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Mattilsynet: postmottak@mattilsynet.no 

                

                  25 February 2020  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

FOI on Infectious Salmon Anaemia & Norway's Ban on Salmon Egg Exports 

 

Yesterday, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Scottish Ministers with respect to 'Bio-security 

Protocols & Safety Precautions re. Ova Imports'.   Could you please provide information on 

the extent of Norway's problems with Infectious Salmon Anaemia including an update on the 

ban on exports of ova from salmon farming operations?  Please consider this a formal request 

for information under the relevant Freedom of Information and Environmental Information 

Regulations.  Please include emails, letters and other documents since 1 January 2019.   

 

As context, Scottish Salmon Watch is aware of an update to the European Commission 

provided by Mattilsynet in November 2019. 
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Undoubtedly you will all be aware of the damning report published in September 2019 by the 

European Free Trade Association's Surveillance Authority (ESA) which detailed a critical 

inspection of Norwegian salmon farms in May 2019 leading to a ban on exports in June 2019.   

 

 

 
 

 

- "ESA found that Norway must improve the controls of diseases in farmed 

fish/shellfish that will be traded in the EEA," reported  ESA in a press release dated 30 

September 2019.  "Currently, Norway cannot fully ensure that farmed fish/shellfish 

sent from Norway to other EEA-states does not affect the health of farmed fish/shellfish 

in the receiving countries." 

 

- "At the time of the mission there was no reliable system in place in Norway enabling 

identification of farms which have been granted ISA-free status," detailed the ESA 

report dated 23 September 2019.  "Moreover, in the majority of cases, such status has 

been granted without or with very limited involvement of the NFSA [Norwegian Food 

Safety Authority] staff prior to the stage when the formal application is forwarded to 

the NFSA.  The lack of official verification by the NFSA of surveillance activity 

undertaken to prove freedom from ISA casts significant doubt on the reliability of the 

statements included in the declaration of free status for compartments submitted by the 

NFSA since it is not in a position to ascertain the accuracy of the information being 

certified or ensure that no conflict of interest compromises the process." 

 

"Norway has submitted several declaration for dependent Infectious Salmon Anaemia 

(ISA)-free compartments: i.e. sites which are dependent on the health status of the 

surrounding water," detailed the ESA report published in September 2019.  "However, 

in these cases Norway does not apply additional disease surveillance activities to 

confirm that the sea waters surrounding element of the dependent compartment (e.g. 

neighbouring salmon farm or susceptible species of wild fish) can also be considered 

free of ISA.  The mission team considers that due to the lack of surveillance in 

surrounding waters and the absence of any additional measures to prevent the 

introduction of ISA to sea sites declared free of ISA, such dependent compartments 

should not be declared and certified for intra-EEA trade and export to third countries 

as ISA-free compartments." 
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Further information disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 

2020 paints an alarming picture of lax biosecurity and inadequate safety precautions with 

respect to Infectious Salmon Anaemia in Norway.   
 

- "Norway is unable to ensure that farmed fish/shellfish sent for export to other EEA 

states will not affect the health of farmed fish/shellfish in those receiving countries," 

explained the Scottish Government in a letter to Scottish Salmon Watch on 14 February 

2020.  "As of the date of this communication, the suspension remains in place as 

corrective measures are taken and implemented." 

 

- Fergus Ewing raised the issue with the Norwegian Government in late November 2019  

 

 - FOI documents cited "serious short falls" & "regulatory short comings in Norway" 

- "We cannot accept exports from Norway until authorities are able to attest to ISA 

disease freedom," admitted an internal Scottish Government memo in November 2019 

 

- "Yet another nightmare scenario and example of why we are rigorous in our 

implementation of the regulations and adherence to surveillance and control 

requirements to evidence and maintain disease status," said the Scottish Government in 

October 2019 

 

- "Scottish salmon production is heavily reliant upon the import of Norwegian ova ~ 

90% of ova imports come from Norway" claimed the Scottish Government in October 

2019.  "Scotland is free from ISA, no imports from Norway can be accepted unless an 

attestation of disease freedom can be signed by Norwegian Authorities."  

 

- "It certainly will have a significant impact if there is an impasse into the autumn, 

around 90% of our salmon ova are foreign sourced, the vast majority from Norway," 

stated an internal Scottish Government email in June 2019 
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- "In 2018 we imported 48 million salmon ova (41 consignments) from Norway and 

nearly 24 million this year (21 consignments)," stated an internal Scottish Government 

memo in October 2019 
 

- Salmon farmers in Scotland receive Norwegian ova from Mowi Norway (Tveitavag), 

Aquagen (Rimstad), Salmobreed, Grieg Seafood Rogaland (Erfjord Stamfisk) and AS 

Bolaks (Eikelandsosen and Nordveitgrend) 

 

 
 

The Ferret reported yesterday (24 February 2020): 

 

 
 

In February 2019, The Ferret revealed that Government officials raised concerns over the 

import to Scotland of salmon eggs from AquaGen in Norway after the outbreak of a deadly 

virus. 
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Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 

9.9 million ova imported by Mowi Norway between 4 April and 22 May 2019 (just before the 

Norwegian ban was imposed in June 2019): 

 

 
 

And another 7 million ova imported by Mowi Norway from January to 2 April 2019. 

 

 
 

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 

34.9 million ova imported by Marine Harvest Norway in 2018: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch is aware that Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) is a notifiable disease 

which must be reported to the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and infection 

with genotype HPR-deleted of the genus Isavirus (ISAV) is listed as a non-exotic disease 

under Annex IV, Part II of Council Directive 2006/88/EC (as amended in 2014/22/EU).  

 

In Norway, ISA was reported at a Mowi salmon farm in Nordland in July 2019 and at another 

Mowi salmon farm in Aukrasanden in April 2019 and at another Mowi salmon farm in 

Kjeahola in November 2019 and at Mowi's salmon farm at Finnoy in Rogaland also in 

November 2019.   

 

A suspected case of ISA at Laholmen in Finnmark was reported by Grieg to the Norwegian 

Food Safety Authority in January 2020.    

 

Intrafish reported in January 2020: 
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Intrafish reported in November 2019 that SalMar (owner of Scottish Sea Farms) notified the 

Norwegian Food Safety Authority of a positive test for ISA.    

 

 

 
 

 

Intrafish reported in April 2019: 
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In May 2019, Intrafish reported: "Mowi begins slaughter of 1.3 million fish in ISA outbreak". 

Intrafish reported in February 2019: 

 

 
 

 
 

Read more via the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE):  

"INFECTION WITH HPR-DELETED OR HPR0INFECTIOUS SALMON ANAEMIA 

VIRUS" 
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A scientific paper published in 2017 reported that "ISAV-HPR0 represents a reservoir and 

risk factor for the emergence of ISA disease": 

 

 
 

Read more via: 
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In February 2018, Norway's Ministry of Climate & Environment banned the import of 

Scottish salmon eggs citing risks of disease and genetic impacts of escapes under the 

Norwegian Nature Diversity Act.    

 

"Farmed salmon with partial Scottish origin increases the likelihood of a negative impact on 

Norwegian wild populations above negative effects with Norwegian farmed strains," stated 

the 22-page letter of refusal dated 9 February 2018 from Norway's Ministry of Climate & 

Environment to Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch).  "There is a high probability that 

genetic mixing between Norwegian wild salmon and farmed salmon of partly Scottish origin 

will increase the loss of genetic diversity." 

 

In a blistering email to Fergus Ewing (Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity) 

in February 2018, the head Landcatch (owned by Hendrix Genetics) accused the Scottish 

Government of taking a "massive risk" by allowing salmon eggs from Norway and Iceland to 

flood 'Scottish' salmon farms citing the danger of "transfer of ISA from infected countries 

such as Norway".   

 

"This means that the Scottish salmon industry is now 100% reliant on imported eggs - both a 

massive risk in the event of borders closing for disease issues (and also the transfer of ISA 

from infected countries such as Norway), but also making a complete mockery of the brand 

'Scottish Salmon'," stated the email to Fergus Ewing dated 12 February 2018.   

 

In an email obtained via FOI in December 2018 from the Scottish Government, the Cabinet 

Secretary for Rural Economy & Connectivity (Fergus Ewing) was warned that Norway's ban 

on ova imports "reeks of discriminatory trade practice". 

 

FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch on 1 

February 2019 reveal that Scottish salmon and trout farmers received ova during the 

2016/2017 season from broodstock held at a ISA suspected site operated by AquaGen at 

Tingvoll.   
 

In 2017, Fish Farming Expert reported: 
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"We have found another solution. We lost the one export permit to Scotland and found 

another solution this year with a partner that delivers to Scotland," AquaGen’s Nina Santi 

told SalmonBusiness in January 2018.  "We’ll be back with deliveries to Scotland in mid-

2018." 

 
 

In July 2017, Hendrix Genetics (owners of Landcatch) asked the Scottish Government "if the 

ISA outbreaks in Norway, in particular AquaGen, would have any effect on their ability to 

export eggs into Scotland".   

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Restrictions due to ISA suspicion also attached to AquaGens’ broodfish departments at the 

Vestseøra site in Hemne municipality 

ISA detected at salmon broodstock sites 

Aquagen ISA outbreak: cause unknown, but damage contained 
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Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 3 

million ova imported by AquaGen from Norway to Scotland in 2018 and 2019 - including to 

the Scottish Sea Farms Barcaldine Hatchery  officially 'opened' by Scotland's Minister for 

Public Finance and Digital Economy (Kate Forbes) and AquaGen's own Hollywood Salmon 

Farm (bought off Scottish Sea Farms and promoted by Scotland's Rural Economy Secretary, 

Fergus Ewing).      

 

 
 

AquaGen chairman Odd Magne Rødseth, speaking to Fish Farming Expert in November 

2017: "said the move to start egg production in Scotland would help serve the Scottish 

industry better and was also a precautionary measure against any ban on the import of eggs. 

“You never know whether will find some reason to close the border,” he said at the time. 

 

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-19-02663 on 14 February 2020 details 30 

shipments of ova totalling 24.6 million from AquaGen in Norway to Scotland in 2016.   
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Data disclosed by the Scottish Government in December 2019 via FOI-18-01553 details 5.5 

million ova imported from Norway by AquaGen in 2017 including to The Scottish Salmon 

Company's Kinlochmoidart Hatchery, Loch Duart's Duartmore Hatchery, Kames Fish 

Farming's Allt Mor (via JS Salmon) and Cooke Aquaculture's Ardtaraig Hatchery.    

 

 
 

Information obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government in February 2019 included: 

 

 
 

Read more via: Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from 

AquaGen in Norway 
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In conclusion, please provide information on the extent of Norway's problems with Infectious 

Salmon Anaemia including an update on the ban on exports of ova from salmon farming 

operations.  Please consider this a formal request for information under the relevant Freedom 

of Information and Environmental Information Regulations.  Please include emails, letters 

and other documents since 1 January 2019.   

 

For example, this would include any discussions at AquaNor in August 2019 (as detailed by 

documents disclosed via FOI-19-02663): 

 

"Mr Ewing raised this issue at a meeting with Mr Nesvik, the Norwegian Fisheries Minister, 

at AquaNOR in August," continued the Scottish Government briefing dated 15 October 2019 

(also copied to Scotland’s Chief Vet Sheila Voas and the Minister for Rural Affairs and the 

Natural Environment (Mairi Gougeon).  "The NFSA has been working hard to address the 

concerns raised during in the audit report however this has taken longer than expected. 

Current advice from the NFSA is that they are working along a plan which will enable 

exports from 1st November. This would be the start of Norway’s normal peak in ova exports. 

 Part of this process involves establishing a new list of ISA free compartments and 

discussions with EFTA to determine whether the issues raised have been satisfactorily 

resolved. Correspondence suggests that some areas will lose their ISA free status, and 

therefore the areas open to trade with Scotland will reduce. A risk of further delay, pending 

discussions with EFTA, also remains." 

 

And a visit by the Scottish Government to Norway in November 2019: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-19-02663---documents-for-release-1.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/civil-service/sheila-voas/
https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-rural-affairs-and-the-natural-environment/
https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/minister-for-rural-affairs-and-the-natural-environment/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/02/foi-19-02663/documents/foi-19-02663-information-released/foi-19-02663-information-released/govscot:document/FoI-19-02663+Information+released.pdf


 
 

Please also provide information - including emails, letters and other documents - relating to 

discussions by the Norwegian Government and Mattilsynet (Norwegian Food Safety 

Authority) and EFTA (as well as other agencies such as the European Commission).  This 

email obtained via FOI-19-02663 refers to a meeting between Mattilsynet and EFTS on 29 

May 2019.   

 

 
 

Read in full via: 

FOI Dossier: Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks (February 2020) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-dossier---norwegian-ova-banned-due-to-isa---feb-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/02/foi-19-02663/documents/foi-19-02663-information-released/foi-19-02663-information-released/govscot:document/FoI-19-02663+Information+released.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/02/foi-19-02663/documents/foi-19-02663-information-released/foi-19-02663-information-released/govscot:document/FoI-19-02663+Information+released.pdf


Please provide a receipt for this FOI request and please provide the information electronically 

to mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com.  If you have any queries please do not hesitate to 

contact me on +44 7771 541826.   

 

 

For more background on this vital food safety and bio-security issue please read: 

 

Letter to Scottish Ministers: "Bio-security Protocols & Safety Precautions re. Ova Imports"  

The Ferret: "Imports of Norwegian salmon eggs banned over deadly virus"  

Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 

Cc: 

 

Geir Inge Sivertsen (Norwegian Minister of Fisheries and Seafood): postmottak@nfd.dep.no  

 

Sveinung Rotevatn (Norwegian Minister of Climate and Environment): 

postmottak@kld.dep.no  

 

Kristina Landsverk, Chief Veterinary Officer at the Norwegian Food Safety Authority: 

Kristina.Landsverk@mattilsynet.no 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-bio-security-protocols-safety-precautions-re-ova-imports.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-ferret-imports-of-norwegian-salmon-eggs-banned-over-deadly-virus-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/norwegian-salmon-egg-exports-banned-due-to-disease-risks.html
mailto:postmottak@nfd.dep.no
mailto:postmottak@kld.dep.no
mailto:Kristina.Landsverk@mattilsynet.no
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/diseases

