$camon $cotland, 7 September 2022
No Way To Salmon Farm Off Papa Westray
- Islanders fight Scotland’s largest ‘organic’ fish feedlot off the far North of Orkney
- “The local community don't want another farm on their doorstep” warn Scottish Greens
- Canadian-owned Cooke Aquaculture plagued by problems worldwide

Residents on the island of Papa Westray (also known as Papay) in the far North of the Orkney
Islands are fighting until the bitter end to stop Scotland’s largest salmon farm in the pristine
waters off East Moclett in North Sound. Tomorrow (8 September), Orkney Islands Council is
scheduled to vote on Cooke Aquaculture’s monster-sized proposal for a 3,850 tonne ‘organic’
salmon farm with Papa Westray’s 70-strong population vehemently opposed.
Earlier this week (5 September 2022), islanders representing the ‘No East Moclett Group’
mounted a peaceful protest on a beach near where the salmon farm would be located.

Here are more photos of the protest against Cooke Aquaculture’s super-sized ‘organic’ salmon
farm off Papa Westray:

Download high res images online here (please credit ‘No East Moclett Group’)
A delegation from Papa Westray is flying down to Kirkwall (the administrative capital of
Orkney) to voice their opposition at the planning committee meeting tomorrow (the meeting
starts at 2pm and the ‘No East Moclett Group’ have been told that they have only five minutes to
outline the objections of all Papa Westray residents).
Over 100 objections have already flooded into Orkney Islands Council from local residents of
Papa Westray, concerned Orcadians, families with connections to Papa Westray, tourists,
fishermen, twitchers, scientists and politicians – with just a single letter of support. A petition
organized by the Scottish Greens against Cooke Aquaculture’s East Moclett damaging salmon

farm proposal has attracted 138 signatures. Yet a report by Orkney Islands Council’s Corporate
Director of Neighbourhood Services and Infrastructure is recommending approval.
The latest Scottish Government statistics show that salmon farming production in the Orkney
Islands more than trebled from 6,369 tonnes in 2011 to a projected 23,104 tonnes in 2021 –
that’s an increase of 263% in a decade. Canadian-owned Cooke and Norwegian-owned Norskott
Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) – the only two salmon farming operators on Orkney (Orkney
Marine’s plans for two new salmon farms were denied last year) - want to expand yet further
despite already existing welfare problems, infectious diseases and mass mortalities at
neighbouring Westray. ‘Organic’ salmon farming production in Scotland – which is
concentrated on Orkney - quadrupled in terms of production from 3,104 tonnes in 2011 to 12,528
tonnes in 2020 with Cooke listed as operating six salmon farms (Westray, East of Skelwick, Bay
of Holland, South Cava, Hoy and Mill Bay) certified by the Soil Association on Orkney.
BBC Radio Orkney previewed the battle between islanders on Papa Westray (who appear
unanimously opposed to the proposed mega salmon farm) and Canadian giant Cooke
Aquaculture (who have an appalling environmental and disease track record globally) in a
broadcast aired on 24 August (starts at 9 minutes 50 seconds – available online until 20
September).
“I'm objecting to this particular farm at this time because there's already a number of Cooke
Aquaculture farms in the area,” said Ariane Burgess, Green MSP for the Highlands and Islands
who is spearheading a petition against Cooke's expansion plans at East Moclett. “The local
community don't want another one on their doorstep and if local communities don't want large
industrial farms shouldn't that count for more than a company’s wishes to expand in the face of
the fact that we need to be absolutely addressing these environmental issues?”

The Scottish Greens state on their ‘Stop East Moclett Salmon Farm’ petition page:
“Orkney Islands Council will soon decide whether to approve a new salmon farm off Papa
Westray – against the will of many local residents. The tiny island is already penned in by fish
farms on 3 sides; this new farm in East Moclett Sound would make it completely surrounded.

Locals already have to work year-round clearing salmon farm waste and debris from their
beaches and shores. They don’t want to lose their last stretch of shoreline where they can swim
or enjoy the beach without noise and pollution. And they are concerned about the impact on
tourism and visitors who are crucial to their local economy. The proposed farm also puts nature
at risk. Sea currents flow past the site to the nearby Marine Protected Area, putting it at risk from
chemical and faecal waste. It would also likely damage the nearby seagrass meadow which
helps protect against climate change by capturing blue carbon.”
Location of existing Orkney salmon farms:

Catherine Chattington of No East Moclett Group pointed out:

Wendy Elves of No East Moclett Group said:

No East Moclett Group pointed out:

Read No East Moclett Group’s 85-page objection filed with Orkney Islands Council online here
A 55-page report by Orkney Island Council’s Corporate Director for Neighbourhood Services
and Infrastructure – recommending approval of Cooke Aquaculture’s 3,850 tonne ‘organic’
salmon farm off Papa Westray - was published online on 31 August 2022. “On balance the
objections are not of sufficient weight to merit refusal,” stated the report. “Where unacceptable
impacts have been identified, adequate mitigation has been provided. Accordingly, the
application is recommended for approval.”

The OIC report summarized the objections as follows:

In addition to the 100+ objections, the OIC report details a single letter of support:

Amy Liptrot – award-winning author of the book ‘The Outrun’ (currently filming on Papa
Westray with Saoirse Ronan in the lead role) – wrote in her objection to Orkney Islands Council:

“I am writing to object to the proposal of a new fish farm, after it being drawn to my
attention by a number of Papay residents. I think that the significant impact of water pollution,
noise pollution and changes to the visual character of the area outweigh the economic benefits
the development would bring. I have lived on Papay and what drew me to the island was its rich
biodiversity, seabirds, coastal animal and plant species and open seascapes. These things are
rare and precious and why visitors come to the island. Intensive salmon farming runs counter to
the ways the sea should be protected and indeed is legally protected in the Marine Protected Area
very close to this site. The easterly view from the Papay school and shop across to Eday, which I
wrote about in my book The Outrun, is an iconic and beautiful part of life on the island that is
currently unspoiled by industry. I am worried that the community of Papay are being
disregarded as plans for this farm progress.”
Other objections filed with Orkney Islands Council include:
Paul Baker of Papa Westray:
“We are being surrounded by manmade industrial units that are ruining the natural
environment and all living in it, when we should be protecting what we have for future
generations. My children make up 50% of the school numbers and we hope they will carry on
loving Papay for years to come but with the beaches being surrounded and polluted (only
recreational beaches in the south of Papay), where can they play? We already spend the time
picking up rope and pipe. I am asking you to please understand and listen to Papay and any
counsellors to really consider this proposal. Is this need or greed?”
Sophie Chattington of Papa Westray:
“Aside from the obvious aesthetic impact that this project will have on a beautiful part of the
world, as an Ecologist I have major concerns as to the ecological risks of a salmon farm on this

scale. Despite being classed as organic, the farm plans to implement the use of
chemotherapeutics as this is the only currently effective means of de-licing the fish. Among the
planned chemotherapeutic chemicals is Deltamethrin, which has been shown not only to be
accutely toxic to non-target crustaceans such as lobster larvae, but also found to have a large
impact zone around the farm itself, thereby posing a significant risk to lobster, and other
Decapoda organisms, in the surrounding areas of salmon farms (Parsons et al., 2020., Urbina et
al., 2019., Ernst et al.,2014.,).”
Sylvan Jenaer of Papa Westray:
“I am a resident of Papay and object in the strongest terms to this fish farm. It will bring
no benefits to the island and much harm to the environment and marine life. Even the Scottish
Government in its own research papers has stated that the Fish Farm Industry should not be
expanded. This is short-term thinking for financial gain and what's more, for an international
company. What happened to COP22? Do we have to invite David Attenborough to Papay to get
people to see sense?”
Alan and Lynda Sharp of Papa Westray:
“Papay already has 4 fish farms close to its shoreline and this proposed large development of a
5th brings no further economic benefit to Papay and merely brings disproportionate unknown
risks to a sensitive protected environment and the local economy. Further, it is the case that the
existing fish farms close to Papay’s shoreline create significant levels of light and noise pollution
as well as bruck, and these problems are not monitored nor sanctions taken to have the company
address them (a problem noted by the Scottish Government’s expert committee). Given the local
track record, we have no confidence that the operations of the proposed farm would be
adequately monitored and regulated despite being in a much more sensitive location.”
Sarah McKinnon of Kirkwall on Orkney:
“I recently visited the island of Papay Westray and was amazed by the unspoilt and quiet
nature of the island. At night, there is a beautiful clear view of the skies and a salmon farm
would cause continued light pollution. Deep sea salmon farming would ruin the tranquility and
experience of stepping into a different world when people arrive on the island. I believe places
like Papa Westray should be protected for future generations and a salmon farm would harm the
environment and marr the landscape.”
Jade Jones-Elves of Ipswich:
“I strongly object to the proposed plan to install this fish farm. My family are residents of
Papay and the island is a beautiful scenic place. It has already 4 fish farms off its shore.
These already greatly impose on the natural seascape and landscapes of the islands! The fish
farms bring a lot of traffic, pollution and noise to the islands and with them produce a large
amount of sound and light pollution throughout the year. It seems ridiculously absurd to have
the only remaining wild side of the island shattered by these intended plans. The beauty and the
natural landscape of the island in my opinion and in the eyes of many others is of the upmost

importance to uphold, these plans would completely ruin this for residents and visitors to the
island….The pollution this will bring to the surrounding area and to the marine life seems
uncalled for and is a major over sight on the council's and company's behalf. The impact to the
surrounding wild life will be detrimental with the seabed and water quality gravely effected.
This is not a risk worth taking so close to a protected area! We need to protect our remaining
wild zones not callously undermine their importance especially in the world we live in today!”
Jo Koszel of Leeds:
“As a long-standing and frequent visitor to Papay and all of Orkney this proposal for a
fish farming site horrifies me. Further fish farming will harm the precious ecology of your seas
and islands. It is impossible to ignore the practices of commercial fish farming which cause
harm to marine life. As more people become aware of this and the poor standard of food
produced the market for this fish will dwindle. By then your Orkney environment will have been
irrevocably harmed. Your valuable Orkney tourism centre will also suffer. Visitors come to
appreciate your unspoilt views and natural environment. Do not underestimate the loss of
income and jobs that this eyesore of a salmon farm could cause. Knowing that as a Council you
are considering this damaging development does not fill locals or visitors with confidence that
you value Orkney's natural assets. Your stewardship of the natural environment is, to say the
least, questionable. I object most strongly to this proposal.”
Dr Mike Rutterford of Edinburgh:
“Papa Westray is a key island of my family's heritage. The commercial corruption
proposed on 3 kms east of this idyllic island is a travesty. This would create a new island the
same size as Papy Holm. The impact on wildlife will be considerable. Especially on indigenous
fish stocks and seals given sea lice and other diseases. This is an horrendous proposal on this
wonderful Island”.
Rosie Priestman of Sanday on Orkney:
“I object to this fish farm proposal on the grounds that the wonderful coastline of Papay
will become less attractive to visitors and locals alike. This beautiful island with it's superb
coastline should not be spoilt by the ugly intrusion of cages of fish floating in the sea. To allow
this would be shortsighted. Landscape preservation will play an important part in the long term
future of the isles especially in this time when more people are taking their holidays closer to
home which will only increase with the problems associated with global warming and flying
abroad”.
Paul Geiffiths of Papa Westray:
“Assurances that the Vestness salmon farm wouldn't impact impact visually or audibly
were lies as many households on Papa Wesyray have to put up with the lights and often
continual droning noise emanating from it. The abundant mussels and periwinkle along the west
shore around the Ministers Flag havea ll disappeared since the fish farm came. It is an eyesore
and clearly has disrupted the balance of marine life, with none of the shoals of fish being present

any more around the new pier. We don't want further light, noise and marine pollution.
Therefore, this proposed fish farm, so close to marine protected area, should not be allowed to go
ahead”.
Dr Neil Renton of Papa Westray:
“This industrial sized development, with the largest diameter salmon nets used anywhere
in Scotland, located a few hundred meters away from an existing Marine Protection Area, is
unwelcome and a serious threat to our way of life on Papa Westray. It will be resisted by the
community at every stage and this comment is to register my objection as a householder on the
east-side of Papay….The neolithic cairns on the Holm overlooking the development are older
than the pyramids and continue to attract hundreds of visitors, supporting our community shop
and co-op. As we have seen during COVID-19, the shop is not viable financially without tourist
support and this development is direct threat to visitor numbers”.
Laurie Chattington of Papa Westray:
“I object to this planning application for many reasons. It is my family home. I believe if
this fish farm goes ahead it will only have detrimental effects to the community and the people
who call the island home. It is likely to push some people to leave the island for good, which is
so sad, yet easily avoidable. The scenic impact will be horrendous on a currently unspoilt
landscape and seascape. This will unfortunately damage the local tourism industry irrevocably,
something very important to the small community that is always having to diversify in times
where employment and traditional occupations are needing a smaller and smaller workforce.
Currently tourists to the island bring much needed income to the businesses and people who keep
both tourists and locals going year round, absolutely essential for such a small remote
community”.
Olive Carr of Hove:
“I visit Orkney every year because of its beautiful isolated environment, preserved for
years without exploitation and home to beautiful archaeological sites. It is a place of nature and
humbling. I will never come back to Orkney if it is ruined by a corporate farm and I am 100%
sure all other admirers of Orkney will sadly do the same. It is disgusting and will ruin Orkneys'
well-being and beautiful reputation”.
Ian Cursiter of Papa Westray (chair of Papa Westray Community Council):
“We are very disappointed with the fact that as the proposed fish farm is going to be so
near to Papay, we were never consulted on any of this. COVID was used as an excuse for not
coming here, but we could have had a 'Teams' video link meeting at least. There are already four
within site of here and we don't want more. The sheer size of this is very over whelming to the
area, and so near to a historic place, Holm of Papay. This will obviously lead to a lot of
pollution and rubbish. Already we see rubbish from the present cages washing up on our shores.
It’s all very well saying about how this will all be managed, but does anyone really know the
long term effect this will have on the seabed and marine life. With so much talk about climate

change affecting sea life, we can't see this proposal doing anything to help it. We want to keep
the wild life, sea and birds in this area”.
H Owens of Leominster:
“The science relating to the damage intensive fish farming is causing to the natural environment
is becoming clear. This business is disrupting the interconnections between marine species
through physical damage and pollution. It is killing the diversity of Orkney's unique natural
heritage. Bird species numbers are plummeting. With each visit to my family home the
reduction in wildlife becomes more obvious and depressing. Enough is enough”.
Filip Esau from Bremen in Germany:
“As a regular visitor to Papa Westray with family living there (my in-laws), I would like to
hereby extend my objection to the proposed salmon farm at East Moclett, Orkney. The first
time, and every time I am on Papay, I am struck by the raw beauty and remoteness of the island.
This same raw beauty is, I am sure, a key reason for Papay being popular with tourists, for longer
stays and day trips alike, throughout the year. These tourists are not only coming to see Papa
Westray, but to experience the wildlife, birdlife, sea-life, and history that fills this tiny remote
island”.
Saoirse Higgins of Papa Westray:
“As part of the community of Papa Westray I object strongly to this fish farm. The island
relies on and benefits from tourist coming to the island for its beautiful, unspoilt environment.
This fish farm will completely affect this business in the long term, along with disturbing the
surrounding bird and Papay marine protected area habitat. I also object strongly to the process,
which did not consult the islanders, despite the fact that we will be effected directly. Reading the
recommendations from the recent Griggs review on the fish farm industry, he recommends a
social contract with the community. This has not happened. This industrial-sized fish farm is
not wanted beside Papa Westray. There are no benefits for the future of our island or our young
and older island community”.
In her objection to Orkney Islands Council, Lubica Bystricka of Papa Westray challenged
councilors to visit the island to see for themselves:
“Tourism - spoiling the views from Papay and Holm equals sabotaging the sustainability of the
small community in a remote place which highly depends on income from it (how will you
compensate the community annually for the loss of income?). Lacking taking in consideration
opinions, research, facts, lives, knowledge, traditions and hardship of residents of Papay shows
how little to none this corporation truly cares about the environment. It's insensitive, ignorant,
arrogant and lacking any heart & soul; an insult towards the ethos of the community living,
loving and thriving on the remote island, by choice and/or heritage. I therefore challenge this
proposal and all involved parties. And I also invite you to visit and experience our special
place”.

Read all the objections and other planning documents via Orkney Islands Council – online here
The Press & Journal reported (2 September 2022) on the “contentious” salmon farm proposal:
“A planning application for a salmon farm, near Papa Westray, which has attracted dozens of
objections, is to be viewed by Orkney council’s planning committee next week…Among the many
objectors are the Orkney Marine Mammal Research Initiative, Ariane Burgess MSP, Papa
Westray’s No East Moclett Group, and author Amy Liptrot.”
Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland, said:
“Papa Westray is the scene of one of the biggest crimes against nature: where one of the last
Great Auks died a horrible death. Please don’t let disease-ridden salmon farming usher in a new
age of extinction and ecocide. Lice-infested salmon farming – even if it is greenwashed as
‘organic’ by the Soil Association - represents the death-knell for wildlife and a healthy tourist
industry on Orkney. Salmon cages are spreading around the Highlands and Islands like a
malignant cancer and must be eradicated not accelerated. Cooke’s reckless expansion must be
stopped dead in its tracks. If local democracy counts for anything, Orkney Islands Council has
no other choice but to say no to East Moclett salmon farm.”

Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

Notes to Editors:
[1] The ‘Stop East Moclett Salmon Farm’ petition organized by the Scottish Greens reads:

“As you will know, there are already 7 salmon farms locally, 5 in close proximity to Papay.
These are constantly noisy with generators running 24/7, brightly lit all night causing light
pollution, and always busy with boats attending.
This new farm in East Moclett Sound would make the island completely surrounded by fish
farms, and will take away the last remaining pristine seascape vista and shore to which Papay
residents have direct access for recreational activities.
Locals already have to work year-round clearing salmon farm waste and debris from their
beaches and shores. They don’t want to lose their last stretch of shoreline where they can swim
or enjoy the beach without noise and pollution. And they are concerned about the impact on the
local economy, since their main source of income is visitors who come for the peace and quiet,
the dolphins, seals and other wildlife, and the natural beauty – all of which is threatened by the
chemicals, infrastructure, bright lights and constant disturbance from fish farms.
Although the planning application is for an organic fish farm, it clearly includes licensing for
powerful non-organic chemotheraputants: chemicals used to treat the sea lice which tend to
plague farmed salmon. (These have already proved to be a problem at Cooke Aquaculture

Scotland’s other nearby farms, which have not kept within the parameters set out by the Code of
Good Practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture.) These toxic chemicals are deadly to lobster and
crab larvae and shellfish – in an area where local creel fishermen depend on catches of crab and
lobster for their living.
The proposed site is directly in the line of sea currents which flow towards the nearby Marine
Protected Area, designated to conserve the largest colony of Black Guillemot seabirds in Britain;
this could be at risk from effluent from the farm. The same is true of the nearby RSPB Reserve
and Special Protection Area where arctic skua and terns breed and feed. The site is also close to a
newly discovered seagrass meadow, a vitally important habitat for juvenile fish and for capturing
carbon, helping protect against climate change – but waste material from aquaculture has
damaged seagrass populations worldwide.
Locals on Papay say there has already “been a ‘deadening’ of our Western shores due to the
established aquaculture industry impacting the shore and marine wildlife. The abundance of
shellfish and shoals of fish have disappeared not to mention the decline in the numbers of seals.”
I urge you to consider the damage this new fish farm would do to the local community,
livelihoods and nature.”
[2] The latest statistics published in September 2021 by the Scottish Government (a new survey
is expected in September/October 2022) show the rise in salmon farming on Orkney and the
increase in ‘organic’ salmon farming:
Salmon farming production on Orkney has more than trebled from 6,369 tonnes in 2011 to a
projected 23,104 tonnes in 2021 – that’s an increase of 263% in a decade!

Sourced from the latest Scottish Government fish farm survey for 2020 published in September
2021

‘Organic’ salmon farming production in Scotland quadrupled in terms of production from 3,104
tonnes in 2011 to 12,528 tonnes in 2020 but the number of cage sites certified as organic fell
from 10 to 9:

Sourced from the latest Scottish Government fish farm survey for 2020 published in September
2021
Cooke Aquaculture claimed in August 2021 to have 10 ‘organic’ salmon farms certified by the
Soil Association: https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/cooke-aquaculture-scotland-organicsalmon-soil-association/cooke-scotland-unveils-10th-organic-salmon-farm/1198817
The Soil Association refuse to publish a full list of ‘organic’ salmon farms but as of 28 August
2022 Cooke Aquaculture had 16 facilities listed via the ‘Organic Certificate Checker’:
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificatechecker/ (search ‘Cooke’) – including six sea cage salmon farms in the Orkney Islands:

Read more on the ‘organic’ salmon scam via:
Organic Scamon - The Soil Association's List of Shame!
Organic Scamon: Ocado Challenged Over Mowi's 'Responsibly' Farmed Salmon - 100% Bullshit
not 100% Scottish!
Scottish 'Organic' Scamon Leaps 181% - 4,462 tonnes to 12,528 tonnes from 2019 to 2020!
Toxic Salmon Corrodes Soil Association's 'Organic' Principles
Mortality rates on Orkney salmon farms: 71.9% survival (i.e. 28.1% mortality) in 2019 – the
lowest in the last ten years - but 95.4% (i.e. 4.6% mortality in 2020) – the highest in the last ten
years

Sourced from the latest Scottish Government fish farm survey for 2020 published in September
2021

Data published by the Scottish Government shows that Cooke Aquaculture reported 246
‘Mortality Event Reports’ between March 2017 and early August 2022 totaling over 3.4 million
(note that not all mortalities are reported as the industry lobbied successfully that disclosure of
numbers would be ‘commercially damaging’) – here’s the most recent mass mortalities reported
by Cooke Aquaculture including several events at Ouseness off Westray:

Here’s the worst mass mortalities reported by Cooke Aquaculture (all in freshwater hatcheries):

Here’s the worst mass mortality events reported by Cooke Aquaculture on Orkney:

Sourced from the Scottish Government online here (updated 1 August 2022)

Lice infestation on Orkney salmon farms: Cooke dominates the most lice-infested salmon farms
with ‘organic’ South Cava heading the worst sites

Sourced from Scotland’s Aquaculture sea lice database online here

Toxic chemical use on Orkney salmon farms: Cooke dominates the biggest users of the toxic
chemical Emamectin benzoate (shown by peer reviewed science to be lethal to sedimentdwelling organisms)

Only three reported cases of the use of the toxic chemical Azamethiphos (shown by peerreviewed science to be lethal to lobsters) has been reported on Orkney – all in 2021:

Sourced from Scotland’s Aquaculture database online here
Read more via Toxic Scottish Salmon - Chemical Use Doubles Since 2018!
Cooke Aquaculture has also reported the use of the antibiotic Florocol at salmon farms in the
Shetlands and on Orkney:

Data sourced from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Biomass exceedances (i.e. breaches of pollution limits set by SEPA) on Orkney salmon farms:
headed by Cooke Aquaculture’s Vest Ness salmon farm in Papa Sound

Sourced from Scotland’s Aquaculture database online here
Read more via Biomass Breaches - when will SEPA revoke salmon farm licences?
[3] Photos of Cooke Aquaculture’s disease problems on Orkney – sourced from an inspection of
Ouseness salmon farm off Westray in the Orkney Islands in May 2022 - were recently published
by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate:

Read more via: Cooke's Organic Scamon Exposed by Gruesome Photos from Orkney - RSPCA
Assured Ouseness Oozes Welfare Abuse!
Other photos of Cooke Aquaculture’s disease problems in Scotland have been published by the
Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate:

Read more via: Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon

Photos of seals killed illegally by Cooke Aquaculture in Shetland were published in March 2021
(sourced from the Scottish Government via Freedom of Information):

Read more via: Photo Exclusive: Seals 'Executed' by Scottish Salmon
In February 2019, The Sunday Post reported that Cooke Aquaculture was fined £2,000 over the
illegal killing of seals in Shetland.

Read more via: Could 2019 see the end of seal shooting in the name of farmed salmon stocks?

[4] A report published by Seafood Watch in December 2021 awarded Scotland a ‘red’ (avoid)
rating – the lowest in the world – but assessed the Orkney region as ‘yellow’ (good alternative):

Read more via:
Red Alert for Scottish Salmon: "Avoid" rating from Seafood Watch due to chemicals, diseases &
escapes!
Officially The Worst in the World: Scottish Salmon from the Western Isles!!!
[5] Background on Cooke Aquaculture’s global problems can be found in a new book published
in July 2022: “Salmon Wars: The Dark Underbelly of Our Favorite Fish” (authored by a Pulitzer
Prize-winning correspondent and a former private investigator).
Read more via: Too Many Cookes - community resistance on Orkney spoils super-sized salmon
plan off Papa Westray

[6] Here’s the biggest salmon farms in Scotland (according to the latest data published by the
Scottish Environment Protection Agency via ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’):

The latest Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey 2020 (published by the Scottish Government in
September 2021) illustrates the growing trend towards bigger salmon farms:

The Sunday Herald warned about super-sized salmon farms off Orkney and Shetland in 2017:
“Outrage over secret plans to base world's biggest salmon farm in Scotland”
Read more via:
Super-sized Scottish Salmon - 8,000 tonnes of trouble on the horizon!
Recipe for Ruin - SEPA Lifts Limits on Salmon Farms
Sunday Herald: "Plans to scrap fish farm limits slammed"

