Scamon Scotland, 15 March 2022
Exposed: 40 Million+ Litres of Toxic Hydrogen Peroxide
Used on ‘Responsibly Farmed’, RSPCA Assured & ‘Organic’ Scottish Salmon Since 2016!

- FOI reveals use of shellfish-killing Hydrogen Peroxide at over 200 salmon farms
- Mowi heads toxic list with 17 million litres followed by The Scottish Salmon Company
with 7 million+ litres, Grieg Seafood with 5 million+ litres, Cooke Aquaculture with 4.5
million+ litres & Scottish Sea Farms with 4 million+ litres used since 2016
- Hydrogen Peroxide cited in death reports of nearly one million farmed salmon since 2017
- Peer reviewed science shows Hydrogen Peroxide kills shellfish, seaweed & salmon
- Campaigners call for a ban on toxic chemicals and a public register of use on salmon
farms including use of Hydrogen Peroxide, Azamethiphos & Deltamethrin via wellboats
- “SEPA are working towards ensuring all data is made easily accessible by publication”
A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency reveals the
use of over 40 million litres of Hydrogen Peroxide at over 200 salmon farms across Scotland
since 2016 [1]. Hydrogen peroxide is a toxic chemical shown by peer-reviewed science to be
lethal to shellfish, seaweed/kelp and even farmed salmon yet it is permitted for use via the Soil
Association’s ‘organic’ standards, RSPCA Assured and by the Aquaculture Stewardship
Council’s salmon standard which deceptively markets Scottish salmon as “farmed responsibly”.

“If consumers knew how many toxic chemicals were used in the salmon pharming industry they
would avoid Scottish salmon – even so-called ‘organic’ salmon, RSPCA Assured ‘welfare
friendly’ salmon and ‘responsibly farmed’ ASC salmon - like the plague,” said Don Staniford,

Director of Scamon Scotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch). “Scottish salmon is chemically
embalmed with a cocktail of hazardous chemicals used to kills lice parasites and treat for
infectious diseases. Peer-reviewed scientific research has shown that Hydrogen Peroxide kills
shellfish, seaweed and salmon yet over 40 million litres have been used on over 200 salmon
farms since 2016. Shamefully, the Soil Association, the Aquaculture Stewardship Council and
RSPCA Assured all sanction the use of Hydrogen Peroxide and other toxic chemicals such as
Deltamethrin as well as antibiotics such as Oxytetracycline. The greenwashing of toxic Scottish
salmon must stop. The next time you see ‘responsibly sourced’ Scottish salmon in Tesco,
Sainsbury’s, Aldi, Lidl or other supermarkets please steer clear.”
Here’s a summary of SEPA’s FOI disclosure (F0192861) dated 1 March 2022:

Salmon farms reporting the use of toxic Hydrogen peroxide – shown by peer-reviewed science to
be lethal to shellfish and seaweed/kelp – during 2021 and 2020 include sites certified as
‘organic’ by the Soil Association (Mowi’s Portnalong salmon farm in Loch Harport; Mowi’s
salmon farm at Sconser in Balmeanach Bay and Mowi’s Invasion Bay salmon farm in Loch
Sunart); sites certified as “farmed responsibly” by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (Mowi’s
salmon farms at MacLeans Nose, Rum, Stulaigh Island, Invasion Bay) and sites currently being
audited by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (Mowi’s salmon farms at Ardintoul, Camus
Glas, Caolas a Deas East, Caolas a Deas West, Sron (Alsh) and Grey Horse Channel; and salmon
farms operated by Scottish Sea Farms at Tanera (Summer Isles), Westerbister and Toy Ness):

Here’s the salmon farms reporting the most Hydrogen Peroxide use in 2021 (the Top 25) –
headed by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Kishorn and including Mowi’s Invasion Bay salmon farm
in Loch Sunart which is currently certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil Association (76 salmon farms
reported use of Hydrogen Peroxide to SEPA in 2021 – including Mowi’s Mowi’s Portnalong
salmon farm in Loch Harport which is also currently certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil
Association):

Here’s the salmon farms reporting the most Hydrogen Peroxide use in 2020 (the Top 25) –
headed by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Kishorn and including Mowi’s Mowi’s Portnalong
salmon farm in Loch Harport which is currently certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil Association
and Mowi’s Sconser salmon farm at Balmeanach Bay on the Isle of Skye which was certified as
organic up to at least 24 February 2022 (78 salmon farms reported use of Hydrogen Peroxide to
SEPA in 2020):

Documents disclosed by SEPA to Scamon Scotland on 1 March 2022 via F0192861:
SEPA FOI reply letter 1 March 2022 Hydrogen Peroxide Use on Salmon Farms EIR Response
F0192861
Excel #1 Hydrogen Peroxide 2021
Excel #2 Hydrogen Peroxide 2020
Excel #3 Hydrogen Peroxide 2016 to 2019
Excel #4 Marine Scotland Wellboats Treatments 2020

Scamon Scotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch) is calling on the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency to establish a public register of all toxic chemical use – including Hydrogen
Peroxide, Formaldehyde (Formalin), antibiotics and the banned neonicotinoid Imidacloprid
which salmon farmers are seeking approval to use in Scotland.
“SEPA are working towards ensuring all data is made easily accessible by publication,”
explained SEPA’s FOI reply letter dated 1 March 2022. “We are currently exploring how we
could make information hydrogen peroxide available via Scotland’s Aquaculture Website. This
requires development of the website and we are exploring with partners how we best achieve this
as we prioritise improvements to our Information systems post the serious cyber-attack SEPA
experienced at the end of 2020. We can advise that treatments at fish farms can either be carried
out directly in the pens or onboard wellboats adjacent to the pens. Authorisation and regulation
of discharge treatment solutions from wellboats passed from Marine Scotland to SEPA on 9
November 2020.”
SEPA disclosed further information on the use of Hydrogen Peroxide since 2015 last month (21
February 2022) via F0193863 – with 60 million litres used since 2015 (a staggering 19.6 million
litres were used in 2015).

Here’s the Top 25 salmon farms using the most Hydrogen Peroxide in 2015 – headed by Marine
Harvest (renamed Mowi in 2019) in Loch Torridon where over 1 million litres was used at one
salmon farm and 369,250 litres were used at Mowi’s Isle of Ewe salmon farm (a site which
harvested their first ‘organic’ salmon – as certified by the Soil Association – in 2020):

The Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture obtained further information on Hydrogen
Peroxide use on salmon farms in Scotland in 2017 – detailing data on the use of Hydrogen
Peroxide at salmon farms from 2002 to 2015.

The Sunday Times reported in February 2017:

Taking the FOI disclosures together, 79.8 million litres of ‘environmentally friendly’ Hydrogen
Peroxide has been reported as used on salmon farms in Scotland since 2002 – with 2015 by far
the worst year (however it is unclear if use via well boats has been fully reported):

The decline in the use of Hydrogen Peroxide in Scotland has been mirrored in Norway according
to data published by the Norwegian Veterinary Institute in 2021:

Last week (8 March 2022), the Norwegian Veterinary Institute published data for 2021 including
the use of the banned neonicotinoid Imidacloprid which started in 2021:

Mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 7 March
2022 cites the use of Hydrogen Peroxide (also referred to as H202 and Paramove 50) in 71
‘Mortality Event Reports’ involving 957,261 dead farmed salmon since 2017 – including:
October 2021: Camus Glas (Mowi) – 34,396 morts: “Reported mortality is a continuance of
post peroxide treatments”
October 2021: Camus Glas (Mowi) – 8, 146 morts: “Three peroxide treatments recently on
05/09, 25/09 and 18/10. Mortality elevated after each treatment attributed to a poor stock of fish”
October 2021: Camus Glas (Mowi) – 27,987 morts: “Mortality after peroxide treatment”.
January 2021: Lismore West (Scottish Sea Farms): 7,348 morts: “Post peroxide tarp
treatment. Treatment was aborted early. Unsure what exactly the issue was”

January 2021: Nevis (Scottish Sea Farms) - 7,114 morts: “Peroxide treatment for CGD,
treatment caused mortality due to the gills being so compromised”
January 2021: Cairidh (Mowi) - 8,700 morts: “Acute losses due to Peroxide and FW
treatments”
December 2020: South West Shuna (Mowi) - 10,314 morts: “Acute mortality due to Peroxide
treatments”
December 2020: Sconser Quarry (Mowi) – 9,427 morts: “Acute losses following peroxide
treatment”
September 2020: Loch Carnan (Loch Duart) - 4,323 morts: “Treatment with Paramove 50
treatments were initiated resulting in the increased morts”
November 2019: Bloody Bay (Scottish Sea Farms) – 51,430 morts: “Post treatment hydrogen peroxide for gills”
November 2019: Bloody Bay (Scottish Sea Farms) – 8,035 morts: “Post treatment - hydrogen
peroxide for gills”
October 2019: Seaforth (Mowi) – 15,092 morts: “Treatment losses - AGD peroxide
treatment”
August 2019: Swinning 3 (Grieg Seafood) – 7010 morts: “Peroxide treatments and failed
smolts”
December 2018: Nevis (Scottish Sea Farms) – 3,714 morts: “AGD treatment losses (peroxide
treatment)”
November 2018: Plocrapol (The Scottish Salmon Company) – 1,620 morts: “Post peroxide
treatment, Some PGD”
November 2018: Kishorn (Scottish Sea Farms) - 8,370 morts: “Treatment with peroxide for
AGD”
September 2017: Vuia Mor (The Scottish Salmon Company) – 13,246 morts: “Gill health
issues with some post treatment losses but treatment (Hydrogen peroxide) still ongoing so are
expecting further losses”
August 2017: North Voe (Grieg Seafood) - 5,316 morts: “Losses post treatment with hydrogen
peroxide for AGD”
August 2017: Loch Odhairn (The Scottish Salmon Company) - 26,960 morts: “Tried a
peroxide treatment which was unsuccessful”

August 2017: Loch Odhairn (The Scottish Salmon Company) - 10,327 morts: “Tried a
peroxide treatment which was unsuccessful”
August 2017: Inch Kenneth (The Scottish Salmon Company) – 3,937 morts: “Post treatment
(H2O2) losses. Fish recovering from PD”
March 2017: Ardcastle Bay (The Scottish Salmon Company) – 8,310 morts: “Post H202
treatment, compromised gills”
Mowi reported mass mortalities at their Ardintoul salmon farm – certified as ‘welfare friendly’
via RSPCA Assured and currently being audited by the ASC as “farmed responsibly” – including
over 22,000 morts in February 2022 linked to the use of Hydrogen Peroxide (H202):

Here’s some of the ‘Mortality Event Reports’ involving Hydrogen Peroxide reported since 2017:

“Salmon pharmers are killing hundreds of thousands of farmed salmon – not to mention shellfish
and other marine life - each year with toxic chemicals,” said Don Staniford, Director of Scamon
Scotland. “Salmon farming is Scotland’s ‘Silent Spring of the Sea’. Norway publishes data on
the use of toxic chemicals every year on salmon farms so why is there no public register in
Scotland? Salmon farms should come clean on their use of Hydrogen Peroxide and other
shellfish-killing chemicals such as Deltamethrin, Azamethiphos and Emamectin benzoate in
addition to Formaldehyde (Formalin), antibiotics such as Oxytetracycline and Florfenicol and the
banned neonicotinoid Imidacloprid. Data on sea lice infestation rates and mortalities are
routinely published but data on the use of toxic chemicals and infectious diseases is woefully
lacking. Shame on the Soil Association, RSPCA Assured and the Aquaculture Stewardship
Council for sanctioning the use of toxic chemicals on salmon farms across Scotland.”

Last month (27 February 2022), Scamon Scotland revealed how salmon farms in Scotland had
increased their use of antibiotics (Oxytetracycline and Florfenicol) by 5000% (a 51-fold increase
since 2016) with Mowi accounting for 88% of antibiotic use.
Scamon Scotland revealed (3 February 2022) that Mowi’s claim on BBC TV that it used “hardly
any chemical treatments at all” was complete and utter bullshit.
In January 2022, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed how the use of toxic chemicals
(Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin and Emamectin benzoate) on salmon farms in Scotland more than
doubled since 2018.
In November 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch reported on the lack of official government reporting
of toxic chemical use – including the use of Azamethiphos and Deltamethrin via wellboats and
the use of other toxic chemicals such as Formaldehyde (Formalin) and Hydrogen Peroxide.
On 7 March 2022, Scamon Scotland requested further information and clarification on the
'organic' status of salmon farms in a letter sent to the Soil Association - download in full as a
PDF online here. The Soil Association’s salmon standards permit the use of both Hydrogen
Peroxide and Deltamethrin.

Read more via:
The Ferret/Sunday National: "Use of Drugs At Fish Farms Rises 50 Times in Six Years"
Drug Addict Alert: Scottish Salmon's Fifty-Fold Increase in Antibiotics Since 2016!
Media Backgrounder: "Mowi's Increasing Disease Problems Drives Increases in Antibiotic Use"
Mowi's Pure Bullshit (#1 in a regular series): "hardly any chemical treatments at all"
Toxic Scottish Salmon - Chemical Use Doubles Since 2018!

Slicegate: How SEPA Opened the Floodgates to Toxic Scottish Salmon (Following Intense
Lobbying from the Salmafia)!
Mowi's 'Host' With the Most....Toxic Chemicals & Antibiotics (certified as "responsibly farmed"
by the ASC)!
Salmon Pharming's 'Silent Spring' of the Sea
The Guardian: "‘Novichok for insects’ may be approved for Scottish fish farms"
Please Ban Deltamethrin Use by Scottish Salmon Pharmers!
Toxic Salmon Corrodes Soil Association's 'Organic' Principles
The Devil is in the Data - why no published figures on use of toxic chemicals via wellboats?
Fury as fish farm pesticide pollution rises 72% in a year
Closing the Net on Salmon Farming's Use of Toxic Chemicals
Public Register of Toxic Chemicals Used in Scottish Salmon Farming?
Anyone for ASC-Certified Scottish Salmon Doused in Carcinogenic Formaldehyde?
Under the Cloak of Coronavirus: SEPA open the floodgates to lobster-killing chemicals!
Media Backgrounder: Chemically Embalmed Scottish Farmed Salmon
Slicegate: Anatomy & Chronology of an Environmental Lobotomy - How the Scottish
Environmental Protection Agency was Sliced to death by the Scottish Government and salmon
farming lobby
Salmon farming in crisis: 'We are seeing a chemical arms race in the seas'
The Sunday Times: "Salmon industry toxins soar by 1000 per cent"
Scottish Salmon's Lethal Legacy - Ten-fold Increase in Toxic Chemical Use in Ten Years
Scientific Backgrounder: Ecotoxicity & Chemical Resistance
Media Backgrounder: Scotland's 'Silent Spring' of the Sea
Daily Mail: "The toxic chemicals in farmed salmon straight from the loch"
Scottish Salmon Overdoses on Toxic Chemical
Scottish fish farmers use record amounts of parasite pesticides
Chemicals to control salmon parasites
Silent Spring of the Sea

Contact:
Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills.com)

Media Backgrounder: Hydrogen Peroxide – the Salmon & Shellfish Killer endorsed by the
Aquaculture Stewardship Council, RSPCA Assured & the Soil Association!
Peer-reviewed scientific research has shown how toxic Hydrogen Peroxide is to the marine
environment – including shellfish such as shrimp and seaweed/kelp. A scientific paper published
in the journal Ecotoxicology and Environmental Safety in September 2019 concluded that
“treatment water with toxic concentrations of H2O2 (1.5 mg/L) could reach P. borealis living
more than 1 km from a treated salmon farm”:

“Norwegian fishermen have observed that Northern shrimp (Pandalus borealis) have
disappeared from several shrimp fields in areas with salmon farms and this observation was
confirmed by the Institute of Marine Research for the coast of Helgeland (Eraker, 2016;
Steinhold and Thonhagen, 2017),” reported the paper. “The fishermen claim that shrimp
disappear from areas where chemicals are used to treat salmon against lice. Concern has also
been raised about potential negative effects on the kelp community, due to the sensitivity of
sugar kelp (Saccharina latissimi) to H2O2 (Haugland et al., 2019)….. Results from dispersion
modelling (literature data) together with the current experiments indicate that treatment water
with toxic concentrations of H2O2 (1.5 mg/L) could reach P. borealis living more than 1 km from
a treated salmon farm.”

The Bulletin of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology reported in September 2020:

The scientific journal Ecotoxicology and Environmental Safety reported in November 2020:

The scientific paper included:

In other words:

A scientific paper published in the journal Aquaculture Environment Interactions in January
2019 reported:

A scientific paper published in FACETS in December 2019 reported:

Hydrogen Peroxide can also be lethal to farmed salmon as well as non-target species. The
Institute of Marine Research in Bergen, Norway, reported in December 2017:

The Fish Site reported in April 2018:

Yet salmon pharmers have presented Hydrogen Peroxide as an environmentally benign bath.
Here’s Cooke Aquaculture’s rose-tinted view of bath time on the salmon farm (in a document
published by the Scottish Government – now deleted):

In the warped world of chemically embalmed salmon, pharmers see bath treatments as beauty
treatments not instruments of torture.

The Advocate reported in April 2017:

Fish Farming Expert reported in September 2018:

Salmon Business reported in September 2018:

A paper published in the journal Aquaculture in February 2017 reported:

CNN reported in 2017:

Fish Farming Expert reported in 2016:

A factsheet published by Salmon Scotland claims that Hydrogen Peroxide is “is of low
environmental concern” and “has no wider adverse environmental impact”:

Hydrogen Peroxide is endorsed by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council, according to Solvay’s
website (Solvay manufacturers the Hydrogen Peroxide formulation Paramove 50):

The ASC’s latest version of their salmon standard (July 2019) endorses the use of Hydrogen
Peroxide:

Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Soil Association in March 2021 asking why Hydrogen
Peroxide was endorsed under ‘organic’ salmon farming:
From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Mar 22, 2021 at 7:49 AM
Subject: Addendum: Is the carcinogenic chemical Formalin & toxic Hydrogen peroxide
permitted by the Soil Association?
To: <contact@soilassociation.org>, <cert@soilassociation.org>, <lbowles@soilassociation.org>,
Helen Browning <hbrowning@soilassociation.org>, <mdawson@soilassociation.org>,
<jcashmore@soilassociation.org>, <JLewis@soilassociation.org>,
<lpharoah@soilassociation.org>, <abehan@soilassociation.org>,
<jdingwall@soilassociation.org>, <acartwright@soilassociation.org>
In addition, does the Soil Association's aquaculture standards permit the use of the toxic
chemical Hydrogen peroxide?
A scientific paper - "Gill damage and delayed mortality of Northern shrimp (Pandalus borealis)
after short time exposure to anti-parasitic veterinary medicine containing hydrogen peroxide" published in Ecotoxicology & Environmental Safety in September 2019 reported that:
"Results from dispersion modelling (literature data) together with the current experiments
indicate that treatment water with toxic concentrations of H2O2 (1.5 mg/L) could reach P.
borealis living more than 1 km from a treated salmon farm"
Another scientific paper - "Acute toxic effects of hydrogen peroxide, used for salmon lice
treatment, on the survival of polychaetes Capitella sp. and Ophryotrocha spp" - published in
Aquaculture Environmental Interactions in August 2018 detailed further toxic impacts.
Are Mowi and Organic Sea Harvest - certified by the Soil Association as 'organic' - using
Hydrogen Peroxide?

The RSPCA’s salmon standards (February 2021) – supervised by a Who’s Who of salmon
farming representatives including Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Loch Duart and Cooke - sanction
the use of Hydrogen Peroxide and other toxic chemicals on RSPCA Assured salmon farms:

Here’s a specimen prescription signed by Dr Ronnie Soutar (head vet with Scottish Sea Farms
and current chair of the SSPCA – until May 2022 when he is replaced):

According to the Veterinary Medicines Directorate:

And:

Another VMD document for a different Hydrogen Peroxide brand includes:

And:

A factsheet published by MSD Animal Health advocates the use of Hydrogen Peroxide together
with SLICE (Emamectin benzoate):

A press release published by The Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture in February
2017 included:

The Sunday Times reported in February 2017:

Watch video footage of Paramove 50 at Marine Harvest (Mowi):

Watch video footage from Loch Duart in North Uist:

Watch video footage at Wester Ross Salmon:

Watch video footage at Loch Duart in Badcall Bay:

Watch video footage at Mowi in Argyll:

Watch video footage at Kames in Argyll:

Watch video footage of tankers and containers of Hydrogen Peroxide at Ferguson Transport near
Fort William:

Notes to Editors:
[1]
From: Access to Information Enquiries <foi@sepa.org.uk>
Date: Tue, Mar 1, 2022 at 9:29 AM
Subject: Request for Information Response - F0192861
To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Cc: Access to Information Enquiries foi@sepa.org.uk
OFFICIAL
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION – RESPONSE
We apologise for the delay in providing this response.
SEPA Access to Information Team began working remotely on 17 March 2020 due to COVID19. In addition, there was continued disruption due to a sophisticated criminal cyber-attack on
Christmas Eve 2020 which have significantly affected SEPA’s ability to respond to Access to
Information enquiries. More information about SEPA’s response and service status can be found
here: https://www.sepa.org.uk/about-us/cyber-attack
Please see the enclosed response.
If you are not satisfied with the response provided and wish to request a formal review. You have
40 working days from the date of this email to request a formal review from SEPA at:
foi@sepa.org.uk
If you are still not satisfied, following the completion of a formal review, you can appeal to the
Scottish Information Commissioner. www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal
Your unique reference number is F0192861. Please quote this in any future contact with us about
your request.
Carol Ann Morland
Access to Information Team

SEPA FOI reply letter 1 March 2022 Hydrogen Peroxide Use on Salmon Farms EIR Response
F0192861

Excel #1: Hydrogen Peroxide use in 2021: 2,224,225 litres (76 sites)
Excel #1 Hydrogen Peroxide 2021
Note from SEPA:

Excel #2: Hydrogen Peroxide use in 2020: 5,181,717 litres (78 sites)
Excel #2 Hydrogen Peroxide 2020
Note from SEPA:

Excel #3: Hydrogen Peroxide use from 2016 to 2019 (199 salmon farms reported use of
Hydrogen Peroxide – total use was 33.3 million litres):
Excel #3 Hydrogen Peroxide 2016 to 2019
Note from SEPA:

- 2019: 6,671,591 litres (100 sites)
- 2018: 5,272,756 litres (104 sites)
- 2017: 9,504,379 litres (133 sites)
- 2016: 11,873,925 litres (130 sites)
Mowi (Marine Harvest): 14.7 million litres

The Scottish Salmon Company: 5.7 million litres
Grieg Seafood: 4.6 million litres
Cooke Aquaculture: 3.8 million litres
Scottish Sea Farms: 2.9 million litres
Loch Duart: 1.1 million litres
Kames: 0.4 million litres
Wester Ross: 0.05 million litres
2019 (Top 25 largest using sites only listed):

2018 (Top 25 largest using sites only listed):

2017 (Top 25 largest using sites only listed):

2016 (Top 25 largest using sites only listed):

Excel #4: Marine Scotland wellboats treatments 2020 (only one company – Scottish Sea
Farms – reported the use of Hydrogen Peroxide):
Excel #4 Marine Scotland Wellboats Treatments 2020

The Excel spreadsheet also cited:
Covid-19 variation 04/20 example - useful for understanding the variation data collection:
http://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/scottish_sea_farms_ltd_-_16_april_2020_0.pdf

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 9, 2020 at 10:46 PM
Subject: FOI re. Hydrogen Peroxide use on salmon farms in Scotland since 1 January 2016
To: AccesstoInformation <foi@sepa.org.uk>;
Please provide information on the use of Hydrogen Peroxide in salmon farming - via both
wellboats, tarpaulins and any other methods - since 1 January 2016.
Please include Excel spreadsheets, data, emails, letters, reports and any other information related
to the use of Hydrogen Peroxide in salmon farming in Scotland.
Please also include any information including emails, discussions with the Scottish Government,
SSPO and any other parties relating to the non-reporting and non-recording of Hydrogen
Peroxide use.
For example, please explain why the use of Hydrogen Peroxide is not included via the 'Scotland's
Aquaculture' database:
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.asp
x
As context, the information provided on 30 September 2020 via FOI/202000084741 - online via
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084741/ - included data on the use of Hydrogen
Peroxide (Paramove) in 2019 via wellboats; namely:

Scottish Salmon Watch finds it difficult to believe that this was the only use of Hydrogen
Peroxide in 2019 - where is the data for use of Hydrogen Peroxide via tarpaulins and any other
methods of application?

Another FOI replied to by the Scottish Government on 30 September 2020 (FOI-202000084355)
detailed an Excel spreadsheet of data of chemical use via wellboats for 2018:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084355/ - including data on the use of Hydrogen
Peroxide:

Again, Scottish Salmon Watch struggles to believe that Grieg Seafood was the only user of
Hydrogen Peroxide in 2018.
In April 2018, a FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government provided data on Hydrogen
Peroxide use via wellboats (although it appears the data returns were not complete):
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-00985/ - including:

Please note that GAAIA published data on Hydrogen Peroxide use in February 2017 obtained
from SEPA via FOI for period 2005 to 2015 - online here
Read more via "Sky-Rocketing Chemical Use on Scottish Salmon Farms - Hydrogen Peroxide
use leaps from 19,000 litres in 2005 to 19m litres in 2015"
A FOI reply from the Scottish Government in April 2019 provided some details on Hydrogen
Peroxide use on salmon farms but no site specific data: https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi19-00723/
Another FOI reply from the Scottish Government in December 2017 provided information on
mortalities associated with the use of Hydrogen Peroxide in salmon farming:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-02755/
Another FOI reply from the Scottish Government in December 2018 refused to provide
information on Hydrogen Peroxide: https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-03273/

Please therefore provide data on the use of Hydrogen Peroxide since 1 January 2016 (effectively
an update on the data published by GAAIA in February 2017) and provide information
pertaining to why the use of Hydrogen Peroxide has remained unreported, unrecorded and/or
unpublished including any discussions with the Scottish Government, the SSPO, Mowi and other
salmon farming companies.

Please consider this a formal FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information
regulations.
Please provide the information electronically.
Please provide a receipt for this FOI request.
Thanks,
Don Staniford
Director, Scottish Salmon Watch

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Dec 10, 2020 at 9:58 AM
Subject: Addendum: FOI re. Hydrogen Peroxide use on salmon farms in Scotland since 1
January 2016
To: AccesstoInformation <foi@sepa.org.uk>
In addition to the FOI filed last night (9 December 2020), Scottish Salmon Watch fully
appreciates that SEPA has disclosed various data on Hydrogen Peroxide via FOI previously including via https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/#

Scottish Salmon Watch does not seek to duplicate previous FOI disclosures but merely is seeking
a comprehensive database for Hydrogen Peroxide use in the same way as use of Azamethiphos,
Deltamethrin and Emamectin benzoate is recorded and published via Scotland's Aquaculture
(this sadly does not currently include use via wellboats) and via SEPA's SPRI (this is sadly not
current and does not distinguish between use via wellboats and tarpaulins).
We understand via a FOI disclosure in November 2019:
•
•

F0191054 Response r
191018-HydrogenPeroxide-18

That Hydrogen Peroxide use by salmon farms was disclosed with the Top Ten uses out of 104
reports detailed as:

SEPA's letter dated 8 November 2019 included:

We are therefore requesting 2019 data in full which should now be available as well as 2020 data
(at least for Q1, Q2 and Q3).
Via F0190238 EIR Response r in April 2019, SEPA also stated:

For the sake of clarification, Scottish Salmon Watch is therefore requesting data for ALL use of
hydrogen peroxide on salmon farms since 1 January 2016. Where this does NOT include
wellboat use please indicate as such (the previous data disclosed in January 2017 via F0187295
AntibioticHydrogenPeroxideData released for 2002 to 2015 is understood to NOT have included
Hydrogen Peroxide use via wellboats).
I hope this clarifies yesterday's FOI request.
Thanks,
Don

Here’s the Scottish Government’s reply in January 2021:

