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Dear Mr. Aarskog,
Disease Risks in British Columbia
Further to your press release (1 June) reporting that all Marine Harvest Canada farms in
British Columbia “have tested negative for the presence of Infectious Haematopoietic
Necrosis (IHN) virus”, could you please disclose other disease risks?
Why, for example, do you not state publicly that Marine Harvest Canada does NOT have
problems associated with Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA), Heart & Skeletal Muscle
Inflammation (HSMI), Pancreas Disease (PD) and Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN)?
Will you be presenting information on disease risks in Canada at your Annual General
Meeting in Bergen later today (4 June)?
Surely Marine Harvest should disclose to shareholders, investors and the general public what
diseases and viruses are affecting farmed salmon on sale for human consumption?
NRK warned the public in 2010 that farmed salmon infected with Pancreas Disease (PD) was
being sold by supermarkets in Norway.

In Canada, it was revealed in March this year that ISA was found in farmed salmon on sale in
supermarkets in Vancouver. In April it was further revealed that a ‘Norwegian’ reovirus
associated with HSMI was found in 44 out of 45 farmed salmon – sourced from farms in
British Columbia (read more via ‘Norwegian Disease Strikes at the Heart of British
Columbia’). A petition signed by over 9,000 people is now calling for supermarkets in
Canada to stop selling infected farmed salmon.

Since Marine Harvest accounts for over 50% of farmed salmon production in British
Columbia, it is therefore likely that Marine Harvest will be significantly affected. What % of
Marine Harvest farmed salmon sold for human consumption is disease-ridden? How many
Marine Harvest farms are affected by infectious diseases? Is PD now a problem in Canada?
It is clear that there are escalating problems in British Columbia. “The BC coast is rife with
rumours right now that one of the companies is having an enormous, exploding problem with
disease,” wrote Alexandra Morton only last week (30 May). What disease problems are
Marine Harvest attempting to shield from the public eye?

Despite all the disease risks, Marine Harvest’s latest annual report (2011) published in May
2012 summarized the problems in Canada as follows:

The report claimed that: “We are pleased to see that our efforts to control infectious Salmon
Anaemia (ISA) have been successful, with no outbreaks in 2011.” Strangely, no reference
was made to recent reports of ISA at salmon farming operations in British Columbia.
Increasing problems with Pancreas Disease (PD) in Norway were reported:

Marine Harvest also reported problems with sea lice in Norway costing NOK 151.7 million
and “exceptional mortality” totalling NOK 62.1 million.
However, there were no reports of disease risks in Canada other than Kudoa. The Board of
Directors report, for example, included:

The Board of Directors all signed off on the annual report 2011 in March 2012 yet failed to
fully disclose all the disease risks in Canada. Surely the board is accountable to investors,
shareholders, the Oslo Stock Exchange as well as the public and therefore obliged to be
wholly transparent?

Why does the Marine Harvest Board of Directors not disclose the risks from ISA, for
example?
Marine Harvest admitted in 2009 that ISA in British Columbia was inevitable. An article “Are our fish safe from ISA?” – published in Marine Harvest Canada’s newsletter (August
2009) claimed that: “The specific virus that causes ISA has never been detected in farmed
Atlantic salmon on the West Coast of Canada”. The article concluded: “Can we guarantee
that MHC will never see ISA? Realistically no, but MHC will continue to do everything
within its power to minimize its likelihood of occurring and mitigate its impact should it ever
be found” (read more via ‘ISA Diary of Disease Disaster’).
Events since have served only to increase the concerns over ISA in British Columbia. The
evidence for ISA in BC waters is now overwhelming despite attempts by the industry and

government to cover it up. In November 2011, ‘Fishyleaks’ published a secret report from
2003 detailing over 100 cases of ISA in BC (including in farmed Atlantic salmon).
At the Cohen Commission’s ISA hearing in December 2011, it was revealed that ISA had
been in BC waters since 1986 and that government agencies had orchestrated a cover-up.
Friends of Clayoquot Sound reported (17 December): “Evidence surfaced December 15th at
the Cohen Commission in Vancouver that Infectious Salmon Anemia (ISA) virus is present
in Clayoquot Sound at Creative Salmon’s chinook salmon feedlots. A newly emerging
deadly virus called Heart and Skeletal Muscle Inflammation (HSMI) is also present in
Creative’s farmed salmon.”
Read more via ‘Kristi Miller Steals Show Again as Salmon Inquiry Rocked by New Virus
Bombshells’ and ‘Clayoquot Under Virus Attack!’
Why has Marine Harvest not informed shareholders, investors and the Oslo Stock Exchange
on the risks of ISA and HSMI in British Columbia? Marine Harvest was quick to report on
the IHN outbreak last month. Why no public statements on ISA, HSMI, PD or IPN?
It is widely known that Marine Harvest Canada is experiencing parasite problems via Kudoa
which causes soft-flesh in the farmed salmon (for more details read ‘Fish Farmageddon: The
Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse’). Marine Harvest’s Q1 2012 report included:
“The effect of soft flesh (Kudoa) continues to influence the price performance through claims
and reduced prices. Kudoa will also influence the price achievement in the second quarter
when the last farms stocked prior to implementation of the Kudoa mitigation plan will be
harvested out”
“Kudoa remains an issue for fish grown in certain areas, and exceptional costs, related to
discards and claims, included in operational EBIT amounted to NOK 21 million in the first
quarter (NOK 10 million).”
Financial losses due to Kudoa were listed under ‘Exceptional Items’ along with sea lice
mitigation and exceptional mortality in Norway and mortality discards in Chile:

What other ‘exceptional items’ are shareholders to expect in the future? For example, why
has Marine Harvest not disclosed to shareholders, investors or the Oslo Stock Exchange the
disease data released via the Canadian Government’s inquiry into salmon (the ‘Cohen
Commission’)?
Although the final report from Justice Cohen will not be published until the end of
September, disease data was disclosed in August and September 2011. This information
included damning data on Marine Harvest’s disease-ridden operations including from 2010:

Disease data made available to the Cohen Commission by the BC Salmon Farmers
Association (Marine Harvest is a member) included veterinarian reports detailing specific
disease issues at Marine Harvest-operated farms in British Columbia. Infectious disease
issues reported included, for example:

For example, the veterinary report for one Marine Harvest salmon farm reported lesions
associated with Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN):

Is IPN a problem in Canada as it is in Norway and Scotland?
It is abundantly clear from submissions to the Cohen Commission and the Office of the
Privacy Commissioner that the financial fallout from the release of disease data is significant.
In fact, Marine Harvest's lawyers in Canada have been desperately trying to prevent the
release of damning disease data for years.
In 2008, Marine Harvest claimed in a submission to the Office of the Information & Privacy
Commissioner that release of disease data “would cause significant commercial harm”,
“undue financial loss” and that “Marine Harvest Canada’s reputation could be tarnished and
sales volume reduced”.
The letter stated further that disclosure of disease data would be so damaging that people
would stop buying farmed salmon and that Marine Harvest’s share prices would be affected:

Similar statements were made by the BC Salmon Farmers Association (BCSFA) in
submissions to the Cohen Inquiry in May 2011. The industry lobby group conceded that
should disease data be disclosed publicly there would be a “likelihood of misuse and
irrevocable damage to the economic interests and reputations of participants and individuals”
(which included Marine Harvest). In another submission the BCSFA admitted that:
“Irreparable damage will occur to the reputations and economic interests of the BCSFA’s
member companies and their shareholders.”
Read more via ‘Farmed Salmon Confidential: The Cover Up’
The confidential nature of disease information does not inspire confidence. In March 2010,
Marine Harvest (represented by the BC Salmon Farmers Association) refused access to
Government veterinary inspectors to test for infectious diseases. Hence, since April 2010 all
disease inspections in British Columbia have been co-ordinated by the industry themselves.
A disease report – detailing data for 2009 – was published in 2010 but there appear to have
been no comprehensive reports made public since. The industry group Centre for Aquatic
Health Sciences conducts ‘Fish Health Audits’ but no site or company information is
disclosed.

No disease data since Q1 2011 has been reported publicly and even then the data is
aggregated so that company names are kept confidential. For example, 2011 data for Q1 only
relates to 15 audits and specific diseases are not broken down into regions (as is the case for

the 2003-2010 data set). Even so, fish health events reported in BC during Q1 2011 include:
Bacterial Kidney Disease, Skin Ulcers (filamentous myxobacteriosis) and Parasitic
meningitis.
Moreover, Marine Harvest employees are now calling on the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency to “restrain” Alexandra Morton and keep disease information even more confidential.
Marine Harvest site manager Brad Marsili; assistant site manager Jason Mortensen and
employee John Macarenko have all signed a petition seeking to prevent the testing of farmed
salmon (read more online via ‘Restraining Alexandra Morton?!’).
Does Marine Harvest management condone this secrecy? Why is Marine Harvest desperate
to hide the extent of the disease problem in British Columbia?
Non-disclosure of disease problems is a serious issue with potentially significant financial
implications. In Chile, for example, following the ISA outbreak there were threats of legal
action against Marine Harvest.
In July 2011, the New York Times reported that the ISA outbreak was linked to Norwegian
companies (read more via “Norwegians Concede a Role in Chilean Salmon Virus”). In fact,
the Norwegian company Aqua Gen (a company part-owned by Marine Harvest) identified
themselves as the company responsible. ISA has already been reported at a Marine Harvest
salmon farm in Norway sourced by Aqua Gen. If an ISA outbreak in British Columbia was
traced back to Marine Harvest, for example, the costs could be catastrophic (ISA in Chile
cost an estimated $2 billion).
The Common Sense Canadian reported in August 2011 that: “The other big question is: “Is
Infectious Salmon Anaemia in British Columbia – and, if so, how is it affecting/could it
affect wild salmon?” And If ISA isn’t lurking in B.C., what other deadly diseases could
possibly precipitate such “irrevocable” and “irreparable” financial meltdown were they to be
revealed publicly? In Chile, ISA precipitated a financial meltdown which caused an
estimated $2 billion in losses as up to 80% of farms were shut down in just a few years.”
The Marine Harvest board of directors has been painfully aware of disease problems in
Canada for years with a number of protests outside Marine Harvest Canada’s offices –
including the return of escaped farmed salmon and the return of salmon farm waste.

Marine Harvest’s track record in Canada (and globally) is appalling (more background is
available via ‘Diminishing Returns: an investigation into the five multinational corporations
that control British Columbia’s salmon farming industry’). Earlier this year, Marine Harvest
Canada was fined $5,000 for illegal possession of wild fish.

Last year, Marine Harvest Canada was fined $75,000 following the death of worker at one of
its farms near Klemtu. The stench coming from Marine Harvest’s operations in British
Columbia is so nauseating that it is not surprising that many people want the company to
leave Canada.

In 2009, for example, board member Cecilie Fredriksen was informed of the risks by
Alexandra Morton and Chief Bob Chamberlin.

Watch the video online here and via the film ‘Farmed Salmon Exposed’
A shareholder resolution filed at the 2009 Marine Harvest AGM by the Pure Salmon
Campaign urged that the board “examine the company’s management of operations as they

relate to disease management.” “We believe the special issue of disease obliges our board to
pay urgent attention and that a special committee can serve as reasonable vehicle,” argued the
resolution. Sadly, Marine Harvest rejected this reasonable resolution.
In 2008, a film – “Dear Marine Harvest” – raised the issue of disease risks in Canada and
implored Marine Harvest’s owner and the board of directors to stop killing wild salmon.

Marine Harvest’s owner John Fredriksen was asked, following comments he made in
Norway, to relocate salmon farms away from wild salmon due to the threat posed by
infectious diseases (including sea lice).
Since Mr. Fredriksen is reportedly worth $11.3 billion surely it is not too much to ask that
Marine Harvest is honest and transparent in terms of disease reporting? The lesson from the
ISA crisis in Chile surely suggests that it pays in the long term to disclose disease data?
Indeed, investors, shareholders and the Oslo Stock Exchange demand it.
Finally, on the issue of Marine Harvest Canada’s ‘Framework for Dialogue’ with the Coastal
Alliance for Aquaculture Reform you should be aware that this was dissolved last week.
Hence your web-site needs to be updated – it still reads: “Marine Harvest Canada has a
‘Framework for Dialogue Agreement’ with an ENGO called Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform (CAAR).” This was posted on Facebook yesterday:

As Alexandra Morton told Marine Harvest shareholders and the Board of Directors at the
AGM in 2009: “You need to just leave British Columbia or move into closed containment.”

Sadly, Marine Harvest’s chairman (Sven Aaser) refused to leave (watch video report online
here):

Why does Marine Harvest continue to ignore the warnings from British Columbia?

Protecting wild salmon is not difficult.

For more details please read “Marine Harmfest”.

Yours sincerely,

Don Staniford
Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture
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