
 
The Scottish Government 

St. Andrew's House 

Regent Road 

Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG 

9 February 2022 

Dear Scottish Ministers, 

 

Please Close the Border to Imports of Salmon Ova, Parr & Smolts!  
 

Further to our letter dated 2 December 2021, Scamon Scotland (formerly called Scottish Salmon 

Watch) reiterates the call to ban imports of ova (salmon eggs), parr and smolts from Iceland, 

Norway, Ireland and any other countries due to unacceptable disease and genetic risks.   

 

The health and genetic integrity of ‘Scottish’ salmon is clearly being threatened by imports of 

ova, parr and smolts flooding into Scotland.  The Scottish Government’s failure to screen 

imports is the antithesis of the precautionary principle.   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re-isa-in-iceland-2-december-2021.pdf
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-please-close-the-border-to-imports-of-salmon-ova-parr-smolts-.html


Scamon Scotland reported today (9 February 2022) how millions of ova were still being 

imported from Iceland (where ISA was reported in November 2021 and farmed salmon 

slaughtered in December 2021) for on-growing in Scotland – including via Landcatch’s Ormsary 

Hatchery (where ISA was also reported in November 2021): 

 

 
 

 

Scamon Scotland reported yesterday (8 February 2022) how 848,000 salmon parr from Ireland 

were imported to Loch Ness and Loch Damph to be on-grown into ‘organic’ salmon by Mowi 

Scotland and by Torridon Smolts (understood to supply The Scottish Salmon Company): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/iceland-still-importing-ova-to-scottish-salmon-farms-despite-disease-risks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/iceland-slaughters-isa-infected-salmon-is-scotland-next-in-the-firing-line.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/iceland-slaughters-isa-infected-salmon-is-scotland-next-in-the-firing-line.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/infectious-salmon-anaemia-reported-at-landcatchs-ormsary-hatchery-in-november-was-isa-imported-via-i.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/mowis-100-scottish-salmon-imported-from-ireland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/iceland-still-importing-ova-to-scottish-salmon-farms-despite-disease-risks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b02942f97c596200c-pi


Scottish Salmon Watch reported last month (14 January 2022) that millions of ova (as well as 

582,000 smolts) were being imported into Scotland without disease screening.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Scottish Government (16 January 2022) asking for the test 

results from all the ova tested for a "plethora of diseases" (as claimed by Jarl van den Berg at 

Hendrix Genetics UK):  

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sun, Jan 16, 2022 at 9:16 AM 

Subject: Testing of ALL ova for a "plethora of diseases" claims Landcatch - is this true? 

To: <scottish.ministers@gov.scot>, <CEU@gov.scot> 

Cc: Louise Curtis <louise.curtis@hendrix-genetics.com>, <info@hendrix-genetics.com>, 

<Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

  

Further to previous correspondence on the issue of ova imports and testing for infectious 

diseases, Scottish Salmon Watch is perplexed by a statement by the general manager of Hendrix 

Genetics UK (Jarl van den Berg) in this week's Argyllshire Advertiser; namely: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/front-page-splash-on-isa-at-landcatch-in-the-argyllshire-advertiser-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re-isa-in-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re-isa-in-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html


 
  

Mr van den Berg's claims that all ova are tested for a plethora of diseases is not backed up by the 

published evidence via the Fish Health Inspectorate's 'Case Information; for example.  Here's 

details of an inspection report of 5 million ova at Landcatch's Ormsary Hatchery 'inspected' in 

January 2018 (Case 2018-0013, p73-81) with the admission in a letter from Marine Scotland 

Science dated 19 January 2018 that "no samples were taken for disease analysis": 

  

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2018/documents/january---march-2018/cases-20180003-20180060/cases-20180003-20180060/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20180003-20180060.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/front-page-splash-on-isa-at-landcatch-in-the-argyllshire-advertiser-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/front-page-splash-on-isa-at-landcatch-in-the-argyllshire-advertiser-.html


Note that a Freedom of Information reply from the Scottish Government in April 2020 revealed 

an abject lack of testing of viruses, pathogens and infectious diseases: 

  

 
  

Moreover, earlier this week on 10 January 2022 the Scottish Government once again confirmed 

the lack of testing of ova for infectious diseases, viruses and pathogens: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-foi-reply-from-sg-2-april-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-foi-reply-from-sg-2-april-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-foi-reply-from-sg-2-april-2020.pdf


Scamon Scotland notes that a FOI reply from the Scottish Government dated 10 January 2022 

also includes further admissions on the lack of disease risk assessments and quarantine measures: 

 

 

 
 

 

And:  

 

  

 

And: 

 

 
 

 

The issue of cleaner fish was raised in a letter from Scamon Scotland sent to Scottish Ministers 

last week (1 February 2022). 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022-letter.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-please-come-clean-on-the-dirty-trade-in-wrasse-lumpfish-by-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-please-come-clean-on-the-dirty-trade-in-wrasse-lumpfish-by-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022-letter.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022-letter.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022-letter.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022-letter.pdf


Scottish Salmon Watch’s letter to the Scottish Government dated 2 December 2021 included: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re-isa-in-iceland-2-december-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re-isa-in-iceland-2-december-2021.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1465333058505265157


Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Scottish Ministers in August 2020 calling for a ban on imported 

ova and testing of hatcheries and farms for infectious diseases, viruses and pathogens.    

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-government-re-isa-disease-testing-26-aug-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-government-re-isa-disease-testing-26-aug-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/norwegian-salmon-ova-slip-back-into-scotland-as-infectious-salmon-anaemia-plagues-salmon-farms-in-no.html


Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Scottish Ministers in February 2020: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-bio-security-protocols-safety-precautions-re-ova-imports.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-bio-security-protocols-safety-precautions-re-ova-imports.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-bio-security-protocols-safety-precautions-re-ova-imports.html


A letter from the Scottish Government dated 25 March 2020 detailed: 

 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-reply-from-sg-25-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-reply-from-sg-25-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-reply-from-sg-25-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-reply-from-sg-25-march-2020.pdf


Scamon Scotland therefore asks the Scottish Government (please consider this a formal FOI 

request) to provide information since 1 January 2020 on:  

 

- notifications by importers or consignees of ova, parr, smolts and any other salmon products to 

the Fish Health Inspectorate under the Trade in Animals and Related Products (Scotland) 

regulations 2012 

 

-  refusals and any other correspondence in relation to cases where “the consignment fails to 

meet the health standards” 

 

- authorizations to farm (under the 2009 Regulations, Aquaculture Production Businesses) 

“where it is considered that the operation of the business will not lead to an unacceptable risk of 

spreading disease” including the “specific conditions of operation” and “the requirement for the 

business to follow good bio-security practice” 

 

- Biosecurity Measures Plans for salmon farms and hatcheries which may detail “disinfection of 

ova to reduce the risks from horizontal transmission of pathogens and disease” and “the initial 

isolation of new stocks brought on site as a precautionary disease control measure” 

 

 

Secondly, as cited in the FOI reply from the Scottish Government dated 10 January 2022 could 

you please provide information since 1 January 2020 on “internal discussions” concerning 

disease risks in Iceland, Norway, Ireland and any other countries in relation to salmon farming.   

 

This would include emails, letters and any other correspondence with officials in Iceland, 

Norway, Ireland and any other countries in relation to information and assurances “over any risk 

posed to Scotland from this trade”.   

 

Please include any information confirming the location of the outbreak in Iceland, the actions 

taken in Iceland, the epidemiological separation of the positive site to those sites exporting 

aquatic animals, as well as confirmation of the disease free status of exporting sites. 

 

Please include correspondence with Icelandic officials, EFTA and any other parties that “resulted 

in the conclusion that trade with appropriate certification could continue as it would not pose a 

significant risk to the introduction of ISAv into Scotland”.   

 

Please include any Cabinet Briefings on ISA in Iceland and any disease risks posed to Scotland.   

 

Please deal with request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request.    
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022-letter.pdf


Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scamon Scotland  
 

 

 

 

https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/

