
 
The Scottish Government 

St. Andrew's House 

Regent Road 

Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG 

      13 February 2022 

Dear Scottish Ministers, 

 

Official Reporting of Infectious Salmon Anaemia in Scottish Salmon  

 

Could you please provide further information on notifications of Infectious Salmon Anaemia 

(ISA) in Scottish salmon as reported to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) by the 

Scottish Government and/or DEFRA?   

 

A Freedom of Information disclosure on 2 February 2022 from the Scottish Government detailed 

ISA in farmed Atlantic salmon – with 369,195 fish listed as ‘susceptible’ - in May 2021:  

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/isa-in-scottish-salmon-foi-lifts-lid-on-scotlands-secret-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/isa-in-scottish-salmon-foi-lifts-lid-on-scotlands-secret-.html


Scamon Scotland reported earlier this week (10 February 2022): 

 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/its-official-infectious-salmon-anaemia-in-scottish-salmon-isa-reported-to-the-world-organization-for.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/its-official-infectious-salmon-anaemia-in-scottish-salmon-isa-reported-to-the-world-organization-for.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/its-official-infectious-salmon-anaemia-in-scottish-salmon-isa-reported-to-the-world-organization-for.html
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It is still not clear, however, how ISA in Scottish salmon is officially reported to the OIE and by 

whom.   Could you please provide specific details on the reporting mechanisms of ISA in 

Scottish salmon including how, when and to whom the cases in 2021 and any in 2022 were 

reported to the OIE? 

 

For example, from the information disclosed by the Scottish Government on 2 February 2022 it 

appears that the Fish Health Inspectorate filled in an official OIE reporting form dated 15 

September 2021:  

 

 
 

However, from emails disclosed by the Scottish Government on 2 February 2022 it seems that 

discussions on how to submit the report to the OIE continued well into October 2022: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/isa-in-scottish-salmon-foi-lifts-lid-on-scotlands-secret-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-isa-in-scottish-salmon-oie-report-10-february-2022-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/isa-in-scottish-salmon-foi-lifts-lid-on-scotlands-secret-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-isa-in-scottish-salmon-oie-report-10-february-2022-1.pdf


Please also note that another positive case of ISA in Scottish salmon was reported at Landcatch’s 

Ormsary Hatchery following an inspection by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate on 1 November 2021 – the ‘Case Information’ for that inspection is still listed as 

“awaiting publication” (see Excel spreadsheet via List of cases conducted: November 2021).   

 

 
 

The ISA positive result at Landcatch’s Ormsary Broodstock Unit in Argyll was disclosed by the 

Scottish Government via FOI last month (5 January 2022): 

 

   

Could you please therefore provide specific details on how the ISA positive cases since 1 

January 2021 – the Loch Spelve ISA positive at Scottish Sea Farms in May and the ISA positive 

at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery in November as well as any other cases - were reported to 

DEFRA and the OIE?   

 

Please include emails, letters, Cabinet Briefings and correspondence with Scottish Sea Farms, 

Landcatch/Hendrix and any other parties in relation to the reporting of ISA in Scottish salmon.   

 

Presumably there are emails with Scottish Sea Farms and Landcatch and perhaps Salmon 

Scotland (formerly the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation) discussing the ISA positives in 

Scottish salmon.  Please include that correspondence and any other information relating to the 

reporting of ISA in Scottish salmon since 1 January 2021.      

 

The Scottish Government’s FOI disclosure on 2 February 2022 also detailed an OIE report 

apparently submitted by the Fish Health Inspectorate to the OIE (or perhaps submitted online via 

DEFRA) for the second semester of 2020 dated 27 May 2021:  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
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As context, the Canadian Government report locations infected with ISA via the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency’s website (there are 178 entries): 
 

 

https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/aquatic-animals/diseases/reportable-diseases/isa/locations-infected/eng/1549521878704/1549521878969
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/aquatic-animals/diseases/reportable-diseases/isa/locations-infected/eng/1549521878704/1549521878969
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/isa-foi-backgrounder-february-2022.pdf
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/aquatic-animals/diseases/reportable-diseases/isa/locations-infected/eng/1549521878704/1549521878969


The OIE explain on their web-site: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/


Scamon Scotland is therefore seeking clarity on reporting of ISA in Scottish salmon to the OIE.  

It appears from the above posting by the OIE that disease data collection may be via a private 

internet portal with information not publicly available.  However, it is not clear why the 

Canadian Government publishes ISA locational details but the Scottish and UK Government 

does not. 

 

Finally, in terms of the farmed salmon and wild fish tested for ISA in 2020 (5 samples of farmed 

fish and 2 samples of wild fish were reported as collected in the second semester of 2020) and 

2021 (4 samples of farmed fish were reported as collected in the first semester of 2021) could 

you please provide further information. 

 

Please include any test results, photos, locational details, species information and other details 

relating to the sampling of farmed fish and wild fish for ISA in 2020, 2021 and thus far in 2022.    

 

Please consider this a formal request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information regulations. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request.    
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scamon Scotland  
 

 

 

Cc: World Organization for Animal Health (OIE): oie@oie.int 
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