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BIM, salmon deaths and the North Korean approach to democracy

BY DR RODERICK 
O’SULLIVAN

A TOTAL of 410 objections
lie on Minister Simon
Coveney’s desk as he rumi-
nates on the pitfalls of rub-
ber-stamping BIM’s request
to build the world’s largest
salmon farm in Galway Bay.
And who could possibly
object to the Minister’s claim
that his decision “will rest
solely on sound science”? 

But hold on a second!
Surely common sense
demands that all such sound
science be investigated prior
to the Minister lavishing mil-
lions of taxpayers’ euros on

consultant fees and a serious-
ly discredited environmental
impact statement? 

And what about the vast
media expenses he’s spent on
“reassuring” the public on
how environmentally safe
and financially bountiful his
salmon farming extravaganza
was going to be for Galway
Bay? 

We all know that the Minis-
ter will concentrate on the
“science” that he approves of
while quietly ignoring the
mountain of damning data
stacked against building of
his complex. Let’s flick
through the main scientific
landmarks showing why this
complex should never go
ahead. 

As far back as 1993, Irish
government scientists found
that 94% of lice responsible
for killing wild salmon origi-
nated from neighbouring
salmon farms. 

Due to “compelling evi-
dence linking salmon farms
to wild salmon deaths”, the
government of Alaska bans
all salmon farming. 

Because of the threats

posed to wild salmon, the
Norwegian Royal Commis-
sion on Salmon Farming
insisted salmon farms be dis-
tanced twenty miles from
wild salmon waters. 

After three years of rigor-
ous analyses, the Cohen
Commission in British
Columbia [2012] blamed
farms for wild salmon eradi-
cation and recommended
salmon farms be immediately
removed from wild salmon
waters. 

The Scottish Oceans Insti-
tute found [2012], after eleven
years of hands-on investiga-
tions, that salmon farming
was responsible for 39% of
wild salmon deaths.

Inland Fisheries Ireland,
the State body responsible for
wild fish conservation, is
adamantly against the build-
ing of BIM’s farm – on scien-
tific grounds. 

The Marine Institute [2013]
showed that lice from salmon
farms were likely responsible
for a 20% mortality in the
numbers of migrating salmon
smolts. 

Sixty-two research papers

from Canada, Scotland, Ire-
land and Chile point to
salmon farms being responsi-
ble for eradication of wild
salmon and sea trout. Can all
these agencies, scientists,
organisations be in error?  

By continuing to ignore
this wealth of evidence from
impeccable sources, BIM’s
entrenched obstinacy resem-
bles the catch-cry of the
North Korean leader Kim
Jung-Un: “The world is wrong
– I’m right.” 

If the Minister follows the
same despotic approach and
licences BIM’s complex then
the Irish public have a right
to know WHY? The answer
lies in the words of ex-US
president, Bill Clinton, “It’s
the economy, stupid!” Two
years ago, China was the
main destination for Nor-
way’s farmed salmon. 

When Norway awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize to the
outlawed Chinese political
activist, Liu Xiaobo, the Chi-
nese government responded
by refusing to accept Norwe-
gian farmed salmon. Mr
Coveney flew to Shanghai to

claim he could fill the void
with Irish salmon. 

To fulfil this Alice-in-Won-
derland commitment, he
must first build a string of
industrial-sized salmon farm
complexes around the Irish
coastline, starting with BIM’s
15,000 tonne per annum con-
glomeration in Galway Bay. 

This will be followed by Mr
Coveney sanctioning even
larger complexes on Done-
gal’s Gola Island; the eastern
shore of Inis Turk in Mayo;
the north-east of the Skerd
Rocks in South Connemara,
and six other coastal sites
have been earmarked by BIM
as future potential sites.

To win over a sceptical
public for its Galway Bay
complex, BIM grossly exag-
gerates job possibilities while
their PR machine smoothly
glosses over the ominous
threat of extinction to the
Bay’s wild salmon. 

Such a catastrophe will
result in the destruction of an
essential segment of our natu-
ral heritage and will cause
serious job losses in Galway’s
vibrant tourism and angling

sectors. 
Pollution threats to Galway

Bay and to commercial shell-
fish enterprises are similarly
pooh-poohed by BIM’s in
their lavish advertising cam-
paigns and by their smooth
talking teams who’ve spent
hundreds of hours wooing
the inhabitants of Inis Oirr. 

But give the Irish public
their due; they’re not quite as
gullible as BIM would like to
believe. 

The Moriarty Tribunal
exposed just how many high-
level political decisions are
dictated by the lure of mas-
sive profits rather than on sci-
entific, environmental or
moral grounds. This myopic
mind-set has greatly con-
tributed to the bankrupting of
our State and to saddling us
with long-term crippling bills. 

The public are likely to be
further unimpressed by the
current rumour that BIM’s
upper crust are in line for six-
figure bonuses should their
complex get the Ministerial
green light. 

But, the truth will out –
Galway County Council

recently took a courageous
stand against the building of
BIM’s giant farm. Galway’s
mayor is vehemently against
it. And it’s not only Galway’s
officials who’re concerned
about the environmental fall-
outs from Mr Coveney’s Chi-
nese punt – the County Coun-
cils of Ballina, Castlebar and
Killarney have taken a similar
stance. 

So have An Taisce, plus
numerous angling and envi-
ronmental organisations.
RISE (Rural Ireland Says
Enough), an umbrella body
involved with the protection
of countryside sports, is, with
its 100,000 members, against
BIM’s complex going ahead. 

Fearful for their islands’
unique status as a global
attraction, Aran Islanders
themselves appear most
unsympathetic to the com-
plex, realising that arriving
tourists expect a pristine
oceanic environment and
boatmen speaking Gaelic, not
Norwegian. 

Shell-fishermen, anglers,
environmentalists and con-
cerned citizens have already

taken part in marches and
meetings around the country
and further protests are
planned. 

Alone against this public
outcry by an ever-widening
cross-section of disgruntled
voters, Minister Coveney and
BIM stand like a coven of
flat-earth fantasists, covering
their faces; seeing-no-evil;
hearing-no-evil; smelling-no-
evil….. 

In the EU parliament in
1996, when laying pollution
charges against the Irish Gov-
ernment, an obviously puz-
zled German Minister of
Agriculture reproached me. 

“But isn’t Ireland’s environ-
ment the finest in Europe?”
he asked. “Your green land is
money in the bank. Why are
the Irish robbing their own
banks?” 

I didn’t have an answer
then. I don’t have one now.
Perhaps Minister Coveney
does.

Dr Roderick O’Sullivan is a
writer, environmental scien-
tist and international author-
ity on salmon farming. 

Barna Waste vows that
examinership will have
no effect on business
BY CIARAN TIERNEY

THE largest waste and recy-
cling operator in the West of
Ireland has said there will be
no impact on its 270 staff or
30,000 customers after the
High Court confirmed the
appointment of an examiner
to companies in the Barna
Waste group last Friday.

Instead, the confirmation
of Neil Hughes of Hughes
Blake as examiner to Bruscar
Bhearna Teoranta, trading as
Barna Waste and its sub-
sidiary Joe McLoughlin
Waste Disposal Ltd, has given
the company the protection
of the courts for up to 100
days.

In a statement released to
the Connacht Tribune, Barna
Waste said Mr Justice Brian
McGovern’s confirmation of
the examiner’s appointment
would allow the company to
restructure and come up with
a plan to ensure its future sus-
tainability.

Customers and creditors
have been assured that Barna
Waste will continue to trade
as normal through the exam-
inership process.

“The focus of the examiner
will be on securing the liveli-
hoods of the company’s 270
employees and their families
as well as ensuring the best
possible return to creditors,”
said the statement.

“The Directors have suc-
cessfully demonstrated to the
Courts that the company is in
a position to trade as usual
throughout this process. Cus-
tomers are advised to take no
action as a result of this
announcement.”

Mr Justice McGovern
heard it was hoped that the
companies would be sold in a
relatively short period. After
earlier expressing some reser-
vations, arising from matters
raised by Bank of Scotland
Lloyds, he said confirming
Mr Hughes as examiner was
“the right thing to do”. 

He made the appointment
after being informed the
bank, the company’s main
creditor, which is owed €9
million, and the Revenue
Commissioners, who are
owed €780,000, were not
opposing the application for
examinership and the
employees were also support-
ing the move.

Mr Justice McGovern said
he did not want to have a sit-
uation where waste would
not be collected or the firm’s
customers would be discom-

moded. 
Between them, Barna

Waste, who are based at Car-
rowbrowne on the Headford
Road, on the outskirts of Gal-
way City, and Joe McLough-
lin Waste Disposal,
Drumshambo, Co Leitrim,
have 30,000 wheelie bin cus-
tomers in Galway, Roscom-
mon, Mayo, Leitrim and
Sligo.

The group handles industri-
al, commercial and domestic
waste and operates waste
transfer stations, a compost-
ing facility and a recycling
site.

The firms are insolvent and
unable to service the debt
owed to Bank of Scotland but
had a €26 million turnover
last year, the court heard.

While the firms are insol-
vent and unable to service the
debt owed to Bank of Scot-
land, the High Court heard
that the company had a
€26m turnover last year.

A week earlier, the compa-
ny’s directors, Sean and
Annete Curran, of Derry-
loughane East, An Spideal,
petitioned to appoint Mr
Hughes as interim examiner
in a move to secure fresh
investment.

The directors feared
attempts by Bank of Scotland
to sell the group’s assets could
result in job losses and credi-
tors not being paid, the court
heard.

The Currans set up Barna
Waste in 1989, and acquired
JMWD in 2009. On a going
concern basis, the group has
a deficit of €7.3 million, com-
pared to a deficit of more
than €11 million if liquidated.

The group handles industri-
al, commercial and domestic
waste, as well as operating
waste transfer stations, a
composting facility, and a
recycling site.

On Friday, Rossa Fanning
BL, for Bank of Scotland,
who had hired Grant Thorn-
ton to sell the business, had
received a number of offers,
including one for €6.25m.
The bank was confident that
it would do no worse in the
examinership process, which
it believed could be conclud-
ed relatively quickly. 

Several rivals had offered
to buy Barna Waste in the 24
hours before it sought High
Court protection two weeks
ago. The Currans were not
involved in the sale process
and potential buyers had
been told not to contact
them.

Former Galway hotel owner remanded in custody
after conviction for raping employee at staff party
BY FIONA FERGUSON 

A FORMER Galway hotel
owner will be sentenced at
the Central Criminal Court
in June for the rape of an
employee following a staff
party.

Brian Shaughnessy (47)
raped the young woman in
the Presidential Suite of the
Loughrea Hotel and Spa after
asking her earlier in the night
if he could confide in her and
buying her drinks. He was the
owner of the hotel at the time
which has since been taken
over.

Shaughnessy, with an
address at Ballywinna,
Craughwell, had pleaded not
guilty to rape of the girl at the
Lough Rea Hotel and Spa in
Galway on July 26, 2010 but
was convicted by a jury fol-
lowing a trial last month.

The young woman outlined

in a victim impact statement
the effect of the rape on her
life and family. She told the
court “from the moment I left
the room I was changed.”

She said she became
uptight afterwards and lost
interest in her appearance and
eating. She said she lashed out
at the slightest thing and
developed panic attacks.

She became afraid to fall
asleep in case Shaughnessy
was in her room. When she
did fall asleep she said she suf-
fered nightmares about being
trapped in a room with a mat-
tress and being raped by men. 

“Physically, mentally and
emotionally I was raped. I am
a real person who was raped
….. I am your daughter, sister
and friend,” she said.

She said she had been wor-
ried about getting pregnant
and contracting sexually
transmitted diseases. She had

to wait a week to get the all
clear and said she should not
have been going through that
at her age.

“You never took responsi-
bility for what you did” she
told Shaughnessy. She said he
had taken her innocence, con-
fidence and trust but she now
had it back. 

“I am handing back the
guilt, blame and responsibility
for my rape to its rightful
owner. It is no longer mine to
carry,” she said

Martin Giblin SC, defend-
ing, handed in testimonials
and a number of reports into
court on his client’s behalf. He
said business and professional
people in the area spoke high-
ly of Shaughnessy.

Mr Giblin said Shaugh-
nessy had run a successful
business, made a positive con-
tribution to his community
and provided good quality

employment for up to 100
people. 

He said that once the crash
came Shaughnessy “lost
everything” and has now been
“deprived of the society of his
family.”

Mr Giblin said Shaugh-
nessy was a person of previ-
ous good character and the
jury verdict has had a serious
effect on him but his main
concern is the effect on his
family and children. He said
Shaughnessy continues to
assert his innocence.

Mr Justice Garrett Sheehan
said he needed time to care-
fully consider the matter and
remanded Shaughnessy in
continuing custody for sen-
tencing on June 10.

During the case, Sergeant
Sinead Clancy had told
Deirdre Murphy SC, prose-
cuting, that the young woman
was an employee at the time

at the hotel and attended a
staff party with friends in July
2010.

She encountered Shaugh-
nessy during the evening and
he was complimentary of her
and bought drinks for her and
others. Shaughnessy later
invited her downstairs for
drinks and while they were
talking he asked if he could
confide in her.

He then asked her upstairs
to the Lir Bar for further
drinks. He told her he was
concerned they might be over-
heard and asked her to go to
the Presidential Suite. Once in
the hotel room his attitude
changed and he remained
silent as she turned on the tel-
evision.

The girl made a comment
about the television and
Shaughnessy told her to “shut
the f**k up.” She thought he
may be having difficulty

expressing what it was he
might want to confide in her. 

A few minutes later she
asked the time and he again
told her to “shut the f**k up.”

Shaughnessy then lunged at
her and pinned her on the
couch before having sex with
her. He asked if she would go
into the bedroom and she
resisted throughout. She man-
aged to get him off her and
asked him to think of his wife
and children.

The young woman got
dressed and left the room. She
was seen by the night porter in
a panicked state. She confided
in a friend the following day
but did not tell her parents
until November. She then
attended the Rape Crisis Cen-
tre and made a statement to
Gardaí.

Sgt Clancy said Shaugh-
nessy is a father of three who
was separated from his wife.

Galway’s art students do their bit 
for Shannon’s Gathering project

PASSENGERS departing
Shannon Airport will over
the coming months get to
enjoy a unique interpretation
of the emotional melting pot
that an airport is thanks to a
collaboration with students
of the award winning Limer-
ick School of Art and Design.

‘The Gathering’ is an exhibi-
tion by 70 Third Year students,
including from Galway, from
the Department of Fine Art at
the Limerick Institute of Tech-
nology run school.  The exhi-
bition in the airport depar-
tures lounge explores and
celebrates, through digital
photography, a range of
themes and emotions for ‘The

Gathering’. 
Students were encouraged

to approach the brief in as
conceptually broad a manner
as possible and examine a
diverse range of themes
around notions of travel, cul-
tural identity, tourism and
place.  The end product is a
diverse and impactful installa-
tion played out through a vari-
ety of media and imagery that
will be enjoyed by passengers
right up to the end of June. 

Launching the exhibition,
Airport Director Mary Consi-
dine said that the students
have delivered a truly unique
and engaging interpretation of
The Gathering. 

“We came up with the idea
late last year to collaborate
with LIT and its School of Art
& Design and the enthusiasm
with which they have
approached the project is
shining through in this exhibi-
tion. 

“We gave them a wide open
brief and what they have come
back with reflects just why
LSAD is rated in the top 50
schools of art and design in
the world. It’s really engaging
and you can see that already
through the reaction of people
coming through the airport,”
she said.

“Our students were delight-
ed to take up the offer of deliv-

ering their interpretation of
The Gathering.  It was a great
opportunity for them to show
their creativity and insight and
we are really delighted with
the outcome,” added LSAD
Head of School Mike Fitz-
patrick. 

“Shannon Airport is more
than any other place on the
western half of Ireland where
The Gathering comes to life
this year and, indeed, every
year.  It’s an international
crossroads for Ireland, where
people will reunite, where
they say goodbye, where so
much emotion happens and
that was all the inspiration our
students needed,” he added.

Revenue crackdown on
illegal diesel in Galway
BY DARA BRADLEY 

THE Revenue Commission-
ers are cracking down on the
illegal use of marked diesel in
Galway, new figures suggest.

It has emerged that the
numbers of successful prose-
cutions brought against peo-
ple in Galway for using green
diesel in their vehicles has
increased by between 33%
and 50% in the past two years. 

Diesel is subject to excise
duty with the exception of
farm vehicles such as tractors
or construction vehicles such
as machinery. The use of
marked diesel in motor vehi-
cles is unlawful.

A breakdown of the num-
bers of convictions and fines
handed down following con-
victions for the use of green
diesel in Galway, shows that
2011 and 2012 were particu-
larly busy years for Revenue in
Galway compared with 2010
and 2009.

In 2012, there were 20 con-
victions for using illegal fuel in
Galway and fines of around
€60,000 were imposed. In
2011, there were some 28 con-
victions and fines of €70,000

imposed.
There were far fewer con-

victions in 2010, (ten and just
€2,700 fines imposed) and
seven in 2009, when €17,500
worth of fines was imposed.

Revenue said it is an offence
to use marked mineral oil as a
propellant for a motor vehicle,
or to keep it in the fuel tank of
a vehicle. A person guilty of
this offence is liable on sum-
mary conviction to a fine of
€5,000 but a trial judge may
use discretion and mitigate the
fine to no less than €2,500.

If it is a first detection, in the
tank of a private, Revenue
may just impose an on-the-
spot fine and issue a warning,
in lieu of a prosecution; if it is
a commercial vehicle, Rev-
enue can seize the
van/car/truck  

Revenue Commissioners
that, where marked mineral
oil is detected in the fuel tank
of a motor vehicle, the action
that they take depends on the
specific circumstances of the
particular case. So far this
year, there were some five con-
victions in Galway’s courts for
marked diesel, with fines total-
ing €15,000.

Galway fine art students (from left) Sharon Conneely, Corofin, Rioghna Ashford, Inverin, Peter Bradley, Dangan, Janet Dennehy, Renmore
and Caoimhe Hernon, Renmore pictured as Shannon Airport got a ‘Gathering’ make-over today from students from the award winning
Limerick School of Art and Design.  As part of the Airport’s ‘Gathering’ celebrations, the exhibition, which is located in the airport’s depar-
ture’s lounge, is a collection of 70 digital photographic images which capture the students’ interpretation of ‘The Gathering’.

www.galwaynews.ie


