
FOI Backgrounder: ISA in Scottish Salmon (February 2022) 

 

Summary:  

 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) was officially reported by the Scottish Government to the 

World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) via a ‘Notification of OIE-Listed Aquatic Diseases 

and Infections’ submitted by the Fish Health Inspectorate on 15 September 2021.   

 

The OIE report detailed ISA in farmed Atlantic salmon with ‘Infection/Infestation limited to one 

or more zones’ and listed 369,195 ‘susceptible’ farmed Atlantic salmon in May 2021 [Note the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate identified Loch Spelve salmon farm operated by 

Scottish Sea Farms as testing positive for ISA following an inspection on 14 May 2021 – the 

‘Case Information’ which details 369,195 on site was not published until August 2021].   
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The date of last occurrence of ISA in Scotland was listed in the OIE report in September 2021 

from the Scottish Government as 8 May 2012.  The Scottish Government previously reported to 

the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) in late May 2021 that ISA had not been 

reported on Scottish salmon farms since 31 December 2009.   

 

The OIE report filed in September 2021 by the Scottish Government via DEFRA (or vice versa – 

a FOI request to DEFRA is seeking further information) detailed a ‘disease notification’ for both 

farmed and wild fish but only 4 samples were collected for farmed salmon and zero for wild fish:    

 

 
 

The OIE report dated 15 September 2021 detailed:  
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Another OIE report filed by the Scottish Government and/or DEFRA on 27 May 2021 – relating 

to the second semester of 2020 (July to December) – detailed five samples of farmed fish 

collected for ISA testing and 2 samples of wild fish: 

 

 
 

“Apologies again for providing contradictory information,” wrote the Fish Health Inspectorate 

Technical Manager at Marine Scotland Science in an email to DEFRA dated 25 October 2021 

(copied to Charles Allan – head of Marine Scotland’s Fish Health Inspectorate).  “Will the 

system permit two selections here?  The ISA strain relates to both HPR-deleted strain which we 

would record as disease absent and HPR-0 strain which would be infection/infestation limited to 

one or more zones.  If only one selection is allowed it would probably have to be the latter – 

infection/infestation limited to one or more zones.”   

 

“The system permits only one presence code per disease, but it allows to provide quantitative 

data for each ISA genotype to be notified,” wrote DEFRA’s Animal and Plant Health & Welfare 

Directorate (Veterinary Trade Facilitation, Global Animal Health) in an undated email 

(understood to be from October 2021 – Scamon Scotland has asked the Scottish Government to 

provide the missing information).   

 

Here’s an email from DEFRA to the Scottish Government’s Marine Laboratory in Aberdeen 

dated 22 October 2021: 
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“ISA – the last known occurrence of ISA in Scotland was in 2009, however we did not declare 

absence until completion of the surveillance programme following re-stocking,” explained the 

Fish Health Inspectorate’s Technical Manager at Marine Scotland Science in an email to DEFRA 

dated 22 October 2021.  “8 May 2012 is when we were officially recognized as free of ISA 

again.” 

 

Here’s an email from DEFRA to Marine Scotland Science dated 19 October 2021: 

 

 
 

“This is not an attempt to hide information: rather it states that the information given earlier in 

the response was also sent on to Defra as required,” wrote the Scottish Government in a FOI 

review reply letter dated 2 February 2022.  “This correspondence with Defra was not included in 

the original response as it was believed to include the same information, and was not directly 

relevant to the request”.  

 

Key documents: 

Scottish Government FOI Review Response-202200271110 Covering Letter 2 February 2022 

PDF #1: FHI reporting of ISA in Scotland in May 2021 to World Organisation for Animal 

Health 

PDF #2: FHI Reporting 2020 to World Organization for Animal Health 

PDF #3: Emails from Scottish Government & DEFRA on OIE reporting in May 2021 

PDF #4: Emails from DEFRA & Scottish Government on OIE reporting in September & October 

2021 
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Context: 

 

The Scottish Government disclosed further information in relation to Infectious Salmon Anaemia 

(ISA) in Scotland on 2 February 2022 via FOI-2022-00271110.  The information was disclosed 

to Scamon Scotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch) following a FOI review request filed on 7 

January 2022.  Scamon Scotland’s review focused on the reporting of ISA to Defra “for onward 

reporting to the OIE” (World Organization for Animal Health):  

 
The Freedom of Information reply from the Scottish Government dated 5 January 2022 detailed 

three cases of Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) on Scottish salmon farms since 2013 – at 

Marine Harvest (Mowi) in Loch Greshornish on the Isle of Skye in 2014; at Scottish Sea Farms 

in Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull in May 2021 and at Landcatch’s Ormsary Broodstock Unit in 

Argyll in November 2021. 

 

  The FOI disclosure (FOI-2021-00259475) dated 5 January 2020 included:  

 

 

 
 

The above was reported via: 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia Reported at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery in November – was ISA 

imported via infected salmon eggs (ova) from Iceland? 

Front Page Splash on ISA at Landcatch in the Argyllshire Advertiser! 
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FOI-2021-00234467 disclosed by the Scottish Government in October 2021 revealed that 7% of 

Scottish farmed salmon sampled between 2002 and 2012 tested positive for Infectious Salmon 

Anaemia (396 ISA positives out of 5,395 samples).   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in August 2021 that Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms had 

tested positive for ISA in Loch Spelve following a Scottish Government inspection in May 2021. 

 

This was reported via: 

Top story on Intrafish reports on ISA at Scottish Sea Farms! 

"Activist challenged over claim about fish virus" (Fish Farming Expert) 

Breaking News: ISA reported at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull 

Damning Disease Report for RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve  

Letter to Scottish Ministers re. ISA in Scottish Salmon  

Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon’s Recurring ISA Nightmare 

Media Backgrounder: Norway’s Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse – Going Global Since 1984! 

 

Read more via: 

It’s Official: Infectious Salmon Anaemia in Scottish Salmon - ISA reported to the World 

Organization for Animal Health for the first time since 2012!  

 

 
 

Information disclosed via FOI-2022-00271110 by the Scottish Government on 2 February 

2022: 

 

From: casehandling.service@gov.scot  

Date: Wed, Feb 2, 2022 at 11:37 AM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202200271110 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.  
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Here’s the Scottish Government’s covering letter dated 2 February 2022: 
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PDF #1: 

 

This is a 3-page PDF which is understood to be how the World Organization for Animal Health 

collects and collates data on diseases:  

 

 
#7 states: “Note for Farmed fish (max. 1024 characters) Targeted surveillance interpreted as 

scheduled, risk-based, physical inspections of farms with diagnostic samples collected as 
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appropriate. Targeted surveillance maintained for HPR deleted, HPR0 would only be detected at 

diagnostic test. 1 case of HPR0 in semester. Disease (HPR-deleted) absent, infection (HPR-0) 

limited. 

 

Note for Wild fish (max. 1024 characters) HPR deleted only identified in fish in close 

association with clinical outbreaks in farmed fish. Neither HPR 0 nor HPR deleted detected in 

reporting semester.”   

 

The report for Scotland dated 15 September 2021 (filled out by the Fish Health Inspectorate’s 

‘Technical Manager’ – named redacted) detailed one new outbreak of ISA in the 5th month of 

2021 (i.e. May) with 369,195 ‘susceptible’ farmed Atlantic salmon with no deaths reported; zero 

killed and disposed of, zero killed for commercial or own use; and zero vaccinated in response to 

the outbreak(s).   

 

Here’s a close up of the relevant information (download PDF for a better view online here):  
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Here’s a close up of Part 2 of the OIE (World Organization for Animal Health) notification form: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/isa-sg-foi-review-2-february-2022-pdf-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/isa-sg-foi-review-2-february-2022-pdf-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/isa-sg-foi-review-2-february-2022-pdf-1.pdf


The OIE explain on their web-site: 
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PDF #2: 

 

This is a 1-page PDF which is understood to be how the World Organization for Animal Health 

collects and collates data on diseases:  
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PDF #3: 
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PDF #4: 

 

[Note that the first email is missing a date as well as ‘to’ and ‘from – Scamon Scotland has asked 

the Scottish Government to provide the omitted information] 
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Appendix: 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI request with the Scottish Government on 2 December 2021: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Dec 2, 2021 at 6:04 AM 

Subject: FOI re. ISA in Scottish salmon since 1 January 2013 

To: <CEU@gov.scot> 

Cc: <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

 

Further to FOI/202100234467 replied to by the Scottish Government on 1 October 2021 and 

published online on 1 November 2021, please provide information on Infectious Salmon 

Anaemia in Scottish salmon since 1 January 2013.  

 

As context, the Scottish Government's reply via FOI/202100234467 on 1 October 2021 included:  

 

Sample information is provided to you in the attached spreadsheet, as per your request at parts 2 

and 5. This includes the number of positive and negative results for ISA across all sites, currently 

registered as farming Atlantic salmon, for the period 01/01/2002 through to 31/12/2012. Data 

from 01/01/13 onwards is actively published on the Scottish Government website and is 

contained within the aquatic animal health surveillance information from obtained through 

inspections undertaken by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate: 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/  

 

Please provide information for 2013 to 2021 in the same format as the Excel spreadsheet 

detailing ISA tests and results for 2002 to 2012 via FOI - 202100234467 - Information Released 

- Annex 
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If this information is not available in the same format please provide site specific details of ISA 

positive cases since 1 January 2013.  Please provide information including raw test results, 

emails, letters, photos and any other data on ISA in Scottish salmon since 1 January 2013. 

 

Please include any correspondence with the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), 

EFTA, DEFRA, salmon farming companies and any other parties in relation to ISA in farmed 

salmon since 1 January 2013 (above and beyond any information which is contained via 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/).    

 

Please consider this an official request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information regulations.  

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

A FOI reply from the Scottish Government dated 5 January 2022 included: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI review request on 7 January 2022:   

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Jan 7, 2022 at 2:54 PM 
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Subject: FOI review request re: 202100259475 

To: <directormarinescotland@gov.scot> 

Please consider this a formal request for a review of FOI- 2021-00259475. 

 

The Scottish Government's FOI reply dated 5 January 2022 (attached) refused to disclose 

correspondence with Defra for onward reporting to the OiE; namely: 

 
 

My FOI request dated 2 December 2021 specifically asked for: 

 

"Please provide information including raw test results, emails, letters, photos and any other data 

on ISA in Scottish salmon since 1 January 2013.  Please include any correspondence with the 

World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), EFTA, DEFRA, salmon farming companies and 

any other parties in relation to ISA in farmed salmon since 1 January 2013 (above and beyond 

any information which is contained via https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-

health-inspectorate-information/)". 

 

Hence please provide the FULL information requested.  The refusal to include the full 

information is baseless and a clear breach of FOI disclosure rules.   

 

Please therefore provide ALL the information requested on 2 December 2021.   

 

Thanks. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  
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