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          13 July 2018  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Breaches of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 by Salmon Farms 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch would like to formally file a complaint against salmon farming 

companies in Scotland for systematic breaches of the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) 

Act 2006 - in particular in relation to Unnecessary Suffering (Section 19),  Cruel Operations 

(Section 21) and Ensuring Welfare of Animals (Section 24).  

 

Scottish Salmon Watch believe that there is a strong argument to be made for a case to be 

filed via the Procurator Fiscal.  Please read a dossier of photographic and case evidence via:  

Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 
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The horrific images reveal severe lice infestation eating into the heads of farmed salmon, 

deformed spines, lesions, adhesions, deformed hearts, anorexia, petechial haemorrhages, 

enlarged spleens, diseased gills, cataracts and even salmon with no eyes.   

 

 

 
 

Diseases, viruses, bacteria and pathogens reported alongside the photos include Salmonid 

Alpha Virus, Bacterial Kidney Disease, Pancreas Disease, Cardiomyopathy Syndrome, Heart 

& Skeletal Muscle Inflammation, Salmon pox virus, Vibrio, Flavobacterium, Moritella 

viscosa (Winter ulcer), Amoebic Gill Disease, Neoparamoeba perurans, Paranucleospora 

theridon (syn. Desmozoon lepeophtherii), Parvicapsula pseudobranchicola, Ichthobodo 

species, Branchiomonas, Costia, Candidatus Syngnamydia salmonis and Pasteurella skyensis.    
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Scottish Salmon Watch understands that Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit has the 

authority to investigate this complaint with a view to passing evidence for a potential 

prosecution to the Procurator Fiscal.    

 

A letter from Jill Barber, Aquaculture Health, Welfare and Innovation Manager, at the 

Scottish Government dated 9 July 2018 also identifies the Animal and Plant Health Agency 

(APHA) as the statutory agency responsible for overseeing the requirements of the Animal 

Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006: 

 

 
 

It is also noted via the Scottish Government's web-page Animal Welfare In Scotland that 

"Scottish Ministers have the responsibility for, and the powers to deal with, animal welfare in 

Scotland".   

 

Hence Scottish Salmon Watch have directed various letters to Scottish Ministers and to the 

Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare but it appears that the Scottish Government has failed 

to report welfare abuse at salmon farms to APHA (Scottish Salmon Watch filed FOIs on this 

issue earlier this week): 

 

Read letters via: 

Letter to Scottish Ministers re. Welfare Abuses at Scottish Salmon Farms  

Deaths, Deformities & Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms - Breach of the Animal 

Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act?  

Letter to the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare: Thermoliced to Death 

 

 

In summary, Scottish Salmon Watch cites the following as evidence of systematic breaches 

of the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 by Marine Harvest, Scottish Sea 

Farms, the Scottish Salmon Company, Grieg Seafood, Cooke Aquaculture and Loch Duart in 

relation to Unnecessary Suffering (Section 19) and Cruel Operations (Section 21): 

 

1) Photographs via Fish Health Inspectorate inspections 

 

2) Disease reports obtained via Freedom of Information & FHI Case Information  

 

3) Mass mortality reports obtained via Freedom of Information & SEPA data 

 

 

For further details of the welfare nightmare on Scottish salmon farms please read: 

Hard Evidence - The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon Farming 

Campaign group to file legal challenge against Scottish salmon farms’ use of Thermolicer  

Daily Mail: "Calls to ban salmon farms' lice treatment"  

Press Release: "Ban Water Torture on Scottish Salmon Farms" 

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon 
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Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat 

GRAPHIC: More Proof That Fish Are Suffering in Food Industry (Photos) 

New photos expose shocking welfare issues on Scottish salmon farms 

Letter to Scottish Ministers re. Welfare Abuses at Scottish Salmon Farms  

Deaths, Deformities & Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms - Breach of the Animal 

Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act?  

EXPOSED: Early Harvesting at Scottish Salmon Farms Due to Disease & Mortalities  

Hard Evidence: Fast-Tracking Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon 

Letter to the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare: Thermoliced to Death 

Hard Evidence: Dossier of Data on Lice, Diseases & Mortalities at Scottish Salmon Farms 

The Herald: "Video: Disease concern as Scots salmon farmers' produce "stomach-churning" 

record levels of fish deaths"  

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Leaps Over 10 Million - FOI reveals 2.3 million dead 

salmon at Marine Harvest farms in 2017 

 

 

1) Photographs via Fish Health Inspectorate inspections 

 

Gruesome photos published exclusively via The Ferret in June 2018 included: 
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Following The Ferret publication in June 2018 the Scottish Government published on 29 June 

2018 new Fisheries Health Inspectorate Case Information for January to March 2018 

including specific details on the Meall Mhor case identified above.   

 

 
 

The Fisheries Health Inspectorate Case Information (p124 onwards) for the Scottish Salmon 

Company's Meall Mhor salmon farm inspection in March 2018 included: 
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Another 2018 case where further information is now available is Marine Harvest's salmon 

farm at Groatay which was inspected in March 2018.   
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The Fisheries Health Inspectorate Case Information (p83 onwards) for Marine Harvest's 

Groatay salmon farm inspection in March 2018 included: 
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Another 2018 case where further information is now available is Marine Harvest's salmon 

farm at Grey Horse Channel which was inspected in March 2018:  

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00537757.pdf


 
 

The Fisheries Health Inspectorate Case Information (p103 onwards) for Marine Harvest's 

Grey Horse Channel salmon farm inspection in March 2018 included:  
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The Fisheries Health Inspectorate Case Information (p26 onwards) for the Scottish Salmon 

Company's salmon farm at Vuiabeag on the Isle of Lewis was particularly damning with 

various infectious diseases, necrosis on the gills, lesions and a deformed spine reported.   
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Read thirty FHI case reports (15 at Marine Harvest, 5 at The Scottish Salmon Company, 3 at 

Scottish Sea Farms, 3 at Cooke Aquaculture, 2 at Grieg Seafood and 2 at Loch Duart) with 

photos via: Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-july-2018-updated-version.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
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The public interest in the photographs was significant - with The Ferret Tweeting in July 

2018: 
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The photos and Fisheries Health Inspectorate Case Information has been catalogued online by 

Scottish Salmon Watch via Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish 

Salmon 

 
 

 

Further photos have been requested via FOI and Case Information for April to June 2018 will 

not be available until perhaps October 2018.   

 

 

2) Disease reports obtained via Freedom of Information & FHI Case Information  

 

In May 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch compiled a dossier of evidence detailing how salmon 

farms were harvesting early due to problems with infectious diseases and mortalities:  

EXPOSED: Early Harvesting at Scottish Salmon Farms Due to Disease & Mortalities  

 

A Media Backgrounder - "Hard Evidence: Fast-Tracking Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon" - 

detailed early harvesting by at least 25 salmon farms during 2017 including:    

 

Marine Harvest (11): Poll Na Gille (Sound of Jura); Linnhe; North Shore (Loch Erisort); 

Port Na Cro (Shuna Sound); Loch Alsh; MacLean's Nose (Sound of Mull); Invasion Bay 

(Loch Sunart); Caolas A Deas (Loch Shell); Soay (West Loch Tarbert); Loch Hourn; 

Ardintoul (Loch Alsh)     

 

The Scottish Salmon Company (5): Loch Odhairn/Gravir; Loch Tuath; Druimyeon Bay 

(Sound of Gigha); Inch Kenneth (Loch na Keal); Vuia Beag (Loch Roag)   

Scottish Sea Farms (4): Kishorn A (South); Kishorn B (North); Kishorn B (South) and 

Kishorn West (all Loch Kishorn) 

 

Cooke Aquaculture (3): Stead of Aithness (Aith Voe); Bay of Vady (Rousay Sound); 

Carness Bay  

 

Kames Fish Farming (1): Shuna SW/Rubh'an Trilleachain (Shuna Sound) 

 

Loch Duart (1): Calva Bay/Calbha Beag (Eddrachillis Bay) 
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"Harvesting worst affected cages" and "Harvested worse cages, reducing biomass" reported 

Marine Harvest for Poll Na Gille (Sound of Jura) in November 2017 following problems with 

"complex gill issues", anaemia, "severe PGD pathology and extensive haemorrhaging".  

"Harvested worst affected cages first" reported Marine Harvest for Linnhe in June 2017.   

 

"Decision taken quickly to empty site" and "Issues with gills and anaemia have lead to 

decision to harvest," reported Marine Harvest for Port Na Cro (Shuna Sound) in November 

2017  

 

Marine Harvest reported increases in mortality from nine sites in late October 2017 citing 

"Anaemia issues", "CMS" and "complex gill issue" which "are being managed through 

harvesting and treatment".  "Some fish treated with antibiotics with some positive effect, plan 

to harvest out ASAP once below MRL [Maximum Residue Limit]," reported Marine Harvest 

in relation to North Shore (Loch Erisort).  

 

"Site partially harvested to remove worst affected fish - remainder of site due to fallow by 

end of January 2018"; "Harvesting to reduce biomass" and "Harvesting worst affected cages 

and accelerated harvest of site"  reported the Scottish Salmon Company in relation to 

Druimyeon Bay (Sound of Gigha) in December 2017.   

 

"Planning to harvest out soon" and "worst effected cages (sic) harvested and reducing 

biomass" reported the Scottish Salmon Company in relation to Loch Tuath.   

 

"Accelerated harvests"; "Biomass has been lowered but gill issues continuing" and "Site has 

harvested largest grade cages to lower biomass, gill health issues ongoing" reported the 

Scottish Salmon Company in relation to Loch Odhairn/Gravir.  "Hoping to grade out poor 

doers to reduce biomass" reported the Scottish Salmon Company in relation to Inch Kenneth 

(Loch na Keal).   

 

"Plans to move all fish to Eughlam in December," reported The Scottish Salmon Company in 

October 2017 following "complex disease issues" including Amoebic Gill Disease, 

Paranucleospora theridon, Salmon gill pox, Microsporidia, Salmonid Alphavirus and 

Epitheliocystis at Vuia Beag (Loch Roag). 

 

"Harvesting is underway at affected cages to reduce risk"; "Five affected cages to be 

harvested out, harvesting underway" and "Site being harvested to reduce risk" reported 

Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn West in August and October 2017.  "Site to begin 

harvesting early" reported Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn A (South) and Kishorn 

North in October 2017.   

 

"Site is harvesting early" reported Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn B (North), 

Kishorn West and Kishorn B (South) in October 2017.  "Harvesting out site, advised to avoid 

crowding" wrote Scottish Sea Farms as an action response to increased mortalities at Kishorn 

A (Loch Kishorn) in October 2017.  "Harvesting worst affected cages first and site should be 

empty in next six weeks" and "Advised to accelerate harvest" reported Scottish Sea Farms in 

relation to Kishorn B (North) in October 2017.   

 

"Advice from vets to accelerate harvests and not to attempted mechanical delousing in worst 

affected cages"; "Harvested out worst affected cages and should be empty within six weeks" 

and "Company may look at using Thermolicer/Hydrolicer to reduce lice levels while 



harvesting ongoing" reported Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn West in October 

2017.   

 

"Harvest has been accelerated by 1 months (sic) due to increased morts" and "Top sweep is 

being harvest first (sic) from the worst affected cages" reported Cooke Aquaculture in 

relation to Stead of Aithness (Aith Voe) in November 2017.   

 

"Reports of increased mortality due to gill issues, site is being harvest out" and "Ongoing 

monitoring and harvesting of stocks" reported Cooke Aquaculture in relation to Bay of Vady 

(Rousay Sound) in August 2017 after over 10,000 mortalities in a four-week period.    

 

"Site is being harvested" reported Cooke Aquaculture in relation to Carness Bay in August 

2017 after over 20,000 mortalities in a six-week period due to gill issues.   

 

"Biomass has been reduced with worst affected stock having been harvested," reported 

Kames Fish Farming in relation to Shuna SW (Rubh'an Trilleachain) in November 2017 

following "complex gill issues", anaemia, salmon gill poxvirus, epitheliocystis, 

cardiomyopathy syndrome, piscine myocarditis virus, Paranucleospora theridon and 

Neoparamoeba perurans (AGD).  "Harvest have been both live haul to Mallaig and dead 

haul." 

 

"Worst affected cages are being harvested out" and "Worst affected will be harvested by next 

Monday (pens 22, 23, 25, 27, and 28 already harvested out)" reported Loch Duart's for Calva 

Bay/Calbha Beag (Eddrachillis Bay) in August 2017 following a mortality rate of 45.64% 

since input in some cages and disease problems including AGD, Candidatus Branchiomonas 

cysticola, Candidatus Syngnamydia salmonis, Salmon gill poxvirus and Paranucleospora 

theridon.   
 

FOI disclosures by the Scottish Government in December 2017 and January 2018 revealed 

that Marine Harvest, Scottish Sea Farms and the Scottish Salmon Company experienced 

serious problems at various sites in 2017.  The top twenty mortality events reported by 

Marine Harvest in 2017 (up to November) were: 
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"Harvesting worst affected cages" reported Marine Harvest for Poll Na Gille in November 

2017 and "Harvested worst affected cages first" reported Marine Harvest for Linnhe in June 

2017.   

 

Download the Excel spreadsheet online here. 

 

The top ten mortality events reported by Scottish Sea Farms in 2017 (up to November) 

included several farms which were described as "site is harvesting early": 
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"Harvesting is underway at affected cages to reduce risk"; "Five affected cages to be 

harvested out, harvesting underway" and "Site being harvested to reduce risk" reported 

Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn West.  "Site to begin harvesting early" reported 

Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn A (South) and Kishorn B (North).  "Site is 

harvesting early" reported Scottish Sea Farms in relation to Kishorn B (North), Kishorn West 

and Kishorn B (South).   

 

Download the Excel spreadsheet online here.  

 

The top ten mortality events reported by the Scottish Salmon Company in 2017 (up to 

November) included Loch Tuath which was described as "worst effected cages (sic) 

harvested and reducing biomass":  
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"Site partially harvested to remove worst affected fish - remainder of site due to fallow by 

end of January 2018" and "Harvesting to reduce biomass" reported the Scottish Salmon 

Company in relation to Druimyeon Bay.  "Planning to harvest out soon" reported the Scottish 

Salmon Company in relation to Loch Tuath.  "Accelerated harvests"; "Biomass has been 

lowered but gill issues continuing" and "Site has harvested largest grade cages to lower 

biomass, gill health issues ongoing" reported the Scottish Salmon Company in relation to 

Loch Odhairn/Gravir.  "Hoping to grade out poor doers to reduce biomass" reported the 

Scottish Salmon Company in relation to Inch Kenneth.   

 

Download an Excel spreadsheet online here. 

 

An email obtained via FOI from the Scottish Government revealed that Marine Harvest was 

experiencing increases in mortality from nine sites in late October 2017 citing "Anaemia 

issues", "CMS" and "complex gill issue" which "are being managed through harvesting and 

treatment".  "Some fish treated with antibiotics with some positive effect, plan to harvest out 

ASAP once below MRL," reported Marine Harvest in relation to North Shore (Loch Erisort).   
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Other data published monthly by Marine Harvest indicates that Cardiomyopathy Syndrome 

(CMS) started causing mortality problems at MacLean's Nose in February 2017 (10.79% 

http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/2017/08/19/marine-harvest-scotland-gravid-sea-lice-mortality-reports-2017/
http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gravid-Lice-Morts-February-2017.pdf


mortality) with problems continuing in March 2017 (11.17% mortality - with 4.02% mortality 

also reported at Loch Alsh); April 2017 (12.6% and 3.79% at Loch Alsh); May 2017 

(13.96%); June 2017 (9.77%) and July 2017 (4.07%).   

 

Case Information (October to December 2017) detail Cases 20170340-20170460 which 

includes reference to a "decision taken quickly to empty site" following a rapid rise in 

mortality reported as due to "gill issues, anaemia" at Marine Harvest's Port Na Cro salmon 

farm in November 2017.  "Issues with gills and anaemia have lead to decision to harvest," 

concluded the Fish Health Inspectorate report.   

 
 

 

 

http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gravid-Lice-Morts-March-2017.pdf
http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Monthly-Gravid-Female-Lice-Report-April-2017.pdf
http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Monthly-Gravid-Female-Lice-Report-May-2017.pdf
http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Monthly-Gravid-Female-Lice-Report-June-2017.pdf
http://www.marineharvestscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Monthly-Gravid-Female-Lice-Report-July-2017.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/caseinfo2017/octdec
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/caseinfo2017/octdec/20170340-20170460
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf


 
 

Mortality due to "complex gill issues" at Marine Harvest's Port Na Cro salmon farm was 

recorded as high as 29.66% in October 2017: 

 

 
 

Over 50,000 morts were reported citing "General Anaemia":  

 

 
 

The Scottish Government reported in a letter to Marine Harvest positive tests for proliferative 

gill pathology with lesions consistent with amoebic gill disease (AGD), epitheliocysts, 

Piscine myocarditis virus (PMCV) consistent with mild cardiomyopathy syndrome (CMS), 

Paranucleospora theridon and salmon gill poxvirus (SGPV).      

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf


 
 

Another FHI visit report dated October 2017 for The Scottish Salmon Company's Loch Tuath 

salmon farm "revealed complex gill pathology including the presence of amoebic cells 

suggestive of amoebic gill disease and evidence of gill poxvirus"; "Epitheliocystis were noted 

and tested positive to Canditus Branchiomonas cysticola" and "Vascular damage and mid 

hepatic necrosis was also noted".   Farmed salmon also tested positive for Parvicapsula 

pseudobranchicola and Paranucleospora theridon.    

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf


A FHI visit report from October 2017 reported disease problems: 

 

 
 

The report for The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Vuia Beag in Loch Roag 

detailed "complex disease issues" including "AGD, Para Ther, Salmon gill pox, 

Microsporidia, SAV and epitheliocystis" with "plans to move all fish to Eughlam in 

December": 

 

 
 

The report also detailed "deformed spine": 

 

 
 

As well as a "strong presence" of moribund, anorexic and lethargic farmed salmon in addition 

to lesions on the flank and a "medium presence" of necrotic gills.    

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 

 
 

 

Marine Scotland Science's FHI visit report dated October 2017 included: 

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
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http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 

 

 
 

A FHI visit report from October 2017 for The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at 

Vuia Mor in Loch Roag detailed a total mortality since input of 30.23% with 32,487 morts.  

Recent disease issues cited were PGD, AGD, Para Ther, Sal Gill pox, PD, HSMI, 

microsporidia and epitheliocystis.   

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 

A FHI visit report from October 2017 for Marine Harvest's salmon farm at North Shore in 

Loch Erisort detailed a "presumptive Pasteurella skyensis diagnosis" and "pathology 

consistent with previous Pasteurella infections" as well as "some cadiomyopathy", Pancreas 

Disease, AGD (Amoebic Gill Disease), Salmon gill pox and ParaTher (Paranucleospora 

theridon): 

 

 
 

 
 

Deformities such as a "shortened upper jaw" and "eyes damaged" were also reported: 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

The FHI visit report for Marine Harvest's salmon farm at North Shore in Loch Erisort 

detailed: 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

 

 
 

"About 125,000 salmon have died due to a disease outbreak at two fish farms on the Isle of 

Lewis," reported BBC Scotland in October 2017.  "Marine Harvest confirmed that the sites in 

Loch Erisort have been hit by the bacterium Pasturella Skyensis".  "Macleans Nose in Loch 

Sunart, where salmon have also been exposed to AGD, is believed to be infected by 

Pasteurella skyensis, too," reported Fish Update in October 2017.   

 

"A staggering 177,000 were hauled out of one loch [Erisort] last autumn," reported The Daily 

Mail in January 2018.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-41689173
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-41551531
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-41551531
https://www.fishupdate.com/cause-lewis-salmon-losses-identified/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/daily-mail-thousands-of-fish-thrown-in-a-truck-and-troubling-new-questions-for-salmon-farms-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/daily-mail-thousands-of-fish-thrown-in-a-truck-and-troubling-new-questions-for-salmon-farms-.html
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

Download high res images via Photo Gallery: Dead Salmon from Scotland's Disease-Ridden 

Salmon Farms  

 

 

A FHI visit report from October 2017 for a salmon farm in Loch Kishorn (Kishorn A) 

operated by Scottish Sea Farms detailed disease problems including AGD, sea lice damage to 

the heads of farmed salmon, Paranucleospora theridon, salmon gillpox, Branchiomonas, 

lamellar bleeding of the gills, CMS and HSMI like pathology: 

  

 

 
 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/photo-gallery-dead-salmon-from-scotlands-disease-ridden-salmon-farms-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/photo-gallery-dead-salmon-from-scotlands-disease-ridden-salmon-farms-.html
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/daily-mail-thousands-of-fish-thrown-in-a-truck-and-troubling-new-questions-for-salmon-farms-.html
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

The FHI visit report clearly states "harvesting out site, advised to avoid crowding" as an 

action response to increased mortalities: 

 

 
 

 

Marine Scotland Science detailed in their FHI Visit Report for October 2017 "complex gill 

issues" - including pathology consistent with epitheliocystis, amoebic gill disease (AGD), 

evidence of salmon gill poxvirus, mild hepatic necrosis, mild cardiomyopathy, 

Paranucleospora theridon, Vibrio sp. and Pseudomonas fluorsecens:  

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

 
 

The FHI visit report from October 2017 for another salmon farm in Loch Kishorn (Kishorn 

B) operated by Scottish Sea Farms detailed similar disease problems including AGD, 

Paranucleospora theridon, salmon gillpox and Branchiomonas, lamellar bleeding of the gills 

and sea lice damage to the heads of farmed salmon.   

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 

 

 
 

The FHI visit report (October 2017) for the Kishorn B (North) salmon farm operated by 

Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Kishorn stated: "Harvesting worst affected cages first and site 

should be empty in next six weeks". 

 

 
 

"Advised to accelerate harvest" stated the FHI visit report for October 2017: 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


Marine Scotland Science detailed in their FHI Visit Report for October 2017 "complex gill 

issues" - including pathology consistent with amoebic gill disease (AGD), evidence of 

salmon gill poxvirus, epitheliocystis, hepatic necrosis, Paranucleospora theridon, Vibrio sp, 

Branchiomonas cysticola and Candidatus Syngamydia salmonis:  

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
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Another FHI Fish Visit report dated October 2017 for the Kishorn West salmon farm 

operated by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Kishorn included: "Advice from vets to accelerate 

harvests and not to attempted mechanical delousing in worst affected cages"; "Harvested out 

worst affected cages and should be empty within six weeks" and "Company may look at 

using Thermolicer/Hydrolicer to reduce lice levels while harvesting ongoing": 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 for Marine Harvest's salmon farm at Caolas A 

Deas in Loch Shell detailed disease problems including PGD (Proliferatitve Gill Disease), 

CMS  (Cardiomyopathy Syndrome), PRV (Piscine Reovirus) and PD (Pancreas Disease). 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 

 

 
 

 

A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at Cooke 

Aquaculture's salmon farm in the Stead of Aithness (Aith Voe) in Shetland.    

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

"Harvest has been accelerated by 1 months (sic) due to increased morts," detailed FHI Fish 

Visit report dated November 2017.  "Top sweep is being harvest first (sic) from the worst 

affected cages." 

 

"During the inspection of the stock on site there were many fish high in the water column," 

continued the FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017.  "Many fish were moribund and 

about 20-30 fish over the site were observed dead on the surface of the water." 

 

 
 

The mortality rate was reported as 11.52%.   

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 

With total mortality of 58,590 farmed salmon.   

 

 
 

 

Marine Scotland Science detailed in their FHI Visit Report for November 2017 "pathology 

consistent with amoebic gill disease, presence of epitheliocystis and some features 

resembling salmon poxvirus" as well as mild hepatic necrosis and minor cardiomyopathy.  

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 
 

A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at Marine Harvest's 

salmon farm at Ardintoul in Loch Alsh (a Special Area of Conservation protected via the EC 

Habitats Directive) - including CMS, PRV, AGD, Branchiomonas, Paranucleospora theridon 

and salmon gill poxvirus.    

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0017077
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0017077
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 
 

The FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed a mortality rate of 5.63% and over 

90,000 mortalities between late October 2017 and mid November 2017:  

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

Marine Scotland Science detailed in their FHI Visit Report for November 2017 "complex gill 

issues with mild proliferative gill pathology" and stated: "Lesions were consistent with 

amoebic gill disease (AGD) and mid salmon poxvirus pathology".  Epitheliocystis, 

Candidatus Branchiomonas cysticola and Candidatus Syngnamydia salmonis were noted 

along with "pathology consistent with mild cardiomyopathy syndrome (DMS)", piscine 

myocarditis virus, piscine reovirus (PRV), hepatic necrosis, granulomatous inflammation and 

Paranucleospora theridon.   

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
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A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at Cooke 

Aquaculture's Bow Hascosay salmon farm in Shetland -  including AGD, PD, CMS and lice 

infestation.   

   

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

Marine Scotland Science's FHI Visit Report for November 2017 detailed "complex gill 

issues", cardiomyopathy syndrome, mild enteropathy and Tenacibaculum sp. 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 
 

A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at another Cooke 

Aquaculture salmon farm at East of Holm Heogland in Shetland - including "variable 

complex gill disease including PGD and lowlevel AGD"; "Low level HSMI type pathology" 

as well as Costia and branchiomonas.   

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

The FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 noted a pale/anaemic spleen and stated that 

the "heart lost shape when removed". 

 

 
 

 

The FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 noted positive tests for Salmon gill poxvirus 

(SGPV), Piscine myocarditis virus (PMCV), Neoparamoeba perurans (AGD) and 

Paranucleospora theridon:  

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
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A FHI Fish Visit report for November 2017 detailed disease problems at another Cooke 

Aquaculture salmon farm at Winna Ness in Shetland - with over 30% mortality and "acute 

gill pathology".   

 

 
 

 
 

 

The FHI Fish Visit report for November 2017 detailed "complex gill issues", "pathology 

consistent with cardiomyopathy syndrome (CMS) and mild amoebic gill disease", "multifocal 

hepatic necrosis (likely associated with hypoxia)" and positive tests for Paranucleospora 

theridon (syn. Desmozoon lepeophtheri) and salmon gill poxvirus (SGPV).   

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
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A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at the Scottish 

Salmon Company's salmon farm at Portree on the Isle of Skye - including "complex gill 

issues", "anorexic and moribund fish", AGD, poxvirus and Desmozooan.  

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 

 
 

The FHI Fish Visit report for November 2017 detailed "complex gill issues with pathology 

consistent with amoebic gill disease, epitheliocystis, capillary disturbances and some 

evidences of salmon gill poxvirus" as well as positive tests for Neoparamoeba perurans, 

Paranucleospora theridon and salmon gill poxvirus. 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf


 
 

 

A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at Marine Harvest's 

salmon farm in Loch Greshornish on the Isle of Skye - including 20-30 Caligus (sea lice) 

with farmed salmon reported as "belly up as if concussed from banging": 

 

 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534803.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf


 
 

 

Marine Scotland Science's FHI Visit Report for November 2017 detailed "moribund and 

lethargic fish", "mild proliferative gill pathology with features consistent with amoebic gill 

disease (AGD), epitheliocystis, "anorexic poor-doing indivuduals" and positive tests for 

Neoparamoeba perurans, Paranucleospora theriodon (syn. Desmozoon lepeophtheri) and 

salmon gill poxvirus.   

 

 
 

The report identified farmed salmon with cataracts and anorexia.  

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf


 
 

As well as positive tests for SGPV, AGD and Paranucleospora Theridon: 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf


A FHI Fish Visit report dated November 2017 detailed disease problems at The Scottish 

Salmon Company's salmon farm at Strome Point in Loch Fyne - including AGD, gill issues 

and "large mortality" and "bacterial infection with V. anguillarum": 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Read more via "Hard Evidence: Fast-Tracking Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon" 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fast-tracked-scottish-salmon-may-2018-2.docx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534804.pdf


3) Mass mortality reports obtained via Freedom of Information & SEPA data 

 

There was a record level mortalities on Scottish salmon farms in 2017 with over 25,000 

tonnes (up from 5,000 tonnes in 2002 and 10,000 tonnes in 2011) and estimated losses of 15-

20 million farmed salmon at a staggering mortality rate of 26.7%.   

 

Shamefully, the Scottish Environment Protect Agency (SEPA) stopped collecting data on the 

numbers of dead farmed salmon following lobbying from the Scottish Salmon Producers 

Organisation in 2013 who claimed publication would be "commercially damaging".   

 

Read more via: 

Scottish watchdog labelled ‘lapdog’ after agreeing to keep fish farm deaths secret 

Public denied info on full scale of salmon deaths 

Environment watchdog ‘gave in to industry’ over dead salmon 

Farmed salmon killed by disease leaps to 8.5 million 

 

However, data published by SEPA via the Scotland's Aquaculture database in March 2018 

reveals a huge increase in mortalities (by weight).  A review of the data reveals: 

 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-13432&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.robedwards.com/2013/10/scottish-watchdog-labelled-lapdog-after-agreeing-to-keep-fish-farm-deaths-secret.html
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13128090.Public_denied_info_on_full_scale_of_salmon_deaths/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/environment-watchdog-gave-in-to-industry-over-dead-salmon-zq8nb5jdc3d
http://www.robedwards.com/2013/02/farmed-salmon-killed-by-disease-leaps-to-85-million.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2e1bda8970c-pi


 
 

Joe Crowley (who exposed leaking wastes from diseased farmed salmon on The One Show's 

'Dead Salmon Run' in December 2017) Tweeted: 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2e1bda8970c-pi
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2e1bda8970c-pi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
https://twitter.com/joe_crowley/status/969610075018072066
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b7c957718f970b-pi
https://twitter.com/joe_crowley/status/969610075018072066


Marine Harvest reported the most mortalities in 2017 followed by the Scottish Salmon 

Company, Cooke Aquaculture, Scottish Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood and Loch Duart all with 

over 1,000 tonnes of dead farmed salmon:  

 

The worst monthly mortalities during 2017 were reported at the following salmon farming 

sites with Gravir Outer (Scottish Salmon Company) and Poll na Gille (Marine Harvest) 

featuring twice and most morts appearing in October/November:  

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01bb09fb02bf970d-pi
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01bb09fb0407970d-pi


An Excel spreadsheet of the data for mortalities during 2017 and back to 2002 - including 

graphs summarising the data - is available online here 

 

Read more via: The Herald: "Video: Disease concern as Scots salmon farmers' produce 

"stomach-churning" record levels of fish deaths"  

 

FOI data obtained from SEPA in January 2018 reveals that the ten biggest monthly losses at 

Marine Harvest salmon farms during 2017 (up to September) were as follows: 

 

149,949 at Colonsay in August (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 12,439kg)  

97,235 at MacLeans Nose in March (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 107,760 kg) 

87,914 at MacLeans Nose in April (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 135,641kg) 

85,147 at MacLeans Nose in May (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 156,754kg)  

76,913 at Tabhaigh in August (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 265,069kg) 

70,627 at MacLeans Nose in February (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 67,757kg) 

62,747 at Erisort (North Shore East) in September (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 

214,813kg) 

48,620 at Soay Sound in August (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 3,645kg) 

41,946 at Creag an Sagairt West in June (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 116,536kg)  

41,615 at Ardintoul in February (reported via Scotland's Aquaculture as 4599kg) 

 

Marine Harvest mort events in 2017 - The Excel spreadsheet details 572,488 mortalities in 56 

separate reports/incidents during 2017 - including:   

 

24 reported as CMS  

22 reported as Gill Diseases (Gill Pathology, AGD, PGD, gill issues and complex gill issues) 

18 reported as Treatment  

13 reported as Anaemia  

4 reported as PD  

 

Scottish Salmon Company mort events in 2017 -  The Excel spreadsheet details 1,512,077 

mortalities in 131 separate reports/incidents during 2017 - including:  

 

85 reported as Gill Diseases (Gill Pathology, AGD, PGD, gill issues and complex gill issues) 

41 reported as Treatment  

14 reported as CMS  

11 reported as PD (Pancreas Disease) 

 

Scottish Sea Farms mort events in 2017 - The Excel spreadsheet details 356,082 mortalities 

in 46 separate reports/incidents during 2017 - including:    

 

27 reported as Gill Diseases (Gill Pathology, AGD, PGD, gill issues and complex gill issues) 

18 reported as Anaemia  

14 reported as Treatment  

7 reported as CMS  

 

 

Another FOI reply by the Scottish Government to journalist Rob Edwards in October 2017 

included the disease and mortality data for Scottish salmon farms in 2016 and 2017. 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2017-excel-sepa-data-from-scotlands-aquaculture-database-with-summary-tables-graphs.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2380383
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2404470
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2404471
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2404472
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2418242
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2404469
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2383934
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2374631
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2398802
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2372075
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/marine-harvest-mort-events-in-2017-foi-17-02772.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mortality-events-scottish-salmon-company---2017.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mortality-events-scottish-sea-frams---2017.xlsx
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-02089/


 
 

The data included: 

 

 
 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-02089/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-02089/


 
 

  

Read more via:  

Data on Mortalities & Diseases at Scottish Salmon Farms 

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Leaps Over 10 Million - FOI reveals 2.3 million dead 

salmon at Marine Harvest farms in 2017 

Hard Evidence: Dossier of Data on Lice, Diseases & Mortalities at Scottish Salmon Farms 

 

Data disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI in June 2018  reveals that over 100,000 

farmed salmon died in 14 incidents between August 2017 and January 2018 due to lethal 

Thermolicer and Hydrolicer treatments.  Since 2016, over 230,000 fish have died on Scottish 

salmon farms following the use of  'mechanical treatments' intended to kill sea lice and  treat 

Amoebic Gill Disease. 

Read more via: Press Release: "Ban Water Torture on Scottish Salmon Farms" 

Nearly 100,000 farmed salmon were 'Thermoliced' to death by Marine Harvest during 2016: 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/data-on-mortalities-diseases-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/hard-evidence-dossier-of-data-on-lice-diseases-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/thermolicer-foi-18-01466---mortality-event-reports---june-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/press-release-ban-water-torture-on-scottish-salmon-farms.html
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-02089/


 

Read more via: 

'Thermolicer' Back-Fires Killing 95,400 Farmed Salmon 

Fish farm firm kills 175,000 salmon by accident 

Oops: fish farm firm kills 175,000 of its salmon by accident 

Thousands of fish poached alive in lice treatment bungle 

 

A Thermolicer treatment caused the deaths of 5,794 salmon at Grieg Seafood Shetland’s 

North Havra site in November 2016:  

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Thermal treatment for lice blamed for salmon deaths 

Treatment leads to morts in Shetland 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/press-release-thermolicer-back-fires-killing-115283-farmed-salmon-.html
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-firm-kills-175000-salmon-accident/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14846303.Oops__fish_farm_firm_kills_175_000_of_its_salmon_by_accident/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/18/thousands-of-fish-poached-alive-in-lice-treatment-bungle-that-co/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pj-17-jan-2017.pdf
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/treatment-leads-to-morts-in-shetland/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/press-release-thermolicer-back-fires-killing-115283-farmed-salmon-.html


Mortality events reported by the Scottish Salmon Company in 2017 include eight cases 

involving 90,000 dead salmon due to using a Hydrolicer:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mortality events reported by Scottish Sea Farms in 2017 include six cases involving over 

25,000 dead salmon due to using a Thermolicer:  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mortality events reported by Marine Harvest in 2017 include three cases involving over 

20,000 dead salmon due to using a Thermolicer:  

 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mortality-events-scottish-salmon-company---2017.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mortality-events-scottish-sea-frams---2017.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/marine-harvest-mort-events-in-2017-foi-17-02772.xlsx


 

 
 

 

A Parliamentary Question from Donald Cameron MSP also provided the following 

information: 

 

 
 

 

'Mortality Event Reports' reported between August 2017 and January 2018 included 95,751 

deaths in 8 separate incidents due to the Thermolicer and/or Hydrolicer: 

 

45,089 - Scottish Salmon Company: Druimyeon Bay (Sound of Gigha), 13 November 2017  

25,607 - Scottish Salmon Company: Druimyeon Bay (Sound of Gigha), 6 November 2017  

8,737 - Scottish Salmon Company Sgian Dubh (Loch Striven), 11 December 2017  

4,663 - Marine Harvest: Caolas A Deas (Loch Shell), 21 August 2017 

4,253 - Scottish Sea Farms: South Sound (Mangaster Voe), 1 January 2018  

3,546 - Scottish Salmon Company: Strome (Loch Carron), 30 October 2017 

2,652 - Scottish Salmon Company: Gravir (Loch Odhairn), 30 October 2017 

1,204 - Scottish Salmon Company: Inch Kenneth (Loch na Keal), 25 December 2017  

 

Another six 'Mortality Event Reports' provided no data on the number of dead fish but at least 

one incident was reported as "over 1% mortality".  The 'Mortality Event Report' (1 January 

2018) for The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Strome in Loch Carron stated that 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-08947
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/thermolicer-foi-18-01466---mortality-event-reports---june-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/thermolicer-foi-18-01466---mortality-event-reports---june-2018.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-08947


the estimated number of fish lost was "not disclosed" with the:  "Company unwilling to 

disclose the % of the mortality or the number of fish involved.  Only the figure is over 1%.  

Discussions ongoing to get actual figures" (further mortality reports followed on 8 January 

and 15 January 2018).   

 

According to the Scotland's Aquaculture database, 20,440 kg - that's 20.4 tonnes - of 

mortalities came from The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Strome in January 

2018.  If the average weight of the farmed salmon was 1 kg then there would be over 20,000 

morts (even if the average weight of the farmed salmon was 4 kg then there would be over 

5,000 morts).   

 

Another mortality incident where no figure is provided started on 7 August 2017 at Marine 

Harvest's salmon farm at Tabhaigh in Loch Erisort (further mortality reports followed on 14 

August and 21 August 2017).  According to the Scotland's Aquaculture database, 265,069 kg 

- that's 265 tonnes - of mortalities came from Marine Harvest's salmon farm at Tabhaigh in 

Loch Erisort in August 2017 (that could be over 250,000 and most likely over 50,000 morts).   

 

In 2016, Compassion In World Farming called for a ban on Thermolicers following a mass 

mortality of 95,000 farmed salmon at Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch Greshornish.   

Earlier this year, Norwegian veterinarian Dr. Kristin Ottesen warned against the use of the 

Thermolicer due to the risk of head injury including "large bleeding around the brain" and 

"stress-induced damage".   

 

A study published in a Norwegian veterinary journal in May concluded that “the present use 

and technical solutions for thermal de-lousing are inadequate and likely to cause pain and 

serious lesions in treated fish”.  An English summary of the scientific paper included: 

 

"High mortality and serious lesions associated with thermal sea-lice treatments are of concern 

in the aquaculture industry. Lesions most commonly observed include gill haemorrhage, 

scale and skin loss, haemorrhage and vacuolation of thymic tissue, degeneration of nasal 

epithelium and brain haemorrhage. It is demonstrated beyond doubt that fish can feel pain 

and that the temperatures used during thermal de-lousing (28-34 ̊C) are most likely painful to 

the fish. This pain will also initiate panic reactions where fish are likely to inflict serious self-

damage." 

 

A Scottish Parliament briefing published in February 2018 included: 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2887266
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=2900526
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/philip-lymbery/blog/2016/11/scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14846303.Oops__fish_farm_firm_kills_175_000_of_its_salmon_by_accident/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://thefishsite.com/articles/study-questions-fish-welfare-in-thermal-delousing
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2018/2/13/Salmon-Farming-in-Scotland/SB%2018-12%20rev.pdf
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2018/2/13/Salmon-Farming-in-Scotland/SB 18-12 rev.pdf


 

In May 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Scottish Ministers raising welfare concerns 

surrounding the operation of the Thermolicer.  The letter cited Compassion In World 

Farming's written submission to the Rural Economy & Connectivity Committee's ongoing 

salmon farming inquiry: 

 

 
 

Read more via Press Release: "Ban Water Torture on Scottish Salmon Farms" 

 

Note that the increase in mortalities cannot be explained simply as a function of an increase 

in salmon farming production - in fact the ratio of mortalities to salmon farming production is 

now the worst ever:  

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/letter-to-the-cross-party-group-on-animal-welfare-.html
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Compassion_in_World_Farming.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/press-release-ban-water-torture-on-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Compassion_in_World_Farming.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html


Video Evidence from Canada  

 

When award-winning biologist Alexandra Morton went fishing with her Go Pro inside a 

salmon farm in Canada in 2016, the video footage and photos she captured on camera was 

both shocking and thought-provoking.   

 

 
 

'Hard Evidence' was viewed over 1 million times on Facebook and prompted significant 

media coverage including CTV News, APTN News and CBC News.   

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.ctvnews.ca/w5/w5-investigates-the-battle-over-farmed-atlantic-salmon-on-the-b-c-coast-1.3631634
http://aptnnews.ca/2017/08/25/b-c-fish-farms-hit-by-occupations-following-release-of-footage-showing-sickly-blind-salmon/
https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.4261637
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/diseases
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A


Filming in 2017 exposed further shocking video evidence.  A video shot with a Go Pro 

camera by Hereditary Chief George Quocksister - "A Look Inside Salmon Farms" - published 

by Alexandra Morton and Sea Shepherd Society in August 2017 included: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw


 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw


 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw


 
 

 
 

Watch video reports via:  

Hard Evidence: What happens when Alexandra Morton gets 10 minutes on a salmon farm 

with a GoPro and a pole? (Twyla Roscovich, August 2016) 

Operation Virus Hunter: A Look Inside Salmon Farms (Sea Shepherd, August 2017) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhnZB5Bjcw


Read more via:  

Hard Evidence - The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon Farming 

 

 

The damning video evidence from Canada begs the question: are the welfare conditions any 

better, the same or even worse in Scotland? 

 

Certainly, we know from photos obtained by Scottish Salmon Watch from the Scottish 

Government in June 2018 via FOI that salmon farms contain disease-ridden fish with some of 

the same welfare problems as visible in Canada: 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon 

Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch has also filed a further FOI with the Scottish Government for more 

photos.   

 

And we know from existing video footage (shot by diver David Ainsley) under a Scottish 

salmon farm that something is seriously rotten in the state of Scotland.   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-farming-july-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-july-2018-updated-version.pdf
https://vimeo.com/198471638
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2016-0449-photos.pdf


 

 

 
 

Watch via "Dead salmon at the bottom of a cage in a salmon farm"  

https://vimeo.com/198473514


Scientific Evidence for Fish Feeling Pain 

 

Suffice to say that there is a growing body of scientific evidence detailing pain in fish.   

 

Read more via: 

It’s Official: Fish Feel Pain: The verdict is in. But will our oceanic friends ever get the same 

legal protections as land animals? 

What a Fish Knows: The Inner Lives of Our Underwater Cousins 

Do fish feel pain and why does it matter? 

Cognitive evidence of fish sentience 

Why human pain can’t tell us whether fish feel pain 

Fish brains and behaviour indicate capacity for feeling pain 

Fish sentience and the precautionary principle 

Science Shows Fish Feel Pain, So Let’s Get Over It and Do Something to Help These 

Sentient Beings 

Fish Intelligence, Sentience and Ethics 

Fish Are Sentient and Emotional Beings and Clearly Feel Pain 

Do Fish Feel Pain? 
 

 

In the photos disclosed by the Scottish Government in June 2018 the farmed salmon clearly 

look in pain.   

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/fish-feel-pain-180967764/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/fish-feel-pain-180967764/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/What-Fish-Knows-Underwater-Cousins/dp/1786072092/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1786072092&pd_rd_r=bac77720-847e-11e8-a6fd-4df13460a22d&pd_rd_w=tYTOh&pd_rd_wg=7ziJg&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=A3P5ROKL5A1OLE&pf_rd_p=327
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyjHHmc7QB0
https://animalstudiesrepository.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1059&context=animsent
https://animalstudiesrepository.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=animsent
https://animalstudiesrepository.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1031&context=animsent
https://animalstudiesrepository.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1032&context=animsent
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/marc-bekoff/fish-feel-pain_b_8881656.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/marc-bekoff/fish-feel-pain_b_8881656.html
https://animalstudiesrepository.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1074&context=acwp_asie
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/animal-emotions/201406/fish-are-sentient-and-emotional-beings-and-clearly-feel-pain
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fish-Feel-Pain-Victoria-Braithwaite/dp/0199551200
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html


In assessing the scientific case against the use of the Thermolicer, Compassion In World 

Farming stated in 2016: 

 

 

 
 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/philip-lymbery/blog/2016/11/scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html


 

 
 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/compassion-in-world-farming-scottish-intensive-salmon-farming-plumbs-new-depths.html


In January 2018, a Norwegian veterinarian also warned: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/


 

 

 
 

 

Read in full via "Vet warns of head injury risk to fish during delousing" 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/vet-warns-of-head-injury-risk-to-fish-during-delousing/


The Fish Site reported in May 2018 via 'Study questions fish welfare in thermal delousing': 

 

 
 

Here's the English summary of the paper referred to above: 

 

 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/study-questions-fish-welfare-in-thermal-delousing
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://thefishsite.com/articles/study-questions-fish-welfare-in-thermal-delousing
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf


 

 
 

For further information please contact the authors of the paper: 

 

 
 

https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1523876150/termisk-behandling-av-laks.pdf


Public Interest 

 

There is a clear public interest in bringing a welfare abuse case against salmon farming 

companies.   

 

OneKind reported in a blog in June 2018: 

 

 

https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/


 
 

 
 

https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/


 

 
 

https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/


 

 

https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/


PETA reported in July 2018: 

 

 

 

https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/
https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/
https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/


 
 

 

https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/
https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/


 

 

 

 
 

https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/


 
 

 

https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/


 
 

PETA's co-founder and president Tweeted to her 15,000 followers:  

 

https://twitter.com/IngridNewkirk/status/1013832192399757313
https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/
https://twitter.com/IngridNewkirk/status/1013832192399757313


The Ferret reported in June 2018: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/


In Canada, CBC News reported in August 2017: 

 
 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.4261637
https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.4261637
https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.4261637


 

An image of a deformed farmed salmon was broadcast via "W5 investigates the battle over 

farmed Atlantic salmon on the B.C. coast" on CTV News in October 2017:  

 

 
 

 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/w5/w5-investigates-the-battle-over-farmed-atlantic-salmon-on-the-b-c-coast-1.3631634
https://www.ctvnews.ca/w5/w5-investigates-the-battle-over-farmed-atlantic-salmon-on-the-b-c-coast-1.3631634
https://www.ctvnews.ca/w5/w5-investigates-the-battle-over-farmed-atlantic-salmon-on-the-b-c-coast-1.3631634
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk


Conflict of Interest at the SSPCA & RSPCA: 

 

Finally, it is regrettable that the SSPCA (a reporting agency with respect to animal welfare) 

has a considerable conflict of interest with their recently appointed Chairperson employed as 

Head of Veterinary Services at Scottish Sea Farms (one of the salmon farming companies 

listed in this complaint and the company involved in the exposé by BBC's The One Show in 

December 2017 featuring 'The Dead Salmon Run').   

 

Moreover, the RSPCA also have a clear financial and conflict of interest via the certification 

of over 70% of Scottish salmon farming production via RSPCA Assured including all of the 

production of Marine Harvest (named in this complaint) and various sites operated by the 

Scottish Salmon Company, Scottish Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood and Loch Duart (sadly the 

RSPCA has refused to name which salmon farms are certified via RSPCA Assured).     

 

Marine Harvest, The Scottish Salmon Company, Scottish Sea Farms, Cooke Aquaculture, 

Loch Duart and Grieg Seafood are all represented on the RSPCA's Salmon Standards 

Technical Advisory Group - with former Marine Harvest employee Ian Michie in charge of 

the RSPCA's assessment of salmon farms.   

 

A report published last year by Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland included: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
http://scottishsalmon.co.uk/freedom-food/
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/farmanimals/standards/salmon
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/farmanimals/standards/salmon
https://www.fishupdate.com/fish-farm-role-for-new-rspca-officers/
https://www.fishupdate.com/fish-farm-role-for-new-rspca-officers/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf


 

Moreover: 

 
 

 
 

With Scottish salmon farming production predicted to double or treble by 2030 to anywhere 

between 300,000 and 400,000 tonnes then the RSPCA's income from the certification of 

salmon farms could be well over £2 million.     

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/cabinet-secretary-we-fully-support-2030-growth-plans/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf


Conclusion - A Clear Cut Case of Cruel Operations & Unnecessary Suffering  

 

Scottish Salmon Watch strongly believes there is a clear-cut case of systematic breaches of 

the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 to Unnecessary Suffering (Section 19) 

and Cruel Operations (Section 21) and Ensuring Welfare of Animals (Section 24); namely:   

 

 

 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/part/2/crossheading/prevention-of-harm
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21


 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch asks that the welfare abuses of Scottish salmon farms operated by 

Marine Harvest, the Scottish Salmon Company, Scottish Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood, Cooke 

Aquaculture and Loch Duart are investigated further with a view to a prosecution via the 

Procurator Fiscal.   

 

The Fisheries Health Inspectorate 'Case Information' dates back to 2013 and is now available 

for the first quarter of 2018.  This is a useful resource along with documents accessed via 

FOI.  

 

However, Scottish Salmon Watch firmly believes that the damning photographic evidence 

published by The Ferret in June 2018 and case information via Fisheries Health Inspectorate 

reports are merely the tip of an iceberg.  Enhanced inspections and an increased number of 

inspections at salmon farms towards the end of their harvest cycle would surely uncover 

further damning evidence of welfare abuse.      

 

With mass mortalities, infectious disease and welfare problems expected to peak in late 

Summer and early Autumn, Scottish Salmon Watch recommends that Police Scotland and 

APHA conduct targeted inspections at salmon farms reaching maximum biomass and in the 

last few months of their harvest cycle.   

 

For example, of the 20 worst salmon farm sites for mortalities (by weight and month) 

between 2002 and 2017 17 occurred in September, October, November and December: 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/CaseInformation/info2013
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/caseinfo2018
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/exposed-early-harvesting-at-scottish-salmon-farms-due-to-disease-mortalities-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2e1bdd5970c-pi
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2e1bdd5970c-pi
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/part/2/crossheading/promotion-of-welfare


 

 

Notice the spikes in mortalities in late Summer and Autumn:  

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01bb09fb02f7970d-pi


 

 
 

 

Please note that on 1 September 2018, new biomass data for the second quarter of 2018 

(April to June) goes online via Scotland's Aquaculture web-site.  Police Scotland and APHA 

could use this data to work out which salmon farms in Scotland are reaching maximum 

biomass and nearing the end of their production cycle (which is now an average of 16 months 

compared to an average of 20 months a decade ago) when welfare problems are at their 

worst.   

 

For further background on the welfare nightmare that is Scottish salmon farming please read: 

 

Hard Evidence - The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon Farming 

Campaign group to file legal challenge against Scottish salmon farms’ use of Thermolicer  

Daily Mail: "Calls to ban salmon farms' lice treatment"  

Press Release: "Ban Water Torture on Scottish Salmon Farms" 

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon 

Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat 

GRAPHIC: More Proof That Fish Are Suffering in Food Industry (Photos) 

New photos expose shocking welfare issues on Scottish salmon farms 

Letter to Scottish Ministers re. Welfare Abuses at Scottish Salmon Farms  

Deaths, Deformities & Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms - Breach of the Animal 

Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act?  

EXPOSED: Early Harvesting at Scottish Salmon Farms Due to Disease & Mortalities  

Hard Evidence: Fast-Tracking Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon 

Letter to the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare: Thermoliced to Death 

Hard Evidence: Dossier of Data on Lice, Diseases & Mortalities at Scottish Salmon Farms 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/exposed-early-harvesting-at-scottish-salmon-farms-due-to-disease-mortalities-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/exposed-early-harvesting-at-scottish-salmon-farms-due-to-disease-mortalities-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-farming-july-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/campaign-group-to-file-legal-challenge-against-scottish-salmon-farms-use-of-thermolicer.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/daily-mail-calls-to-ban-salmon-farms-lice-treatment.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/press-release-ban-water-torture-on-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-july-2018-updated-version.pdf
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push
https://www.peta.org/blog/salmon-in-scotland-photos-bloody-sores-sea-lice/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-photos-expose-shocking-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re-welfare-abuses-at-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/deaths-deformities-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-breach-of-the-animal-health-welfare-scotla.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/deaths-deformities-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-breach-of-the-animal-health-welfare-scotla.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/exposed-early-harvesting-at-scottish-salmon-farms-due-to-disease-mortalities-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fast-tracked-scottish-salmon-may-2018-2.docx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/letter-to-the-cross-party-group-on-animal-welfare-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/hard-evidence-dossier-of-data-on-lice-diseases-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2e20ae7970c-pi


The Herald: "Video: Disease concern as Scots salmon farmers' produce "stomach-churning" 

record levels of fish deaths"  

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Leaps Over 10 Million - FOI reveals 2.3 million dead 

salmon at Marine Harvest farms in 2017 

 

 

If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me.   

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director of Scottish Salmon Watch 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cc: 

 

Scottish Ministers: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

APHA Field Services in Scotland: APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare: Christine.Grahame.msp@parliament.scot 

Kirsteen Campbell, Chief Executive of the SSPCA: kcampbell@scottishspca.org 

Mike Flynn, Superintendent at the SSPCA: MFlynn@scottishspca.org 

Michael Ward, CEO of the RSPCA: executive@rspca.org.uk 

Philip Lymbery, CEO of Compassion In World Farming: philip@ciwf.org.uk  

Harry Huyton, Director of OneKind: harry.huyton@onekind.org  

Claire Bass, Executive Director of the Humane Society International/UK: info@hsiuk.org 

John Robins, Secretary of Animal Concern: john@jfrobins.f9.co.uk 

Ingrid Newkirk, President of PETA: MediaInfo-uk@peta.org.uk 

Jennifer White, PETA UK: jenniferw@peta.org.uk 

Tor Bailey, Animal Aid: tor.b@animalaid.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/animal-welfare/AnimalWelfare
mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/animal-welfare/animal-welfare
mailto:APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
mailto:Christine.Grahame.msp@parliament.scot
mailto:kcampbell@scottishspca.org
mailto:MFlynn@scottishspca.org
mailto:executive@rspca.org.uk
mailto:philip@ciwf.org.uk
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mailto:info@hsiuk.org
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https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare

