Media Backgrounder: Inquiry into Salmon Farming by the Scottish Parliament
The inquiry by the Scottish Parliament's Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee "in
early 2018" stems from a public petition - PE01598: Protecting wild salmonids from sea lice
from Scottish salmon farms - filed by Guy Linley-Adams on behalf of Salmon & Trout
Conservation Scotland in February 2016.

In June 2017, the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee agreed to "carry out an
inquiry into aquaculture, probably in early 2018" with the Scottish Parliament information
centre carrying out "a review of the literature on the environmental impacts of farmed salmon
in Scotland....in advance of our inquiry":

An Editorial - "Independent scrutiny is a cornerstone of democracy" - published in The
Sunday Herald in November 2017 included:
"What we think is now important is that the aquaculture inquiry promised for early next year
by Holyrood's rural economy and environment committees takes a serious look at what
happened with Slice. MSPs should closely question those involved and decide whether
industry and the Scottish Government have behaved properly. And whether Sepa is actually
an independent watchdog."
An article - "Revealed: Scottish Government put pressure on Sepa to drop ban on toxic
pesticide" - published in The Sunday Herald in November 2017 included:
"The controversy is due to be examined as part of a major investigation into the fish farming
industry by the Scottish Parliament's rural economy and environment committees early next
year."

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Work Programme (20 December 2017)
stated:

Salmon & Trout Conservation stated in a press release - "New scientific study underlines
damage to wild salmon and sea trout populations from salmon farm parasites" – in Scotland,
Norway and Ireland - in January 2018:

Read more via:
"Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland campaign leads to salmon farming inquiry"
"Scottish Parliament to investigate environmental impacts of salmon farms"
"SSPO opens farm gate to inquiry MSPs"
PE01598: Protecting wild salmonids from sea lice from Scottish salmon farms
PE1598: Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee

Previous Inquiries & Public Petitions:
Anyone experiencing a curious case of deja vu is forgiven - there was a 'rolling inquiry' by
the Transport & Environment Committee in 2001 (not the independent and public inquiry
called for by petitioner Allan Berry in 2000) as well as an inquiry into 'Fish Farming in the
UK' by the House of Commons Agriculture Select Committee back in 1989.
A petition filed with the Scottish Parliament by Allan Berry in 2000 called for an independent
and public inquiry into sea cage fish farming by the Scottish Parliament. However, despite
cross-party support from the Rural Affairs Committee and Transport and Environment
Committee in 2001, the request was rejected prompting a petition to Europe.

Allan Berry's petition was considered by the European Parliament's Committee on Petitions
in 2008:

In a letter to the Sunday Herald published in June 2017, Allan Berry wrote:

Allan Berry said outside the Scottish Parliament in March 2017:
"Successive Scottish Governments have promoted an industry which discharges huge
volumes of untreated waste into the pristine waters of the west coast and islands. Damage
caused by the Scottish salmon farming industry includes the virtual extinction of our native
sea trout and salmon; widespread epidemic contamination of shellfish by poisonous algal
toxins and contamination of the sea bed with a range of the dangerous pesticides. Salmon
farming produces the most toxic food you can buy: farmed salmon."

Evidence given to the Transport and Environment Committee in 2001 included written
evidence by Scottish Environment LINK, Dr Richard Shelton, Friends of the Earth Scotland,
RSPB Scotland, The National Trust for Scotland, World Wildlife Fund, Orkney Trout
Fishing Association, Allan Berry, Don Staniford and Frank Buckley.

In written evidence, Dr Richard Shelton (Head of the Scottish Government's FRS Freshwater
Laboratory in Pitlochry from 1982 to 2001) stated:
"It is possible, therefore, that salmon farming on its present scale in confined Scottish waters
is, for practical purposes, incompatible with healthy local populations of wild sea trout and
salmon. If this interpretation is correct it would be prudent for Government to place an
immediate moratorium on the expansion in scale and space of the salmon aquaculture
industry and to introduce a proper system of inspection and regulation covering husbandry
standards, louse levels, infectious diseases and polluting output. In the longer term the
industry should be encouraged to operate on smaller scales with lower stocking densities at
sites well clear of historically important sea trout and salmon rivers."

In oral evidence in December 2001, Dr Richard Shelton said:

Written evidence from Allan Berry included:

Written evidence from Don Staniford included:

The inquiry prompted a report - "Review and synthesis of the environmental impacts of
aquaculture" - published in 2002 by the Scottish Executive.

Read more via:
"Letter by Allan Berry to the Sunday Herald, July 2017"
"Allan Berry - press conference, 16 March 2017"
"Fish Farming - House of Commons Research Briefing 2009"
Scottish Parliament: Report on Phase 1 of the Inquiry into Aquaculture: Volume 2: Evidence
"Fish farm inquiry snub prompts appeal to EU"
"Scottish anti-industry campaigner's petition to be heard by European Parliament"
"Clean-up warning to fish farmers"
"Cage Rage: An inquiry is needed into Scottish Fish Farming"
PE96: Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to hold an independent and public inquiry
into the adverse environmental effects of sea cage fish farming
"Fish Farming in the UK: House of Commons Agriculture Select Committee, 1989"

Another petition filed in 2006 (PE941) by Frank Buckley of the Society for the Protection of
Salmon and Sea Trout called "for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
ensure greater protection for the rivers, streams and lochs of Scotland, such as Loch Broom
and the River Gruinard, from fish farms developments" (read more online here).
The Scottish Parliament reported in 2016 via PE1598: Briefing for the Public Petitions
Committee:

Calls for Moratorium:
Salmon farming has increased significantly in Scotland since the late 1970s - prompting
repeated calls for a moratorium.

In January 2014, a letter to the First Minister of Scotland from wild salmon champions
including Orri Vigfússon, Michael Wigan, Stan Headley, Andrew Flitcroft, Charles Clover,
Sandy Leventon, Mark Bowler, Frank Buckley, Bruce Sandison, Allan Berry and Dr. Richard
Shelton (former Head of the Scottish Government's Freshwater Fisheries Laboratory in
Pitlochry) called for a moratorium on salmon farming in Scotland:
"In view of the deteriorating state of salmon farming in Scotland, we urge Scottish Ministers
to curb expansion by instituting an immediate moratorium. Far from expanding salmon
farming production as planned by 50% by 2020, the Scottish Government ought to heed the
warnings and pledge to reduce production accordingly. To increase salmon farming
production further beyond Scotland's carrying capacity will only exacerbate the problems of
sea louse infestation, infectious diseases, chemical pollution and escapes."
Read in full via "Salmon Farming Moratorium: Letter to the First Minister of Scotland"
In 2016 a report - "Aquaculture Growth to 2030" - supported by Fergus Ewing, Cabinet
Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity, proposed to double Scottish aquaculture
production by 2030.
Read more via:
"Aquaculture Growth to 2030: a strategic plan for farming Scotland's seas"
"New innovation roadmap outlines pathway for Scottish aquaculture growth"
"Scottish Aquaculture: a view towards 2030"
"New strategy launched to 'double' size of aquaculture"
"New Strategy to Double Size of Scotland’s £1.8 billion Aquaculture Sector"
"Study outlines future scenarios for UK aquaculture"
"Future of the Sea: Trends in Aquaculture"
The Herald reported in October 2017:

The Scotsman reported in January 2018:

Read more via:
"Call for curb in fish farms as study shows pest risk to wild fish"
"First Minister questioned on leaking wastes from morts - call for a moratorium from Greens"
"Campaingers say 'no more salmon farms' after disease on Lewis kills 125,000 fish"
"NGO calls for moratorium on Scottish salmon farm expansion"
"Map: Wild salmon dangerously scarce in Highland rivers"
"Stop salmon farm expansion in Lamlash Bay"
"Safe passage for wild salmon and sea trout"
"Salmon Farming Moratorium: Letter to the First Minister of Scotland"
"Scottish fish farms under threat from ‘backdoor salmon exports to China’"
"Bitter message for Scotland's fish farmers"
"The horrors of intensive salmon farming"
"Cage Rage: An inquiry is needed into Scottish Fish Farming"
"Disease fear may force salmon farmers to abandon estuaries"
"Scotland's salmon farms face strict curbs"
"End to fish farm growth demanded by campaigners"

