
 
Finlay Carson MSP 

Convenor of the Rural Affairs, Islands and Natural Environment Committee 

The Scottish Parliament  

Edinburgh  

EH99 1SP 

          30 September 2022 

Dear RAINE Committee Convenor, 

 

Mortalities on Disease-Ridden Salmon Farms:  

22 million in sea cages (plus another 26 million in freshwater) in 2021? 

 

Further to Edward Mountain’s letter to the RAINE Committee dated 6 September 2022, $camon 

$cotland supports the call for further scrutiny of the salmon farming sector.  Suffice to say that 

the escalating problem of mortalities on disease-ridden salmon farms is a burning issue which 

warrants urgent investigation by the Scottish Parliament.   

 

One suggestion – in order to gauge the true scale of the mortality problem and to shame the 

industry into taking immediate action - is to force the salmon farming industry to publish 

mortality numbers (something which the industry lobbied against back in 2013 when it argued 

that disclosure would be ‘commercially damaging’).  If you use basic Math ratios sourced from 

the data published for 2010 to 2012, you can estimate mortality numbers since then and it is not 

difficult to see why the salmon farming industry do not want the data disclosed to the public:       

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/letter-to-scottish-parliament-re-farmed-salmon-mortalities-increasing-at-an-alarming-rate-from-forme.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/10/scottish-watchdog-labelled-lapdog-after-agreeing-to-keep-fish-farm-deaths-secret.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/10/scottish-watchdog-labelled-lapdog-after-agreeing-to-keep-fish-farm-deaths-secret.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/02/farmed-salmon-killed-by-disease-leaps-to-85-million.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/13-million-dead-scottish-salmon-per-year-more-like-20-million-.html


The 13 million farmed salmon reported by The Herald On Sunday (25 September 2022) 

therefore represents a conservative underestimate with the real figure maybe as high as 22 

million mortalities in the sea phase of production.   Moreover, the mortality data presented above 

does not even include mortalities in freshwater (in both hatcheries and smolt farms).   All 

mortalities – at every stage of salmon farming production – should be recorded and published.    

 

The second suggestion by $camon $cotland is to investigate the whole life cycle of salmon 

farming – from hatch as eggs to ‘catch’ in the sea.  Data published by the Scottish Government – 

sourced from the latest ‘Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey 2020’ published in September 

2021 (the 2021 survey will be published by the Scottish Government on 27 October 2022) – 

details over 20 million mortalities in freshwater hatcheries and smolt farms per year (for 

example, in 2020 there were 78.6 million ova laid down to hatch but only 52.5 million smolts put 

to sea and 50.5 million smolts produced):   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/herald-on-sunday-inquiry-into-salmon-farming-demanded-after-sickening-levels-of-fish-deaths-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/documents/


To illustrate the scale of the mortality problem in freshwater hatcheries, the RAINE Committee 

is encouraged to view ‘Case Information’ published by the Scottish Government and ‘Mortality 

Information’ published by the Scottish Government.  For example, ‘Case Information’ for May 

2022 (Case 202200166) details over 2 million mortalities at Mowi’s Inchmore hatchery in a three 

month period with a mortality rate ranging from 19.22% to 35.97%: 

 

 
 

‘Mortality Information’ published by the Scottish Government (which does not capture all morts 

– only mortalities above a certain threshold are reported) illustrates the scale of the mortality 

problem.  Here’s the Top 50 (i.e. most/worst) ‘Mortality Event Reports’ reported to the Scottish 

Government since January 2017: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


 
 

A recent analysis of the ‘Mortality Event Reports’ published by the Scottish Government since 

January 2017 by $camon $cotland reveals: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


 

  

 
 

Finally, an investigation into why some salmon farming companies and particular sites 

experience exceptionally high mortality whilst others report much lower mortalities is suggested.   

It is clear from a recent analysis by $camon $cotland (sourced from mortality data published by 

Salmon Scotland, the Scottish Government and SEPA) that Bakkafrost Scotland/The Scottish 

Salmon Company is an outlier in terms of mortalities: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html


 
 

Further background on this alarming issue is detailed via:  

 

Death Deflation: 13 Million Morts On Scottish Salmon Farms in 2021 - More Like 22 Million 

(& maybe 50 million if you add freshwater)! 

 

Media Backgrounder: Year of the Dead Salmon - Bakkafrost Scotland is the King of Death!  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch)  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/13-million-dead-scottish-salmon-per-year-more-like-20-million-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/13-million-dead-scottish-salmon-per-year-more-like-20-million-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html

