online here).     

From: <Lorna.Munro@gov.scot> 

Date: Fri, Sep 13, 2019 at 10:00 AM 

Subject: RE: Date of 2018 fish farm survey? 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Hi Don 

Yes, the Scottish fish farm production survey 2018 will be published on the 30th September 

2019 at 9.30am. 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ForthcomingPubs 

Kind regards 

Lorna  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ForthcomingPubs
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/surveys
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ForthcomingPubs
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ForthcomingPubs


The 2018 survey will include new data on mortality rates - reported by the Scottish 

Government as more palatable 'survival rates' - with the 2017 survey (published in October 

2018) reporting an annual mortality rate in Shetland of 23.5% and a staggering 30.3% annual 

mortality in the Western Isles.  Total annual mortality for Scottish salmon farming is reported 

at 20.9% - that equates to perhaps 15 to 20 million dead farmed salmon although the industry 

are not obliged to report actual numbers after successfully lobbying that public disclosure 

would be commercially damaging! 

 
 

Historical Predictions of Annual Salmon Farming Production - How Accurate? 

 

The 2016 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey predicted 177,202 tonnes for 2017 compared 

to the actual figure of 189,707 tonnes. 

The 2015 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey predicted 177,857 tonnes for 2016 compared 

to the actual figure of 162,817 tonnes. 

The 2014 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey predicted 186,508 tonnes for 2015 compared 

to the actual figure of 171,722 tonnes. 

The 2013 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey predicted 162,374 tonnes for 2014 compared 

to the actual figure of 179,022 tonnes. 

The 2012 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey predicted 152,507 tonnes for 2013 compared 

to the actual figure of 163,234 tonnes. 

The 2011 Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey predicted 158,026 tonnes for 2012 compared 

to the actual figure of 162,223 tonnes.   

 

"According to Kontali Analyse, Scotland harvested 156,000 tonnes of salmon in 2018," 

reported Salmon Business earlier this week (23 September 2019).  Sadly, the Kontali report is 

private.   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-scottish-salmon-mort-mountain-sept-2018.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2017/09/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2016/documents/00524803-pdf/00524803-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00524803.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2016/09/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2015-9781786524270/documents/00505162-pdf/00505162-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00505162.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2015/09/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2014-9781785446085/documents/00484806-pdf/00484806-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00484806.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2014/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2013/documents/00459981-pdf/00459981-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00459981.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2013/09/annual-fish-farm-production-survey-2012/documents/00433470-pdf/00433470-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00433470.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2012/09/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2011/documents/00401446-pdf/00401446-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00401446.pdf
https://salmonbusiness.com/scotlands-oldest-smokehouse-vows-to-keep-things-traditional-against-rise-in-mass-production/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/


The Scotsman reported following the publication of the 2017 Scottish Fish Farm Production 

Survey in October 2018:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/the-scotsman-scotlands-salmon-windfall-soars-above-1bn-but-production-set-to-fall-by-fifth-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2017/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/the-scotsman-scotlands-salmon-windfall-soars-above-1bn-but-production-set-to-fall-by-fifth-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/the-scotsman-scotlands-salmon-windfall-soars-above-1bn-but-production-set-to-fall-by-fifth-.html
https://vimeo.com/292262400


Disease problems continue to ravage salmon farms in Scotland during 2019.  Here's photos 

from a Fish Health Inspectorate visit to The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at 

Portree in February 2019 - including "visible damage to the heads of fish", skeletal muscle 

necrosis, dermatitis, lesions "likely associated with mechanical damage", anorexia, bilateral 

exopthalmia, petechial haemorrhaging, salmon gill poxvirus, Neoparamoeba perurans (the 

causative agent of Amoebic Gill Disease), Paranculeospora theridon, Vibrio spp, 

Photobacterium sp and Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis virus:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/yet-more-mass-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547045.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547045.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547045.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html


Here's the Fish Health Inspectorate's 'Case Information' report for Grieg Seafood's North 

Papa inspection dated 28 March 2019 which detailed positive tests for Infectious Pancreatic 

Necrosis virus, Aeromonas salmonicida and Paranucleospora theridon as well as 

Exophthalmia.   

 

 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547383.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547383.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/meet-pop-eye-the-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/meet-pop-eye-the-scottish-salmon.html


Exophthalmia is referred to as pop-eye and is a condition linked to Cardiomyopathy 

Syndrome.  

 

 

The Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate slipped out a report in August 2019 

detailing an inspection of Mowi's salmon farm at Kingairloch in April 2019 - including 

Cardiomyopathy Syndrome (CMS), Pasteurella skyensis, multifocal hepatic necrosis, 

Salmonid Alphavirus, anorexia, lesions, haemorrhaging and deformed hearts. 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/095980309190025F
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jfd.12735
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jfd.12735
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00548051.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jfd.12735
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/lewis-disease-outbreak-kills-thousands-of-fish/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324178864_Salmonid_alphavirus_SAV
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jfd.12735
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/heart-disease-at-mowis-kingairloch-salmon-farm-.html


Here's more photos of Mowi's disease-ridden salmon obtained via Freedom Information in 

2018: 

  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push


 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed---gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon-27-june-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed---gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon-27-june-2018.pdf


 

In June 2019, a FOI reply by the Scottish Government revealed that over half of all farmed 

salmon tested positive for Piscine Reovirus (PRV). 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in June 2019: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf


A letter to Scottish Ministers in April 2019 cited the Fish Health Inspectorate's Case # 0078 

in March 2018:  

 

-

 
 

Mowi is all too aware of the risks of diseases writing in their Integrated Annual Report 2018 

(March 2019) that "continued disease problems may also attract negative media attention and 

public concerns".  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-disease-surveillance-5-april-2019.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2018-0078-photos.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2018-0078-photos.pdf
http://hugin.info/209/R/2239765/882920.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1110867182035132416


 

Mowi has a raft of reasons to comprehend the risky nature of their salmon farming business.  

Mortality and disease data published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate 

on 20 September 2019 details nearly 2 million mortalities already during 2019 with Pancreas 

Disease, Cardiomyopathy Syndrome, Anaemia and Gill Disease cited.    

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-1-mowi.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation/Mortalityinformation
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation/Mortalityinformation
http://hugin.info/209/R/2239765/882920.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation/Mortalityinformation


 
 

 

More via: Video Nasty: Mowi's Dead Salmon at 'Bay of the Dead Heads' 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/video-nasty-mowis-dead-dying-salmon-.html
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/Mortalityinformation/Mortalityinformation
https://vimeo.com/361870523

