
Alf-Helge Aarskog 
Marine Harvest CEO  
PO Box 4102 Sandviken 
5835 Bergen  
NORWAY 
corporate@marineharvest.com and alf.helge.aarskog@marineharvest.com  
 

28 May 2013   
Dear Mr. Aarskog,  

Disease Risks at Marine Harvest (& Cermaq) 
 
Further to my letter of 4th June 2012 (read online here), could you please provide an update 
on disease risks at Marine Harvest including financial risks and liability associated with your 
imminent takeover of Cermaq? 
 

 
 
Will Marine Harvest also be taking on Cermaq’s liability for the spread of infectious diseases 
and viruses in Chile and Canada for example?  Have you informed Marine Harvest 
shareholders, investors and the Norwegian Stock Exchange of the increased disease risks?   
 

 
 
Read more via “Marine Harmfest”, “Dear Cermaq, Come Clean on Disease Risks!” and 
“Marine Harmfest Goes Mainstream”  

http://marineharvest.com/en/About-Marine-Harvest/Organisation/
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I reiterate questions from last year’s letter; namely: 
 
- Why, for example, do you not state publicly that Marine Harvest Canada does NOT have 
problems associated with Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA), Heart & Skeletal Muscle 
Inflammation (HSMI), Pancreas Disease (PD) and Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN)?   
 
- Surely Marine Harvest should disclose to shareholders, investors and the general public 
what diseases and viruses are affecting farmed salmon on sale for human consumption? 
 
- What % of Marine Harvest farmed salmon sold for human consumption is disease-ridden?  
How many Marine Harvest farms are affected by infectious diseases?   Is PD now a problem 
in Canada? 
 
- Why does the Marine Harvest Board of Directors not disclose the risks from ISA, for 
example?   
 

 
 
- Why has Marine Harvest not informed shareholders, investors and the Oslo Stock Exchange 
on the risks of ISA and HSMI in British Columbia?  Why no public statements on ISA, 
HSMI, PD or IPN? 
 
- What other ‘exceptional items’ are shareholders to expect in the future?   For example, why 
has Marine Harvest not disclosed to shareholders, investors or the Oslo Stock Exchange the 
disease data released via the Canadian Government’s inquiry into salmon (the ‘Cohen 
Commission’)? 
 
- Why does Marine Harvest continue to ignore the warnings from British Columbia?    
 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-ceo-on-disease-risks-in-bc-1.pdf
http://www.cohencommission.ca/
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A year on, the questions are piling up at Marine Harvest’s door.   
 

 
 
 
In terms of liability, what financial losses has Marine Harvest accounted for?  For example, 
following the ISA outbreak in Chile there were losses of $2 billion, a threatened lawsuit and a 
priceless loss of company reputation. 
 

 
 
Read more via “ISA: Diary of a Disease Disaster” and “Fish Farmageddon: The Infectious 
Salmon Aquacalypse” 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/28/world/americas/28chile.html?_r=0
http://www.pharmaq.no/sfiles/93/9/file/newsletter-chile-august-1-14.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/isa-diary-of-disease-disaster.pdf
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/farmageddon
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/farmageddon


As I pointed out in a letter to Cermaq in March 2011 following their legal threat in the 
‘Salmon Farming Kills’ lawsuit: 
 

 

 
 
Views & News from Norway reported in August 2011:  
 

 
 
Read more via “Good Times Over for Salmon Farmers” 

http://www.ecobc.org/~DOCUMENTS/Documents_2011/To_Norway_Staniford.pdf
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In July 2011 the New York Times reported: 
 

 
 
The New York Times article named Marine Harvest and Aquagen (read in full online via 
“Norwegians Concede a Role in Chilean Salmon Virus”).   As a press release from GAAIA 
dated 1 July 2011 stated: 
 
“In April, Cermaq gave a presentation acknowledging publicly that ISA was spread to Chile 
from Norway via vertical transmission of infected eggs.  The Norwegian company involved 
was identified as Aquagen – a company part-owned by Cermaq and Marine Harvest.” 
 

 
 
Read more via “'Salmon Farming Kills' lawsuit - "Cermaq in the Dock in Canada"” 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/28/world/americas/28chile.html?_r=0
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In January 2013, both Marine Harvest and Cermaq off-loaded their shareholding in Aquagen.  
However, prior to January 2013 did Marine Harvest use infected eggs in your Canadian 
operations?  Are you worried that a similar situation to Chile is now developing in British 
Columbia?  Now that ISA (and other infectious diseases) have been reported in British 
Columbia, Canada, what financial fallout will Marine Harvest suffer?   
 

 
 
Chile’s losses of $2 billion could be a drop in the ocean compared to the financial 
consequences in British Columbia where wild salmon populations play such a significant part 
in the economy and culture.   
 
Marine Harvest’s management, board of directors, shareholders and investors should watch 
the documentary ‘Salmon Confidential’ and then head directly to your insurance provider and 
increase your company liability insurance? 

 
 
As Alexandra Morton asked in 2011: “Are the Norwegian fish farmers adequately insured to 
cover damages if we find out BC is an ISAV suspect area, no one told us and it spreads 
because you did nothing?”   
 

http://marineharvest.com/en/Investor1/Press-releases/2013/MHG-Sells-all-shares-in-Aquagen-for-NOK-173m/
http://www.bloomberg.com/article/2013-01-02/aj2d8.kqM0w0.html
http://salmonconfidential.ca/
http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/alexandra_morton/2011/03/are-you-insured-for-a-coverup.html


Alexandra Morton posted on Facebook a few days ago (26 May 2013): 
 

 
 
Watch video online here 
 
Alexandra Morton also wrote to you before last year’s AGM warning Marine Harvest 
shareholders of the disease risks in British Columbia.   

 

Alexandra Morton wrote once again to Marine Harvest in March 2013: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuoxLiUBdvg&feature=youtu.be
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Read more via “Dear Marine Harvest – Don’t”  
 
Sadly, Marine Harvest ignored the concerns and a lawsuit was filed earlier this month. 
 

 

http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/alexandra_morton/2013/03/dear-marine-harvest-dont.html
http://www.ecojustice.ca/media-centre/press-releases/morton-ecojustice-launch-lawsuit-over-transfer-of-diseased-salmon
http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/alexandra_morton/2013/03/dear-marine-harvest-dont.html
http://hqcampbellriver.com/home/news/v/Local/185262/Marine-Harvest-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-infected-salmon


As the lawsuit filed by Alexandra Morton stated in the Notice of Application (read in full via 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FILED.pdf). 
 

 
 
In view of the financial risks – especially in relation to the financial fallout and exposure to 
the lawsuit – why has Marine Harvest not notified the Oslo Stock Exchange in line with the 
disclosure requirements pursuant to section 5-12 of the Norwegian Securities Trading Act?   
 

 

http://salmonconfidential.ca/lawsuit/
http://www.salmonconfidential.ca/lawsuit/
http://salmonconfidential.ca/app/download/897861004/NOTICE+OF+APPLICATION+FILED.pdf
http://www.ecojustice.ca/blog/viruses-on-fish-farms-wild-salmon-bad-news
http://www.cermaq.com/portal/wps/wcm/connect/cermaqen/home/investor/stockexchangenotices/All+notifications


The New York Times also reported earlier this month on the “uncomfortable truth” of ISA in 
British Columbia:  
 

 
 
 
Please also read a letter sent to Cermaq’s CEO earlier this month outlining further disease 
risks (read more via “Dear Cermaq, Come Clean on Disease Risks!”).  The letter included: 
 
“In advance of Tuesday’s AGM, could you please provide details of Cermaq’s current 
disease risks?  Why have you not notified shareholders including the Norwegian Government 
and Marine Harvest, financial investors, the news media and the Oslo Stock Exchange of the 
disease risks in British Columbia in particular?  Surely the disclosure of disease risks and 
notification of information is subject of the disclosure requirements pursuant to section 5-12 
of the Norwegian Securities Trading Act?” 
 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/03/science/infectious-salmon-anemia-threat-divides-scientists.html?adxnnl=1&pagewanted=all&adxnnlx=1369695718-uA3xPbvlHgxhV0nH/X64ZA
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“Why is Cermaq still ignoring disease risks associated with Infectious Salmon Anaemia and 
Piscine Reovirus/HSMI in particular?” continues the letter.  “Whether the hostile takeover is 
successful or not, how does Cermaq view the financial risks of the recently filed lawsuit in 
British Columbia against Marine Harvest by Alexandra Morton?”  
 

 
   
“In view of the financial risks – especially in relation to the financial fallout and exposure to 
the lawsuit in British Columbia – why has Cermaq not notified the Oslo Stock Exchange in 
line with the disclosure requirements pursuant to section 5-12 of the Norwegian Securities 
Trading Act?” 

 

http://www.ecojustice.ca/blog/viruses-on-fish-farms-wild-salmon-bad-news
http://salmonconfidential.ca/lawsuit/
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 The letter  concluded: 
 
“Shareholders deserve to hear the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth about 
Cermaq’s salmon farming operations.  It may make for uncomfortable reading for investors 
but as Cermaq’s CEO surely it is incumbent of you to be wholly transparent.  Please therefore 
adopt a policy of full disclosure in relation to Cermaq’s disease risks and financial exposure 
to ongoing lawsuits.  If nothing else, Marine Harvest ought to be aware of the significant 
risks before their hostile takeover gets even nastier for the environment and for everyone 
concerned.” 
 

 
 
In Scotland, Marine Harvest is also experiencing huge problems with Amoebic Gill Disease. 
 

 
 
Read more via “Gill Diseases: Scottish Salmon's Dirty Big Secret” (November 2012) 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-cermaq-ceo-may-2013.pdf
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/gill-diseases
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/gill-diseases-dirty-big-secret-nov-2012.pdf


Infectious diseases have also led to an increase in toxic chemicals. For more details watch 
“Marine Harmfest’s Bad Case of Chemical Use” 
 

 
 
 
Finally, do you support Cermaq’s ongoing lawsuit Vs GAAIA?  The Norwegian broadcaster 
TV2 reported last year that the salmon farming industry in Norway had discussed the lawsuit 
and how to respond.  Did Marine Harvest participate in those discussions and endorse the 
legal action taken?  Will you take over the lawsuit following your takeover of Cermaq? 
 

 
 
Are you aware that if Cermaq wins a permanent injunction against GAAIA that the statement 
“salmon farming spreads disease” – a statement backed up by Cermaq’s own scientific 
research and a statement admitted by Marine Harvest in various publications – will be 
prohibited?  Indeed, Marine Harvest would be forced to remove all references to “salmon 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUycUhM_1ig
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/lawsuit
http://www.tv2.no/nyheter/magasinet/don-kjemper-mot-norsk-lakseoppdrett-3688619.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/05/censorship-like-a-cancer-grows-.html


farming spreads disease” from your annual reports, quarterly reports and web-site.    Marine 
Harvest’s 2012 Annual Report, for example, details infectious diseases killing farmed 
salmon: 

 
 
Marine Harvest’s 2013 Salmon Farming Industry Handbook also details infectious diseases 
affecting farmed salmon – with Pancreas Disease identified as a “contagious virus”:  

 

http://www.marineharvest.com/en/Investor1/Press-releases/2013/MHG-2012-Annual-Report/
http://www.marineharvest.com/en/Investor1/Industry-Handbook-/
http://www.marineharvest.com/en/Investor1/Press-releases/2013/MHG-2012-Annual-Report/


 
Marine Harvest’s 2012 Annual Report also detailed how mortality rates were increasing in 
Scotland, Ireland, Canada and Chile due to the spread of sea lice infestation and infectious 
diseases: 

 
 
In fact, sea lice infestation rates are spreading in Chile, Scotland and Ireland:  
 

 
 
Just last week, the Chilean Government reported how Cermaq’s sea lice problems were 
increasing to such an extent that 13 of their sites were infected “with a high spread of caligus 
(sea lice)”.   

http://hugin.info/209/R/1696633/558857.pdf
http://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=23&id=61026&l=e&special=&ndb=1%20target


 
 
If Cermaq wins the lawsuit then Marine Harvest itself – whether they merge with Cermaq or 
not - would be in danger of breaching the permanent injunction (read more via "Norway 
Tightens Noose on Free Speech!" and "Censorship Like A Cancer Grows"). 
 

 
  

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/04/norway-tightens-noose-on-free-speech.html
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http://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=23&id=61026&l=e&special=&ndb=1 target


 
It is hard to escape the conclusion that Marine Harvest stinks.   
 

 
 
Surely it’s time to ring in the changes and come clean on the extent of disease risks? 
 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Don Staniford 
Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture 

http://www.gaaia.org/


Cc:    
 
John Fredriksen: jfredriksen@frontmgt.no and j.m.jensen@frontmgt.com.sg,  
 
Marine Harvest’s Board of Directors: 
Ole Eirik Lerøy (Chairman of the Board) 
Leif Frode Onarheim (Vice Chairman) 
Celina Midelfart: post@midelfart.no  
Cecilie Fredriksen: cfredriksen@frontmgt.no  
Hege Sjo: detnorske@detnor.no  
Turid Lande Solheim: Turid.Lande.Solheim@marineharvest.com  
Geir-Elling Nygård: Geir.Elling.Nygard@marineharvest.com  
Kolbjørn Jektvik: kolbjorn.jektvik@marineharvest.com  
Tor Olav Trøim: ole.c.hagen@frontmgt.no and inger.m.klemp@frontmgt.no   
Erling Lind (Nomination Committee): erling.lind@wiersholm.no 
Solveig Strand 
Michael Parker 
 
Marine Harvest Management:  
Jorgen Christiansen (Communication Director): jorgen.christiansen@marineharvest.com 
Jorgen Andersen (Chief Financial Officer): Jorgen.andersen@marineharvest.com 
Marit Solberg (COO Farming): marit.solberg@marineharvest.com 
Ola Brattvoll (COO Sales & Marketing): ola.brattvoll@marineharvest.com  
Henrik Heiberg (VP Finance & Treasury): henrik.heiberg@marineharvest.com 
Petter Arnesen (VP Feed & Environment): petter.arnesen@marineharvest.com  
 
Oslo Stock Exchange (Bors):  
stockwatch@oslobors.no    
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