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Welfare Concerns of Scottish Salmon Farming  

- Thermoliced to Death: Breach of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006? 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch is pleased that 'Farmed Fish' is on the agenda of your meeting on 5 

June 2018.  As background for that discussion you may wish to read our written submission - 

'Hard Evidence: Dossier of Data on Lice, Diseases & Mortalities at Scottish Salmon Farms' - 

to the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry.   

 

Compassion In World Farming's written submission to the Rural Economy & Connectivity 

Committee's ongoing salmon farming inquiry also included specific reference to welfare 

concerns regarding the 'Thermolicer' (effectively a heated washing machine for farmed 

salmon infected with lice). 

 

 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Scottish_Salmon_Watch.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Compassion_in_World_Farming.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Compassion_in_World_Farming.pdf
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Compassion_in_World_Farming.pdf


One Kind's written submission to the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

Committee's salmon farming inquiry in February 2018 also included reference to deaths due 

to the Thermolicer: 

 

 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch's written submission to the RECC's salmon farming inquiry in March 

2018 included: 

 

 

Other data on mortalities include this 'Mortality Event Report' obtained by GAAIA from the 

Scottish Government via FOI detailing 60,000 morts at Marine Harvest's Soay farm in 2016 

due to hydrogen peroxide treatment for Amoebic Gill Disease:  

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/031_OneKind.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Scottish_Salmon_Watch.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Scottish_Salmon_Watch.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-on-foi-reply-on-mortalities-and-disease-at-mh-during-2016.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/press-release-sky-rocketing-chemical-use-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/031_OneKind.pdf


 

Nearly 100,000 farmed salmon were 'Thermoliced' to death by Marine Harvest during 2016: 

 

Read more via "'Thermolicer' Back-Fires Killing 95,400 Farmed Salmon";  Fish farm firm 

kills 175,000 salmon by accident;  "Oops: fish farm firm kills 175,000 of its salmon by 

accident" and "Thousands of fish poached alive in lice treatment bungle" 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/press-release-thermolicer-back-fires-killing-115283-farmed-salmon-.html
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-firm-kills-175000-salmon-accident/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-firm-kills-175000-salmon-accident/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14846303.Oops__fish_farm_firm_kills_175_000_of_its_salmon_by_accident/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14846303.Oops__fish_farm_firm_kills_175_000_of_its_salmon_by_accident/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/18/thousands-of-fish-poached-alive-in-lice-treatment-bungle-that-co/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/press-release-sky-rocketing-chemical-use-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/press-release-thermolicer-back-fires-killing-115283-farmed-salmon-.html


A Thermolicer treatment caused the deaths of 5,794 salmon at Grieg Seafood Shetland’s 

North Havra site in November 2016:  

 

 
 

Read more via "Thermal treatment for lice blamed for salmon deaths" and "Treatment leads 

to morts in Shetland" 

 

 

Mortality events reported by the Scottish Salmon Company in 2017 include eight cases 

involving 90,000 dead salmon due to using a Hydrolicer:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pj-17-jan-2017.pdf
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/treatment-leads-to-morts-in-shetland/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/treatment-leads-to-morts-in-shetland/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mortality-events-scottish-salmon-company---2017.xlsx


 

 

Mortality events reported by Scottish Sea Farms in 2017 include six cases involving over 

25,000 dead salmon due to using a Thermolicer:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortality events reported by Marine Harvest in 2017 include three cases involving over 

20,000 dead salmon due to using a Thermolicer:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online via: "Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Leaps Over 10 Million - FOI reveals 2.3 

million dead salmon at Marine Harvest farms in 2017". 

 

 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mortality-events-scottish-sea-frams---2017.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/marine-harvest-mort-events-in-2017-foi-17-02772.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html


A Parliamentary Question from Donald Cameron also provided the following information: 

 

 

 

You can read more via a "Thermolicer Backgrounder"  

 

 

The Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare may wish to lodge a Parliamentary Question 

requesting data on Thermolicer deaths during the whole of 2017 (Donald Cameron MSP's 

question was filed in May 2017 so obviously missed a mountain of mortalities) and thus far 

in 2018? 

 

Another question which the deaths and flagrant abuse of animal welfare on Scottish salmon 

farms raises is whether a prosecution could be made via the Animal Health and Welfare 

(Scotland) Act 2006?  

 

Looking at the legislation is seems clear that given the suffering on Scottish salmon farms 

and mass mortalities that a strong case against 'Unnecessary Suffering' and 'Cruel Operations' 

could be made.  Indeed, even the most rabidly pro-salmon farming MSP would struggle to 

argue that forcing lice-infested salmon through a heated torture chamber such as the 

Thermolicer is 'normal behaviour':  

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/thermolicer-backgrounder-nov-2016.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/supersized-mcsalmon-im-lovin-it-sings-fergus.html


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/part/2/crossheading/prevention-of-harm
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/part/2/crossheading/promotion-of-welfare


The Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare should be aware of ongoing research in Norway 

which is raising worrying conclusions with regard to the welfare problems caused by the 

Thermolicer.   

 

A research project by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet) is investigating the 

use of the Thermolicer in Norwegian salmon farming: 

 

 

 
 

 

The Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare may wish to ask the Norwegian Food Safety 

Authority for an update on this project and it may wish to reach out to MPs in Norway who 

have similar concerns.  

 

 

The Fish Site reported in May 2018 via 'Study questions fish welfare in thermal delousing': 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
https://www.mattilsynet.no/dyr_og_dyrehold/dyrevelferd/forsoksdyr/forsoksdyrsoknader/effekt_av_avlusingstemperatur_paa_velferd_til_laks.24747
http://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
https://thefishsite.com/articles/study-questions-fish-welfare-in-thermal-delousing
https://www.mattilsynet.no/dyr_og_dyrehold/dyrevelferd/forsoksdyr/forsoksdyrsoknader/effekt_av_avlusingstemperatur_paa_velferd_til_laks.24747


 
 

Here's the English summary of the paper referred to above: 

 

 

https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://thefishsite.com/articles/study-questions-fish-welfare-in-thermal-delousing
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf


 

 
 

In January 2018, a Norwegian veterinarian also warned: 

 

 
 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/


 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/


 
 

Read in full via "Vet warns of head injury risk to fish during delousing" 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch certainly agrees with the statement by Philip Lymbery, Chief 

Executive of Compassion in World Farming, in November 2016:  

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/philip-lymbery/blog/2016/11/scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/philip-lymbery/blog/2016/11/scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths


 
 

 

Moreover: 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html


 
 

 

In conclusion, Scottish Salmon Watch encourages the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare 

to investigate the issue of welfare abuses on Scottish salmon (in particular the operation of 

the Thermolicer).  You can find out more about the welfare nightmare on salmon farms 

online here.   

 

Finally, Scottish Salmon Watch would be happy to present the case against the Thermolicer 

in person on 5 June.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.        

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare

