
Horrible History: Imidacloprid Use in Salmon Farming  

 

 
Summary:  

 

Imidacloprid is a controversial neonicotinoid insecticide launched by Bayer in 1991 as 

'Gaucho' (other trade names include Kohinor, Admire, Advantage, Merit, Confidor, 

Hachikusan, Premise, Prothor, and Winner) and is still the world’s No. 1 seed-applied 

insecticide despite extensive scientific evidence detailing ecotoxicity.   

 

The potential use of Bayer's toxic neonicotinoid Imidacloprid in salmon farming was first 

publicised in the Norwegian media in 2016 (although a patent for Ectosan was filed in 

Norway in 2011 and a video presentation inviting investors to support D10-Aquatic Blast 

went online in December 2015).   

 

Norwegian-owned Benchmark first publicised Ectosan in the media in December 2017 but 

subsequently expunged reference to the name Ectosan.  Initial reaction from the Scottish 

Aquaculture Innovation Centre was that it was a new Azamethiphos formulation.   

 

In November 2019, Benchmark launched BMK08 (a rebranded 'Ectosan) but still refused to 

disclose publicly that it was Imidacloprid until Scottish Salmon Watch and The Ferret 

unmasked BMK08/Ectosan as Imidicloprid on 17 March 2020 (sourced from an Aquaculture 

Stewardship report dated May 2019 on Mowi Norway wanting to use Ectosan - named as 

Imidacloprid).   

 

Ironically, the company promoting the neonicotinoid Imidacloprid is owned/controlled by 

Norwegian billionaire Johan Andresen whose empire was funded by tobacco money.    

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/horrible-history-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imidacloprid_effects_on_bees#Toxicity_of_imidacloprid_to_bees
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Imidacloprid
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Imidacloprid
https://www.seedgrowth.bayer.com/explore/100%20years%20of%20innovation/imidacloprid
https://www.seedgrowth.bayer.com/explore/100%20years%20of%20innovation/imidacloprid
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/backgrounder-imidacloprid-a-neonicotinoid-insecticide-toxic-to-aquatic-life.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/chemicals
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1240269670046932992


On 20 March 2020, Benchmark issued a media statement finally conceding that BMK08 was 

Imidacloprid.   In May 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that Mowi was lobbying SEPA 

to support a field trial of Ectosan (Imidacloprid) at their Ardnish salmon farm in Loch Ailort.    

 

Read more background via: 

 

Scientific Opposition to Neonicotinoid Use in Salmon Farming  

Backgrounder: "Imidacloprid - A Neonicotinoid Insecticide Toxic to Aquatic Life" 

FOI letter on Scientific Concerns re. Imidacloprid Use in Scottish Salmon Farming 

Secret Trials: 'Royal' Salmon Doused with Bee-Killing Insecticide Imidacloprid? 

Follow the Salmoney - the Norwegian tobacco billionaire behind the Neonicotinoid 

Imidacloprid  

ENDS Report: "Calls for greater transparency over ‘toxic’ new fish farm product" 

Letter to SEPA: Please Come Clean on Imidacloprid! 

Letter to Scottish Ministers, SEPA & the VMD re. Imidacloprid 

FOI requests on Imidacloprid to SEPA, VMD & the Scottish Government 

The Ferret: "Fish farm companies ‘bidding to use bee-harming pesticide’"  

Revealed: Toxic Neonicotinoid Insecticide Used to 'CleanTreat' Lousy Salmon  

Media coverage of Benchmark's 'CleanTreat', Ectosan and BMK08 

Please Come Clean on BMK08!  

Media Backgrounder: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Salmon 

Sunday Times: "Official fears revealed over toxic threat of salmon trade" 

Cleaning Tox-Sick Scottish Salmon 

CleanTreat: FOI Disclosures by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch  

All is Not Well With Sick Scottish Salmon 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scientific-opposition-to-neonicotinoid-use-in-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/backgrounder-imidacloprid-a-neonicotinoid-insecticide-toxic-to-aquatic-life.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/foi-letter-on-scientific-concerns-re-imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/secret-trials-scottish-salmon-doused-with-bee-killing-insecticide-imidacloprid.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/ends-report-calls-for-greater-transparency-over-toxic-new-fish-farm-product.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/letter-to-sepa-please-come-clean-on-imidacloprid.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-sepa-vmd-re-bmk08-ectosan-17-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-on-imidacloprid-to-sepa-sg-vmd-17-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/the-ferret-fish-farm-companies-bidding-to-use-bee-harming-pesticide-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/revealed-toxic-neonicotinoid-insecticide-used-to-cleantreat-lousy-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ectosan-bmk08-17-march-2020-6.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/sunday-times-official-fears-revealed-over-toxic-threat-of-salmon-trade-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/cleaning-toxic-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/cleantreat-foi-disclosures-by-the-scottish-government-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-toxic-chemical-use-via-well-boats-oct-2018.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1240583143184314368


A Decade of Smoke & Mirrors 

 

December 2011: 

 

Scottish-based Fish Vet Group (a subsidiary of Benchmark - a company controlled by 

Norwegian investors including Ferd and Kverva) registered a patent for 'Ectosan' in Norway.  

The Norwegian Industrial Property Office (Patentstyret) featured a patent for Ectosan in 

March 2013 but it was registered internationally on 3 December 2011 under "veterinary 

preparations; disinfectants; preparations for destroying vermin; pesticides".  The patent 

holder was listed as the FVG Ltd - currently up for sale by Benchmark - with an address at 22 

Carsegate Rd in Inverness.  The patent expires in December 2021.   

 

 
 

December 2014: 

 

A video presentation by New Wave Agriculture Solutions seeking investors for D10-Aquatic 

Blast - thought to be Imidacloprid - is published online.  "We have developed a new 

treatment for sea lice called D10 Aquatic Blast," said Terry Drost of New Wave Agriculture 

Solutions.  "D10 Aquatic Blast is based on a compound used in agriculture for the last 20 

years.  We are using it in salmon feeds in the marine environments for the first time in the 

world.  We would like to talk to you about how we can get D10 Aquatic Blast approved for 

use in Canada and the rest of the world." 

 

https://fishvetgroup.co.uk/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://www.patentstyret.no/contentassets/f7541a20b3d44f5bb4cbc84df5f93006/2013/varemerketidende-nr12-2013.pdf
https://www.patentstyret.no/contentassets/f7541a20b3d44f5bb4cbc84df5f93006/2013/varemerketidende-nr12-2013.pdf
https://fishvetgroup.co.uk/who-we-are/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/benchmark-reports-good-level-of-interest-in-services-sell-off/
https://fishvetgroup.co.uk/contact/
https://fishvetgroup.co.uk/contact/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh-3pMRT0Z4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh-3pMRT0Z4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh-3pMRT0Z4
https://www.patentstyret.no/contentassets/f7541a20b3d44f5bb4cbc84df5f93006/2013/varemerketidende-nr12-2013.pdf


 
 

June 2015: 

 

A European Patent for Imidacloprid use via fish feed in salmon farming was filed on 24 June 

2015 (as of 13 June 2020 the file states: "examination in progress" with an update on 11 

October 2019 and a 'most recent event' of 30 April 2020):  

 

 

https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP15812141
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP15812141
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh-3pMRT0Z4
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP15812141


December 2015: 

 

A international patent was published (filed in June 2015) for "FISH FEED COMPOSITIONS 

CONTAINING A NEONICOTINOID FOR PREVENTING AND TREATING PARASITE 

INFECTIONS".   

 

 
 

 

June 2016: 

 

The Veterinary Medicines Directorate "first became of Imidacloprid in the context of salmon 

farming" but refuses a FOI request claiming that "if we identified the source and context of 

this information, it could in consequence prejudice the commercial interests of the business 

involved". 

 

 
 

Intrafish reported (in Norwegian) on Salmon Pharma applying to Norwegian Directorate of 

Fisheries for two R&D permits for testing a new feed-based drug for salmon lice.  

https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247
https://www.intrafish.no/nyheter/soker-to-fou-tillatelser-for-nytt-lusemiddel/1-1-766165
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scientific-opposition-to-neonicotinoid-use-in-salmon-farming.html


 

Citing the Intrafish article, Norwegian Fish Farmer magazine reported (in Norwegian) on a 

patent for Imidacloprid use in salmon farming: "Salmon Pharma, together with Canadian 

Aquaculture Veterinary Services International, has developed a new feed-based salmon 

depletion product called 'D-10 Aquatic Blast'."    

 

The article cited a November 2012 article by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority 

(Mattilsynet) on neonicotinoids used in Norway (updated in 2018), a Bayer report on 

Imidacloprid and the D10-Aquatic Blast video.  

 

May 2017: 

 

A European Patent for Imidacloprid use via fish feed in salmon farming was published on 3 

May 2015 (2015812141) - a patent was published in the USA on 19 May 2017 (15321896) 

and Canada on 6 October 2017 (2016-3321).   

  

 
 

June 2017: 

The Fish Site reported in June 2017: "Patent sought for neonicotinoid-based sea louse 

treatment": 

"Although the patent is still pending, independent research into the possible efficacy of 

noenicitinoids against sea lice has also been promising. Indeed, a paper published in the 

Journal of Fish Diseases last year by Aaen and Horsberg, from the Sea Lice Research Centre 

at the NMBU School of Veterinary Science, showed the nicotinic (neuronal) acetylcholine 

receptor (nAChR) to be a suitable target for compounds such as neonicotinoids.  These 

compounds consist of seven separate insecticides – imidacloprid, thiacloprid, thiamethoxam, 

acetamiprid, nitenpyram, clothianidin and dinotefuran",  

  

 

https://www.kyst.no/article/dette-er-det-nye-lusemiddelet-salmo-pharma-skal-teste-ut/
https://www.kyst.no/article/dette-er-det-nye-lusemiddelet-salmo-pharma-skal-teste-ut/
https://www.mattilsynet.no/planter_og_dyrking/plantevernmidler/hvordan_brukes_neonikotinoidene_i_norge.3194
https://www.felleskatalogen.no/medisin-vet/bayvantic-vet-bayer-animal-health-gmbh-546732
https://www.felleskatalogen.no/medisin-vet/bayvantic-vet-bayer-animal-health-gmbh-546732
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh-3pMRT0Z4
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247&tab=NATIONALPHASE
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247&tab=NATIONALPHASE
https://register.epo.org/espacenet/application?number=EP15812141
https://thefishsite.com/articles/patent-sought-for-neonicotinoidbased-sea-louse-treatment
https://thefishsite.com/articles/patent-sought-for-neonicotinoidbased-sea-louse-treatment
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27037538
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1365-2761
http://www.slrc.no/
http://www.slrc.no/
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2015198247&tab=NATIONALPHASE


December 2017: 

 

Benchmark launches 'Ectosan' publicly for the first time (later deleting the name from their 

press release).   

 

 
 

The Financial Times reported (12 December 2017): "The Company believes that Ectosan® 

can achieve worldwide peak sales of  £40-50m. Benchmark will continue field trials in key 

markets through 2018 and 2019."   

 

 

https://www.morningstar.co.uk/IntroPage.aspx?site=uk&backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.morningstar.co.uk%2Fuk%2Fnews%2FAN_1513083383432234900%2Fbenchmark-holdings-says-ectosan-success-a-breakthrough-development.aspx
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/benchmark-announces-the-success-of-its-next-generation-sea-lice-treatment-ectosan-during-its-first-commercial-scale-field-trials/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/benchmark-announces-the-success-of-its-next-generation-sea-lice-treatment-ectosan-during-its-first-commercial-scale-field-trials/
https://markets.ft.com/data/announce/full?dockey=1323-13461593-7TRJ6JLUJF6F4SP9S18J8GKP4V
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/benchmark-announces-the-success-of-its-next-generation-sea-lice-treatment-ectosan-during-its-first-commercial-scale-field-trials/
https://markets.ft.com/data/announce/full?dockey=1323-13461593-7TRJ6JLUJF6F4SP9S18J8GKP4V


Fish Farming Expert reported (12 December 2017): "New lice bath ‘100% effective’ and 

pollution-free".   

 

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government in April 2018 included an email dated 

December 2017 from the Scottish Aquaculture Innovation Centre describing Ectosan as a 

"follow on product to Salmosan" spectulating that it could also be Azamethiphos-based. 

 

 

 
 

October 2018: 

 

The Scottish Government and Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) have been 

lobbied extensively by Benchmark since at least 2018.   

 

SEPA refused a FOI request on CleanTreat in November 2019 but conceded to meeting with 

Benchmark five times between October 2018 and September 2019: 

 

 
 

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government detail heavily redacted minutes of a 

meeting with Benchmark in October 2018 with a document citing "field trials in Scotland".   

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-00985/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2018/05/foi-18-00985/documents/001-2_redacted-pdf/001-2_redacted-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/001%25232_Redacted.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2018/05/foi-18-00985/documents/001-2_redacted-pdf/001-2_redacted-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/001%25232_Redacted.pdf
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%2Bp
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2018/05/foi-18-00985/documents/001-2_redacted-pdf/001-2_redacted-pdf/govscot:document/001#2_Redacted.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog_admin/uploads/f0191091_doc89ff9151c7_f0191091_response_r.pdf


 
 

"CleanTreat was developed by Benchmark Animal Health at its Ardtoe Marine Laboratory in 

Scotland," reported Fish Farming Expert in October 2018.  "So far CleanTreat has been 

trialled with a number of sea lice treatments compounds including pyrethroids, deltamethrin, 

azamethiphos, as well as Ectosan.  According to Benchmark, the system is working well in 

field trials." 

 

November 2018: 

 

An email dated 29 November 2018 referred to a request from Fergus Ewing (Cabinet 

Secretary for the Rural Economy) for information on CleanTreat stating that "the company 

wish to push forward with trials in Scotland (trials already happening in Norway) - and that 

Marine Harvest [redacted] as partner wants to get this off the ground as soon as 

possible.....progress with regulators was slow and that they wished to speed things up". 

 

December 2018: 

 

A redacted email marked 'Sensitive' dated December 2018 referred to a meeting between 

Benchmark and Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity) and "a 

discussion with Benchmark on the acceptability of their CleanTreat proposal where it might 

involve transport from site for remote discharge of effluent water" and "the work plan 

element where we're tasked at looking at 'discharge zones'". 

 

April 2019: 

 

Benchmark invited officials from SEPA and the VMD to watch a trial of their CleanTreat 

technology in Scotland.  "We are re-starting trials next week," wrote Benchmark in an email 

dated April 2019.  

 

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government in December 2019 via FOI-19-01398 

reveal that in April 2019, the Cabinet Secretary of Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) met with 

"four key Scottish salmon producers" (six companies - all foreign controlled - comprise 99% 

of Scottish salmon farming production: Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon 

Company, Grieg Seafood, Cooke Aquaculture and Loch Duart) interested in the potential of 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%2Bp
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%2Bp
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%2Bp
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released+p


'CleanTreat'.  "[Redacted] were concerned at an over-reliance on SLICE, which would 

inevitably lead to greater resistance to the chemical over time - there needed to be a basket of 

around 3 licensed anti-lice medicines in play." 

 

May 2019: 

 

The Aquaculture Stewardship Council's web-site provided information on Ectosan - naming 

it as Imidacloprid (this was not publicly reported in the media until March 2020): 

 

 
 

 

https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/Q-A66-Salmon-V1-1-5-2-5
https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/Q-A66-Salmon-V1-1-5-2-5
https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/Q-A66-Salmon-V1-1-5-2-5
https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/Q-A66-Salmon-V1-1-5-2-5


June 2019: 

 

A redacted email dated June 2019 to Marine Scotland attached a 'Confidential' document 

titled 'CleanTreat [redacted] Trials, Scotland 2019 Overview' (authored it appears by 

Benchmark's Animal Health Division in Edinburgh on 14 March 2019).   

 

 
 

September 2019: 

 

Benchmark invited the Scottish Government, SEPA and the Veterinary Medicines 

Directorate to an 'urgent' visit of the CleanTreat wellboat (understood to be docked in Leith, 

Edinburgh).  "This is the last opportunity ahead of any trials in the UK, as we have now 

completed our planned trials in Norway," wrote Benchmark in an email dated 24 September 

2019. 

 

November 2019: 

 

Benchmark re-branded Ectosan as BMK08 but remained silent on its secret identity as 

Imidacloprid claiming in a Trading Update that its use via CleanTreat had "zero 

environmental impact".   

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%2Bp
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=11.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=11.pdf
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trading-update-presentation-2811-final-1.pdf
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trading-update-presentation-2811-final-1.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released+p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released+p
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trading-update-presentation-2811-final-1.pdf
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trading-update-presentation-2811-final-1.pdf


December 2019: 

 

The Sunday Times reported on 'CleanTreat' (29 December):  

 

 Scottish Salmon Watch published extensive details of CleanTreat, Ectosan & BMK08 

sourced from information supplied by the Scottish Government: CleanTreat: FOI Disclosures 

by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch 

January 2020: 

 

Benchmark deny a request by Scottish Salmon Watch for a site visit but appear to admit that 

trials of their CleanTreat technology (potentially including Imidacloprid) have already been 

carried out in Scotland.     

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/sunday-times-official-fears-revealed-over-toxic-threat-of-salmon-trade-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/cleaning-toxic-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/cleantreat-foi-disclosures-by-the-scottish-government-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/cleantreat-foi-disclosures-by-the-scottish-government-dec-2019.pdf
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/contact/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/official-fears-revealed-over-toxic-threat-of-salmon-trade-j0w50zwqq
http://cleantreat.no/


February 2020: 

 

Fish Farmer reported (11 February): "Over the past 24 months, more than 35,000 tonnes of 

salmon in five Norwegian farms have been treated with BMK08".   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch appealed to the Scottish Information Commissioner following a FOI 

refusal by SEPA to disclose information on BMK08/Ectodsan (still not knowing that it was 

Imidacloprid).   

 

Fish Farming Expert reported (28 February): "The arrival of a new salmon lice treatment is a 

step closer after its maker completed a regulatory dossier on the product as part of the process 

to win permission to use it.  The BMK08 lice treatment made by aquaculture health, nutrition 

and genetics business Benchmark Holdings has proved 99% effective in extensive trials in 

Norway but needs separate approval in each of the different countries where it might be used.  

In a report on the first quarter of its 2020 financial year, which runs from October 2019, 

Benchmark wrote that the dossier had been submitted but didn’t say where the submission 

was made. Regulatory approval is often sought in one country at a time, rather than in several 

at once, so that any alterations made during the process can then be included in subsequent 

applications in other jurisdictions."   

 

https://www.pressreader.com/uk/fish-farmer/20200211/282488595733006
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-treatment-now-in-hands-of-regulators/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1232994852884885504


 
 

March 2020: 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch, The Ferret and Fish Farming Expert report (17 May) that 

BMK08/Ectosan is Imidacloprid.   

 

 

https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-companies-bee-harming-pesticide/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/benchmark-sea-lice-treatment-revealed-in-asc-submission/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1233640695052853250
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-companies-bee-harming-pesticide/


 
 

Three days later on 20 March, Benchmark admit publicly for the first time that BMK08 is 

Imidacloprid. 

 

 

https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/bmk08/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/bmk08/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/benchmark-sea-lice-treatment-revealed-in-asc-submission/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/bmk08/


 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to SEPA's Chief Executive Terry A'Hearn asking him to 

reconsider SEPA's policy of secrecy on Imidacloprid.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI with the Norwegian Government, Scottish Government, 

VMD and SEPA re. Imidacloprid use in salmon farming.   

  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-sepa-re-imidacloprid-17-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-sepa-re-imidacloprid-17-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-on-imidacloprid-to-sepa-sg-vmd-17-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-on-imidacloprid-to-sepa-sg-vmd-17-march-2020.pdf
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/bmk08/
https://twitter.com/ProtectOurShore/status/1239927357537783809


 
 

May 2020: 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch cited a FOI disclosure from SEPA revealing that Mowi is seeking to 

use Ectosan in a field trial at their Ardnish salmon farm in Loch Ailort. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/secret-trials-scottish-salmon-doused-with-bee-killing-insecticide-imidacloprid.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/secret-trials-scottish-salmon-doused-with-bee-killing-insecticide-imidacloprid.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1239864757647220744
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1263009166462984192


The Scottish Greens wrote a letter to the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate 

Change & Land Reform (20 May) expressing deep concerns about the use of Imidacloprid in 

salmon farming.  The Ferret reported (24 May): 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch filed another FOI with the Scottish Government, SEPA and VMD. 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported (22 May): "Mowi Scotland has taken a first step towards the 

use of Benchmark’s lice medicine Ectosan in the country’s salmon farming industry.  The 

company has asked the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) for its support in 

carrying out a field trial at its Ardnish site, Loch Ailort, which is used for research.  Mowi, 

Scotland’s largest salmon farmer, discussed the possibility of a trial at a liaison meeting with 

SEPA staff and followed it up with a letter to the agency in March, although there has been 

no advancement since then." 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/scottish-greens-deeply-concerned-at-mowis-field-trial-of-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-in-loch-ailort.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/scottish-greens-deeply-concerned-at-mowis-field-trial-of-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-in-loch-ailort.html
https://theferret.scot/formaldehyde-pesticide-fish-farms-lochs/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-letter-to-scottish-ministers-sepa-vmd-re-field-trials-20-may-2020-1.pdf
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mowi-asks-to-trial-new-lice-drug-in-scotland/
https://theferret.scot/formaldehyde-pesticide-fish-farms-lochs/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mowi-asks-to-trial-new-lice-drug-in-scotland/


June 2020: 

 

Professor Dave Goulson of the University of Sussex publicly opposed the use of Imidacloprid 

in salmon farming - supported by other scientists.   

 

 

Read more via: Backgrounder: "Imidacloprid - A Neonicotinoid Insecticide Toxic to Aquatic 

Life" 

Scottish Salmon Watch filed another FOI with the Scottish Government, SEPA and VMD re. 

ecological risk assessments of Imidacloprid use in salmon farming (8 June 2020).  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scientific-opposition-to-neonicotinoid-use-in-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scientific-opposition-to-neonicotinoid-use-in-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/further-scientific-opposition-to-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/backgrounder-imidacloprid-a-neonicotinoid-insecticide-toxic-to-aquatic-life.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/backgrounder-imidacloprid-a-neonicotinoid-insecticide-toxic-to-aquatic-life.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/foi-letter-on-scientific-concerns-re-imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/foi-letter-on-scientific-concerns-re-imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://twitter.com/DaveGoulson/status/1269905823683293184


          

 

 
 

Read more online via Scottish Salmon Watch's web-page 'Chemicals' 

https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/chemicals
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-norwegian-newspaper-don-staniford-has-declared-war-against-norwegian-salmon-farming.html?fbclid=IwAR18QR-1AjjD4o2pF8uz2CIatBq5mZuI88HUteNkGo6HKkSkt2zXE8mAtb8

