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Complaint against Freedom Food (RSPCA Assured)
Please consider this a formal complaint against Freedom Food (re-branded as RSPCA
Assured in 2016) - as registered by the Scottish Charity Regulator as Freedom Food Limited,
SC038199 and registered by the Charity Commission as Charity no. 1059879 (and Company
no. 2723670).
Freedom For Fish (a campaign recently launched by the Global Alliance Against Industrial
Aquaculture) presents evidence below and in various attachments sourced from data obtained
via FOI from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (see
next email) detailing reasons why Freedom Food should not be afforded charitable status.
Our complaint and submitted evidence focuses solely on farmed salmon and focuses on:
1) Freedom Food Promotes Not Prevents Cruelty to Animals Via Salmon Farming
Accreditation
2) Freedom Food is Commercial NOT Charitable
3) Freedom Food Accredited Scottish Salmon is a Welfare Nightmare
4) Freedom Food Accounts for ca. 70% of Scottish Salmon Farming Production

GAAIA has complained previously with regard to Freedom Food's accreditation of farmed
salmon in letters dated November 2015; August 2015; and July 2012. Suffice to say that
GAAIA has never received a satisfactory reply and has been in no way reassured. The only
assurance is that the RSPCA are still promoting the killing of seals and other cruel and
inhumane animal welfare problems via accreditation of Freedom Food/RSPCA Assured
farmed salmon.
Please note from Freedom Food's 2014 Annual Report:

In other words, the RSPCA is providing the bullets and Freedom Food (as their commercial
arm accrediting seal-killing salmon farms) is pulling the trigger.

For example, GAAIA's letter of November 2015 included:

GAAIA's letter of August 2015 included:

And:

However, data obtained by GAAIA in April 2017 from Scottish Natural Heritage included the
damning revelation that Freedom Food accredited salmon farms are killing significant
numbers of seals in Scotland:

Moreover:

Read more via RSPCA/Freedom Food & Seal Killing FOI Backgrounder (May 2017)
GAAIA's letter to Her Majesty the Queen, as royal patron of the RSPCA, in December 2015
included:

A press release issued by GAAIA publicising the letter to Her Majesty the Queen included:

In summary, GAAIA's complaint focuses on:
1) Freedom Food Promotes Not Prevents Cruelty to Animals Via Salmon Farming
Accreditation:
The "Aims & Activities" of Freedom Food include "to prevent cruelty to animals by the
promotion of humane farming" yet intensive salmon farming (which crams hundreds of
thousands of Atlantic salmon - a migratory species - in factory cages) is the antithesis of
humane farming and promotes cruelty to fish as well as animals such as seals, birds, whales
and porpoises (see Point 3 for specific details).

Freedom Food's 2015 Annual Report claims "public benefit" yet it is difficult to see beyond
the commercial benefits to Freedom Food (and the RSPCA) and the salmon farming
companies certified via Freedom Food:

If Freedom Food were seriously focussed on "promoting kindness and preventing or
suppressing cruelty" then they would not condone the killing of seals (including pregnant and
lactating mothers).

Photo: Seal killed near a Marine Harvest salmon farm in Loch Alsh (note that "").
If Freedom Food truly cared about "the moral feelings of the country" why do they condone
the killing of seals on salmon farms when the vast majority of the general public do not?

Freedom Food is not interested in promoting public benefit - only in promoting corporate
profit.
2) Freedom Food is Commercial NOT Charitable:
Freedom Food's guiding principles and values are clearly commercial not charitable. In fact,
the more farmed salmon produced and the more intensive the salmon farming operation the
more money Freedom Food rakes in. You only have to look at the composition of the
RSPCA's Salmon Technical Advisory Group to see the emphasis on commercial enterprise
(not a single NGO or animal welfare group - other than the RSPCA - is represented):

The Freedom Food web-site outlines the 0.875p per kilo generated by farmed salmon:

Please note from a report - "RSPCA/Freedom Food certification of Scottish farmed salmon" published by the Salmon & Trout Association in 2013:

Since Scottish salmon farming production was 177,857 tonnes in 2016 (as projected by the
2015 Fish Farm Survey published in September 2016 by the Scottish Government) and the
licence fee has increased up to 0.875p per kilo the revenue generated by Freedom Food via
farmed salmon must be over £1 million per year.
If Scottish salmon farming earns Freedom Food £1 million per year this would represent 50%
of income (according to Freedom Food's 2015 Annual Report):

Again, it is difficult to understand how assessing and accrediting salmon farms as RSPCA
Assured (especially when there are a raft of reasons why salmon farming is ethically,
environmentally, morally and humanely bankrupt - see point 3) can in any way be described
as a "charitable activity".
As GAAIA stated in December 2015:

3) Freedom Food Accredited Scottish Salmon is a Welfare Nightmare:
Scottish salmon farming is a welfare nightmare not a humane and welfare-friendly form of
animal husbandry. For a general review please read Compassion In World Farming's 2007
report "Closed Waters: The Welfare of Farmed Atlantic Salmon, Rainbow Trout, Atlantic Cod
and Atlantic Halibut".
Freedom Food was also strongly criticised in a 2013 report - "RSPCA/Freedom Food
Certification of Scottish Farmed Salmon" - published by the Salmon & Trout Association.
Read more via The Guardian: "Freedom Foods 'failing to crack down' on poor salmon
farming standards".
Examples of animal welfare problems caused by Freedom Food accredited salmon farms in
Scotland include:
a) Noise Pollution Impact on Whales, Dolphins & Porpoises:

A news article published earlier this month in the Sunday Herald newspaper - "Health of
whales, dolphins and porpoises put at risk by underwater alarms" - reported:

New research - "Large-scale underwater noise pollution from Acoustic Deterrent Devices
(ADDs) on the west coast of Scotland" - presented at the European Cetacean Society
conference in Denmark in May 2017 sounded the alarm on the use of ADDs on Scottish
salmon farms.

Read more via "Fish farm noise pollution threatens whales and dolphins"
A document disclosed by Scottish Natural Heritage via FOI in April 2017 (Download SNH
FOI 25 April 2017 document #1) included notes from a liaison meeting in May 2016 between
SNH and the salmon farming industry which pointed to Freedom Food accreditation
promoting the use of ADDs on salmon farms:

b) Thousands of Farmed Salmon Thermoliced to Death:
In November 2016, the Sunday Herald revealed:

Marine Harvest admitted in April 2016: "All Marine Harvest Farms, their harvest station and
processing plant are audited and approved under the RSPCA Freedom Food animal welfare
scheme".

In other words, Freedom Food accredited salmon farms sponsor cruelty, animal torture and
inhumane killing.
As Philip Lymbery, Chief Executive of Compassion In World Farming, wrote after the
Thermolicer welfare disaster in November 2016:

c) Toxic Chemicals Killing Lobsters & Crustaceans:
In January 2017, The Sunday Times revealed a shocking increase in the use of toxic
chemicals:

Please see attached chemicals data obtained from the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency in the next email.
The Sunday Times also reported in February 2017 on staggering increases in the use of
hydrogen peroxide on salmon farms:

Following the Sunday Times article, Philip Lymbery (Chief Executive of Compassion In
World Farming) wrote:

The Sunday Herald reported on their front page in February 2017:

The Sunday Herald article included:

In March 2017 the Sunday Herald reported:

In other words, Freedom Food accredited salmon farms using toxic chemicals such as
Emamectin are killing lobsters across Scotland.

d) Mass Mortalities of Farmed Salmon:
Mortalities in 2016 are estimated at 20,000 tonnes (around 10 million farmed salmon) with a
mortality rate in the sea of 23.7% (according to the latest data published by the Scottish
Government).

Since 2002, a total of 164,412 tonnes of dead farmed salmon (equivalent to Scotland's salmon
farming production in 2013) has occurred on Scottish salmon farms. Please see attached data
on mortalities obtained from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency in the next email.
How many mortalities have occurred at Freedom Food accredited salmon farms is unclear but
if Freedom Food has certified around two-thirds of Scottish salmon farming production for
the last five years then the mort mountain at the door of Freedom Food is in the millions.
For example, here's mortality vs. production data sourced from the latest Scottish
Government 2015 Fish Farm Production Survey:

Monthly mortalities (by weight only not number) for every salmon farm in Scotland are
available online via the Scotland's Aquaculture database. For example, one of the latest data
entries details nearly 3,000 kg of morts at Marine Harvest's salmon farm on the Isle of Muck
in December 2016:

Another data entry details 123,454 kg of morts at Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch
Greshorrnish in August 2016:

As Freedom Food accredits more and more Scottish salmon farming production it therefore
follows that Freedom Food is sponsoring more and more mortalities and promoting a welfare

disaster. GAAIA does not see how such mortality can in any way, shape or form be in the
public benefit or constitute Freedom Food's charitable aim of promoting animal welfare.
e) Seal Slaughter at Freedom Food Accredited Salmon Farms:
Evidence on the inhumane slaughter of seals at Freedom Food accredited salmon farms has
already been cited. Suffice to say here that documents disclosed in April 2017 by Scottish
Natural Heritage (a summary is available via RSPCA/Freedom Food & Seal Killing FOI
Backgrounder (May 2017)) included:
In April 2016, there was a meeting of the SASWG (Salmon Aquaculture & Seals Working
Group) at Marine Harvest's office in Rosyth (attendees included Freedom Food, RSPCA,
SSPO and Waitrose). A paper circulated before the meeting - authored by [named redacted]
of the Sea Mammal Research Unit at the University of St. Andrews included:

Moreover:

Data collected by Marine Scotland and disclosed by SNH (Download SNH FOI 25 April
2017 document #7) reveals that in 2016*:
63 salmon farms used anti-predator nets (39 used "false bottom"; 18 used "enclosed"; 8 used
"double mesh" and 5 used "curtains")
142 salmon farms did not use anti-predator nets
i.e. 31% of salmon farms used anti-predator nets
69% of salmon farms did not use anti-predator nets
* Note that the exact period of data reporting is unclear: the application period is for 1
October 2016 to 30 September 2017; the licensing period is listed as 1 February 2017 to 31
January 2018 and the licence status of all the salmon farms is listed as "pending".
Here's the 142 salmon farms which did not use anti-predator nets:

The latest data (published online by the Scottish Government) on seals killed by salmon
farms during 2016 reveals that the following sites shot seals but have not reported the use of
Anti-Predator Nets (APN) in the last two licensing periods (encompassing 2015 and 2016 - as
defined by SNH FOI 25 April 2017 document #5 and SNH FOI 25 April 2017 document #7)
casting doubt on the definition of "last resort" (i.e. salmon farmers are reaching for bullets
before nets):
Bight of Bellister (Scottish Sea Farms) - "operational" was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Cairidh (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Camas Glas (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs
were not used
Colonsay (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Creag an t Sagairt (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why
APNs were not used

Eilean Grianain (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs
were not used
Gometra (The Scottish Salmon Company) - "ADD effective so not required" was the reason
given why APNs were not used
Greshornish (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs
were not used
Hellisay (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Holms Geo (Scottish Sea Farms) - "operational" was the reason given why APNs were not
used
Isle Ewe (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Kingairloch (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs
were not used
Linnhe (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were not
used
Lochalsh (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Loch Carnan (Marine Harvest) - "tide too strong" was the reason given why APNs were not
used
Maol Ban (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Marulaig (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Ornish (Marine Harvest) - "bi catch concerns" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were not
used
Shapinsay (Scottish Sea Farms) - "indiscriminate trapping of wildlife" was the reason given
why APNs were not used
Slocka Ronas Voe (Scottish Sea Farms) - "operational" was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Spelve A (Scottish Sea Farms) - "practicality" was the reason given why APNs were not used
Sound of Harris (Loch Duart) - "tides too strong" was the reason given why APNs were not
used

Swarta Skerry (Balta Island Seafare) - "have been tried previously but not considered
effective" was the reason given why APNs were not used
Taranaish (The Scottish Salmon Company) - "ADD effective so not required" was the reason
given why APNs were not used
Vidlin North (Scottish Sea Farms) - "operational" was the reason given why APNs were not
used
Winna Ness (Cooke Aquaculture) - "no required" (sic) was the reason given why APNs were
not used
Additionally, these salmon farms may have not used APNs during 2016 (it is impossible to
say for sure given the lack of synchronicity between the data sets):
Djubawick (Cooke Aquaculture) - "not required at present, difficult to manage in highly tidal
sites" was the reason given why APNs were not used
Fuinary (Scottish Sea Farms) - "practicality" was the reason given why APNs were not used
Kishorn West (Scottish Sea Farms) - "practicality" was the reason given why APNs were not
used
Stead of Aithness (Cooke Aquaculture) - "not required at present due to low predation levels"
was the reason given why APNs were not used
Walters/East Lismore (Scottish Sea Farms) - "practicality" was the reason given why APNs
were not used
It seems clear that the majority of salmon farms which kill seals do NOT use anti-predator
nets (i.e. they are NOT shooting seals as a "last resort" as claimed by the salmon farming
industry and demanded via SSPO's Code of Good Practice and the RSPCA Assured scheme).
As GAAIA stated in November 2015:

f) Whale Killed at Freedom Food Accredited Scottish Sea Farms:
In 2014, it was revealed that "Scottish Rural College vets believe that a young humpback
whale found drowned off the coast of Mull died after swimming into a fish farm" (operated
by Freedom Food accredited Scottish Sea Farms).

"The observed pathology and stranding history would be consistent with the whale becoming
trapped beneath a salmon pen and subsequently drowning," reported the Press & Journal (5
July 2014). "The report also notes that young humpback whales are very inquisitive creatures
which could explain why the animal was attracted to the salmon farm located at Fishnish on
Mull".

BBC News reported (4 July 2014):

The post mortem was carried out on 26 June 2014 - here's a photo courtesy of the Hebridean
Whale & Dolphin Trust:

Read more via "Salmon Farming Kills Whales!"
4) Freedom Food Accounts for ca. 70% of Scottish Salmon Farming Production
If Freedom Food attempt to wriggle off the hook by claiming that the animal welfare
problems of the Scottish salmon farming industry are nothing to do with them, please note
that around two-thirds of Scottish salmon farming production is accredited by Freedom Food.
Moreover much of the other third of the industry is certified by the Soil Association, Label
Rouge and the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (which all claim to have the highest
standards).
The actual number and percentage of Scottish salmon farms accredited via Freedom Food is
unclear. However, it appears that ca. 70% of Scottish salmon farming production has been
the figure for the last five years or so (despite claims by the industry that it is higher).
For example, the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation said in 2012: "78% of Scottish
salmon is now farmed to the RSPCA’s higher welfare standards".
The Salmon & Trout Association reported in 2013 stated: "The Scottish Salmon Producers
Organisation (SSPO) states that more than 90% of Scottish salmon will be farmed to RSPCA
Freedom Food welfare standards within the next two years".

Annual reports published by Freedom Food give a better handle on the % of the Scottish
salmon farming industry accredited via Freedom Food:
2015 Annual Report: 233 million fish; 67% of Scottish salmon
2014 Annual Report: 324 million fish; 70% of Scottish salmon
2013 Annual Report: 172 million fish; "Over two-thirds coverage"
2012 Annual Report: 114 million fish; No data on % of Scottish salmon
Since Freedom Food and the RSPCA have stubbornly refused to name all the salmon farms
accredited (read GAAIA's letters to the RSPCA & Freedom Food dated November 2015;
August 2015; and July 2012), a full list of salmon farm sites is not available. As part of the
Scottish Charity Regulator and the Charity Commission's investigation of this complaint it
would be advisable to demand a full list of Freedom Food accredited salmon so as to assess
the veracity of the information provided in this letter and also the data supplied in the next
email.
However, based upon internet searches, it seems clear that:
- All Marine Harvest salmon farms are Freedom Food accredited
- Scottish Sea Farms is Freedom Food accredited
- Grieg Seafood is Freedom Food accredited
- Scottish Sea Farms is Freedom Food accredited
- Wester Ross Fisheries is Freedom Food accredited
- Loch Duart is Freedom Food accredited
- Cooke Aquaculture is Freedom Food accredited
- The Scottish Salmon Company has at least previously been Freedom Food accredited
In the first instance (as we have it on the authority of Marine Harvest themselves that ALL
their salmon farms are Freedom Food accredited) you could start by juxtaposing the data on
the use of Anti-Predator Nets (APN) and Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs), for example, in
the Excel spreadsheet provided by Scottish Natural Heritage (obtained from Marine Scotland)
with Marine Harvest sites; namely:
ARDINTOUL
Ardnish
Bagh Dail Nan Cean
CAIRIDH
CAMAS GLAS
Colonsay
CREAG AN T
SAGAIRT
DUICH
Eilean Grianain
Gorsten
GRESHORNISH
Grey Horse Channel
Groatay

HARPORT
HELLISAY
INVASION BAY
ISLE EWE
KINGAIRLOCH
LEVEN
LINNHE
LOCHALSH
MacLean's Nose
MAOL BAN
Marulaig Bay
Muck
North Moine
North Shore
Ornish
Polle Na Gille
Port Na Cro
Raineach
SCONSER
Scotasay
SEAFORTH
SOAY
STULAIGH
Tabhaigh
TORRIDON
And by visiting supermarkets you could ascertain which salmon farms are Freedom Food
accredited.

In conclusion, please revoke the charitable status of Freedom Food Limited. Freedom Food
accreditation of Scottish salmon farms provides precious little public benefit to residents of
Scotland or the UK but plenty of private benefits to foreign-owned corporations such as
Marine Harvest (Norwegian), Scottish Sea Farms (Norwegian), The Scottish Salmon
Company (Swiss/Norwegian/Monocan), Cooke Aquaculture (Canadian) and Grieg Seafood
(Norwegian). It is abundantly clear that Freedom Food is driven by commercial rather than
charitable aims. Please put an end to the shameless scam of Scottish salmon masquerading
under the Freedom Food label as welfare-friendly.
Freedom Food farmed salmon is dripping with the blood of hundreds of seals, millions of
farmed salmon mortalities and has been shown by scientific research to be impacting on
lobsters, whales and porpoises amongst other animals. Please send the message to Freedom
Food Limited (and the corporate giants who are hiding behind the RSPCA Assured logo) that
the multi-million pound Scottish salmon farming industry is not a charity case.
Finally, as GAAIA wrote in a letter to Her Majesty the Queen (as royal patron of the RSPCA)
in 2015:

Further background on this vital issue is available online via:


"Staniford calls on RSPCA to drop Marine Harvest, Scottish Sea Farms, SSC"



Press Release: "Closing the Net On 'Seal-Friendly' Scottish Salmon - last orders on
the RSPCA's abuse of 'last resort' killing of seals?"



Herald: "RSPCA defend record as anti-seal cull campaigners allege salmon farms are
not 'last resort' killers"



Dear RSPCA, please wash the blood of Scottish seals off your hands!



Video Message to the RSPCA - stop the killing of seals on salmon farms!



Photos: RSPCA Assured Seal Killers!



"Anti-salmon farm campaigners petition Queen over RSPCA’s seal-shooting sanction"



Petition to the RSPCA: End your support for the killing of Scottish seals!



Press Release: "RSPCA Savaged Over Seal Killing in Scotland"



Letter to Her Majesty the Queen



RSPCA Assured Seal Killers!



RSPCA upsets people by saying seal shooting is OK



RSPCA attacked for its policy on seal shooting



RSPCA: Seals should be shot as an 'absolute last resort' to protect salmon

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.
Please provide an acknowledgement of receipt of this complaint.
Please email your reply and any queries to dstaniford@gaaia.org (I am travelling extensively
over the next six months and will not be picking up mail).
Yours sincerely,

Don Staniford

Director of the Freedom For Fish campaign and the Global Alliance Against Industrial
Aquaculture

