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Dear Sir/Madam,  

 

Please Stop Certifying Scottish Salmon as "Responsibly Farmed"! 

 

In view of the alarming death rates on salmon farms across Scotland how can RSPCA Assured 

and the Aquaculture Stewardship Council continue to profiteer from welfare abuse, unnecessary 

suffering and mass mortalities on fish feedlots?   Please end torture and cruelty on salmon farms 

in Scotland and stop certifying Scottish salmon as “responsibly farmed/sourced”. 

 

 



By certifying Scottish salmon as ‘farmed responsibly’, the credibility of both the RSPCA and the 

ASC is at stake.  New mortality data published last week (6 October 2022) by the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate should be required reading for the greenwashers 

responsible for certifying Scottish salmon as “responsible” via RSPCA Assured and the ASC.   

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html


 

 
 

 

If you rank the salmon farms by # of ‘Mortality Event Reports’ rather than # of total mortalities 

(as above), sea cage salmon farms become more prominent (hatcheries experience fewer but 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html


bigger mortalities by number) – including at ASC-certified Mowi salmon farms at Ardintoul, 

Grey Horse Channel, Caolas a Deas, Rum and Grey Horse Channel Outer (Greanem): 

 

 
 

 

https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/


 
 

 
 

Read more via:  Named & Shamed: The Most Deadly Salmon Farms in Scotland (as 

greenwashed as "responsible" via RSPCA Assured & the ASC)! 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html


If you pick out ASC-certified salmon farms – including farms currently being audited with a 

view to ASC-certification – the devastating death rates are stomach-churning not appetising:   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/abominable-salmon-certification-the-aquaculture-stewardship-council-is-sponsoring-death-in-scotland.html


Note that the RSPCA has long refused to publish a list of all salmon farms certified via RSPCA 

Assured but it seems that the vast majority are now accredited.   Fish Farmer reported in March 

2021: “All Scottish salmon farmers are now signed up to the RSPCA Assured accreditation 

scheme apart from Organic Sea Harvest, which adheres to organic standards through the Soil 

Association”.    

 

 
 

The Sunday Times reported in February 2020 that: “The RSPCA has revealed it was paid more 

than £500,000 by Scottish salmon farmers for membership of an ethical food scheme.  The 

charity admitted the money was received this year from 150 farms – about 60% of the industry – 

who have signed up to RSPCA Assured”.  In fact, the latest data published by the Scottish 

Government in September 2021 reported that of 232 registered salmon farms in Scotland in 2020 

only 131 were active (i.e. 101 reported zero production) suggesting a much higher percentage 

accredited via RSPCA Assured (data for 2021 will be published by the Scottish Government on 

27 October 2022).   

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-salmon/scottish-salmon-farmers-urge-auditors-to-make-surprise-site-inspections/1360930
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/compassion-in-world-farming-rspca-assured-salmon/scottish-salmon-farmers-urge-auditors-to-make-surprise-site-inspections/1360930
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/09/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-20202/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/govscot:document/scottish-fis
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/09/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-20202/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/govscot:document/scottish-fis
https://www.gov.scot/collections/scottish-fish-farm-production-surveys/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/scottish-fish-farm-production-surveys/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html


Data published earlier this month by Salmon Scotland adds weight to the alarming increase in 

mortality rates on salmon farms across Scotland – with RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified 

salmon farms failing to escape the kiss of death: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/death-rates-soar-at-salmon-farms-according-to-data-published-by-salmon-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/death-rates-soar-at-salmon-farms-according-to-data-published-by-salmon-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/death-rates-soar-at-salmon-farms-according-to-data-published-by-salmon-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/death-rates-soar-at-salmon-farms-according-to-data-published-by-salmon-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/death-rates-soar-at-salmon-farms-according-to-data-published-by-salmon-scotland.html


Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for June and July 2022 highlighted shocking levels 

of mortalities at RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified salmon farms:   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/fake-news-over-50-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-farms-how-can-supermarkets-advertise-it.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/fake-news-over-50-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-farms-how-can-supermarkets-advertise-it.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/fake-news-over-50-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-farms-how-can-supermarkets-advertise-it.html


How on earth can rampant mortality and abject cruelty be condoned as “responsible” and 

marketed by retailers to consumers as “responsibly sourced” and ‘farmed responsibly’? 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/sustainable-seafood-scam-exposed-how-supermarkets-certify-themselves-as-responsible-via-client-earth.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/irresponsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-complaints-filed-vs-supermarkets-with-advertising-trading-stand.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1568182705224826881
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1568182705224826881


$camon $cotland wrote to the Scottish Parliament last month (30 September 2022) raising the 

issue of the alarming increase in mortalities on salmon farms. 

 

 
 

Last month (26 September 2022), $camon $cotland summarised the shocking nature of mass 

mortalities on salmon farms in Scotland – with ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured salmon farms 

named and shamed amongst some of the worst death rates over the last year.     

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-sp-rural-affairs-committee-30-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/13-million-dead-scottish-salmon-per-year-more-like-20-million-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html


Data published monthly by Salmon Scotland (sourced from reports submitted by salmon farming 

companies) reveals that salmon farming companies accredited via RSPCA Assured and salmon 

farms certified via the ASC have reported unacceptably high mortality rates since 2018: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


The mortality data published by Salmon Scotland reveals that Bakkafrost Scotland (formerly 

known as The Scottish Salmon Company) – a company certified via RSPCA Assured – has 

reported mortality rates in excess of 80% (Bakkafrost’s Sgier Dughall and Glenan Bay salmon 

farms are currently being audited by the ASC even though mortality is 32% and 33.6% 

respectively):   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


The mortality data published by Salmon Scotland reveals mortality rates at RSPCA Asssured 

Mowi – including 55.9% at ASC-certified Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer); 50% at ASC-

certified Camas Glas, 44.2% at ASC-certified Grey Horse Channel, 39.2% at ASC-certified Loch 

Alsh, 36.8% at ASC-certified Stulaigh and 34.8% at ASC-certified MacLean’s Nose:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/05/10-million-morts-at-rspca-assured-mowi-since-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/05/10-million-morts-at-rspca-assured-mowi-since-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


The mortality data published by Salmon Scotland reveals irresponsibly high mortality rates at 

RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms including 40.9% at Nevis C (a site currently being audited 

by the ASC) and 32.1% at Toyness (a site where the ASC recently did not award certification):  

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://scottishseafarms.com/sustainability/dashboard/fish-welfare/#stats
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/07/scottish-sea-farms-is-a-sham-scam-consumer-con-dont-buy-rspca-assured-salmon.html


The mortality data published by Salmon Scotland reveals mortality rates in excess of 75% at 

RSPCA Assured Grieg Seafood (bought in December 2021 by Scottish Sea Farms):  

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://scottishseafarms.com/news/cma-gives-green-light-to-scottish-sea-farms-acquisition-of-grieg-seafood-hjaltland-uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://vimeo.com/441109948


The mortality data published by Salmon Scotland reveals unacceptably high mortality rates at 

RSPCA Assured Wester Ross Fisheries (bought by Mowi in July 2022) and RSPCA Assured 

Loch Duart: 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://www.wrs.co.uk/unique-approach
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/mowi-takes-control-of-scottish-salmon-farmer-wester-ross/2-1-1253253
https://lochduart.com/
https://lochduart.com/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf


The mortality data published by Salmon Scotland reveals mortality rates at RSPCA Assured 

Cooke Aquaculture – a company which has focussed more on ‘organic’ certification via the Soil 

Association – of nearly 50%:  

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/our-salmon/
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/our-salmon/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/cookes-organic-scamon-exposed-by-gruesome-photos-from-orkney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/cookes-organic-scamon-exposed-by-gruesome-photos-from-orkney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-september-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/cookes-organic-scamon-exposed-by-gruesome-photos-from-orkney-.html


The Scotland’s Aquaculture database – sourced from monthly returns submitted by salmon 

farming companies to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency – also makes for grim 

reading for ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured salmon farms.  Here’s the worst salmon farms 

judged by the weight of mortalities since January 2019 (data up to December 2021 – 2022 is still 

not published) – featuring ASC-certified Stulaigh, Rum, Camus Glas and Carradale: 

 

 
 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/rspca-compromised-by-cash-industry-bias.html


ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured salmon farms also feature badly in terms of biomass 

exceedances (i.e. breaches of pollution limits) reported to SEPA via Scotland’s Aquaculture 

since January 2019 – with ASC-certified Colonsay, Grey Horse Channel, Gorsten, Marulaig Bay, 

Rum, Carradale and MacLeans Nose featuring prominently along with Muck, Ornish and 

Scalpay (currently undergoing ASC initial audit):  

 

 
 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://vimeo.com/301802762
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/open-letter-to-the-asc-please-cancel-all-certification-of-toxic-scottish-salmon-.html


The use of toxic chemicals since January 2019 (sourced from data submitted by companies to 

SEPA) is also headed by ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured salmon farms – here’s the biggest 

users of the shellfish-killing chemical Deltamethrin (shown by peer-reviewed science to be lethal 

to lobsters up to 39km away from salmon farms) which are once again dominated by ASC-

certified salmon farms (Portnalong is also known as Harport – an ASC-certified salmon farm 

along with Colonsay, Rum, MacLeans Nose, Grey Horse Channel, Grey Horse Channel 

Outer/Greanem, Duich and Ornish):  

 

 
 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/mowis-host-with-the-mosttoxic-chemicals-antibiotics-as-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-via-the-asc-.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451


The toxic picture is the same with the use of the organophosphate Azamethiphos – another 

lobster-killing chemical.  Here’s the biggest users of Azamethiphos since January 2019 (data 

sourced from SEPA) – dominated by RSPCA Assured Mowi and ASC-certified sites including 

MacLeans Nose, Groatay, Rum, Stulaigh, Grey Horse Channel, Grey Horse Channel 

Outer/Greanem and Ardintoul: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/toxic-scottish-salmon-exposed-deltamethrin-azamethiphos-emamectin-benzoate-use-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/mowis-host-with-the-mosttoxic-chemicals-antibiotics-as-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-via-the-asc-.html


RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified salmon farms also dominate the heaviest users of Emamectin 

benzoate (another shellfish-killing chemical which SEPA wanted to ban in 2017 but lobbying by 

salmon farming and chemical companies means that it is still used):  

 

 
 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969719309428
https://theferret.scot/fish-farming-industry-emamectin/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farming-industry-emamectin/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/toxic-scottish-salmon-exposed-deltamethrin-azamethiphos-emamectin-benzoate-use-.html


The use of antibiotics at RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified salmon farms also raises alarm 

bells.  $camon $cotland published damning data on rising use of Florfenicol and Oxytetracycline 

in February 2022 (sourced from a Freedom of Information disclosure by SEPA) – with ASC-

certified Duich, Noster, Linnhe (Ardgour) and Seaforth (currently being audited by the ASC) 

heading the list of shame:  

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/drug-addict-alert-scottish-salmons-fifty-fold-increase-in-antibiotics-since-2016.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/drug-addict-alert-scottish-salmons-fifty-fold-increase-in-antibiotics-since-2016.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-antibiotics-foi-disclosure-sepa-10-february-2022-issued-on-27-feb-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-antibiotics-foi-disclosure-sepa-10-february-2022-issued-on-27-feb-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-antibiotics-foi-disclosure-sepa-10-february-2022-issued-on-27-feb-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/drug-addict-alert-scottish-salmons-fifty-fold-increase-in-antibiotics-since-2016.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/mowis-host-with-the-mosttoxic-chemicals-antibiotics-as-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-via-the-asc-.html


Lice infestation is also hitting ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured salmon farms across Scotland 

– here’s the lousiest salmon farms (i.e. most lice infested) as sourced from data published by the 

Scottish Government with RSPCA Assured Loch Duart and ASC-certified Mowi salmon farms 

at Caolas A Deas, Grey Horse Channel Outer/Greanem and Harport featuring prominently:  

 

 

 

https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58


Shocking photos of farmed salmon suffering from welfare abuse following lice infestation and 

infectious diseases at Mowi’s RSPCA Assured North Shore salmon farm in Loch Erisort were 

published in 2020 by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html


Last month (28 September 2022), $camon $cotland published a dossier of photos exposing 

welfare abuse on RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified salmon farms across Scotland. 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/photos-update-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/photos-update-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/photos-update-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/photos-update-.html


Given the gruesome nature of the photos – taken by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate during visits to salmon farms – it is not surprising that lawyers acting for RSPCA 

Assured Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company (renamed Bakkafrost Scotland 

in June 2022) as well as RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified Mowi attempted to block disclosure.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/mowis-host-with-the-mosttoxic-chemicals-antibiotics-as-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-via-the-asc-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
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This letter is not the first time the RSPCA or the ASC have been criticised for greenwashing 

Scottish salmon.  Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the RSPCA in February 2020 calling for an 

end to the certification of Scottish salmon via RSPCA Assured. 

 

 
 

“Open cage salmon farming is fraught with very serious issues and clearly needs 

reform/regulation/cessation,” Tweeted Chris Packham in February 2020. “I will liaise with the 

RSPCA to work urgently towards a renewed position from their point of view.  I’m on it!” 
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In February 2020, The Sunday Times blew the whistle on the £500,000+ per year contributed by 

salmon farmers in Scotland to the RSPCA via the RSPCA Assured certification scheme. 

 

 
 

In July 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch exposed the continued corruption and collusion involved in 

the certification of Scottish salmon via RSPCA Assured.   
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During COP26 in Glasgow in November 2021, Chris Packham told BBC Scotland News that 

Scotland should “get rid of highly polluting, nasty salmon farms”.   

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the ASC in January 2022 calling for an end to the certification 

of Scottish salmon as “farmed responsibly”. 
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In August 2022, $camon $cotland exposed the sham of ASC-certification which condones a 

mortality rate in excess of 50%.   

 

 
 

 

In August 2022, $camon $cotland published photos of welfare abuse and disease at Mowi’s 

RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified salmon in Loch Linnhe (sourced from an inspection by the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate):  
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BBC Countryfile exposed the issue of mass mortalities on salmon farms certified via RSPCA 

Assured and the ASC in December 2020 when video footage of welfare abuse and lice 

infestation at Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Creran was broadcast. 
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The CEO of the ASC, Chris Ninnes, claimed on BBC Countryfile in December 2020 that 10% 

mortality on a salmon farm would rule out ASC-certification (practically ruling out the vast 

majority of salmon farms!). 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in December 2020: 
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Delve deeper down into stinking cess-pit of RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified mass mortalities 

and it is enough to make you vomit and swear never to eat Scottish salmon ever again:  

 

 
 

If the video evidence is not enough to convince you then maybe the RSPCA and ASC should 

take a closer look at the mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate which reveals over 10 million mortalities at RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified 

Mowi since 2019 (data reported by Mowi itself and not even complete due to lobbying from the 

industry that disclosure of mortality numbers would be commercially damaging).   
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Mowi's Ardintoul salmon farm - accredited by the ASC on 20 April 2022 - has filed 35 

'Mortality Event Reports' totally 568,886 dead salmon since March 2016 (data up to early 

September 2022 as sourced from the Scottish Government).  ‘Mortality Event Reports’ reported 

by RSPCA Assured Mowi detail the use of antibiotics, toxic chemicals, infectious diseases and 

moribund fish at Ardintoul salmon farm: 

 

 

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi's disease-ridden salmon farm at Ardintoul in Loch 

Alsh 'Special Area of Conservation' in November 2019 - following a tip-off from a 

whistleblower - we discovered bins full of dead RSPCA Assured salmon.    
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The disease-ridden nature of Mowi’s RSPCA Assured (and now ASC-certified) salmon farm at 

Ardintoul was confirmed via an inspection report published by the Scottish Government in early 

2020 which also reported that medicine and movement records were “inadequately maintained”: 
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Other RSPCA Asssured and ASC-certified salmon farms operated by Mowi have reported 

alarming levels of mass mortalities, use of antibiotics and infectious diseases.  Here’s recent 

‘Mortality Event Reports’ published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 6 

October 2022 (Stulaigh was certified by the ASC in January 2021; Rum was certified by the 

ASC in September 2021; Lochalsh/Sron was certified by the ASC in March 2022; and Seaforth 

is undergoing an intial ASC audit):  
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Other RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified Mowi salmon farms such as Greanem (Grey Horse 

Channel Outer) are reporting mortality rates in excess of 50% - with ASC-certified Ardintoul and 

ASC-certified Loch Alsh reporting 27% and 22% mortality respectively.   
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Lice infestation at Mowi’s ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured Grey Horse Channel Outer 

(Greanem) salmon farm was the highest of any salmon farm in Scotland in 2022 (according to 

data published online by the Scottish Government via Scotland’s Aquaculture): 

 

 
 

There has been increased public scrutiny on the credibility of RSPCA Assured salmon farms – 

and mortality rates in particular – since 2017 with the publication of a damning report by Salmon 

& Trout Conservation (since renamed WildFish):  
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The Sunday Times reported in July 2017:  
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In August 2018, OneKind published a damning report detailing welfare abuse on salmon farms 

in Scotland – with RSPCA Assured salmon farming companies and RSPCA Assured salmon 

farms heading the list of shame: 
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The OneKind report dated August 2018 named ASC-certified and RSPCA Assured MacLeans 

Nose salmon farm as the second worst for mortality in 2017:  
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Secret filming inside salmon farms since 2018 has lifted the lid further on the welfare nightmare 

of salmon farming (including mass mortalities of cleaner fish). 

 

 
 

In February 2022, $camon $cotland lifted the lid on mass mortalities of cleaner fish via ‘Case 

Information’ sourced from the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate – with RSPCA 

Assured Mowi leading the way in terms of welfare abuse:  
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Secret filming inside salmon cages owned by RSPCA Mowi at ‘Bay of the Dead Heads’ (Bagh 

Dail Nan Cean) in the Sound of Jura in July 2019 led to the Animal and Plant Health Agency 

warning Mowi for breaches of welfare laws in relation to cleaner fish: 

 

 
 

The Sunday National/Ferret reported in November 2019:  
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Here is the letter from APHA to RSPCA Assured Mowi in September 2019 (obtained via FOI):  
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In view of such unnecessary suffering and breach of welfare laws, why did R$PCA A$$ured not 

withdraw certification?   Or did the RSPCA take action against Mowi but failed to inform the 

public? 

 

 
 

 

$camon $cotland understands that RSPCA Assured warned Scottish Sea Farms for failing to 

report the use of toxic chemicals in breach of SEPA’s regulations and the RSPCA’s welfare 

standards.  The Ferret reported in December 2021: 

 

 
 

 

To which level do mass mortalities have to rise before being in breach of RSPCA Assured’s 

‘membership agreement’?   
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From the photographic evidence sourced from inspections carried out by the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate it would seem painfully clear that RSPCA Assured 

salmon farms are systematically breaching welfare laws.   
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Criticism of the ASC – dubbed ‘The Abominable Salmon Council’ – has been less than the 

RSPCA but in view of the recent wave of salmon feedlots in Scotland certified as “farmed 

responsibly” the ASC is attracting increasing scrutiny.  Scottish Salmon Watch reported in July 

2019 that only one salmon farm in Scotland (Mowi’s Loch Leven) was certified by the ASC out 

of 282 salmon farms worldwide.  Now – as of 13 October 2022 – there are 27 salmon farms 

certified by the ASC in Scotland: 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/abominable-salmon-council---buyer-beware-april-2012.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/asc-certified-shellfish-killers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/asc-certified-shellfish-killers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/asc-certified-shellfish-killers-.html
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/


 

 

https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/


 

 
 

In addition to the 27 salmon farms already certified by the ASC there are: 
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And a further 14 salmon farms undergoing an initial audit: 
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Fish Farmer reported in July 2022: 

 

 
 

The trade press has been more coy in failing to report how some salmon farms have had their 

ASC certification cancelled.   
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Contrasted with the ASC’s transparency in publishing a public register, here’s a current list of all 

RSPCA Assured salmon farms (as NOT provided by the RSPCA’s executive team, RSPCA’s 

board of trustees or the RSPCA’s patrons, vice-presidents and celebrity supporters): 
 

 
 

Why is the RSPCA so reluctant to name which salmon farms are certified via RSPCA Assured?  

Surely the public has a right to know the full extent of the RSPCA’s industry capture, co-option 

and corruption? 
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Instead of raking in millions of pounds in $almoney and branding the publication of photos of 

disease-ridden as “irresponsible” (as RSPCA Assured Mowi has claimed), surely RSPCA 

Assured and the ASC should brand Scottish salmon as ‘irresponsibly sourced’? 
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Despite Mowi’s appalling track record, supermarkets such as Sainsbury’s market Mowi's salmon 

farms in Loch Alsh as “responsibly sourced” (a deceptive claim that $camon Scotland has filed 

complaints against in November 2021 and May 2022):  
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in December 2021: 
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The fact is that the ASC – and RSPCA Assured - have shamelessly watered down standards to 

accommodate disease-ridden salmon farming.   

 

 
 

As I reported back in April 2012: 
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How the ASC was spawned a decade ago via a devilish deal involving WWF and Marine 

Harvest (renamed Mowi in 2019 after their CEO admitted there was “negative consumer 

perception” in the name Marine Harvest) is a story of corporate greed and greenwashing. 
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Thankfully, secret filming inside salmon farms by Compassion in World Farming in late 2020 

served to ground-truth the greenwashing and welfare-washing of Scottish salmon and alerted the 

wider public to the ugly face of this environmentally bankrupt and morally repugnant industry.   
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The role of the RSPCA – via RSPCA Assured – in supporting systemic welfare abuse in return 

for commercial gain is a nauseating tale which still needs to be fully reported.   
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in April 2021: 

 

 
 

In April 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Secretary of State raising the issue of welfare 

abuse inside RSPCA Assured salmon farms in Scotland. 
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In May 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch exposed how the RSPCA’s salmon standards have allowed 

the mass murder of millions of RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon.   
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How many more millions RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified Scottish salmon need to die before 

the welfare nightmare of salmon farming in Scotland is over?  How many more gruesome photos 

need to be published before the RSPCA and the ASC take action?   How many more time do 

activists need to covertly film inside salmon farms to gather evidence of welfare breaches?   

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch filmed inside RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve in 

May 2021 – triggering an inspection by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate 

which reported welfare abuse and infectious diseases, viruses and pathogens including deadly 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia. 
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In January 2022, Infectious Salmon Anaemic was reported at the Landcatch (Hendrix Genetics) 

hatchery at Ormsary in Argyll. 
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Last month (28 September 2022), $camon $cotland published photos from Hendrix/Landcatch's 

Ormsary Broodstock Unit - sourced from a Fish Health Inspectorate visit conducted in 

November 2021 (a positive case of Infectious Salmon Anaemia was reported along with 

Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis, epitheliocystis and amoebic gill disease): 
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How many RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon and how many ASC-certified Scottish salmon are 

infected with Infectious Salmon Anaemia, Piscine Reovirus, Amoebic Gill Disease, Salmon Gill 

Poxvirus, Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis and other nasty pathogens, diseases and viruses? 
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Video footage shot secretly inside RSPCA Assured Mowi salmon farms around the Isle of Shuna 

in July 2021 showed lice-infested, disease-ridden and moribund salmon: 
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In March 2021, Netflix's 'Seaspiracy' broadcast shocking video footage of disease-ridden 

mortalities at Mowi's ASC-certified salmon farm at Gorsten in Loch Linnhe: 
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In July 2022, $camon $cotland exposed welfare abuse, disease and mortalities at RSPCA 

Assured Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) salmon farms in the Sound of Mull and Loch 

Creran. 
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The welfare abuse on RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified salmon farms goes on and on and on 

with no sign of an end to the cage age.  $camon $cotland reported last week (8 October 2022): 

 

 
 

Whilst the ASC – and even the Soil Association – has published a full list of certified salmon 

farms, the RSPCA has shamefully failed to be transparent to the public.  $camon $cotland urges 

the RSPCA – and RSPCA Assured – to come clean and detail which salmon farms (both in the 

marine and freshwater environment) are certified as ‘welfare friendly’.  For example, which 

salmon farm hatcheries (where mortalities are even higher by number than in sea cages) are 

certified via RSPCA Assured? 
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The pro-industry bias in the governance of the ASC and RSPCA Assured is obviously at the root 

of the problem with collusion – and dare I say it ‘corruption’ – leading to accreditation systems 

effectively controlled by Norway’s $almafia.  The RSPCA’s and ASC’s salmon standards are 

clearly not fit for purpose and not worth the industry-bought paper they are written on.   
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Back in 2013 the board of the ASC board contained an employee of Mowi (then called Marine 

Harvest), the CEO of Nutreco (former owner of Marine Harvest/Mowi) and the MD of WWF 

Aquaculture (a former employee of Marine Harvest/WWF): 

 

 
 

A decade later (as of 13 October 2022), the governance of the ASC is still steered by salmon 

farming industry shills who put profits before animal welfare and the environment:   
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The governance of RSPCA Assured shows the same pro-salmon farming bias with industry 

representatives dominating the technical advisory groups:  
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The Ferret reported in August 2021: 
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In August 2022, a landmark victory following a damning investigation by Environmental 

Standards Scotland effectively killed off the use of ADDs on RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified 

salmon farms. 

 

 
 

 
 

In the same way that RSPCA Assured turned a deaf ear to the use of ADDs on salmon farms for 

decades, RSPCA Assured has long turned a blind eye to welfare laws in order to accommodate 

the cash fish that is Scottish salmon.   
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Hopefully the net is finally closing in on the welfare nightmare of salmon farming.   $camon 

$cotland reported in March 2022: 
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The Observer reported last week (8 October 2022): 
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Minutes of a meeting of the Scottish Animal Welfare Commission on 29 September 2022 cited a 

new report on aquaculture to be published “at the turn of the year”.   
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In conclusion, $camon $cotland urge both the RSPCA and the ASC to immediately withdraw 

accreditation of Scottish salmon.   Salmon farming is criminal not responsible.   

 

 
 

Enough welfare abuse, unnecessary suffering and disease-ridden death is surely enough.   

 

 
 

All the recent mortality evidence – as published by the Scottish Government, the Scottish 

Environment Protection Agency and Salmon Scotland – points to Scottish salmon as being 
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wholly unfit for certification (as well as consumption).  The RSPCA and the ASC should take 

the lead in branding Scottish salmon as ‘irresponsible’ rather than ‘responsible’.    

 

 
 

$camon $cotland will continue to put pressure on supermarkets to stop selling RSPCA Assured 

and ASC-certified Scottish salmon – and urge the public to boycott “responsibly farmed” 

Scottish salmon.   
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Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

Cc:  

 

ASDA, Aldi, Booths, Budgens, Co-op, Iceland, Lidl, M&S, Morrisons, Sainsburys, Tesco & 

Waitrose 

 

Scottish Ministers, the Scottish Parliament, Marine Scotland, APHA, SEPA, Nature Scotland & 

Scottish Animal Welfare Commission 

 

Animal Rebellion, CIWF, Animal Aid, Animal Equality, Viva, Animal Concern, HSI, PETA, 

Advocates for Animals, Coastal Communities Network, WildFish, Scotlink, COAST, Open Seas, 

Scottish Salmon Think Tank, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Ocean Rebellion, Extinction Rebellion 

Scotland, Marine Conservation Society, WWF Scotland, Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, Sea 

Shepherd, Slow Food Scotland, Sustain, Soil Association & the Captain Paul Watson Foundation  
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